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Dear Forest Neighbor: 
The USDA Forest Service is proposing to rehabilitate and expand an existing gravel pit located in Section 2, T45N-R40W, Watersmeet Township of Gogebic County Michigan.  The gravel pit is commonly referred to as County Line Lake Gravel Pit (Exhibits A and B).  The purpose of the proposed project is to reduce and wherever possible, eliminate several vertical faces that are a safety hazards.  The pit faces are estimated to be between 50 to 80 feet in height in an area that is accessible to the general public by passenger vehicles.  This project will initiate the long term expansion and development of this site serving the gravel needs of this area.    
The existing gravel pit is approximately 500 feet long and 760 feet wide covering approximately 8.8 acres.  This site is part of a forested esker that runs north to south on National Forest System lands adjacent to a private landowner to the west.   In addition, a marsh exists on the west, northwest and northeast sides of the esker.  The property line between the private landowner and the NFS lands has been marked to standard.  The project site is located in Management 3.2.     

The proposed action is to remove approximately 25,000 cubic yards of gravel through the shaping of the west and north faces.  The expansion area would be approximately 4 acres in size.  This project is anticipated to start during the summer of 2004 and would continue for several years.  Some of the material would be used in the rehabilitation of the Matchwood Road (FSR 6930) with some available for sale to the public.   This is a site would provide mineral material for both the Forest Service and the public.   
The trees on the top of each face would be harvested to allow for the shaping of a 2:1 sloping throughout the entire gravel pit.  On the west and northwest sides, trees would be removed to within 50 feet of the FS boundary line to allow for rehabilitation of the slope.  This tree removal would continue along the north side of the pit to facilitate the completion of the shaping and 2:1 slope needed.  Expansion to facilitate rehabilitation would also occur along the north face.  Operational set backs would be in place to eliminate effects on the surrounding marsh area described above.  It is anticipated the project area would be 4 acres in size.  Stumps and oversized rocks would be piled in the southwest corner of the existing pit.  A gravel pit plan would be developed for this site. 
Comments are welcome on this proposal.  These comments will be reviewed by the interdisciplinary team and myself, and will be used to determine whether or not there are any unresolved conflicts with this proposed action.  Any comments received on this proposal are part of the public record and therefore, are available for public review upon request. 

To ensure that we have the opportunity to consider your comments throughout the planning process, they should be postmarked or received within 30 days of the legal notice being published in the Ironwood Daily Globe.  Comments can be submitted via e-mail (mailroom _r9_ottawa@fs.fed.us).  For e-mails, state on the subject line “County Line Lake Gravel Pit Project”.  You can also FAX your comments to: (906) 667-0007 or mailed them on the attached comment sheet to the address below.    

Both oral and written comments are welcomed.  If you have any questions or would like additional information, please contact Jay Wittak at (906) 932-1330 ext 524.  Comments can be mailed to:  Tracy Tophooven c/o Bessemer Ranger District, 500 North Moore Street, Bessemer, MI 49911. 

Sincerely, 

TRACY J. TOPHOOVEN

District Ranger 
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