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Camolyn Wisdom

Silver Lake Dhstrict Fanger
F.O. Box 129

Silver Lake, OR 97618

Carolyn

Specific comments on the “Tealbox Fire Recovery Progect”™ are in the form of
margin notes on your team's documend {enclosed, ) Please look past the cynical tone, as |
continue to be angry over the performance of both the USFS and ODF this past July,

What | am looking for is the realistic economic analysis aeeded both to pestify and
finance any actions finally selected. This must begin with an estimate of gumpage value
to be realized by harvesting all available fire-killed commercial material And,
conversely, the financial impagt of wed harvesting of optimum value.

Every dollar not realized is not just wasted; the local schools, for instence, are
deprived of the 25% payments for the entire 100-year growing cyele of our destroved
forest. In my view, not harvesting that desd and rapidly deteriorating timber is criminal
meglect

If wour team is interested in preparing an economic overview of their project but
does not know how fo procesd, | would be glad to meed with them to explore ways of
doing =0 My post experience includes managing 375,000 acres of timberland that paid
ad-valorem taxes on every acre, provided raw material for a sawmill, venesr mill, along
with fiber by-products for paper mills, paid 300 people o fuir salary and returmed o 6%
prodit {afler corporste income tax] 1o the shareholder

If the economics of this past fire season are sof quantified and published, your
people are trapped Into trying to manage public resources with no basis for decision-
making... which is the policy condition that created this mess in the first place

The cost of fire suppression in Oregon in 2002 gobbled wp the entire net cutput of
the state agricultural mdustry for the vear I continued, this game will have tragic
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Toolbox Fire Recovery Project

Proposed Action

L_Intreduction

Chy Juby 12, 2002 a lighining storm konited 67 fires on the Fremant Mational Farest, On the Silver
Lake Ranger Dristrict, two of these fires, the Toalbox Fire, which started pear Toolbox Springs, and the
Sillver Fire, which started near Silver Creek Marsh campground, became the primary fires within the
Toalbox Comples. Suppression activities on o portion of the adjscent Winter Fire also became a
component of the Toolbox Complex. In total, the Toolbox Complex included approximatety 85,000
acres, inchuding approximately 49,500 acres of National Forest lands, 5,000 acres of Bureau of Land
Mansgement administered lands and 37,500 scres of privace land

The Sitver Lake Ranger District is proposing to accelecate recovery of the area through salvage, fuel
reduction, reforestation, and riparian impeevement and protection projects, The project area includes
thase portsons of the Toalbox Complex Fires that occurred within the Silver Creek, Silver Lake and
Summer Lake Watersheds on National Forest lands {see Vicinity Map),

The analysis of effects will consider the cumularive effects of other activities (pass, present, and
ressomably foreseeable future). These include past rimber harvesting and other management activities,
past disturbance related 1o fire, insects and disense, the fires of 2002, fire suppression activities, post-
fire rehabilitarion, and livestock grazing strategies developed in response to the fires. Relevant past,
present and reasonably foreseeable activities oo private lands and other Federal and Siate lands wAill
also be considered m the analysis.

The praject area totals approximately 48,000 acres of Fremont Wational Forest londs within: T29 5, R
13-16E T30S, R 13-18E, and T 31 5, R 13-15 E, Willameste Mendian. The project ares is
bounded on the exst by the north-south trending fault block feature known s Winter Rim, An
unburmed strip varying between 3 and 7 miles wide runs between the Silver Fire portion of the project
area and the Toolbox Fire ponion of the project aren. 'Within this unburned area are locally familiar
inndmarks such as Thompson Reservoir and Hager Mountain, The project aren is characterzed by
very gentle topography, The sideslopes are between 0 and 10 percent on approximasely 70 percent of
the project area. Silver Creek and West Fork Silver Creek flow through canyons that are up to 450 feet
deep with Incalized side slopes of up to 70 percent. Elevations in the area range from approximately
4,450 feet to 9,778 feet (10p of Foster Burte)

Perenninl fish bearing steams within the project area melude Silver Creek, Month Fork Silver Creek,
Woest Fork Silver Creek, and Guyer Creek. Riparian Habitat Conservation Areas (RHCAs) for these
streams, 35 well = for mtermittent channels within the project area. will be incorporated into project
proposals in accordance with Fremond Mational Forest Land ond Resowrce Management Plan {(LRMP)
Standards and Guidelmes, as amended by the Inland Native Fish Strategy (TNFISH)
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ll. Purpose and Need

This ares s currently charactenzed by a mosaic of burned forsst conditions, ranging from unbumed o
fire-killed pondercsa pine, kdgepole pine, and mixed conifer stands, mierspersed with voung fire-
damaged plantaticrs. The area is predominantly in Forest Plan management allocations that allow for
the production of sawtimber and other wood fiber products, within the comext of developing
sustamable forest conditions. The Forest Service propeses to cut some of these standing dead trees. to
reforest some areas, and to implement riparian improvement and protection prajects. Theses actions
are needed to facilitate the recovery of the burned area. Ponderosa pine and white fir quickly lose
commercial value and their suitability as raw material for sawtimber rapidly deteriorates fallowing fire
mrmhly Itis u.p-ecl;edﬂut. bj- the time ﬂ:u env unuuir.rm] analyiis is mmpl:e:ed, rees nfleu than

I:h:u: would sceur if high-densiy standing-dead stands were alhm:d to progress to a heavy dovwn-dead
condition woulkd greatly increase lEu: I:]Imm}' of subsequent l'ru u:uhl: area. These conditions would:

¢  Reduce the potential for reforestation to successfully result in establishment of sustainable

lzie and obd forest condivioes.  Aseas with high imengiry burns do not currensly have a

penderosa pine séed source adequate for patural regeneration. Aress that were pantially

‘burned typically have patches, which burned at a high imtenssy, that are oo large ©

succesafully regenerate naturally,

Promote insect infestations that cowld affect adjacent live stands

Hinder, for the foresesable future, the eventual use of management tools such as prescribed

fire that are peeded to promote the recovery of healthy ponderosa pine forest conditions.

£ oo i5h % ITFS im

This pv.'-::!-paud sction rupmm b the goals and almectives for the annnt Mational Forest &
estahlshed by the Fremont National Forest Land and Resource Management Plan (19589}, as amended,
Amiendments 1o the LEMP inchede, but are oot limited to, Regional Foresters Eastside Forest Plan
Amendments No, | and No., 2 and the h:l:m:l Native Fish 5-111:1:5;- INFISH).

The purpose and need for mmlm rJ:.: project area “W wnruhfimhtmgw
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L - habitat loss or soil damape from subsequent high intensity wildfire
) "~ Restore riparian sress damaged by the Toolbox Fire Comgplex

3y # = Protect remaining live stands from insect infestations asseciated with fire-killed

-
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=4 * u - Develop s long term sustainabie forest through re-forestation and fuels reduction
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The LRMP directs that much of the project area, MA 5 (Management Area 57, be managed for the
commercial production of sawtimber and forage for domestic Ivestock, within Forest-Wide Standards
ard Guidelines for all resources including wildlife babist, soil, snd water. Approximately 71 percent
of the project area s MA 5. The LEMP establsshes an objective i MA 5 of creating a healthy forest
condition through control of stocking levels, species mix, and inn from insects, diease, and
pther damapg@while moving forest stands toward strectural condfinns are within the historic range
of vastability (HRV). Historic Range of Variability refers to structural forest conditions that are based

uuw%w The project area contains porticns of three watersheds, with the langest
COMPOnEnl o project area {about &0 percent ) being within the Silver Creek Watershed. The Silver
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Creek Watershed analysis (1997) wsed 1947 Timber Type maps to determine that T8 percent of the
forested dreas within the watershed were historically m single story late and old (LOS) structural

condition, That had been reduced 1o ¥ percent by 1994, primarily as a result of timber harvest

remaved portions of the overstory component and fire suppression that ﬂnﬂgﬂ_T[_@ﬁ.q[
ﬁﬂiﬁLMdmmw'bf pondercaa pine and white fir beneath revidual mﬂ%ﬁﬂﬂb&%ﬂ:
m'ﬁﬁ-ﬂﬁ_ﬂ]‘jﬂly 2002, which create T |:|1|:|r|:.|]'|r_|.r'i,:| all stind structizres, mehudi g rﬁ

late and old ponderosa pine stands, there has been a further departure from HREV in regard to single b
stery late and old condition o, :

" FE e T .:l"l"' i . l_'|.:' ll.llﬂgl';l

Moving forest stands, particularly thede within fire dependent ponderasa pine ecosystems, such as
those that characterize most of the project area, toward the historic range of variability is desirable
because such conditions provide the most sustainability in long term. Sustamability refiers to the l

ability of foresied sysfems (0 withstand or resist rapid and widespread o due 1o fire,
MECis, ml-dsense 5e |";. A s -__._."'Ir r _...d'._ i ’ L e £ 8 L IJ . I-Il.'r .Ir!:h'- -"[

:- an ) ..:I"'If:dl;J i'l .-'r::",f:-w -_T _._i.l‘:.l.‘ |_.||.'|'l F E-iﬁ--l" _r-;l"“l "I.I.n'-"h _ I_‘_'_'_'_,J"I.-.F
The recently burned areas present a short-term opportunity to beg the actions necessary 1o achieve  °
desired conditions and to capture the current commercial value of the timber. The proposed salvage = P
harvest, fuels reduction, and reforestation activiries are designed 10 exable a recovery of commercial = r
vilue while promoting a loag-term movement 1oward HREY -;-. -

o “:T'

Approximately ¥ percent of the project area is within Management Area I (Endangered and g :::_
Threatened Species Habitat - Bald Eagle and Peregrine Falcon). Ower 80 percent of the MA 2 is i 2

allocated for peregrine falcon habitat In both bald eagle end peregrine falcon habitat the LRMP b = i
directs that timber management be used a3 & 100l to enhance and perpetuate habital requirements, :“ Fy
alost of these arcas experienced moderue fire intensity.  Aress will be assessed for thelr continued o
suitability & endangered and threatened species habitat. The altemative development process may be - 3
used as a tool 10 asseds a variety of habitat recovery strategies. ke

31§ 2
Approximately T percent of the project area is within Mapagement Area 15 (Fish sad Wildhife i Lo

Habatae"Water Cheality). The LRMP directs that the aquatic and npanan zones of all dramages and :r Vo=
witer bodies and their immediately adjacent uplands be managed to meet the following objectives: ol
maintenance or improvement of water quality and fish habiwt; providing recreation epportunities; and ;": ;
o

maintenance and improvement of riparian habitar for dependent wildlife species, MA 15 includes all
perennial, intermittent, and ephemeral drainages. In 1995 the Inland Native Fish Strategy (INFISH)
amended the LRMP, The INFISH amendment to the LRMP established additional forest-wide
fisheries standards and the creation of riparian habitat conservation aress or RHCAs.  Ripanian habitat
conservation areas, as defined in INFISH, dre portions of watersheds where ripanion dependent
resources receive primary emphasis and managemenst activities are subject to specific sandards and
guidelines. The salvage, fuels reduction, and conifer planting components of the proposed action that
would occur within MA 15 have been designed in accordance with these guidelines (such as T™M - 1,
as noted on page & of this document), Proposed salvage, fuels reduction, and conifer planting are in
response 1o the need 1o reduce the intensity of subsequent fire in the riparian zopes, while promoting
the recovery of healthy forest conditions that would contribute 1o long teem anainment of Riparian
Management Objectives. Other project activities such as placement of large woody debris and rpartan
E deciduous plantings are in direct response to the immediate need (o attain Riparian Management
IECHVEs.
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Approximately 4 percent of the project area is within Management Aren § {Scenic Viewsheds). The
averall objective in MA 6 i to provide an attractive, natural appearing ferest visual character. Within
the project area there are approximately & miles of visual corridor along Forest Roads 27 and 28 that
are allocated to MA 6, The LRMP contains guidelines for land management prescriptions for MA &
that ure designed to promote the visual integrity of landscapes In the foreground-viewing zone. In
addiion 1o those areas allocated to MA &, the LRMP specifically provides direction o ensuze visual
imtegrity in the foreground viewing zone of Read 2001 and the Fremont Natiopal Recreation Trail
{both of which pass thought the project area).
The LRMP does not provide direction for management activity within MA & immediacely following
evens like ﬂ::TmT%mplﬂ Fires. Therefore, the proposed salvage harvest, fuels reduction, and
reforestation proposed within MA 6 are in response to the need 1o reduce the intensity of subsequent
fire, while prometing the long-term recovery of healthy forest conditions, e

]

Approximately 4 percent of the project area is withm Management Area | [ Mule Deer Winter
Range). The LEMP states:

Food, cover, and human disturbance will be managed on mule deer winter range
o provide the habitat needed to meet the Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife
and Klamath Tribes herd management objectives.

Emphasis in MA 1 is on improving forage and thermal cover, and, where site capabilitses allow.
maintaking 40 10 50 percent thermal cover and a1 least B0 percent of potential habitat effectivensia for
mule deer, The conifer planting contained in the proposed action inchudes the objective of prometing
rapid development of cover areas. The fuels reduction strategy in MA | is designed 1o promote the
long-term maintenance of cover. Fuels reduction in MA | would forego the use of pretrestment and/or
preseribed buming, both of which would likely retard the rapid recovery of big game cover.

(Mher management arcas that each comprise berween | and 2 percent of the project area mclude: MA
12 {Utility Corrider), and MA3 7 MA 14 which are allocated 1o providing old growih

specics habitad, These latier areas, in accordance with LEMP direction, will be assessed for their
continued suitnbility as old growth habitat  If they are no longes suitable, o new ald growth stand will
be delinested as & repACEEBt, T s o sex L[ A 1] -
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lIL Proposed Projects

A Salvage of Fire Damaged Trees

This includes salvage harvest of approximately 21,500 acres in the Silver Creek, Silver Lake and
Summer Lake Watersheds (see Maps | and 2). As a general rule of thumb, in ponderosa pine stands
trees with less than 20 percent bright green crown would be considered for salvage harvest. In mixed
comifer stands, white fir trees less than 217 dbh that show evidence of receiving heat to the bole, such
a5 scorching, blackening or immediately adjacent high intensaty fire activity (1. 8 consumed dovn log
next 10 the tree) would be removed s fire-damaged trees. White fir trees have a much thinner bark
than ponderosa pine and are more susceptible 1o mornality from the effects of fire.

sl



Muast of the proposed timber salvage units would be harvested using ground-based logging svstems.
Access for salvage would inclsde the wie of classified, temporary, and unclassified roads. Classified
roads are those that have been determined to be needed for long-term motor vehicle access 1o National
Forest lands, Temporary roads are those that are authored by contact, permit, or ather written
autherization not intended 1o be pan of the forest road transportation sysiem and not necessary for
long-term resource management. Unclassified ronds are unplonned m-nd:l., abandoned travelways, and
aff-road vehicle tracks that are not managed as a par of the fores: ransponation system, including
roads once authorized under & permit or contracs that were not decommussioned upon the termination
of authorization. Decommissioning refers to activity that results in the stabilization and restoration of
unneeded roads 1o 4 more natural siste,

The salvage harvest activities in the proposed action would require vhe reigive reconstruction of abom
8 miles of existing classified roads, primarily by adding surfacing; the re-cpening of approximately 20
miles of classified roads, primarily as pre-haul maintenance; the temporary use of approximately 14
miles of unclassified road; and the construction of approximately |2 miles of new temporary road (see
Maps 9 and I0). All of the above road development would ocour in order 1o provide conpection o the
existing clasqified road system (see Maps 7 and 3). Temporary roads would ba closed and
decommissioned after completion of project activities. Approximately 10 10 15 percent of the area
be salvaged would be harvested using helicopres based logging systems, ml:lud.mg mulngut

within Riparian Habitar Congervation Araas Az) Y it & A ,rj._ iy

Clthﬂ' conmected actions i association with salvage inclide reatment of slash, water barring, and
erosion control measures such as scartering of slash on skid Salvaged trees would supply raw
materials 12 bocal or regional industry and wood producs 1o the public. s I
As dusplayed m the wable tl!h-w, j:mpmui uhmpmripﬂ;n:mnﬂpmdlnm: varying degres of
morality that occwrred within the fire area,
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| Salvage
Approx. % | Preseription Propased
- of total ares | % of the area | Splvase Acres | Proposed Snag Factars that
Category of Mortality of Burned in each {reflects bath and Coarse | would be used o
{Burned Forcsted Stamds with | Forested Martalicy pondeross | Woody Debris Determine
commerchil-slted companent Stands Categery in phie and Aftainment Loestion of
anly) represented | which Salvage | mixed conifer Strategy® Salvage
by each Harvest i stamids —
Cotegory of | Propowsd for | scres are
Muarialily Ponderosa | approximaie)
| CATEGORY | % Martality Pine Stands ™ |
| Retain al
Levels Salvnss in
cormeEpondiig pockets of
A 0 b 25% 14%% 250 2300 £ carrent mertality plus
sciEnce — localized hazard
Distributed tree removal
pETosE mach
gubwptershed
| Baetain ot
Levels
correspanding Salvage in
B 25-50%% 0% 5074 320 i Current concemtrations of
stlenee — e
Diistribubed
| acrods each
_aubwatenibed
Aporonimately Salvage m
g S0-BE%, it LI 6501 H%* of aren. i | cancenirations of
snag leave teeiad
areas
| Approximaety Salvage m
(8] B3-1001% Fi%a Rl 9401 e of area in | concenmrations of
snag leave e
L e | | m _—
TOTAL | o% | | 21500 ]

* Portbans of this woubd be contributed by po-harvest areas within RHC As,
** [n mixed conifer stands, white A trees less thas 21" dbh, throughoat each eategory, tha
show evidence of receiving heat 10 the bole, such as scorching or blackening, would be
removed a5 fire-damaged trees,

All activities within RHCAs would be in accordance with Fremont Mactional Forest Land and Resource
Management Plan (LRMP) Stanclards and CGuidelimes, 23 amended by the Inland Native Fish Straregy
(INFISH), [INFISH Standards and Guidelines for Timber Manosgement (TM-1) prohibits timber
harvest within RHC As, except as fallows:

Where catastrophde events such a3 fire, feeding, valeanic, wind, or insect damage
result m degraded nparan conditions, allow salvage and fuelwood cunming i
RHCAs only where present and future lorge woody debris needs are met and
where cutting would not retard or prevent atainment of other Riparan

=



Management Objectives and where adverse effects can be mvoided 1o inland
nmative fish,

Using the riparian management objectives as well as the standards and guidelines of INFISH the
following would be applied to the salvage within RHC As:

Category | - Fish Bearing Streams: No harvest within the first 200 feet (slope distance) of RHCAs
along Silver Creek, West Fork Silver Creek, North Fork Silver Creek, and Guyer Creek. In the
remainder of the RHCA salvage harvest o ¢ selectad troes or chumps using helicopter yarding would
occur. A feathered forest edige would be retained. No mechanized ground-hased equipment would
be allowied within the entire width of the RHC As, as a pant of the commercial salvage operation,
except o existing ¢lasified road crossings.

Category 2 - Penmanentdly flowing non-fish bearing: These streams do not ocour within the project
area.

74 EEi'tnfTht E-Hl:ﬁ- Tnll:l: |'=|m|md:r of the H:Hfh u].!. lgt hm nf selected trees or clumps
using helicopter yvarding would occur. A feathered forest edpe would be retained. Wo mechanized
ground-hased equipment would be allowed within the sstablished BHC A width.

ing or i 0l sirenms: Site selective harvest can oecur within
this RHCA :amgm-_-,rmuupp]m to lh: ﬁ:l]nwmgimh. Druncan, East Dunean, Willow, MoCall,
Howk, Walker, Benny, CGiraham, Auger, Indian, Strawberry, and unnamed Category 4 drainages.
Thelmwnfi-ﬂhq-:hmwthhseﬂtﬂwi]!hrupmhmmmdﬁmnhge
wondy debris needs. Between 20 and B0 trees per mile of stream, including all green and sufficient
dead trees o provide long-term attainment of Riparian Management Objectives, would be retained.
Retamed trees would have & minimum dbh of 12 inches and & minimom helght of 15 feet. Mo
mechanized ground-based squipment would be allowed withm the RHC A

Many wildlife species rely on snags and down logs for nesting. roosting, denning and feeding

Fremom National Forest LRMP standards and guidelines for srags and downed wood are designed o

provide the amount of snags and downed wood required for 100 percent of potential population levels

of primary cavity excavators. That has typically been achieved by project design that retaing a toral of
J@cﬂlmﬂgi per mru_[_r 20 clumped snags per 5 acres); as well as 100 to 140 lineal feet of

logs peratré in mixed conifer stands and 50 lineal feet per acre in ponderasa pine stands.

 The analysis For 1his proposed project will use the most recent credible science for developing

retention guidelines for snag and coarse woody debris dependent species habitat under wildfire

conditions. This may include the revention of all snags in selected arens of 100 acres (or preater) as s

means of providing effective caviry dependent species habitar. C/ s T?

0

B. Rsforestation

Planting of tree seedlings { following site preparation) would oceur on approximarely 25 500 acres,
including areas that are salvage harvested-and oiher areas, predominately existing plantations, that
experienced loss of Mocking due to fire. Maps 3 and 4 show the locations of areas outside of sabvare
units where reforestation would oceur (Note: in some plantations, loss of stocking due to fire occurred
in only a portion of the plantation, while other portions of the plantarion were not affected. In such
cases, the unburned asea would be thinned s a pant of the TooTbox Fire Recovery Project). As in the

C/ag TFJ‘ oy




case of the salvage proposals shown in the above table, the amount (percent) of area where

reforestation would occur reflects the varying degree 10 which montality occurred. As a result, a higher
percentage of an area that burned at high mtensity would be reforested than would an area that enly

burned fightly. Reforestation would eccur in areas that are salvage karvested, in existing plantatons or
voung stands where fire damage has oceurred, in mined conifer stands where there has been a

substantial reduction of the ponderosa pine companent due 1 the fires (even if they are adequately | '
stocked with a white fir component), and in porions of RHCAs. Mot or all seedlings would be %"~
ponderosa pine. [n most areas, seedlings would be planted ai between 150 and 400 trees per acre, wnh
consideration given to reestabhsbment of wildlife cover needs. Throughout areas that would be

reforested, site preparation consisting of falling dead non-merchantable material and follow-up fuels
treatment, will be analyzed as a part of the proposal. Within RHC As, in order to provide future shade

and long term large woody debris recruitment, conifer planting would occur in those forested stands

that experienced modarate and high burn intensity. In order to promote the development of deciduous
TIparian vegetation, oo ¢ mﬁn— slanting would occur within 30 feet of any stream channel. Planting in

RHC As would be at & density that would achieve sustainable LOS stand conditions &1 20 to 40

trees/acre, v el » [ dieidisly JUHE
Reduction of fuels, includimg those created by the fire, by salvage activity, and by _gite preparapion Ld-\ =

ould ocour throughout the Aped. hvmﬁfufﬁnmmmmtmﬂmﬁmﬂdhem
Eﬁmm the project aren, meludmg T FITI].HEE m.nri‘.qahlu umh& through salvage harvess, buming in
place {including use of prescribed fire), piling and burning, _}ﬂmt taps 10 landmgs to be burned. or

lepping and scattering 1o speed decay, Addstionally, in order to meet desired fuels condinom,
approximately 3,200 acres would be “pretreated” (by thinning very small diameter trees) snd then
prescribed burned. In some instances this may require a Forest Plan amendment for mule deer habatat
outside of winter range. Pre-treatment and prescribed fire is not proposed as a component of the fuels
redustion strategy for areas allocated to mule deer winter range (MA 1)

As per [NFISH Standard and Guideline FM-1, fiiel treatment strategies will be desygned “so as not to
prevent attainment of Riparian Management Objectives.” When recovery of riparian conditions has
occurred, fuels reatment would eccur using equipment that minimizes the impacts on the environment,

D. Watershed Preection and Improvement Projects
Where risks (o aquatic and watershed resources, as a result of the Toolbox Complex Fire, have besn

identified, projects are proposed to eliminate or reduce these risks (see Maps 5 and £). The following
activities are designed to eliminate or reduce Id\':lu effects to aquiil: and riparian areas:

Blocaie

I. Approximately 15 miles of road du:mnmlmlun promote watershed recovery, Foad
Management Objectives f m_;ﬂm'& area have been snalyzed and substantially
tmplemented over the past several vears, These will be ré-examined and updated through
ongeing road condition surveys within the fre. Subsequent recommendaticns for road
management will be made following an area Roads Analvsis. Such recommendations f\
will be considered for inclusion in altermatives during the altemative development. ,4\‘ i

't
(8]

1. Approximately 750 acves of aspen stand protection, through sither falling dead trees or K-‘
fencing.

3. Placement of large woody debris or other me=siream siructures to meer Riparian
Management Objectives in approximately § miles of Silver Creek and § miles of West

K
4. \,,?



Fork Silver Creek.
4. Approximately 10 acres of npanan area deciduous plantings

§. Approximately 1,150 acres of contour falling (using dead treeq) on steep slopes to protect
water quality

6. Cuolvery replacement where Forest Road 27 crosses West Fork Silver Creek to improve
fish pastage

E. Other Projects
Addtional proposed project activity in response to the stated purpose and need for this project
inchides:

¢ Approximately 2,500 acres of plantation thinning in order 10 promote the long-term
"\\ development of o sustainable LOS forest conditions (see Maps 3 and 4),

. (\‘-/6\ *  Re-routing sections of the Fremant Mational Recreation Trail, if necessitated by salvage

activities

E. Forest Plan Amendments

Currently available science on snag and coarse woody debris dependent species habitat will be a factor
considered in alternative development and could result in the proposal of a site-specific Forest Plan
amendment 10 update standards and guidelmes for these species.  Pretrearment and prescribed burning
in some gread outside of mule deer winter range could result in the Respomsible Official deciding on a
site-specific Forest Plan amendment in regard to standards and guidelines fntml: deer habitat -:rmd.:

of winter range. | 7
f, gom rr‘ _'pr ﬂ 1
IV, Issues'Concerns reh ¥ |‘.'"'
\\IW e P S
Preliminary issues include: ho ® : guf™
) e
*"_';?l Snag and downed wood habitn ~ P* F,n{ 1
/ 2. Maintenance of big game habitat AR
/ | 3, Diswrbanee of cultural resources '
f | 4, Potential noxions weed expansion
P ¥, Effects of proposed activities on soil recovery following the fire
\ | & Effecs of proposed activities on water quality and resident Asheries resource
VL 7. Ability of proposed activities to restare histaric vegetation composition, structures, and

L T patterns
(8] Potential loss of commercial timber valus/economic viahility of timber salvage
9. Bald Eagle Management Area recovery
10. Effects of graxing on meeting overall recovery ohjectives
(17t Abality to reduce fuel loads 1o levels that will romote sustainable forests
12. Effects of large quantities of down wood an grazing

V. Range of Alternatives
A full range of alternatives will be considered, including & "no-action” altemative in which nens of the

activities propesed sbove would be implemented.  Based on the issues gathered through scoping. it is
8.



expected that the action alternatives will vary in (1) the silvicultural and posi-harvest treatments prescrbed
uniel {2} the amount and [ocation of salvage harvest, fuels treatment and reforestation. Tentative
plternatives 1o the proposed action include:

1. An aliernative that does oot require the construction of additional temporary or permanens
roads, ather than temporary re-opening of existing roads, and that does not consider salvape
remavel from Riparian Habitar Conservanion Areas.

21 An shernative that emphasizes removal (or other fuels trestment options) of desd timber i
the size classes that would comribute to high imensity bebavior m the event of subsequent
fires. In peneral, this would be the smaller, non-commercial sized trees.

| Coosideration of varipus regeneration strategies including planting ar relstively low stocking levels, within

 current LRMP standards and guidelines, l:nuidnhu be a factor that differentistes aliematives,
Recommendations far road management activity, as informed by a roads analysis process, may be an
rl:m:nt that differentintes afiermarives.

- ..l' FT‘L

Mmuamh:dl

Mlaps represent the best estimation of project activiey location that 5 currently available, Oo-going
reconmaissance i expected to result m further refinements.

Vicmity Map

Map | — Salvage Harvest Areas | Silver Fire Pomion)

Map 2 — Sabvape Harvest Areas (Toolbox pnd Winter Fire Portion)

Map 3 — Reforestation and Thinnimg Aress (Sibver Fire Portion)

Map 4 — Reforestation and Thinnmg Areas [Toolbox and Winter Fire Portion)
Map 5 = Watershed Protestion and Improvement Projects { Silver Fire Porison)
Map & = Watershed Protection and Improvement Projests {Toolbox and Winter Fire Portion)
Map 7 — Existing Classified Roads {Silver Fire Portion)

Map 8 - Existing Classified Roads (Toolbox and Winter Fire Portion)

Map 9 - Transporiation Plan (Silver Fire Portion)

Map 10 = Transportation Plan ( Toolbox and Winter Fire Portion)

On the Weh
The following wehsite will be updared 23 additional information about this project is developed:
REEps /v, Bl Fod ua /T6/ winems ‘manaAgament (ans 1y ied (toolbox,
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