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	File Code:
	1950/7720

	Date:
	April 26, 2004

	Dear Interested Party:
	


Enclosed is a copy of the Forest System Road (FSR) 5250 Road Realignment Project Environmental Assessment (EA).  The EA is being sent to those who provided input on the initial scoping document and to those who have requested to receive copies of project proposals on the Ottawa National Forest.

Two alternatives were evaluated in detail in the EA, the No Action and Alternative 2 (the Proposed Action). The alternative that I am considering is Alternative 2, which proposes to realign approximately 0.2 miles of FSR 5250 near the bridge crossing the Middle Branch of the Ontonagon River.  Alternative 2 was designed to improve user safety by eliminating a sharp curve in the road’s existing design.  Connected actions associated with Alternative 2 include the following:  1) decommissioning the existing road segment and planting white pine and white spruce within the existing roadbed; 2) leaving a hardened path down the existing road segment to accommodate foot and wheelchair access to a historic cemetery site; 3) restricting ATV access on the hardened path and within the cemetery site; 4) installing a hardened parking area; 5) girdling some trees to release an established white pine understory; and 6) establishing white spruce and white pine adjacent to the river. 
Public participation is an important part of the analysis and, as such, I encourage you to take a look at the enclosed document.  To ensure that I have an opportunity to consider your comments before I make my final decision, your comments must be postmarked or received within 30 days beginning the day after publication of the legal notice in the Ironwood Daily Globe.  When the comment period would end on a Saturday, Sunday or Federal holiday comments will be accepted until the end of the next Federal working day.  No comments will be accepted after the 30-day comment period ends.  

Please address your comments to Tracy Tophooven, District Ranger, Watersmeet Ranger District, Old US 2 East, P.O. Box 276, Watersmeet, MI  49969.  Office hours, for those who wish to hand deliver or provide oral comments, are 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m., Monday – Friday (except Federal holidays).  Oral comments must be provided at the above listed office, or by telephone at: (906) 358-4551 during those hours.  Alternatively comments may be submitted by facsimile at (906) 358-4829 or by email at:  comments-eastern-ottawa-watersmeet@fs.fed.us (please put “Comments on FSR 5250 Road Realignment Project” in the subject line).  In order to have standing to appeal, each individual or representative of a group or organization that submits comments must sign or provide for verification of identity according to the requirements of 36 CFR 215.6(3)(iv) and (v).  Only those who provide timely substantive comments, through one of the methods and including all of the information described above, will have standing to appeal (36 CFR 215.13).

In order to be considered, comments must be substantive, that is they must be within the scope of the proposed action, specific to the proposed action, have a direct relationship to the proposed action and include supporting reasons for me to consider (36 CFR 215.2).  If you wish to reference scientific literature in your comment letter I request that you send a copy of the reference you have cited and include rationale as to how you feel it is pertinent to the specific project at hand.  This will allow me to fully evaluate your comments; if I do not receive a copy of the literature I may not be able to utilize it in making my decision.  

Copies of the decision will be mailed to those who request it and those who comment on the project.  The final decision on this project will be subject to appeal pursuant to 36 CFR 215.11; unless no substantive comments expressing concerns (or only supportive comments) are received during this 30-day comment period (36 CFR 215.12(e)(1)). 
Comments that are received on this proposal are part of the public record and therefore, are available for public inspection upon request.  Comments submitted anonymously will be accepted and considered; however, those who submit anonymous comments will not have standing to appeal the subsequent decision under 36 CFR Part 215.

Thank you for your interest in this project.  If you have any questions, please contact Jay Wittak, Interdisciplinary Team Leader, at (906) 932-1330 extension 524. 
Sincerely,

/s/TRACY J. TOPHOOVEN
TRACY J. TOPHOOVEN 
District Ranger
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