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Project Proposal and Request for Comments
Bluff Divide Vegetation Management Project

Kenton Ranger District, Ottawa National Forest
T47NR38W Sections 15, 16, 21-29, 32-36, T47NR37W Sections 18-22, 27-34, 

T46NR37W Sections 5-7 and T46NR38W Sections 1-5, 12 and 13, 

Houghton, Ontonagon and Iron Counties, Michigan;
This letter is being mailed to you because you have expressed an interest in receiving information on timber related projects on the Ottawa or you are an adjoining landowner to the Bluff Divide project area. The objective of this letter is to provide you with basic information on the proposed Bluff Divide Project and let you know how you may obtain additional, more detailed information as well as how to submit your comments to us. 

We are in the planning process for a large area of forest land, called Bluff Divide that lies south of M 28 to FR 5350, and between the Jumbo River and Calderwood Road.  Prior to development of this scoping package, the Interdisciplinary Team (ID Team) has been busy reviewing existing information, developing maps for analysis, taking field trips, getting input from various specialists, and reviewing the Forest Plan for this Management Area (MA) which is designated as MA 3.1.

The ID team has developed a list of proposed actions that are needed to manage the Bluff Divide area to meet Forest Plan objectives, achieve silvicultural objectives, maintain healthy forest conditions, and promote diversity of tree species and habitats. Additionally, roads have been inventoried and transportation plan proposed that will provide access to manage the forest as well as provide outdoor recreation access while protecting the soils and water quality.  Part of the transportation plan includes a snowmobile trail reroute.
Specifically this package includes the following proposals,
· Vegetation Treatments based on forest health and diversity needs including tree cutting and removal.
· Transportation System based on recreation access, feasibility, and resource needs including road maintenance, reconstruction, new construction and road decommissioning.
· Associated Projects including tree planting, fencing, opening reconstruction, a low intensity broadcast burn and miscellaneous small wildlife habitat improvement projects.  
· Decision Framework that explains the planning process.
The tree cutting and removal activities are an important step in maintaining forest health and vegetative diversity of the Bluff Divide area while generating forest products for local and regional markets.  Road maintenance and closures ensure recreation access and management feasibility.  The snowmobile trail re-route alleviates safety and road maintenance concerns.  The associated projects improve wildlife habitat, fisheries and wetland areas.  The low intensity broadcast burn would improve stand conditions and restore grasses and forbs.  
All comments are welcome on this proposal.  Comments will be reviewed by the interdisciplinary team and myself, and will be used to determine whether or not there are any unresolved conflicts that may lead to alternative proposals or additional design features.  It is most helpful for comments to include what concerns you and most importantly why.  Comments should be specific to the Bluff Divide project area and may also include ideas for alternative ways to reach desired conditions.

Comments are most helpful if received by September 7th, 2004.  

Comments should be addressed to:




District Ranger




Kenton Ranger District




Ottawa National Forest




4810 E. M-28




Kenton, MI 49967

Please include the following information, 

1. Your name, address, telephone number, and if applicable, the organization you are representing.

2. Title of the project you are commenting on (Bluff Divide VMP).

3. Comments
If you choose not to comment, but would like to remain on the mailing list for this project please let us know.  If your name is currently on the Ottawa Forest mailing list to receive the Environmental Assessment, then one will be mailed to you even if you choose not to comment at this time.  If your name is not currently on the Ottawa Forest mailing list, and we do not hear from you, your name will be removed from our mailing list and you will not receive future mailings on the Bluff Divide project.  

Comments that are received on this proposal are part of the public record and therefore are available for public inspection upon request.  Comments submitted anonymously will be accepted and considered; however, those who submit anonymous comments may not have standing to appeal the subsequent decision under 36 CFR Part 215.  Please also note that commenting at this time does not guarantee legal standing to appeal.  It will be necessary to comment again during the formal 30-day comment period.  
This scoping package is also located on the Internet at http://www.fs.fed.us/r9/ottawa/forest_management/whatsnew. Then scroll down to Bluff Divide and view the information there. 

Under this proposal, there would be fourteen openings created by clearcutting, ranging from 40-138 acres in size, which are proposed in order to reach vegetation composition objectives for young aspen and jack pine.  These temporary opening proposals are not associated with fire salvage, insect and disease attack, or windstorm and therefore are subject to a 60-day public notice period in accordance with the Forest Plan (p. IV-87).  The public notice period related to temporary openings ends 60 days after publication of a legal notice in the Ironwood Daily Globe.  The Bluff Divide project will also be reviewed by the Regional Forester prior to a final decision.  
If you have any questions or would like more information about this project, please contact Debbie Kill (Team Leader) at the Kenton Ranger District, 4810 E. M-28, Kenton, MI 49967 or (906) 852-3500 (Fax/TTY 906-852-3618).  Comments may be e-mailed to Debbie at dkill@fs.fed.us
Sincerely, 

RALPH E. MILLER

District Ranger

Enclosures

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, gender, religion, age, disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation, and marital or family status. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’s TARGET Center at 202-720-2600 (voice and TDD).

To file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, Room 326-W, Whitten Building, 14th and Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, DC  20250-9410 or call (202) 720-5964 (voice or TDD). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.
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