Finger Lakes National lforest
Forest Plan Revision

First Draft Alternatives
March 4, 2003



Agenda

Welcome/Introductions/Announcements (5 min)
Detailed Overview of Plan Revision (15 min)
How Forest Plan Alternatives are Drafted (10 min)

Presentation of 1% drafts ( 15 min)

Review Maps and provide comments (1 hr 15 min)



Announcements

* Meeting notes and information from past
meetings

e Past 1ssues or other 1ssues

» Public input meetings — No Decisions



NEXT PUBLIC PLANNING
MEETINGS

No Plan Revision meetings for the next couple of
months.

Possible meeting for draft Trail Alternatives early
summer

Public meeting on the draft Plan, late summer

Informal Field Trip Tomorrow — 9am Hector
Office



Goals for this evening:

Provide more detail on Plan Revision
Process

Provide information on how alternatives
are drafted

Present three preliminary alternatives

Get feedback on the alternatives



Forest Plan Revision
 Why are we revising the plan?

 How can you get involved?

* Where are we in the process?
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Formal and informal
comments
(1996-2001)

Notice of
Intent
(May 2002)

90 Day Formal
Written Comment
Period
(August 2002)
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Issue Exploration —>
Winter-Summer 2003

Assessment

Review

Winter-Summer
2003

Alternative
Development — Draft

MAs and Standards
summer 2003-Winter 2004

Public Map
Creation — Draft

Alternatives

Winter 2003- Spring 2004

Alternative

Development —
Draft Alternatives
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Draft EIS and Formal Written Comment Analysis

Plan Comment Period
Summer 2004 Fall 2004 (90 days) Completion of the

Environmental Impact
Statement

Fin al E IS Winter 2005 — Spring 2005
and Plan

June 2005

Formal
Appeal
Period

Summer— Fall 2005




What is in a Forest Plan?

Goals and Objectives
Standards and Guidelines
Management Areas

Land suitable for timber harvesting and
upper limits on timber sales

Monitoring and Evaluation Requirements



Why are we having this meeting?

 This 1s the planning team’s first draft.
— Before Specialists analyze 1n detail
— Before Regional Office approves
— Before formal public comment

» This 1s a unique opportunity for input
* We believe that this input will help develop

better alternatives before we enter the in-
depth writing and analysis phase.









Pasture for Grazing (MA 1.2A)

2 2003



Pasture - Compatible Uses and
Benefits

» Livestock grazing
« Wildlife habitat for forage and nesting

« Recreation — biking, hiking, horseback riding,
snowmobiling on trails, hunting, bird watching

 Scenic values

» Research and demonstration of ecologically sound
pasture management

* Revenue from grazing helps offset costs of
grassland maintenance

« Farmers in Hector Grazing Association benefit



Grassland for Wildlife (MA 1.2B)
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Grassland - Compatible Uses
and Benefits



Shrubland (MA-1.3)
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Shrubland - Compatible Uses
and Benefits

» Wildlife habitat for forage and nesting

* Recreation— hunting, fishing, wildlife and
bird observation, fruit picking, trails

 Small amounts of firewood will be available

* Scenic variety and vistas



Forest — Shade Tolerant (MA 2.1)
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Forest — Shade Tolerant - Compatible Uses
and Benefits

» Promotes shade tolerant Northern Hardwoods like
maple and hemlock

* Recreation — camping, hiking, cross-country skiing,
horseback riding, snowmobiling, hunting, wildlife
observation

* Provides another habitat type to increase wildlife
habitat diversity

* High quality timber and firewood
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Forest - Shade Intolerant - Compatible
Uses and Benetits

» Promotes shade intolerant species like oak and
hickory

» Recreation - camping, hiking, cross-country skiing,
biking, horseback riding, snowmobiling, hunting,
wildlife and bird observation

* Production of high quality saw-timber
* Scenic vistas

* Firewood and Fence posts



Special Area
(MA 8.1)
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Special Area - Compatible Uses

» Protection of uncommon or outstanding
values for public education and enjoyment
(Other uses are secondary)

» Recreation - camping, trails, hunting,
wildlife and bird observation



Newly Acquired Lands (MA 9.2)




New Management Area — Interior
Forest

* Need a new name (Future old forest?)

» Creation of closed canopy forest with little
or no timber harvest

e No new motorized recreation

» Also managed for “back country” recreation
experiences



Alternatives

Different arrangements creates different “alternatives™ in
Plan Revision — Options for future management

Biodiversity — Habitat types can’t be eliminated but
amounts and locations could shift

Alternatives need to be feasible with budgets

Legal Requirement and forms basis for in depth analysis
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Current Plan
Alternative

] Grassland for
Grazing

[ Grassland for
Wildlife

B Shrublands

M Forest - Shade
Tolerant

[ Forest - Shade
Intolerant

B Interior Forest?

W Special Area










Draft
Alternative 1
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Draft
Alternative 2

] Grassland for
Grazing

[ Grassland for
Wildlife

B Shrublands

M Forest - Shade
Tolerant

@ Forest - Shade
Intolerant

B Interior Forest?

B Special Area
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CONTACT INFORMATION

* Mike Dockry at 607-546-4470
e 5218 State Route 414, Hector, NY, 14841
* Email — gmflplanrevision@fs.fed.us

 Or visit our website:
www.fs.fed.us/r9/gmfl/nepa planning/

plan revision.htm
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