United States Forest Hoosier 811 Constitution Avenue
Department of Service National Bedford, IN 47421
Agriculture Forest Phone: 812-275-5987
Fax: 812-279-3423
TDD: 1-800-877-8339

File Code: 543()
Date: September 29, 2003

Greetings :

Because you have indicated interest in management activities on the Hoosier National Forest, |
am writing to let you know that I have issued a Decision Notice for the Braun Exchange.

The purpose of this project is to convey 202.24 acres of federal land to Michael K. Braun for
277.05 acres of private land.

To obtain a copy of the Decision Notice, please contact Ross H. Taylor, Hoosier National Forest,
811 Constitution Avenue, Bedford, Indiana 47421, or call 812-275-5987.

I selected Alternative A (Proposed Exchange) for implementation, as it best carries out the
Forest Plan by meeting 9 of the 12 criteria for land available for exchange (Forest Plan
Appendix E). Alternatives B (No Action) and C (Land Purchase) are less favorable because they
either do not meet the purpose and need or are less desirable when considering all the
environmental effects.

Personal contact and letters were used to request input on this project. We mailed letters to and
requested comments from more than 290 individuals, groups, and adjacent landowners. In
addition, the public was notified of the proposed exchange by a legal notice appearing in The
Clarion News and The Paoli News. We received 12 responses from the request for comments.

A legal notice was published in the Sunday Hoosier Times newspaper, Bloomington, Indiana on
October 5, 2003. We received one comment on the predecisional environmental assessment
(EA) with the response included in the EA, Appendix F.

The 45-day appeal filing period will begin the day after publication of the legal notice in the
Sunday edition of the Hoosier Times, Bloomington, Indiana. Notice is also planned for
publication in The Clarion News, Corydon, Indiana, and The Paoli News, Paoli, Indiana
newspapers.

Sincerely,

/s/ Kenneth G. Day
KENNETH G. DAY
Forest Supervisor

s G
Caring for the Land and Serving People Printed on Recycled Paper "’



