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“Researchable Questions”

From translating local challenges into researchable questions

and forecasting better decisions and research  
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(Appalachia)

· Synthesis of NRIS?

· How does land cover (fragmentation) affect people’s sense of place?

· Global fed, state, regional, local effects and benefits derived from resources?

· How does aspen/birch decline & forest health affect people?

· Factors affecting perceptions of fairness?

· Is the planning & decision –making process fair?

· Does collaboration make better decisions?

· Has collaboration made a difference?

· How do you make the FS a learning organization?

· What tools/info/data @ the right scale is needed to address equity issues related to diversity of demands for resources/fragmented interests?

(Northeast)

· Trends in use preferences – what is the change in use preferences

· Trends/change in Forest Mgt policy?

· What are the indicators of social sustainability?

· What triggers/thresholds?

· What are the impacts of rapid community change on NF?

· How does Forest respond to increasing changes?

· What are the impacts of different management scenarios on users and communities?

· What social indicators should we monitor to understand whether a forest is meeting DFC?

· Social acceptability of forest management?

· How well do we care for the land?

· How to get public acceptance of forest management plans and actions?

· Should forests pay for themselves?

(Southern Tier)
· If you increase citizen involvement (influence) in planning, stewardship, monitoring and evaluation, would you:

· Reduce litigation?

· Improve plan?

· Increase acceptance?

· More effective decisions?

· Leverage outside resources?

· Broaden understanding of national forests?

· Enhance “ownership”

· Broaden support/constituency involvement of the silent majority 

· Increase flexibility, adaptation, and willingness to compromise?

· How can our knowledge of the history of achievement of goals enhance the collaborative process for revising the plan? Stewardship? Monitoring & evaluation?

(Midwester Bracket – Great Lakes)
· How do local and regional changes in social, cultural, economic, biophysical landscapes affect demand on forest resources?

· How does agency capacity affect ability to respond? 

