
Arlington Local Planning Group Meeting Notes 3-11-03
Goals Public Comments Received at the Meeting

 

- Forest Service doesn't have authority to restore Atlantic salmon…goal should be: "maintain cooperation with state and federal agencies
in the restoration of Atlantic salmon."
- Make as an objective under Goal #5
- Only species-specific goal-is this appropriate?

- Include in sentence: "Enhance, maintain, AND RESTORE…"

- Expand goal to read/imply to identify additional unmapped wetlands and provide for protection of these as well.

- Change start of sentence to "Maintain or create a high quality, amount, distribution…"
- Include fish passage to keep populations from isolation.
- Does this include fish?  People often just think of furry critters when the word "animal" is used.
- Objective: identify Management Indicator Species for this goal and other biodiversity-related goals.

- Increased use of prescribed fire will increase the risk of prescribed fire getting away…is it worth the risk?
- This should be a tool as opposed to a goal.

- What is a "linkage"? Sounds redundant with corridor and should be removed.

1. Maintain productivity of soils.

2. Restore Atlantic salmon to the Connecticut River watershed.

3. Enhance and maintain riparian and aquatic habitats.

4. Maintain and protect wetland areas.

5. Maintain adequate quality, amount, and distribution of habitats to produce viable and sustainable 
populations of plants and animals.

6. Maintain a full range of ecological processes and systems that naturally occur on the Green Mountain 
National Forest (GMNF).

7. Increase use of prescribed fire to maintain openings on the GMNF for wildlife and human uses. 

8. Enhance and maintain wildlife corridors and linkages.

9. Coordinate habitat management with other federal, state and local agencies. (Requirement!)

10. Protect all rare and uncommon or outstanding biological, ecological, or geological areas on the GMNF, 
including old growth and native flora.



 

- This is a high priority goal: economics are a positive impact on towns
- Include as an objective that timber sales are measured by acres treated NOT board feet.
 

- Question "other resource areas"-what does this mean?
- Does "coordinated" mean "planned"?
 

- Increase biodiversity by sustaining a range-not necessarily increase through harvesting
- Too focused on management
- Add to the sentence: "increase biodiversity NOT FOUND ON PRIVATE LAND by providing…"

- Agree with goal: snowmobile opportunities should not decrease.
- Wise to have areas for 4-wheelers, organization similar to VAST for ATV use.

- More opportunities for mountain bikes.

- Recognize some uses are incompatible
- Add to end of the sentence: "...for all-season use." For example: snowmobile trails become available for off-season use: may double 
the partners available by diversifying the purpose of the trail.

- Could accomplish by better signage on the trailheads and trails

- Include at end of sentence: "and provide for dispersion of recreation uses"

- This goal is unnecessary-it is already encompassed by other goals (such as #14, #15, #16, and #17)

11. Provide for and manage a sustainable vegetation and timber management program on the GMNF.

12. Provide benefits to other resource areas through coordinated timber harvesting.

13. Increase biodiversity by providing a range of vegetative age classes and types from early successional to old 
growth through sustainable timber harvesting and vegetation management.

14. Maintain quality settings for motorized recreational opportunities.

15. Maintain quality settings for non-motorized recreational opportunities.

16. Maintain and protect Wilderness and primitive areas to provide opportunities for quiet recreation and 
solitude.

17. Provide a high quality and diverse trail system.

18. Decrease recreational user conflicts.

19. Emphasize dispersed recreation opportunities.

20. Provide recreation and relaxation opportunities for the wearied urban masses.



- Lose the phrase "urban masses" it is corny.

- Not appropriate to limit to alpine skiing where not stated as a limit on other recreational uses (pre-determined).
- Expanding an existing ski area may have less impacts than creating a new area.

- Why alpine ski-specific?  Why not similar goal for cross-country ski, snowshoe, and snowmobile?  Could imply emphasis on alpine ski 
areas.
 

- Agree this should be a goal: currently winter road trailheads are lacking-many recreationists are having vehicles towed.

- Sentence change: delete the word "more"

- Forest Service should provide even more visual resources…include in sentence "Maintain, enhance, AND CREATE visual 
resources…" to include creating new vistas.
- Be careful on how we enhance so as not to lose any special qualities.  

- Add to sentence: "…economies through BOTH resource production and resource protection."

- Add to sentence: "Vermont's uniqueness, culture, AND WORKING LANDSCAPE."
- Re-write: "Provide management opportunities that contribute to and reflect Vermont's uniqueness and culture." Management 
opportunities would include sugaring, working forest, working farms, berry picking, and firewood.

22. Continue to provide four season recreational opportunities at alpine ski areas.

23. Provide an adequate level of road access to the forest.

24. Provide adequate access opportunities for a more diverse array of uses.

21. Maintain, not increase, GMNF lands designated as alpine ski areas.

29. Provide opportunities for renewable energy use and development as long as it does not negatively impact 
other resources.

25. Improve  accessibility opportunities for people with disabilities.

26. Improve control of illegal uses through law enforcement and access controls.

27. Maintain and enhance visual resources such as viewsheds, vistas, overlooks, and special features.

28. Protect all uncommon or outstanding recreational and heritage areas on the GMNF.

30. Support regional and local economies through resource production and resource protection.

31. Maintain and enhance partnerships with community organizations.

32. Protect qualities of the GMNF that contribute to Vermont's uniqueness and culture.



- Good goal-strongly agree
- Re-write as : "Provide for a wide range of sustainable uses and activities using sound ecologic and economic principles."

 

- This may be an objective: perhaps rephrase to say "Promote GMNF sign system"
- Access to National Forest is poorly defined-more signs would be good: good goal!
- Agree there is a need for signage: good for local business
- Some locals may oppose additional people
- Safety concerns when signage is poor (example: get lost in woods because trails aren't marked well with signs)

- Need interpretive signs as well as directional signs (where to go, what you can do there, and educational signs on history, etc.)
- Include trail signage-trail signs are poor
- Include Firewood Collection signage-not sure where public is allowed to do this

- Very important: Forest Service is currently not properly funded for this

- Include tangible benefits (Objective: Christmas tree cutting permits)
- Objective: provide web-based maps
- Objective: make what you have available
- Very important: Forest Rangers need to continue this ALWAYS, not only when there is a problem
- Be sensitive to tax payers when removing land from the tax base
- Payment in lieu of taxes to be considered
- Could this be combined as one goal with Goal #31

33. Provide for a wide range of uses and activities in an ecologically, socially and economically sustainable way.

34. Minimize negative impacts of human activities to forest resources.

39. Coordinate with federal and state agencies.

40. Keep the Forest Plan current through an ongoing planning program and amendments.

41. Monitor activities and resources to determine effects, benefits, and conditions on an ongoing basis.

35. Improve GMNF sign system.

36. Provide educational opportunities on silvicultural techniques and sound forest management practices.

37. Increase educational opportunities provided by and on the GMNF.

38. Maintain and enhance relationships with local communities.



- Strongly agree
- Decide the use PRIOR to purchase (and include public involvement at the this time)

- This is an objective-perhaps should be under Goal #35

- Opportunity to develop under Wilderness designation, a protection for largest undeveloped area in Vermont.
- Enforcement to prohibit sole occupation and camping of Forest Service dispersed recreation areas by same individuals.  This is 
necessary for example at Kelly Stand where public is using Forest Service land as a place for temporary housing

42. Evaluate potential land acquisition parcels for resource conditions before or immediately after purchase.

43. Place newly acquired lands in a management area immediately after purchase.

44. Identify and mark GMNF boundaries within budgetary constraints.

New Goals Suggested at Meeting:
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