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Regarding. Toolbox Fire Recovery Propct Commenis
Daar Carolyn,

As you have addressed in vour purpose and need, lime (s of the essence 1o salvage
burned dead and dying conifer (fusls), while they have merchantable value, so thal you
can begin the reforestation of burmed areas to restore (o8t habitat and prevent a ToolDox
I fire.

Cur expanance with pondarosa pine and mortality on the Summit Fire [Malhaur Natianal
Forast) clearly demonstraled that those pine with less than 50% grasen canopy ware
daad within one year. | feal your salection crileria of 20% green will not remova anough
of the pine thet is dead or gaing ta die that will become fusl for future fires.

It ks arbdirary to limil the white fir or pine dibh to 21" maxmuem for remavel, Fire and
insects 1o not choose which trees o burn of infest besed on diameter. For forest haalth
and fuels reduction, decisions (o remove burned or insect damaged trees should be
based on existing conditions.

Please fake into consideration the benefits of soil disturbance created by ground based
logaing. Logging, when designed cortectly, can braak up the hydrophobic soil layer
craated by the fire and minimize watar runcff and erosion.  This will improve the site for
reforestation and future forests. Logging should not be a limiting factor in your salvage
and reforestaltion aforts,

Thank you for the opportunity to comment. | applaud your efforis in putting together a
good initied plan in & fimely fashion 1o restore the forest,

T

Gerald Keck,
Resource Manager
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