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Dear Forest Neighbor:

The USDA Forest Service is proposing to realign about 0.2 mile (1,100 feet) of Forest System Road 5250 in Sections 28 and 29 of T46N R38W, Interior Township of Ontonagon County (Exhibits A and B).   The purpose of the proposed realignment is to eliminate a sharp curve (almost 90%) on a downhill grade that has been a safety concern over the last 10 years.  Several accidents have occurred in this area from traffic in the west bound lane.  This proposed project lies within the river corridor of a Scenic River segment of the Middle Branch of the Ontonagon River.  
Forest System Road (FSR) 5250 is a double lane Forest Service level 4 maintained roadway for which more consideration is given to the comfort of the user (See Exhibit C).  The existing roadway segment would be realigned along the northern slope of the river bank, somewhat paralleling the river at a 12% grade while reducing the sharpness of the curve.  There will be a minimal, if any, change in the grade.  The clearing width is projected to be 60 feet depending on the length and depth of the cut bank on the north side of the realigned roadway.  A berm would be installed at the south end and a gate installed at the eastern end of the existing roadway to provide protection and foot access to the Interior cemetery.   The project is anticipated to be accomplished during the summer field season of 2005 or 2006.  
Some connected actions being considered include:  1) decommissioning the existing road bed through scarification and planting white pine trees over a distance of  400 feet along each side of the existing eastern segment of roadway; 2) leaving a foot path down the center of the old roadbed to the cemetery;  3) allowing the remaining roadbed to revegetate naturally; 4) installing a hardened parking area just west of the intersection of FSR 5250 and FSR 5257; and 5) girdling some of the aspen between the existing roadway and river to release the existing white pine understory.  The area covered by this realignment project and its potential connected actions is anticipated to cover about 18 acres. 
Comments are welcome on this proposal.  These comments will be reviewed by the interdisciplinary team and myself, and will be used to determine whether or not there are any unresolved conflicts with this proposed action.  Any comments received on this proposal are part of the public record and therefore, are available for public review upon request. 

To ensure that we have the opportunity to consider your comments throughout the planning process, they should be postmarked or received within 30 days of the legal notice being published in the Ironwood Daily Globe.  Comments can be submitted via e-mail (mailroom_r9_ottawa@fs.fed.us).   For e-mails, state on the subject line “FSR 5250 Road Realignment Project”.  You can also FAX your comments to: (906) 667-0007 or mail them on the attached comment sheet to the address below.
Both oral and written comments are welcomed.  If you have any questions or would like additional information, please contact Jay Wittak at (906) 932-1330 ext 524.   Comments can be mailed to:  Tracy Tophooven c/o Bessemer Ranger District, 500 North Moore Street, Bessemer, MI 49911.   

Sincerely, 

TRACY J. TOPHOOVEN
District Ranger 
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