Sumter National Forest
South Carolina

Winding Stairs Trail RR

Southern Region, USDA Forest Service Date: 3/26/2004
Highlights

A 75-foot waterfal tucked away dongthis Directions: Tothenortherntrailhead:
moderate, 3.5-miletrail helpsmaketheWinding Stairs FromWalhalla, drivewest on SC 28for 7.5
Trail oneof thefinest beginner trail in northwest South milesand bear right onto SC 107. Drive 8.8
Carolina. If you start at the northern trailhead at the milesto Cherry Hill Recreation Areaonthe
Cherry Hill Recreation Area, thismeandering pathis right. Thetrailhead isontheright (east) sdeof
an easy hike becauseit drops 1,100 feet over its the highway, just south of the entrancetothe
length. If you arelooking for amoredemanding hike, recreation area
start at the southern trailhead on Tamassee Road (FS
710). Either way, thisisagreat hikefor beginners. Tothesoutherntrailhead: FromWalhalla,
Follow rust colored blazesthrough ahardwood forest, drivewest on SC 28for 7.5 milesand right
encounter amultitude of wildflowers, and crosssmall onto SC 107. Drive5.8 milesand turnright
creeks, dl within sight or hearing of the\West Fork of onto Tamassee Road (FS 710). Drive 2.5
TownesCreek. Theforestismainly oak withan milesto asmall parking areaand trailhead on
understory of buckberry and blueberry; fall colors theleft, just before abridge crossing Townes
hereare particularly striking. Deep Ochre, red, and Creek.
yellow fill thewoodsand provide agorgeous habitat
for thrushes, warblers, and indigo buntingsin addition Camping: Primitive campingisallowed, but
to deer and wild hogs. You will eventually enter adry, campsites must be greater than 50 feet from
open pinegrovethat givesway to asmaller path that streamsand trails, and greater than Yamile
leadsto MiukaFalls. Oddly, just beforethe fromroads.
switchback tothefals, theWinding Stairs Trall makes
itssole departurefrom Townes Creek, possibly the Difficulty level: easy
only point youwon't hear thewater. The path to the Length: 3.5miles
falsisnot totaly obvious, especidly inwinter and Season: Year-round
early spring, so keep your eyesopened. Continuing Surfacetype: Dirt

from Miukafals, you eventualy cometo the southern Trail Blazes: Rust
trailhead on Tamassee Road. Travel Time: 2 hours

Surrounding Area

Cherry Hill Recreation Area, Oconee Sate For Morelnformation

Park, BurrellsFord Campground Andrew Pickens Ranger District
112 Andrew Pickens Circle
Mountain Rest, SC 29664
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