
Wild and Scenic Rivers Act 
 
Agencies are required to consider and evaluate rivers on lands they manage for 
potential designation while preparing their broader land and resource management 
plans under Section 5(d)(1) of the Act.  For the Green Mountain National Forest, we 
expect to release the Wild and Scenic River Evaluation as part of the Draft 
Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS) in Fall 2004. 
 
Wild and Scenic River Process- Note- The Green Mnt NF will only be able to 
complete steps 1 & 2 by the 2005 deadline for revision of our Forest Plan. 
 

1. Inventory and Eligibility – Inventory and determination of Eligibility 
a. Eligibility is an evaluation of whether a candidate river is free-flowing and 

possesses one or more Outstandingly Remarkable Values (ORVs) 
i. ORV’s are outlined as follows in Section 1(b) and the Fed 

Register: 
1. Scenic 
2. Recreational 
3. Geologic 
4. Fish and wildlife 
5. Historic 
6. Cultural 
7. Other similar values, such as ecological 

b. Create a list of rivers which have been determined as eligible for WSR 
2. Classification – Classification as wild, scenic, or recreational 

a. Once a river is determined eligible, the river is analyzed as to its current 
level of development (water resources projects, shoreline development, 
and accessibility) and a recommendation is made that it be placed into one 
or more of three classes – wild, scenic, or recreational. 

3. Suitability – Determination of whether to recommend a river as part of the 
National System. 

a. A suitability analysis is designed to answer the following questions: 
i. Should the river’s free-flowing character, water quality, and ORVs 

be protected, or are one or more other uses important enough to 
warrant doing otherwise? 

ii. Will the river’s free-flowing character, water quality, and ORVs be 
protected through designation?  Is it the best method for protecting 
the river corridor?  In answering these questions, the benefits and 
impacts of WSR designation must be evaluated and alternative 
protection methods considered. 

iii. Is there a demonstrated commitment to protect the river by any 
nonfederal entities that may be partially responsible for 
implementing protective management? 

4. Boundary Identification and Determination – Tentative boundaries must be 
outlined. 



a. Boundary may not exceed an average of 320 acres per river miles (about 
¼ mile or 1320 on each side of the river) 

b. Detailed boundaries portrayed on maps must be established and submitted 
to congress within one year of designation. 

 
5. Recommendation – Formal WSR study report to Congress 

a. The recommendation is made through a ROD for an EIS (regardless if the 
suitability study is conducted in a land use plan or analyzed in a separate 
study) 

6. Designation – Suitable rivers are either Designated or Not Designated 
a. This is the process where by rivers are added to the National Wild and 

Scenic Rivers System by an act of Congress or by administrative action 
Section 2(a)(ii) (rivers already protected by the State’s Governor) 

7. Management 
a. Each component of the national wild and scenic rivers system shall be 

administered in such a manner as to protect and enhance the values which 
caused it to be included in said system Section 10(a) 

b. Must remain free-flowing and no Federal Power Commission shall license 
the construction of any dam, water conduit, reservoir, powerhouse, 
transmission line, or other project works under the Federal Power Act 

 
 
For more information, please contact:  
Pam Novitzky at pnovitzky@fs.fed.us or, 
Melissa Reichert, at mmreichert@fs.fed.us 


