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CAYWOOD POINT
Location



CAYWOOD POINT
LOCATION:

• Seneca Lake
• State Route 414 
• North of Valois
• South of Lodi
• Seneca County



CAYWOOD POINT
LOCATION:

South of 
Caywood 
Vineyard

Across from 
Shalestone



CAYWOOD POINT
Location and 

Current Uses:
• Entrance Gate –

Route 414
• Current uses –

hiking, hunting
• Water access



CAYWOOD POINT
Parcel Description:
• Only lake front 

property owned 
by FS 

• Formerly known 
as Camp Seneca 

• 214 acres
• Private in-

holdings



CAYWOOD POINT

HISTORY OF THE LAND PARCEL



CAYWOOD POINT 
HISTORY - TIMELINE
• Native American presence in area 

along lakes
• 1775 - American Revolution 
• 1779 - Sullivan Campaign 
• Late 1700’s - Euro-American 

Settlers begin to arrive



CAYWOOD POINT
• Settler named 

George Faussett
• Faussett’s Point



CAYWOOD POINT
• The Hazlitt’s Story



CAYWOOD POINT
HISTORY - TIMELINE
• 1828 – George transferred farm to 

son James
• 1858 – James transferred farm to 

son-in-law George Predmore
• 1917 – Lydia Predmore transferred 

property to son James



CAYWOOD POINT
HISTORY - TIMELINE
• 1924 – James Predmore sold 

property to Elmira Council of Boy 
Scouts

• 1996 – Elmira Council of Boy Scouts 
sold property to Trust for Public 
Land

• 1996- Trust for Public Land 
conveyed property to USFS.



CAYWOOD POINT
HISTORICAL ERA OF INTEREST

• When George Predmore and Lydia 
Faussett Predmore owned the 
property (1858-1900’s)



FOSSENVUE
What was Fossenvue?

• Summer lakeside retreat 
• Campground for young 

suffragettes
• Artist’s colony
• Attended by men and women
• Lasted over a quarter of a century



FOSSENVUE
The Origins:

• The idea of “camping out” for the 
summer holiday was an idea born in 
July of 1875 at Lochland.

• Lochland was the name of the Miller 
Estate in Geneva, NY
– Currently a school for developmentally 

disabled children



THE MILLER’S
Who were the 

Miller’s?

Elizabeth Smith 
Miller

– Daughter of 
Gerrit Smith



GERRIT SMITH
Gerrit Smith:

• Philanthropist
• Social Reform 
• Politics 
• Elizabeth Cady’s 

first cousin



ELIZABETH SMITH MILLER
Elizabeth Smith 

Miller
• Born 1822
• Peterboro home -

UGRR
• Married Charles 

Dudley Miller in 
1843

• Bloomers



THE MILLER’S
• Children:

Gerrit Smith Miller
Charles Dudley 
M.
William Fitzhugh 
M.
Anne Fitzhugh M.

• Suffrage activities



ELIZABETH SMITH MILLER



ANNE FITZHUGH MILLER
ANNE FITZHUGH 

MILLER
• Born 1856 
• Died 1912
• Active 
Suffragette
• Music
• Fitzhugh



ANNE FITZHUGH MILLER



FOSSENVUE
WHERE DID WE GET THE 

INFORMATION?

• Book entitled Embers from 
Fossenvue Backlogs 1875-1900

• 1908 handwritten journal



FOSSENVUE
• Who Went to 

Fossenvue?:



FOSSENVUE
Notable Visitors:
• Susan B Anthony 
• Elizabeth Stone Blackwell 
• Anna Botsford Comstock
• Louis Agassiz Fuertes
• Mr. Beverly Chew
• Margaret Prouty



FOSSENVUE
Who Owned the land?
• Caywood Point property –George 

Predmore (wife was Lydia Faussett)

• Contract entered between Ruth 
Leslie VerPlanck, AFM, and 
Predmore’s.



FOSSENVUE
Dates of Occupation
• 1875
• 1881-1885
• 1885 – Ruth Leslie VerPlanck dies at 

age 27
• Returned in 1890 - 1908

– Embers book details 1875-1901
– Journal entry details 1908



FOSSENVUE
FOSSENVUE

IS AN ANAGRAM 
OF THE PHRASE

“SEVEN OF US”



FOSSENVUE

The Fossenvue Seven:
1. Elizabeth Smith Miller

2. Ruth Leslie VerPlanck

3. Emily Dilworth Snyder

4. James Fowler

5. Anne Fitzhugh Miller

6. Anne Palfrey Bridge

7. William Fitzhugh Miller



FOSSENVUE
Transportation
• Steamer –

Seneca Lake Steam 
Navigation 
Company



FOSSENVUE



FOSSENVUE
• Transportation:

– Train
– Wagon
– Auto
– Boat



FOSSENVUE











FOSSENVUE – The Landscape



FOSSENVUE
The first year – 1875:



FOSSENVUE
FACILITIES:

• Main bldg-30x15
• 3 tents-2 sleeping, one cooking
• 2 bathhouses
• The Octagon-dining tent
• Queen’s Castle



FOSSENVUE
FACILITIES:
Main Cabin



FOSSENVUE
FACILITIES:
Main Cabin



FOSSENVUE



FOSSENVUE
• FACILITIES:
Main Cabin



FOSSENVUE



FOSSENVUE



FOSSENVUE
The Octagon



FOSSENVUE



FOSSENVUE
The “A” Tent



FOSSENVUE
The “A” Tent



FOSSENVUE
Sleeping tent:



FOSSENVUE



THE QUEEN’S CASTLE
SEPTEMBER 20, 1899
• Elizabeth Smith Miller turned 77
• Known as the “Queen of 

Fossenvue”
• Presented with the Key of the 

Castle



THE QUEEN’S CASTLE



THE QUEEN’S CASTLE
• Arthur Nash
• Chimney-

– Predmore quarry 
stone

– Geodes from 
lakeshore



FOSSENVUE
• Activities:

Bon-fires
Story-telling



FOSSENVUE
• Activities:
• Music:

– Piano
– Guitar
– Mandolin
– Harpsichord
– Danced –costumes
– Charades
– Sang



FOSSENVUE



FOSSENVUE



FOSSENVUE
• Activities:

Swimming



FOSSENVUE



FOSSENVUE
• Activities:

Quiet pursuits:
reading
writing letters
drawing
sewing
paper dolls



FOSSENVUE
• Activities:

– Baseball
– Archery
– Tennis
– Volleyball



FOSSENVUE
• Activities:

– Boating
– Canoeing
– Fishing



FOSSENVUE
• Activities:

Tea Time
Cards 
Collecting ferns-mushrooms
Traveled to “city” of Caywood
Cooking
Astronomy



FOSSENVUE
ACTIVITIES:
• Engaged in philosophical and 

theoretical discussions.
• Discussed sentiments of the day 

and read quotations at each 
meal.
– One quote from Ruskin, and two 

others were read.  



FOSSENVUE
THE MAGIC OF SEVEN:
• Anagram – Seven of Us
• Greeting – 7 strokes triangle
• Breakfast – usually at 7:00
• Camp Emblem
• Queen’s Castle



CAYWOOD POINT
The point today:



CAYWOOD POINT
The Point today:



THE QUEEN’S CASTLE
The building today
• National Register
• Roof
• Drainage 



THE QUEEN’S CASTLE
What the Forest Service is doing:
• Updated Conditions Analysis

– 3 phases 
• Roof, chimney, shoring up walls
• Drainage and post replacements
• Wall restoration – interior



THE QUEEN’S CASTLE
Influence today:

• Hazlitt’s Cabin Fever

• Disclaimer of Non-endorsement
• Reference herein to any specific commercial products, process, or 

service by trade name, trademark, manufacturer, or otherwise, does 
not necessarily constitute or imply its endorsement, recommendation, 
or favoring by the United States Government. The views and opinions 
of authors expressed herein do not necessarily state or reflect those of 
the United States Government, and shall not be used for advertising or 
product endorsement purposes.



THE QUEEN’S CASTLE
Influence today:

Shalestone’s
building



VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES
• Research:  

What about the other members of the 
original seven – who were they?

Ruth VerPlanck’s death
Who’s Who of Fossenvue list – started
Where exactly was the spring?
What is the exact location of the other 
buildings?



VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES
• Reading and Comparison Work:

Match up the initials on poetry and song to 
those that were listed in attendance

• Photography
– Duplicate the photos to get a then and now 

aspect.  It would help clarify the exact location of 
the buildings, and give a true depiction of 
coordinates

• Sewing Group – Memory quilt

• Educational programs



INTERESTED?

Kari Lusk
klusk@fs.fed.us

Finger Lakes National Forest
5218 SR 414
Hector, NY    (607) 546-4470

mailto:klusk@fs.fed.us
mailto:klusk@fs.fed.us
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