United States Forest Wayne National Forest 6518 State Route 93
Department of Service Ironton Ranger District Pedro OH 45659
Agriculture (740) 534-6500
(740) 534-6565 Fax
(800) 877-8339 TTY
File Code: 1950 Date: February 25, 2004

Route To: 5140
Subject:  Prescribed Burning in Storm Fuels
To:  Interested Parties

You are invited to provide comments on a proposal to use controlled
fire to further reduce hazardous fuel accumulation from the 2003
President’s Day ice storm. This project will take place in the pre-
treated areas along the road sides in the five areas identified on the
attached map and in the Decision Memo for Ironton Roadside Fuels
Reduction dated June 4, 2003. A 200-foot corridor will be burned to
further reduce the potential for catastrophic wildfire. Please note that
the Peniel area has not yet received the pre-treatment.

Unplanned burning of these areas under severe conditions would be a
potentially explosive situation. Extremely hot fires could result in the
loss or alteration of key ecosystem components on these sites. Adjacent
stands as well as privately owned structures and improvements could be
adversely affected. Uncontrolled fires could completely obliterate the
duff layer on the forest floor and expose forest soils to severe erosion.
This could result in excessive sedimentation of streams and creeks,
thereby impacting private lands, fisheries and aquatic ecosystems.

It will be necessary to construct approximately 26 miles of fireline, all
of which will be rehabbed and seeded after use. Dozers may construct
fireline in those areas where handline construction would be unsafe.
Other off-road equipment use would be limited to small vehicles such
as all-terrain vehicles. In order to maintain traffic on local roads and to
protect public and worker safety, signs will be posted and a road
monitor will be assigned during preparation and burning. Adjacent
landowners and the general public will be contacted and provided
information concerning the burning techniques to be used and the
expected time of execution.

Known heritage sites will be flagged and avoided during operations. A
heritage monitor will be on site during operations to inspect for
evidence of additional sites in the un-surveyed areas. Standing trees
with roost characteristics for the Indiana bat will only be cut outside the
roosting season which is between April 15 and September 15. Roost
trees which are identified as safety hazards may be cut any time, but if
cut during the roosting season, a tally will be kept in accordance with
the Biological Opinion with the US Fish and Wildlife Service.
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Ironton Roadside Fuels Prescribed Burning Project

Hazardous Fuels Treatment Areas

Site Name Township Adjacent Road Legal description Approx
Acres
Thompson Decatur, T-160 T3N R18W, 68
Cemetery Lawrence County T-140 /FR 5 Section 25 and 36
Peckerwood Symmes, CR 210 T5N R17W, Sections 107
Lawrence County T-154, CR47 15,16,21,22,23& 27
Cadmus Perry CR58 T5N R16W, 62
Gallia County (formerly CR12) Sections 29, 30, 31 & 32
SR 141
Pine Creek Decatur CR 34 T3N R18W, 175
Lawrence County Sections 3,4, 5, & 6
T-162 T4N R18W,
(Lawrence) Section 31 & 32
Bloom
Scioto County CR 10 (Scioto) T4N R19W, Section 36
Peniel Greenfield CR 76, CR70, T6N R17W Sections 20, 21, 143
Gallia County T-602, CR 68 22,27,28,29, 34
(formerly CR1,
2,10, and T-7)
TOTAL 554

Please make your comments specific to this proposed action. If you
have already been contacted, your comments have been noted. To
ensure that [ have an opportunity to consider any other concerns, please
submit written comments to me at the above address by March 12,
2004. You may also call to discuss this project (see number above) or
submit comments electronically. Copies of this scoping notice and map
are available on the Wayne National Forest website at
http://www.fs.fed.us/r9/wayne.
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