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Dear Interested Party:

I am writing to inform you of my final decision for the Prospector Vegetation Management Project Environmental Assessment.  On October 28, I signed the Decision Notice and Finding of No Significant Impact (DN/FONSI) to implement selected actions from all three action alternatives as described in the enclosed document.  The DN/FONSI is being sent to those who have requested this document, those that have provided substantive comments during the comment periods for scoping and the Environmental Assessment (EA), and those who have requested to receive copies of project proposals and decisions on the Iron River Ranger District.

There were a few updates/corrections to the pre-decisional EA, which are included in the enclosed Errata Sheet.  The EA in its entirety is available upon request from the Iron River Ranger District office at: 990 Lalley Road, Iron River, MI 49935.

The DN/FONSI explains my rationale for reaching this final decision.  A summary of comments received during the 30-day comment period and responses to those comments are located in the Project File, and are available upon request.  Comments received on this public action are part of the public record and therefore, are available for public inspection upon request.

This decision is subject to appeal pursuant to 36 CFR 215.  A written notice of appeal must be submitted within 45 calendar days after the Legal Notice is published in the Iron River Reporter.  However, when the 45-day filing period would end on a Saturday, Sunday, or Federal holiday, then filing time is extended to the end of the next Federal working day.  The date of the publication of the Legal Notice is the only means for calculating the date by which appeals must be submitted; do not rely upon any other source for this information.  The Notice of Appeal must be sent to:  USDA, Forest Service, Gaslight Building, Suite 700, 626 East Wisconsin Avenue, Milwaukee, WI 53202.  The Notice of Appeal may alternatively be faxed to:  414-944-3963, Attn:  Appeals Deciding Officer, USDA, Forest Service, Eastern Regional Office.  Those wishing to submit appeals by email may do so to appeals-eastern-regional-office@fs.fed.us.  Acceptable formats for electronic comments are text or html email, Adobe portable document format, and formats viewable in Microsoft Office applications.  Hand-delivered appeals may be submitted at the above address between 7:30 and 4:00 pm CT Monday through Friday, except on Federal holidays.  Appeals must meet the content requirements of 36 CFR 215.14 and will only be accepted from those who have standing to appeal as outlined at 36 CFR 215.13.  

Detailed records of the environmental analysis are available for public review at the Iron River Ranger District Office.
If no appeal is received, implementation of this decision may occur on, but not before 5 business days from the close of the appeal filing period.  If an appeal is received implementation may not occur for 15 business days following the date of appeal disposition.  USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.

If you need any additional information, please contact Marlanea French-Pombier, Interdisciplinary Team Leader at the Watersmeet Ranger District office at (906) 358-4551, extension 22.
Sincerely,

/s/ Tracy J. Tophooven
Tracy J. Tophooven
District Ranger
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