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Caring for the Land and Serving the People 
 

Description: 
 

There are at least 15 dispersed camping sites in the Finger Lakes National Forest.  Dispersed sites usually 
have a stone fire ring and some have a picnic table.  Free camping is allowed throughout the Forest with the 
exception of pastures.  No camping in pastures May 15th  through October 31st .  You must camp at least 
50 feet from roads, trails, streams and ponds.  These areas provide a place to camp and enjoy nature’s 
solitude at no charge.   Note: There is a 14 day camping limit.  You may fish in the ponds following New 
York State DEC fishing regulations.    
  
Dispersed Tent Camping Sites: 
 

1) One site is located between Seneca Road and Dunn Road just off Burdick Road. 
2) Three sites are located at the Foster Pond parking area.  One immediately north of Foster Pond parking, 

one just west of Foster Pond and one south of the parking lot.  For this 3rd location, hike 50 yards south 
on Potomac Rd. At the trail to the right (west), the site is 40 yards in to the left of the trail. 

3) Several sites are located south of Potomac Pond on the east side of Potomac Group Campground.  
4) One site is located at the South Slope Trailhead Parking on Burnt Hill Rd. 
5) Other sites are located towards the southern end of the forest.  One site is at Burnt Hill Trail parking, on 

Burnt Hill Rd.  Continuing south on this road, two sites are at the Gorge Trail parking.  Also, an old log 
landing across from this parking lot accommodates camping.  Just south of this location Burnt Hill Rd. 
makes a 90 degree turn to the west; camping is available here, on the right (north) side of the road.  
South of the Wyckoff Rd. and Burnt Hill Rd. intersection, there is a dispersed campsite on the west side 
of Burnt Hill Rd. 

 

Notes: 
 

 Boil water taken from any stream or pond for at least five minutes before using it for cooking or 
drinking.   

 Always use toilets if they are available in this area.  If not, dig a 6-8” deep “cat hole” at least 75 feet 
away from the site and any surface water.  Cover your hole when you are done.  For sanitary 
reasons, do not leave body waste or toilet paper lying on the ground.    

 Pack out all trash and leave the site looking the way you would like to find it. 
 Use caution with campfires.  Scrape away leaves and twigs down to the bare mineral soil in a 6 foot 

wide circle.  Keep campfires small and water handy.  Never leave campfires unattended.  Please 
use only dead or fallen down branches for firewood.  Make sure your campfire is dead out when 
you leave. 
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Directions: 
 

From the South, take State Route 17 (I-86 in some areas) to exit 52 (Watkins Glen exit/State Route 14 
North).  In Watkins Glen, turn right on State Route 414 North, at the Fourth St. intersection go 
approximately 9 miles north, on the right is the Hector Ranger Station of the Finger Lakes National Forest.   
From the North, take I-90 to exit 41 (414 south) to Hector, NY.   One mile beyond Wickham’s Plaza on 
the left is the Hector Ranger Station of the Finger Lakes National Forest.   
 

Area Services: 
 

Food and Services:  Hector shops and fuel stations 
For all Emergencies:  911 
Police:  (607) 535-6642 or 911 Fire:  (607) 535-6642 or 911 Rescue:  (607) 535-6642 or 911 

 

Map: 

 
For more information:  

 

Hector Ranger District, 5218 State Route 414, Hector, NY, 14841, (607) 546-4470 


