Public Notice
USDA Forest Service
Lakewood/Laona Ranger District
Chequamegon-Nicolet National Forest

The Environmental Assessment (EA) for the North Branch Oconto River Watershed Health
Improvement Project is now available for public review and comment. The EA is available by
contacting the Forest Service at the address below or electronically on the Forest Service website
at www.fs.fed.us/r9/cnnf.

Legal description for project location is: T33N R15 & 16E, Sections 1 and 5, in Oconto County.
General location is: Three miles northeast of Townsend, WI.

Two alternatives were identified and analyzed. Based upon the analysis presented in the EA, the
responsible official for this project is considering choosing Alternative two for implementation.
Alternative two proposes the following activities: 1) Hemlock and Knowles Dams removal and
channel restoration (narrowing and deepening); 2) Improvement of instream habitat, which
includes utilizing an existing plunge pool as a sediment catch basin that will be dredged to
remove sediment; and 3) Campsite obliteration and relocation.

This Legal Notice will serve as notice of the 30-day notice and comment period for this proposal
pursuant to 36 CFR 215.5 (2003). Only those who submit timely and substantive comments will
be accepted as appellants. Substantive comments are those that are within the scope of the
proposed action, are specific to the proposed action, have a direct relationship to the proposed
action and include supporting reasons for me to consider (36 CFR 215.2). Comments shall be
delivered written or orally via mail, phone, facsimile, or email; to:

Joel H. Skjerven, Responsible Official
USDA Forest Service, “Hemlock and Knowles dam removal comments”
4978 Highway 8 West
Laona, WI 54541
Phone: 715-674-4481, or fax: 715-674-2545
email: comments-eastern-chequamegon-nicolet-laona@fs.fed.us

A copy of the Decision Notice will be mailed to those people who have submitted comments
either before or during the comment period and to those who request a copy. For additional
information on this proposal, please contact Joel H. Skjerven or Tom Moris (Project Leader) at
the address or phone number, above.

Instructions for publication:
Publish in the Rhinelander Daily News ASAP
For questions about this notice please call Tom Moris at 715-674-4481

Thank you!



