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	Rolston Ips Beetle Control Project - Scoping
	


Dear Interested Publics,
Over the last couple of years approximately 18 acres of two red pine plantations that are about 50 years old and located south of Trout Creek, MI (T47N, R38W, NE1/4 of NE 1/4 Section 26), has been observed to be infected by the Ips beetle (Ips pini).  This has resulted in spreading pockets of dead trees and infected live trees.  The Ips beetle spends the winter in standing dead and infected live trees and then attack adjacent live trees the following summer.  Trees that are stressed by factors such as drought, high stand density, or root rot are more susceptible to attack and more likely to die following attack.  Observations from 2003 are that the affected area has doubled in size since its discovery in 2002.  The attached map shows the location of the red pine plantations south of Trout Creek.  
The most effective control strategy is to manage stand density and keep the trees healthy and vigorously growing with room to grow.  We are proposing to control this insect infestation by commercially thinning the live trees and removing (salvaging) the infected dead and live trees. This will remove the source of the outbreak and decrease the stand density so the remaining trees have more room to grow.  The current stand density in the two plantations is estimated to be between 30 to 50% over the highest recommended levels for maintaining healthy trees.  The control project would thin the basal area in the stands from current level of 200+ to about 100 square feet per acre. 
Before we begin our analysis for this project we are providing you this opportunity to provide comments on our proposal to treat this stand by commercial thinning and salvage.  Your comments will help the most if they are site specific or provide additional information about this control proposal for the interdisciplinary team to use in the analysis.  Comments that are received become part of the public record and are available for public review.  We will accept comments until March 17, 2004.  Comments may be oral, written, or electronic and sent to the address listed below.  E-mail comments can be sent to: comments-eastern-ottawa-kenton@fs.fed.us. 
The proposed control strategy project may be categorically excluded from documentation in an Environmental Assessment or an Environmental Impact Statement under FSH 1909.15, Chapter 31.2, category 14 which allows for harvest of trees through commercial or non-commercial and means to control insect outbreaks.  Decisions that are Categorically Excluded are not subject to appeal per 36 CFR 215.12(f). 
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For additional information on this proposed Ips beetle control project please contact Larry Mellstrom, Silviculturist, at the Kenton Ranger District Office, 4810 E. M28, Kenton, MI 49967 or by phone at 906-852-3500, extension 29.  
Sincerely,
/s/Ralph Miller
RALPH E. MILLER

District Ranger
                         [image: image1.wmf]7
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