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Town of Victoria – Now open to the public, it is an old mining “Ghost Town”.  See the restored frontier log cabins of old Victoria.  Alexander Henry attempted to remove surface copper here in the 18th century.  Located in the Ontonagon Ranger District.   Turn off US-45 at Rockland and follow the hilly roads down to the Ontonagon River bed and on up to Victoria.

2. Victoria Dam -  Owned by the UP Power Company, this scenic  dam is located three more miles  down the rocky road, past the Town of Victoria. The dam and lake has boat access and good fishing with walleye, small mouth bass, northern pike, perch, rockbass and bluegills to catch.  Don’t forget your camera.

3. Bob Lake – Located on Ontonagon’s Ranger District, this sparkling clean inland lake has 17 camping units, several picnic areas and 1 ¼ mile interpretive trail.  There’s a swimming beach, boat landing, fishing and fun for the whole family.
4. Beaver Lodge Trail – Walk this interesting well-marked forest trail located at the edge of Bob Lake Campground and take in an old abandoned railroad grade, beaver dams and lodges.  Try out the tree identifier, and prepare yourself for a relaxing and educational 1 ¼ mile hike which includes many signs and pictures explaining all about the trees, plants, animals, and heritage of the area.

5. Courtney Lake – This gem of a lake, also on the Ontonagon Ranger District, is located off M-38, 7 miles east of Mass City and offers 21 camping units, picnic areas and a sandy swimming beach with a boat landing not far from the swimming area.  The well stocked fish population of rainbow trout, and splake makes for good fishing.  This lake is zoned a no wake lake and high speed motorboat operating and water  skiing are prohibited.
Sudden Lake – Located west of Forest Highway 16 on the Ontonagon Ranger District, this lake has a picnic area that was made by the Youth Conservation Corps (YCC).  There is a boat landing and the fishing is fair.  You will find perch and northern pike in these quiet waters.

6. Prickett Dam – Lake – This large lake, located on the Ontonagon Ranger District, is picturesque with good fishing, having bluegills, crappie, northern pike, perch and large mouth bass.  The boat landing is managed by the UP Power Company. Boating is difficult due to stumps and deadheads in the water.  Go slow or come prepared with extra shear pins.
7. Silver Mountain – Located on Ontonagon’s Ranger District (just north of Sturgeon River Gorge Wilderness), this glacier-gouged dome of granite stands 1312 feet above sea level.  A stairway that leads ¾ of the way to the top makes it easy to ascend the mountain and enjoy a 20 mile panoramic view, including views into the wilderness.  A second trail takes your ascent around the backside of the mountain for an easier hike to the top.
8. Sturgeon River Falls – Gorge Overlooks – Located on the Kenton Ranger District within the Sturgeon River Gorge Wilderness on Wisconsin Electric Lands, the area is a major scenic attraction.  Its rapids and falls are beautiful.  Overlooks on the Gorge’s eastern rim offer stunning panoramas of the wilderness.  Volcanic rock outcrops form the 20 foot high Sturgeon Falls.  It is a distinctive landform and unique geologic feature.
9. McCormick Wilderness – Located in the north-central part of Michigan’s Upper Peninsula, about 35 miles east of the main body of the Ottawa National Forest, this wilderness is comprised of 16,532 acres of forested land and small scattered lakes.  The area also contains the 3,675 acre McCormick Research Natural Area, designated in 1971 and a segment of the Yellow Dog River, a designated wild river under the National Wild and Scenic River System.   The rugged area has much to offer outdoor enthusiasts who prefer to hike, backpack, fish, hunt, camp, ski or snowshoe in a remote/rugged undisturbed forest setting.  Good maps and compass skills are recommended. 

10. Porcupine Mountain Wilderness State Park – Located northwest of the boundaries of the Ottawa National Forest on Lake Superior is over 58,000 acres in size.  The park is one of the few remaining large state designated wilderness areas in the Midwest.  Towering stands of virgin timber, four secluded lakes and miles of rivers and streams combine to make a trip to the “Porkies” a trip to remember.
11. Ottawa National Forest Visitor Center – Located on US-2 in Watersmeet, which is open year-round-offers many outdoor and historical displays, rocks, movies and slides of the Ottawa National Forest.  Summer programs run every Thursday night from June 22nd through September 7th and are free to the public.  Some of the programs that are planned include moose, birds of prey, wolves, bats, Michigan Legend and Lore, black bears, loons and rare plants.
12. Bond Falls – Four miles from Paulding in the midst of the Ottawa National Forest, is the beautiful Bond Falls Flowage managed by The UP Power Company.  Paulding is located on US-45 between Watersmeet and Bruce Crossing.  These falls are easily accessible by a short foot trail and are Nationally known for their beauty.  The flowage is a large manmade lake, featuring miles of sandy beaches that offer safe swimming.  The fishing is good, having walleye, northern, perch and large mouth bass.  There are 40 picnic sites available.

13. The Mysterious Paulding Light – approximately four miles north of Watersmeet on Highway 45, turn on Robbins Pond Road.  Stop at the top of the second hill, park and wait and watch for this mysterious light.  Residents don’t recall when the wavering lights were first seen.  Some of the stories go back for years. Read the sign at the nearby site to find out more about this mysterious light.
14. Wolf Mountain – Located  3 ½ miles off US2 on Forest Road 9300, this is a wonderful spot to view the northern hardwood forested land of Gogebic County in the Ottawa National Forest.  There is a nice hike to the top that gets a little steep the final 20 feet or so.   Beautiful spot, especially in the fall.

15. Sylvania Wilderness and Recreation  Area – located off US-2 just west of Watersmeet.  The 18,327 acre Wilderness is part of the National Wilderness Preservation system.  Combined with the adjacent recreation area, Sylvania offers an outstanding experience for those who want to camp, swim, fish, hike, canoe, and cross country ski or enjoy the solitude of wilderness.
16. Deer Marsh Interpretive Trail – Located adjacent to the Lake Ste. Katherine campground, on the Kenton Ranger District, this 3.1 mile loop interpretive trail goes around a very busy marsh ecosystem.  This trail makes for a good l/2 day hike for the family.  Bring a lunch to picnic on one of the two wildlife viewing decks, enjoy the hundreds of feet of boardwalk trail through the wetland and the elaborate interpretive signs located on the trail.  Approximately 1.3 miles is minimum grade for wheelchair accessibility and has graveled surface.
17. Jumbo Falls - This small but beautiful waterfall with a 6 foot drop over granite ledge rock is on the Jumbo River on the Kenton Ranger District.  Access is via an easy 1/10 mile hike including boardwalks through an ancient grove of hemlock trees.  Come in spring or fall and you may find jumping salmon, steelhead or brown trout.  Fishing is also good for native brook trout.

18. Lake Ottawa Waginogan (wigwam)  – The Lake Ottawa Waginogan is located near the boat launch at the Lake Ottawa Recreation Area on the Iron River District.  The Wigwam is an exact replica of a traditional Ojibwe birch bark dwelling historically found within the upper Great Lakes Region.  The wigwam is made of all natural forest products, including maple saplings, spruce roots, basswood and birch bark.   

19. Black River Harbor and Recreation Area – Located in the Bessemer Ranger District, 12 miles north of US2 on County Road 513 on the Black River National Scenic Byway, this area is composed of three major recreational areas:  the Harbor and adjacent picnic ground, the campground and the waterfall observation facilities.  The picnic ground consists of a large mowed park with picnic tables and grills, swings, pavilion, a beautiful suspension bridge over the harbor area where you can cross and walk out to the shores of Lake Superior to swim, collect rocks, or walk the beach.  Access is also available to the North Country Hiking Trail which covers 118 miles across the Ottawa National Forest.  In addition, there are five major waterfalls in this area, all within a four mile area with hiking trails along the falls (North Country National Scenic Trail) and observation decks.  A beautiful scenic area – you’ll want to have your camera with you for this special place!

20. Copper Peak International Ski Flying Hill and Recreation Area – One of six international ski flying hills and the only one in the Western Hemisphere is located on the Black River National Forest Scenic Byway.  The structure rises 241 feet above the crest of a 365 foot rock outcrop (Chippewa Hill).  The upper platform is the highest, most awesome, unobstructed, 360 degree, panoramic view in the Midwest.   Chairlift and elevator rides are available during the summer season and there are 12 miles of mountain bike trails on the grounds and the site.  Located just south of the Black River Harbor Recreation Area on County Road 513.  There is a gift shop and State of Michigan Historic Copper Mine Site.


21. Lake Superior; Black River Harbor or Little Girls Point- north of Ironwood and Bessemer– The mighty and fabulous Lake Superior, the largest fresh water lake in the world, was discovered in 1629 by the French explorer Brule.  It encompasses 32,000 square miles of blue water, approximately 5% of all of the fresh water on Earth.  Frothing in rage in late fall, storms to a smiling, sun dappled expanse of water in the summer – this lake has many moods.  The white sandy shores invite swimmers, sunbathers, campers, rock collectors, fishermen and more.  There are Coho salmon near the shores for the casting fisherman and charter trips available.   The sunsets on Lake Superior are an awesome sight, which many a painter or photographers has tried to capture.

For more information call 1-800-562-1201 (toll free in Michigan and 715 area code in WI).

Ottawa National Forest information is available in large print upon request from the Forest Supervisor’s Office in Ironwood, MI (906) 932-1330, TTY (906) 932-0301.
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The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in its programs on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, religion, age, disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation, and marital or family status.  (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.)  Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’s TARGET Center at 202-720-2600 (voice and TDD).





To File a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, Room 326-W, Whitten Building, 1400 Independence Avenue SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410, or call 202-720-5964 (voice or TDD).  USDA is an equal employment opportunity provider and employer.
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