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GORGE AND RAINBOW FALLS TEMPORARILY CLOSED DUE TO SAFETY CONCERNS, WILL REOPEN WHEN SITUATION CORRECTED.
Waterfalls
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SAFETY:   To insure your protection and maximum pleasure, please read and follow the regulations for occupancy that are posted in the area. Keep your children close at hand. With careful observation of these regulations, you and other recreation users will have a safe and enjoyable visit.  Icy conditions on the stairways may exist from early November to May 15 annually.  Visiting the waterfalls during that time must be done at your own risk.

(1)  CONGLOMERATE FALLS

Located 12 miles north of US- 2 on County Road 513 (directional sign).

Access to falls:   Hiking trail (3/4 mile in length) and paved parking lot at the head of the trail.

Difficulty:  Trail is easy to strenuous at times.  Pace yourself and avoid over exertion.

About the area:  The hiking trail will drop steadily as you near the riverbank. At the falls, the river separates into two sections, falling 40 feet around an islandof conglomerate rock, which gives the falls its name. Old growth hemlock and hardwoods add to the natural beauty of the area. Gorge and Potawatomi Falls can also be hiked to from Conglomerate Falls going north (downstream) along the river (1/2 mile) via the North Country Scenic Trail.

(2)  POTAWATOMI AND GORGE FALLS

Located 13 miles north of US-2 on County Road 513 (large directional sign).

Access to falls:   Brief hiking trails will take you from a paved double-loop parking lot to a series of stairways and observation platforms overlooking beautiful Gorge and Potawatomi Falls.

Difficulty:   Trail is easy to strenuous (series of steps).  Pace yourself and avoid over exertion.

About the area:   We recommend that you take the trail from Potawatomi Falls parking lot, then walk down along the river as you view the scenic river and falls.  Gorge Falls is only a short distance north of Potawatomi Falls.  An asphalt surface trail connects the parking area at Gorge Falls to the viewing platform overlooking Potawatomi Falls. The trail, restroom and viewing platform at Potawatomi are fully accessible, providing  a unique opportunity to view one of our areas most beautiful waterfalls.  Conglomerate Falls can be hiked to going south (upstream 1/2 mile) via the North Country Scenic Trail. Sandstone Falls can also be hiked to going north (downstream 1/2 mile) via the North 
Country Scenic Trail.  Picnic sites and toilets are available near the parking lots with easy 

access. Gorge Falls has a 29 foot width and a 24 foot drop. Potawatomi Falls has a 130 foot width and a 30 foot drop.

(3)  SANDSTONE FALLS

Located 14 miles north of US-2 on county Road 513 (directional sign).

Access to falls:    A 1/4 mile hiking trail will take you from a paved parking lot down a series of steps to the falls.

Difficulty:  Trail is short but steep (series of steps).  Pace yourself and avoid over exertion.

About the area:    Although Sandstone Falls is not a large falls, the area is well worth visiting because of its varied rock formations and hollows carved out of sandstone and conglomerate rock by stream erosion over the centuries. Gorge and Potawatomi Falls can also be hiked to (upstream 1/2 mile) via the North Country Scenic Trail.

(4)  RAINBOW FALLS

Located 14-1/2 miles north of US-2 on County Road 513 (directional sign).

Access to falls:  A 1/2 mile hiking trail will take you from a paved parking lot to a stairway dropping down to an observation platform overlooking the scenic 

Black River and Rainbow Falls.  The falling water (40 feet) creates a mist, and sometimes with the right angle of sunlight, produces a rainbow effect, which gives the falls its name. Rainbow Falls can also be viewed from the east side of the river. This side will provide the photographer with a better angle of the falls.  Trail access to the east side begins after crossing the suspended foot bridge at Black River Harbor Picnic Area.  This trail is 3/4  mile long via the North Country Scenic Trail.

Difficulty:   Easy to strenuous (stairs and steep grades). Pace yourself and avoid over exertion.

About the area:   Black River Harbor parking lot and picnic area can also be hiked to from the Rainbow Falls west trail (County Road 513). In September, one can watch as the chinook and coho salmon make their upstream runs to the falls.

Printed materials, videos and general program information on 'Leave No Trace' land ethics may be obtained by calling 1-800-332-4100.

For more information call 1-800-562-1201 (toll free in Michigan and 715 area code). 

Ottawa National Forest information is available in large print upon request from the Forest Supervisor’s Office in Ironwood, MI (906) 932-1330, TTY (906) 932-0301.
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