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DECISION MEMO 
 
 

2002 ATHENS GRAPEVINE CONTROL 
 
 

USDA Forest Service 
Athens Ranger District - Wayne National Forest 

 
 
 
 

DECISION: 
I have reviewed of the 2002 ATHENS GRAPEVINE CONTROL project file.  It is my decision to implement the 
proposed action, with a few modifications (see Botany Concerns below).  This decision will partially remove 
grapevines from 92 forest stands on 1,495 acres, scattered throughout the Athens Ranger District.  Stand maps and 
tables are attached for your convenience.  Table 1 displays stands and acres that will be treated.  The maps depict 
stand locations.  Implementation will begin in the fall of 2002 and continue as funding becomes available. 
 
All stands proposed for treatment are located in Management Areas where timber stand improvement (TSI) 
activities are permitted under our Forest Plan.  This TSI activity will help contribute to the desired future condition 
of the following Management Areas: 2.1, 2.2, 2.3, 3.1, 3.2, 3.3 and 6.1. 
 
 
PURPOSE of DECISION: 
Grapevines can cause serious damage to trees.  When numerous, grapevines make crowns heavy and inflexible, 
breaking tops and limbs, and often breaking the bole of the tree.  They can also cause trees to become uprooted and 
killed during heavy snow or ice storms.  While grapevines provide food and shelter for many species of wildlife, 
reduced crowns from grapevine damage can adversely affect wood quality as well as the mast producing potential of 
a tree.  Grape arbors (dense concentrations of grapevines) have been shown to be very beneficial to some wildlife 
species by serving as food and shelter resources. 
 
The objectives of this project are to: 1) Improve the growth and wood quality of selected stands; and 2) Increase the 
potential mast production of these stands.   Both can be accomplished by removing the grapevines affecting selected 
trees, thereby increasing the size and vigor of their crowns.  With these objectives in mind, grapevine control will be 
implemented to increase production of high quality hardwoods, while minimizing adverse effects to wildlife.  
Treatment of grapevines in the stands listed in this document will occur under the following conditions:  1) Only 
stands with 60 or more grapevines per acre will be treated; 2) Treated stands will retain at least 20 grapevines per 
acre; 3) All grapevine arbors will be retained.  Control of grapevines will be accomplished using hand-shears, 
clippers or chainsaws, to sever the vines at their base.  This is a non-ground-disturbing activity. 
 
 
PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT: 
Scoping was performed to insure that all resources were considered and that interdisciplinary input was achieved.  
Scoping included internal consultation with Forest Staff.  A scoping letter was mailed out to interested individuals, 
groups, and agency officials on July 15th, 2002, to request comments on this project.  My response to comments 
received on this project are as follows: 
 
Wildlife Concerns. A Wildlife Biological Evaluation (BE) for this project was completed on July 12th, 2002 and a 
consultation with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) was conducted on July 9th, 2002.  The BE 
determined this project will have no effect on any threatened or endangered species, nor is it likely to cause a trend 
towards the federal listing or loss of viability of any species.  The USWS consultation did not anticipate this project 
would result in any take of Indiana bats. 
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Botany Concerns.  A Botanical BE for this project was completed on June 26th, 2002.  The BE determined this 
project would have no effect on any Federally Listed Species, but may negatively impact pigeon grape (Vitis 
cinerea), a species designated by the Regional Forester as Sensitive on the Wayne National Forest.  The Forest 
Botanist recommended excluding ten acres from stand 241-011 and all of stand 291-047, as they were identified as 
likely habitat for pigeon grape.  These changes have been incorporated into this decision; therefore, there will be no 
negative impact to pigeon grape. 
 
Natural Selection of Crop Trees more Economical. With the continual decline of the oak component on our forest 
due to lack of fire, we prefer not to let grapevines indiscriminately select future crop trees.  Our strategy is to 
maintain our options for future crop tree selection by first reducing the damage to potential crop trees by grapevines, 
then later selecting the desired crop trees during the pre-commercial thinning phase.  At $25 or less per acre, we 
consider grapevine control to be one of the more economic TSI activities. 
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Table 1.  Treatment Stands Under The Athens 2002 Grapevine Control Project. 

Acres Grapevines Management Acres Grapevines Management
Per Acre Area Per Acre Area

13 23 22 220 3.1 115 16 11 130 3.3
14 2 10 110 3.1 115 17 10 70 3.3
14 10 16 70 3.1 115 18 14 120 3.3
32 3 13 70 3.3 115 22 18 70 3.3
32 10 12 80 2.2 120 24 19 100 3.1
32 11 8 190 2.2 122 22 27 110 3.1
41 71 7 70 3.3 123 5 6 80 3.1
42 16 19 100 3.3 123 8 30 90 3.1
46 15 22 120 3.3 125 4 5 190 3.1
51 72 21 150 3.3 125 12 14 60 3.1
59 8 3 60 3.3 125 21 23 100 3.1
59 27 16 130 3.3 127 10 12 90 3.1
60 25 13 120 3.3 129 1 5 120 3.1
60 40 16 120 3.3 990
60 54 6 90 3.3     

66 7 12 140 3.3                        Marietta Unit
83 15 18 90 3.2 Compartment Stand Acres Grapevines Management
91 2 28 100 3.2 Per Acre Area
91 38 15 230 3.2 201 5 11 80 3.3
92 9 30 70 3.2 218 40 30 240 3.3
97 1 5 110 3.2 222 42 12 120 3.1
97 6 24 180 3.2 224 31 9 70 2.2
97 11 10 260 3.2 224 32 12 90 2.2
97 14 9 80 3.2 225 41 11 130 2.1
97 15 16 200 3.2 227 23 13 110 3.3

97 21 12 200 3.2 228 20 21 60 3.3
102 65 44 120 3.3 239 37 25 100 3.1
103 14 22 90 3.3 239 30 9 70 3.1
103 27 45 140 3.3 239 42 8 80 3.1
109 2 5 210 2.1 239 47 15 100 3.1
109 3 18 80 3.3 241 5 18 60 3.1
109 7 19 60 2.1 241 11 16 130 3.1
109 20 7 300 3.3 245 75 12 80 2.2
109 23 11 100 3.3 245 80 14 180 2.2

109 24 10 100 3.3 245 89 3 180 2.2
113 3 15 60 3.3 248 99 27 90 3.1
113 10 27 100 3.3 248 100 23 60 3.1
113 12 33 100 3.3 248 104 34 70 3.1
113 16 22 120 3.3 248 105 36 70 3.1
113 17 28 70 3.3 248 109 27 70 3.1
113 20 6 100 3.3 248 112 11 60 3.1
114 2 14 90 3.3 252 11 19 60 3.1
114 11 18 80 3.3 254 35 6 100 3.1

114 17 9 120 3.3 256 20 13 60 3.1
114 22 8 140 3.3 258 50 12 120 3.1
114 25 6 60 3.3 267 65 8 150 3.3
114 27 13 60 3.3 279 57 33 0 6.1
115 3 9 120 3.3 290 66 17 130 2.2
115 5 24 80 3.3 505   

Total Athens Acres

Total Marietta Acres

                        Athens Unit                   Athens Unit (cont.)
Stand StandCompartment Compartment
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FINDINGS REQUIRED BY OTHER LAWS: 
A biological evaluation has been prepared by the Forest Botanist and a determination made that this project will 
have no effect on federally listed species, Forest Service Sensitive Species and Forest Species of Concern. 
 
A biological evaluation has been prepared by the District Wildlife Biologist, and a determination made that this 
project will have no effect on any federal threatened or endangered species, Regional Sensitive Speeies, or Forest 
Species of Concern. 
 
The Forest Archaeologist, according to Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act, reviewed the project.  
The evaluation determined that this project will not affect any historic properties and should be allowed to proceed 
as planned. 
 
REASONS FOR CATEGORICALLY EXCLUDING THE PROPOSED ACTION: 
This action can be categorically excluded from documentation in an EIS or EA because the project is within 
Category 31.2, Section 6 (Forest Service Handbook 1909.15, Environmental Policy and Procedures) which allows 
for "Timber stand and/or wildlife habitat improvement activities which do not include the use of herbicides or do not 
require more than one mile of low standard road construction (Service level D, Forest Service Handbook 7709.56)". 
 
Forest Service Handbook 1909.15, Environmental Policy and Procedures, Chapter 30, Section 30.3 identifies 
extraordinary circumstances.  Our analysis has found that there are no extraordinary circumstances related to this 
project, which might cause this action to have significant effect.  
 
Our analysis has found that the extraordinary circumstance of steep slopes or highly erosive soils are not likely to be 
present, as these pine plantations were originally old farm fields or reclaimed strip mines.  The grapevine control 
activities prescribed in this document are considered non-ground disturbing in nature. 
 
Our analysis has shown that the extraordinary circumstance of flood plains, wetlands, or municipal watersheds is not 
present. 
 
Our analysis has shown that the extraordinary circumstance of Congressionally designated areas, such as wilderness, 
wilderness study areas, or National Recreation Areas is not present. 
 
Our analysis has shown that the extraordinary circumstance of inventoried roadless areas is not present. 
 
Our analysis has shown that the extraordinary circumstance of research natural areas is not present. 
 
Our analysis has shown that the extraordinary circumstance of Native American religious or cultural sites, 
archaeological sites, or historic properties or areas may be present but there is no effect. 
 
Our analysis has shown that the extraordinary circumstance of threatened and endangered species or their critical 
habitat is present but there is no effect. 
 
IMPLEMENTATION DATE: 
Implementation of this decision may occur immediately upon signature of this Decision Memorandum. 
 
ADMINISTRATIVE REVIEW: 
This Decision Memorandum is not subject to appeal, which is in accordance with 36 CFR 215.8a(4).  For further 
information about this decision contact Myra Williamson, District Ranger, Athens Ranger District, Wayne National 
Forest, 13700 U.S. Highway 33, Nelsonville, OH  45764, (740) 753-0101, E-mail: mwilliamson@fs.fed.us, or visit 
our website at http://www.fs.fed.us/r9/wayne. 
 
 
__MYRA  WILLIAMSON _____________                                 _August 7th, 2002_________ 
MYRA WILLIAMSON      Date 
District Ranger       
Athens Ranger District 


