
DRAFT GOALS FOR THE GREEN MOUNTAIN NATIONAL FOREST 
LAND MANAGEMENT AND RESOURCE PLAN 

 
 
WE ARE COMMITTED TO MEETING ALL REQUIREMENTS OF 
APPLICABLE FEDERAL LAWS.  THESE REQUIREMENTS INCLUDE: 
 
Maintain and restore chemical, physical and biological integrity of surface 
waters – Clean Water Act 
   
Protect and enhance the quality of air resources – Clean Air Act 
 
Conserve threatened and endangered species – Endangered Species Act 
  
Provide for viability of native and desirable non-native species. – National 
Forest Management Act (NFMA) 
   
Preserve and protect historic and archeological sites and resources – 
National Historic Preservation Act And Archeological Resources Protection 
Act 
   
Provide for multiple uses: outdoor recreation, range, timber, watershed 
and wildlife and fish  - Multiple Use and Sustained Yield Act (MUSY) 
   
Develop and administer renewable energy resources - MUSY 

 
                     DISCUSSION DRAFT GOALS 
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Soils 
1. Maintain productivity of soils. 
   
Biodiversity 
2. Restore Atlantic salmon to the Connecticut River 

watershed. 
 
3. Enhance and maintain riparian and aquatic habitats. 
 
4. Maintain and protect wetland areas. 
 
5. Maintain adequate quality, amount, and distribution 

of habitats to produce viable and sustainable 
populations of plants and animals. 

 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

6. Maintain a full range of ecological processes and 
systems that naturally occur on the Green Mountain 
National Forest (GMNF). 
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7. Increase use of prescribed fire to maintain openings 

on the GMNF for wildlife and human uses.  
 
8. Enhance and maintain wildlife corridors and linkages. 
 
9. Coordinate habitat management with other federal, 

state and local agencies. (Requirement!) 
 
10. Protect all rare and uncommon or outstanding 

biological, ecological, or geological areas on the 
GMNF, including old growth and native flora. 

   
Vegetation Management 
11. Provide for and manage a sustainable vegetation and 

timber management program on the GMNF. 
   
12. Provide benefits to other resource areas through 

coordinated timber harvesting. 
   
13. Increase biodiversity by providing a range of 

vegetative age classes and types from early 
successional to old growth through sustainable 
timber harvesting and vegetation management. 

   
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Recreation 

 C
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14. Maintain quality settings for motorized recreational 
opportunities. 

 
15. Maintain quality settings for non-motorized 

recreational opportunities. 
 
16. Maintain and protect Wilderness and primitive areas 

to provide opportunities for quiet recreation and 
solitude. 

 
17. Provide a high quality and diverse trail system. 
 
18. Decrease recreational user conflicts. 
 
19. Emphasize dispersed recreation opportunities. 
 
20. Provide recreation and relaxation opportunities for 

the wearied urban masses. 
 
21. Maintain, not increase, GMNF lands designated as 

alpine ski areas. 
 
22. Continue to provide four season recreational 

opportunities at alpine ski areas. 
   
Transportation and Access 
23. Provide an adequate level of road access to the forest. 
 
24. Provide adequate access opportunities for a more 

diverse array of uses. 
 
25. Improve  accessibility opportunities for people with 

disabilities. 
 
26. Improve control of illegal uses through law 

enforcement and access controls. 
 
Scenic 
27. Maintain and enhance visual resources such as 

viewsheds, vistas, overlooks, and special features. 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Heritage   

 C
U

L
T

U
R

A
L
 R

E
S
O

U
R

C
E
 G

O
A

L
S
 

28. Protect all uncommon or outstanding recreational and 
heritage areas on the GMNF. 

 
Renewable Energy 
29. Provide opportunities for renewable energy use and 

development as long as it does not negatively impact 
other resources. 

 
Community  
30. Support regional and local economies through 

resource production and resource protection. 
 
31. Maintain and enhance partnerships with community 

organizations. 
 
32. Protect qualities of the GMNF that contribute to 

Vermont's uniqueness and culture. 
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Multiple Use 
33. Provide for a wide range of uses and activities in an 

ecologically, socially and economically sustainable 
way. 

  
34. Minimize negative impacts of human activities to 

forest resources. 
 



 
 

Information and Education
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35. Improve GMNF sign system. 
 
36. Provide educational opportunities on silvicultural 

techniques and sound forest management practices. 
 

37. Increase educational opportunities provided by and 
on the GMNF. 

 
38. Maintain and enhance relationships with local 

communities. 
 

39. Coordinate with federal and state agencies. 
 

40. Keep the Forest Plan current through an ongoing 
planning program and amendments. 

 
41. Monitor activities and resources to determine effects, 

benefits, and conditions on an ongoing basis. 
  
 
 
 
Land Adjustment  L
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42. Evaluate potential land acquisition parcels for 
resource conditions before or immediately after 
purchase. 

 
43. Place newly acquired lands in a management area 

immediately after purchase. 
 

44. Identify and mark GMNF boundaries within budgetary 
constraints. 
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