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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Recreation Fee-Free Day on the Ottawa National Forest

September 18, 2004

Get ready for that last summer fling and start packing your camping gear for a FREE day of camping on the Ottawa National Forest!  This September 18, the Ottawa National Forest will be celebrating National Public Lands Day and will waive all day-use fees, entrance fees, and camping fees for this one day.
Fee waiver will be valid for all open campgrounds, picnic areas and fee sites across the Forest.  We encourage anyone planning a trip to the Ottawa to call ahead and check on campground availability and ask for tentative closing dates.  Campground closures are also posted to our web-site, but can change as they are weather contingent (and you know what that means in the western U.P.).  You can also visit our website at:  www.fs.fed.us/r9/ottawa for a listing of campgrounds, closure dates and general information on other recreational opportunities.
--more--


The United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, gender, religion, age, disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation, and marital or family status.  (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.)  Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for  for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA's TARGET Center at (202)720-2600 (voice and TDD).

For those of you who are looking for a special project that weekend, you may want to volunteer with Forest Service employees and participate in National Public Lands Day events scheduled to take place at Henry Lake.   We are currently looking for volunteers to help dig up Japanese barberry bushes south of Marenisco.  For more information on lending a helping hand, please contact Ian Shackleford at 906-932-1330, ext. 508.

National Forests are treasured places for recreation and renewal.  Why not take this opportunity to enjoy the beauty of the Ottawa National Forest and participate in a worthwhile event.   For more information regarding fee waivers and applicable campgrounds, please call 906-932-1330.  We look forward to seeing you!

--end--

