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The National Forest System was established
in 1891 to protect forests and watersheds as
well as to provide the American public with a
continuous supply of timber. The Forest
Service has since expanded their mission to
provide other things including: recreation,
grazing, various habitats for wildlife, special
areas, and education. Providing a sustainable
source of timber is still an important part of
the Forest Service mission.

Why do National Forests Harvest Timber?
Wood products are one of the multiple uses
the Forest Service isrequired to provide
under the 1960 Multiple Use-Sustained Yield
Act. Timber harvesting is used as atool to
manage the National Forests for forest health,
wildlife habitat, water quality, roads and trail
systems and sustainable producti on of Wood
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isdonein away that protectsthe
environment. Federal laws like the National
Environmental Policy Act, Clean Water Act,
and Endangered Species Act are followed
when harvesting timber on National Forest
Land.

Reasons for past timber harvestson FLNF

e Create younger forest areas to enhance
wildlife habitat and maintain healthy
forests

e Maintain oak forest on National Forest

e Convert non-native red pine plantations to
native hardwoods

e Thin hardwood stands to enhance oak
acorn crops for wildlife and encourage
future oak regeneration.

Vegetation Management
Finger Lakes National Forest Factsheet

e Maintainvistas
e Remove diseased trees and hazard trees
along hiking trails

History of FLNF Timber Harvesting

o FLNF has harvested 38% less acrage than
what was estimated in Forest Plan.

e On
average,
58 acres
per year
have
been
harvested. That trandates to cutting our
forested areas once every 154 years!

e Activities to improve forested stands are
completed on about 20 acres per year.

e 145 cords of firewood are sold each year
to local people.

e Only about 34% of the FLNF is available,
or suitable, for timber harvesting.

Other Vegetation M anagement

The Finger Lakes National Forest also
maintains grassland and shrubland. Tools
used for thisinclude mowing, burning and
hand pruning. Severa wildlife groups, the
Hector Grazing Association, and local
volunteers help the National Forest maintain
these habitats. These habitat types are
uncommon on other landsin the areaand are
important for wildlife, recreation, and
grazing.

Other Information
e |Implementing the FLNF Land and
Resource Management Plana 15 Year
Retrospective
e Finger Lakes National Forest Timber
Management - Definitions and
Frequently Asked Questions
This information can be found on our web
page or requested from our District officein
Hector, NY.

Finger Lakes National Forest, 5218 State Route 414, Hector NY 14841
www.fs.fed.us/r9/gmfl/nepa_planning/plan_revision.htm
Ph - (607) 546-4470, Fax — (607) 546-4470 email - gmflplanrevision@fs.fed.us
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5218 State Route 414
Hector, NY 14841
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Mike Dockry, Forest Planner

The mission of the Green Mountain and Finger Lakes National Forest is to
sustain, protect and enhance the forest ecosystem. Employees, with the aid of
the public, understand that their greatest asset is the land, their greatest strength
is the work force, and they will strive to gain public understanding, trust, and
confidence in all that they do through demonstration and education.

The text of this report can be provided locally in large
type.

Please call 802-747-6700 (TTY/TDD—802-747-6765)
and request it in this format.

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibitsdiscrimination in all its programs and
activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, gender, religion, age, disability, political beliefs,
sexual orientation, or marital or family status. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.)
Per sons with disabilities who require alter native means for communication of program information
(Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA's TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600
(voiceand TDD).

To file acomplaint of discrimination, write USDA, Director, office of Civil Rights, Room 326-W, Whitten
Building, 14th and Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (202) 720-5964 (voice
and TDD). USDA isan equal opportunity provider and employer.
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