
Bristol Plan Revision Meeting August 19, 2003: Public Comments

Provide input on how you think these concepts should be incorporated into the Forest Plan:
     - What sorts of management activities or uses are consistent or inconsistent with conservation and protection?
     - What plant or animal species, or groups of species, would you like to see protected or enhanced?
     - What natural communities, ecological conditions, or landscape features would you like to see conserved, maintained or 

Public Comments
Question 1: What sorts of management activities or uses are consistent or inconsistent with conservation 
and protection?
Word "protection" has a negative connotation for those in timber industry-environmental groups seem to want 10% for reserve
Conservation is extensive and there is intensive vegetation management-reduce the number of maples-shade tolerant species
Need to increase/balance the age class distributions on the forest-much land is covered by the same age forest
Natural disturbances are very small on the Green Mt. National Forest
Habitat is more important than large reserves-need to manage for predators through commercial timber harvest
Whether snowshoe hare is stable depends on how long you monitor-time over years…in the 1950s there were plenty
Conservation requires active management-need to rebuild the portion that is in early successional habitat

Question 2 and 3: What plant or animal species, or groups of species, would you like to see protected or 
enhanced?  What natural communities, ecological conditions, or landscape features would you like to see 
conserved, maintained or enhanced? 
There are different types and levels of development-a highway is not as impacting as a logging road…some roads are used by animals and can 
relate habitat
Can protect vernal pools and still manage
Wondering hat has happened to the "dawn chorus"-difference between spring and now-would like to see it protected
Whippoorwills are not on the list
Improve ruffed grouse and woodcock habitat-and in process you will improve for other songbirds and early successional habitat
There is much less trapping for market which affect the number of beavers and influence it as an MIS
Need more management for red oak and related community
Need more young conifer stands
Need a denser forest overall
Increase early successional forest in Green Mountain National forest from 5% to 20-25%



Consider listing snowshoe hare to track
Enhance whitetail deer and snowshoe hare populations
Enhance whitetail deer foraging habitat
Enhance soft mast producing trees and shrubs
Use buffers to conserve natural communities
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