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_ Thered-cockaded woodpecker (Picoides
borealis), also known as RCW, was once commonin the
mature pineforests of the southeast. It lived from east
Texasto Floridaand north to Missouri, Kentucky and
Maryland. Today, there are an estimated 10 to 14,000
birds, living from Foridato Virginiaand west to southeast
Oklahomaand eastern Texas, representing about 1 percent
of thewoodpecker'sorigina range. TheFrancisMarion
National Forest hasthe second highest population of red-
cockaded woodpeckersintheworld. A mgjor hurricanein
1989 destroyed 87% of cavity treesand 63% of the birds.
Extensivelongleaf pineecosystem retoration effortshave
Proven successful. now over 340 family groupsliveinthe

orest. Their surviva dependson continued restoration,
and aggressiveburning. _ _
_ About thesize of abluebird, aﬁprom mately 7
inchestall, itsback isbarred with black and white
horizontal stripes. Itsmost distinguishing featureisablack
cap withlargewhite cheek patches. A small red streak, or
cockade, issometimesvisibleon males. _ _

The red-cockaded woodpecker makesitshomein
mature pineforests, consisting primarily of longleaf and
[oblolly pine. While other woodpeckersboreout cavitiesin
rotten and soft wood in dead trees, thered-cockaded
woodpecker excavatescavitiesexclusively inliving pine
trees. IConstructl ngacavity cantakefrom 1to 3years, as
aresullt.

Theseinsect eatersareterritorial, non-migratory
and cooperative breeders. They nest fromApril to July
with only onebreeding pair per family unit. Afamily unit
consistsof 2to9individuals. _

~ Toview ared-cockaded woodpecker inthe
FrancisMarion, ook for pinetreeswith doublewhite
bands painted near the base--these are cavity trees. If you
stand inthevicinity of anactive cavity treewithin 2 hours
of sunrise or sunset, your chances of spottingan RCW are
pretty high. Their flight patternisundulating, typical of
woodpeckersand flickers, and their call isan abrupt,
amost scolding, singular, squeak.

For More Information

Wambaw Office

PO Box 788

McClellanville, SC 29458

Phone: (843) 887-3257

Fax: (843) 887-3848

Hours: Monday—Friday, 8:00 a.m. —4:30 p.m.

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its

programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, religion,

age, disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation, or marital or family status.
(Not all prohibited bases apply to al programs.) Persons with disabilities who
require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille,

FrancisMarion & Sumter National Forests

Artist: Tony Guinn

Witherbee Office

2421 Witherbee Road
Cordesville, SC 29434
Phone; 5843 336-3248
Fax: (843) 336-4789

Hours: Monday-Friday, 8:00 a.m. —4:30 p.m.

Sewee Visitor and Environmental Education Center
5821 Highway 17 North

Awendaw, SC 29429

Phone: (843) 928-3368

Fax: 938-3828

Hours: Tuesday—-Sunday, 9:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m.

large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA's TARGET Center at (202)
720-2600 (voice and TDD).

Tofileacomplaint of discrimination, writt USDA, Director, Officeof Civil Rights, Room
326-W, Whitten Building, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, D.C. 20250-
9410 or call (202) 720-5964 (voice and TDD). USDA is an equal opportunity
provider and employer.

FOREST SERVICE

4931 Broad River Road, Columbia, SC 29212-3530 (803) 561-4000

UAS

§*W£uror m\(\\ég






