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This is the first in a series of Local Planning meetings 
All meetings will begin at 6:30 PM   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Tuesday, January 21, 2003 
Arlington Town Hall Route 7A, Arlington VT 

 
Thursday, January 23, 2003 

Holley Hall, Main ST Bristol, VT 
 

Thursday, January 30, 2003 
Howe Center, Strong Ave. Rutland, VT 

 
Tuesday, February 11, 2003, Granville Town Hall 

Route 100 Granville, VT 
 

Wednesday, February 12, 2003 
Londonderry Town Offices, Old School Road South Londonderry, VT 

 
MEETING AGENDA 

• Welcome 
• What has been happening since the last meeting 
• Summary of comments received on the Notice of Intent 
• Overview of the Planning Process 
• Discussion of Desired Future Conditions for the Forest 
 

Please contact us ahead of time if you need an Interpreter 
For more information call Melissa Reichert at 802-747-6754 

Or visit our website:  www.fs.fed.us/r9/gmfl/nepa_planning/plan_revision.htm 
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PROGRESS UPDATE  

FOREST PLAN REVISION ASSESSMENTS 
 
These are the specialized reports being prepared for this forest, which will 

assist with the revision of the current forest plan. 
 

• Wild and Scenic Rivers- Forest employees are gathering information on 
rivers on the Green Mountain National Forest (GMNF) that must be 
evaluated for their potential to qualify under this national program.  Our 
last plan stated that at least 38 rivers should be sent through this review 
process.  We expect to have a draft by mid-March 2003. 

 
• Soils- A contract has been awarded to assess the soils of the forest 

should be completed by summer 2003. 
 

• Species Viability Evaluation (SVE)- This is an evaluation of the status of 
plant and animal species that either are, (or may be) at risk.  This project 
is coordinated with the White Mountain National Forest in New Hampshire.    
This detailed project has been underway for over a year and is now close 
to completion.   

 
• Roads Analysis Process (RAP)- This is an analysis of all Forest roads 

designed for 2wd passenger vehicles.  A draft report was completed Jan. 
13, 2003.   

 
• Vegetation Inventory on Newly Acquired Lands- This evaluation will help 

determine lands suitable or unsuitable for vegetation management. 
Expected completion by early summer 2003. 

 
• Roadless Areas Inventory and Wilderness Evaluation- Geographic 

Information System (GIS) computer data layers are being prepared by 
contractors; evaluation of wilderness suitability is expected by mid 
summer 2003.  This will include information on improved roads, recreation 
mapping, private in-holdings and easements, and historical vegetation 
management. 

 
• GIS Biodiversity Assessment – This is an analysis of physical (i.e. soils) 

and biological features (i.e. rare plant sites) and natural communities (i.e. 
rich northern hardwoods) of the National Forest, including the expanded 
Proclamation Boundary in the Taconics.  We hope to prepare this report in 
cooperation with the University of Vermont’s Spatial Analysis Lab.  This 
analysis will provide an important source of information for identifying 
natural areas and rare species habitats and any  additional need  for 
conservation. 
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• Water Resources- This is an analysis of the water resources on the 

GMFL.  Forest Service personnel are preparing a report with completion 
expected by spring 2003. 

 
• Socio/Economic Analysis- Staff training in February, contract development 

by mid March. 
 
 
 
Contact for more information: 
 
Forest Service      Assessment    email   phone 
Contact                 Topic 
 
Jeff LeFebvre Roads Analysis Process   jlefebvre@fs.fed.us  802-747-6728 
 
Pam Novitzky Wild & Scenic Rivers      pnovitzky@fs.fed.us   802-747-6759 
   Roadless, Wilderness 
   Socio/Economic 
 
Melissa Reichert Roadless, Wilderness  mmreichert@fs.fed.us  802-747-6754 
   Water 
  
Diane Burbank Biodiversity    dburbank@fs.fed.us      802-388-4362, ext 116 
   Species Viability  
 
Terry Gokee  Species Viability  tgokee@fs.fed.us         802-747-6734 
 
Nancy Burt  Soils Assessment   nburt@fs.fed.us                802-747-6742 
 
Bob Burt   Vegetation Inventory on rburt@fs.fed.us      802-747-6738 
   Newly Acquired Lands 

mailto:jlefebvre@fs.fed.us
mailto:pnovitzky@fs.fed.us
mailto:mmreichert@fs.fed.us
mailto:dburbank@fs.fed.us
mailto:tgokee@fs.fed.us
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Summary of Comments to the Notice of Intent 
Green Mountain National Forest 

 
• Purpose: The purpose of the Notice of Intent (NOI) comment period was to:  

-  Gather issues that the public felt had been left out of the NOI but should be included; or 
-  Confirm that the planning team had addressed all the issues currently facing the Green Mt. NF. 

 
• Process: To organize and analyze each public response received, analysis of the comments was 

conducted.  Each public response was reviewed by at least two members of the Forest Planning 
Team.  NOI comments were analyzed to determine issues of public concern, they were not tallied as 
votes.   

 
• Summary: Review of the public comments confirmed that the plan revision process will be covering 

the concerns of the public.  The majority of the comments received dealt with public interest in 
recreation (22.9%), social/economic issues (13.9%), and vegetation (11.8%). 

 
NOI Comment Timeline 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Release of 
NOI 

Official Deadline on 
Comment Period: 

713 Responses 
Received 

Additional 
42 

Responses 
Received 

Summary and 
Presentation of 

Results 

Analysis 
and Review 

of 
Comments 

Content Analysis: 
Responses Coded 

by Category 

Jan-Feb
2003 

Dec-Jan 
2003 

Nov-Dec
2002 

Aug-Dec
2002 

December 
2002 

August 
2002 

May 
2002 

Public Responses 
Reviewed by 

Planning Team 
Leader 

Percent of Responses by Category

5

10

15

20

25

Pe
rc

en
t (

%
)

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Total Responses Received 
 
Total Responses 
  Received 755 

    Number of 
       Unique Letters 
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       Form Letters (88%) 

 
 
 
 
Top 10 Comment Subjects 
 

Category Subject # of Comments % of Comments 
Social/Economic Social/Economic: General 797 6 
Wildlife and Fish Wildlife Habitat 774 6 
Recreation ATV Use 605 5 
Recreation Snowmobile Use 559 4 
Special Designation Areas Wilderness Recommendations 549 4 
Recreation Trail Density 537 4 
Timber Timber: General 500 4 
Ecological Patterns & Processes Ecosystem Health 441 4 
Recreation Motorized Recreational Use 435 3 
Transportation Road Density 401 3 

Green Mountain National Forest    January 2003 



 
Organizations, Industries, Governments,    Number of Responses  
and Groups that Responded*        by State 
        
Appalachian Trail Conference 

State Number of 
Responses 

Percent of Total 
Responses 

Vermont 643 85 
New York 23 3 
New 
Hampshire 

23 3 

Massachusetts 17 2 
California 7 <1 
New Jersey 5 <1 
Pennsylvania 5 <1 
Michigan 4 <1 
Oregon 4 <1 
Washington 4 <1 
Illinois 3 <1 
Maine 3 <1 
West Virginia 3 <1 
Connecticut 2 <1 
Colorado 1 <1 
Indiana 1 <1 
Minnesota 1 <1 
Ohio 1 <1 
Rhode Island 1 <1 

Associated Industries of Vermont 
Catamount Trail Association 
Desmeules, Olmstead & Ostler 
Ecosystem Science and Conservation 
Farm & Wilderness 
Forest Watch 
George B. Crafts and Son 
Green Mountain Club 
MuseArts 
National Wild Turkey Federation 
National Wildlife Federation 
Pacific Rivers Council 
Randolph Union High School 
Ruffed Grouse Society 
Steven R. Wood Systems 
The Wilderness Society 
University of Vermont 
USDA Forest Service 
Vermont ATV Sportsman’s Association 
Vermont Fish and Wildlife 
Vermont Mountain Bike Advocates 
Vermont Natural Resources Council 
Vermont Woodlands Association 
 
*Note: Numerous comments were received 
from individuals with no designated affiliation. 
 
 
Example: General Categories with Specific Subjects
 

1. Ecological Patterns & Processes 
01. General 
02. Biodiversity 
03. Ecological Land 

Classification 
04. Ecosystem Health 
05. Landscape Design 
06. Succession 
07. Vertical Structure 
08. Natural Disturbance 
09. Old Growth/Reserves 
10. Riparian 
11. Watershed 
12. Fertility/Nutrient Cycling 
13. Global Climate Change 
14. Carbon Sequestration 
15. Insect & Disease 
16. Fragmentation/Edge Effect 
17. Comment Noted 

 

 
9. Social/Economic 

01. General 
02. Employment 
03. 25% Fund/PILT 
04. Community Sustainability 
05. Below-cost Timber Sales 
06. Economic Analysis 
07. Accessibility/ADA 
08. Visuals/Scenery Mgt.  
09. Special Uses (cell towers, 
      windmills, big tours) 
10. Law Enforcement 
11. Safety 
12. Tourism 
13. Partnerships/Volunteers 
14. Land Acquisition 
15. Comment Noted 
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Formal and informal 
comments (1996-2001) 

Notice 
Of 

Intent 
May 
2002 

90 Day Formal Written 
Comment Period 

(8/30/2002) 

Issue Exploration
Winter – 

Summer 2003 

Assessment 
Exploration 

Winter – 
Summer 2003

Alternative Development – Draft  
Management Areas and Standards 

Summer 2003-Winter 2004

Alternative Development – 
Draft Alternatives 

Fall 2003 – Spring 2004 

Draft 
EIS and 

Plan 
Summer

2004

Formal Written 
Comment Period

(Fall 2004)

Final EIS, 
Record of 

Decision and 
Plan 

June 2005

Formal 
Appeal 
Period 
(2005) 

Continuous Informal Public Input through phone calls, 
letters, emails, public meetings, and local planning 

groups (2002-2004)



Contact Information 
 
 

  Melissa Reichert at 802-747-6754 
  231 N. Main St. 

     Rutland, VT 05701 
  E Mail: gmflplanrevision@fs.fed.us  
  Visit our Website at:  

 www.fs.fed.us/r9/gmfl/nepa_planning/plan_revision.htm 
 
 
 
 
 
Local Planning Group Topics  
 
 

  Recreation – developed and undeveloped areas 
  Trails – amount, use distance 
  Biodiversity/Wildlife  
  Ecosystems 
  Land Acquisition Priorities 
  Road Management & Uses 
  Sustainable Timber Program 
  Wilderness 
  Other Special Areas 
  Newly Acquired Lands    Management 
  Socio-economic Concerns  
  Interactions Between Uses 
  Land Acquisition’s Future Management 
  Management Standards 
  Management Area Descriptions 
  Management Area Land Allocations 
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