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Fe: Toolbox Fire Recovery Project DEIS

The Oregon Department of Fish end Wikdlife (ODFW) has reviewsd the Diraft Environmental
Impacy Statement (DEIS) for the Toolbex Fire Recovery Project.  QDFW supports the
development of long-torm, sustnimnble Forest habitats that are maintained in part by re-
imtroduction of fire, ODFW recommends implementation of the preferrad altermative
{Alternative Gy with several mehifications.

Fugls Treaiments — ODFW recommends mechanical treatment of sfunds within the ponderosa
pinehitterbrush/fescis Vegstason fype that contoin shrabs, and were oot impacted by tho
wildfire, ODFW is concemned that some of the preseribed fire identified in Altermative G
would result in the loss of the remaining shrub component within the project area. The shrub
companent, specifically bitterbrush, is imporiant forage for mile deer. Mule deer management
ohjectives set in the late 1980°s are based on reasonoblc habitet availabality, and set
substamially below historically high population levels. Thess management ohjectives ware
sdopted inte The Fromont Mational Forest, Land Resource Manngement Plan (LEMP). Loss of
any additlonal bitterbrush would limit the ability of tee Silver Loke mule deer herd 10 susiain
itself ot management ohjactive. Prescribed fire projects huve heen implementad on 23,850
acres within the projest area over the last 20 vears, USFS monitering of preseribed fire
projects consistently demonsirates 60 percent or greater boss of the shrub compancent within this
habitat type, For example, the Chascer Broom (CH) project hes hod successive preseribed fire
projects implemnented over the past 15 years, Fall mule deer herd counts in the CB project have
shiown a substantial reduction in mule deer numbers, More than half of the 49,5040 acres of
pational forest land within the project area losi a subsiantial amount of shrub component. Priar
io the fire, prescribed fire projects had alrcady been plonned and approved for an additional
9,600 acres within the projoct ares, Altemative G proposes. new preseribed buming on 3,572
acres, a5 well as on an additionsl 5 596 acees within % mileo of private timberiand. The amoant
of prescribed buming proposed under Altemative G will lmpact the rempining shrub
componant within the project arsa. This, in tum, coald forther negatively impact mule dee
numbers, and impact the Forest's ability 1o provide the habitat needed o keep the Silver Lake
mle deer i manggement th::ﬂvm
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Roads — The Fresmont LRMP identified open road densitics that provide for big game habiun
needs, ODFW recommends that Alternative G be modified o mest the LRMP Standards and
Chndelines for open road denaities no grester than 2.5 miles par square mile on mule deer
summer range, 1.5 miles per square mile on transition rnge, znd one mile per squars mile on
e decr winter range.  Furthermore, all roads within the Riparian Hobitat Conservation Areas
{RHCA) should be decommissioned to meet the “functioning eppropriately™ standard for sub-
waiershed mad densities. Mo new roads should be constructed or existing roads re-opened
within the RHCA. The DEIS stztes that the current open roed density within tho fire perimeter is
3.7 miles per square mile. Allemative G proposes an open road dengity of 2.6 miles per square
mile; the highest of all the altermatives. However, thi DEIS does not identify open road denditics
within miile decr summer, iransition and winter rangess. Con the Final E1S provide the open road
densitles within mule deer summer, transition and winter rangea?

ODFW recommends Alterative G be modified to elimmate the requirement for 8 LRMP site-
specific amendment for mule deer cover and habitat effactiveness. Under the LRMP Standards
and Gruidelines, Alternative G requires o site-spevific LRME amendment, because mule deer
cover mnd habitat effectivencas are currently below standards, The DETS states the proposcd
prescribed fire treatments could lower cover by 35 percent. Tha eight sub-watcrsheds contain
major partions of summer, transition and winter ranges of the Silver Lake mule desr hend,
LRMP standards and guidelines for habitat effectiveness are not being met in any of the sub-
witergheds, Percend cover stundurds sire besng met in only transition range of Middle Silver
Creck sub-watershed and on summer ranges of Thampson Reservoir and West Fork sab-
watersheds, Closing and decommissioning roads can mitigate for the Jogs of cover and incresse
habitn eifootivencss.

As stated in the DEIS, "mads account for mest of the sediment problems in a watershed, becauss
they are a link befween ssdiment source ancas, . .and stream channels. They directly affect
channel marphology of streams by neceleraling erosion and sediment delivery, and by increasing
the mognitude of peak flow.” (pp.3-297). Increases in sediments have direct impacts 1o uguatic
imsects, amphibisns, figh and their habitats, USFS messaremants directly alor the fire showed
suhstantinl increnscs in crosion rates over pre-fire measurements.  Eight sub-watersheds are
located within the Toolbox Fire Recovery Project area, The DEIS evaluation of the exiating
condition of these sub-walersheds showed Benny, East Duncan, Thompson, Upper Dunean,
Upper Silver ond West Fork Silver ersaks are functioning st “unacocptable risk™ for road
densities. Lower Duncan and Middie Silver are functioning at “risk™ for road densitiss. The
DEIS predicts toad closure and decommissioning activitbes proposed under Alternative G would
regull in the eight sub-watersheds functioning appropriately, but at nsk, Decommissioning
additinnal miles of roadd will furiher reduee the level of nisk to thege sireams. Scdiment
estimates from the miles of roads closed or decommussioncd are considerod sodiment savings,
thereiy in'qmri'ngﬂrm fumnction and water quality,
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Snng Densities — Overall, ODFW supports recommensdations in Allemative G for snag densities
and glzes for retention within salvage units, bt ODFW recommends Altemative G be modifad
1o eliminate the proposed galvage of snags within the salvage unit acreages identified a8 optimal
Lewis and Black-Backed woodpecker habimt, Black-Backed Woodpeckors are listed on
Fremont Mationa! Forest Management Indicabor Species list. Lewis and Black-Backed
woodpeckers oo listod on the Sub-provines Central Oregon/lamath Basin Focal Species 1ist,
and are listed Critical on te ODFW Sensitive Species list. To provide for eanag dependent
species, the Wildlife section of the DETS recommenids no salvags in fire created snag clumps of
identified optimal Lewis and Black-Backed Woodpecker habitats, Outside the salvage units but
within (he project anca, the DEIS states that fire created 900 acres of optimal Lewis Woodpecker
hahitar. It also created 12 areas iotaling 1, 78% acres the DETS identified as optimal Black-
Backed Woodpecker habitat. Alternative G proposes salvage of smags an 216 acres of optimal
Lewis Woodpecker habitat, The DEIS states that due o the increased amount of fuels treatrmeént
within the 14 mile of private land under Altemative G, only 5 of the 12 aread identificd as oprimal
Biack-Hacked Woodpeskes habital woold remmin lnrge cnotigh fo function as effective habitat,

0l Growih — DDFW bas concarn that habital is provided for old growth dependent species.
The DEIS l= st clear whether the replacemens old growth stands will be reclassified from
Manngement Area 5, and dedicated as Management Area 3 or 14, ODFW recommends that
portigns managernent area § be converted to management area 3 or 14 a8 was done in previons
fires.

Dawn Wood in Upland Hahitats — ODFW recommends modifying Altemative G 1o meorponiis
the higher down waod levels developed by USFS staff using DecAlD, Furihermoge, any noes
that are on the ground prior to conumencement of the salvayge operation shaald remain as down
wood. Down wond contributes 1o the hydrology of a gite and provides nutrient recyoling.
Wildlife use down wood for denning, nessing, foraging, fawmning and calving, Based on USFS
personnel field ahservations as idemified in the DEIS, down wood levels are curently deficient
due to consumption during the fire, Across the landscape, levels are below LRMP Standands and
Guidelines. All allermatives allow exigting merchaniable down wood within comemercial salvage
witles 1o ba removed 1o the extent that the LRMP minimum stavdard per acre remnins,
Altemative G recommends the greatest amount of prescribed fire, Thus, it has the greatest
potential Lo impact future down wood levels.

Large Wood in Streams — Large wood provides for significant in-stream habitat for native
salmondds. DDFW recommends modifying Altemnative G to imcarparate the higher lumge woody
debris (LWD) levels identificd in Interior Columbia Basin Ecogysiem Management Plan.
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Furthermaore, all down trees within the RHCA that have fallen into or esuld fall into the stream
-:]:unm:l should be retamed in their cntiroty aa down wiood and TWED. LWD in streams is

for stream channe] complexity, sediment slorpe, creation of pools, undencul banks,
and sources of foodd and cover for salmonids. The partion of a piece of LWD ontside the active
sirenm chanmel functions as an ancher io irap other piccss of LWD movimy through the siream
channel. The DEIS evaluation of the existing condition indicates Silver Creek (in all sub-
watersheds) and Thompson sub-wntershed are functioning appropriately, bat at risk for LWD,
Ahemative G woiald allow existing merchantable LWD within BHCA to b2 removed in exoass
of the minkmum LEMP standards, The amount and location of prescribed fite treatments
identified n Alternative G would licely have negative nffects on potential futuse LWD
recruitment levels,

Cover Pasches = ODFW sipponts the DEIS recommendation to mamtain one small, unthinmed
caver paich per ncre in reatment areas outside of sabvape umits. ODFW recomniends the
unthinned cover patches omiside of the salvage units be protected from prescribed fire, Non-
merchantable green and bumod trees 9° w147 dbh provids habitat for bird nesting and foraging,
as well &s mule deer escape cover, fawning and cabving cover. Within salvage unita ODFW
scknowledpes the need for site preparation by messss of removal of all desd standing irees
cutside of snag clumps priar 1o reforestation to nsure the safety of tree planters. The DEIS
siates that preserited fire may reduce cover within the existmg cover stands by 35 perccnt. The
arnount of sile preparntion snd preseribed fire Mentified in Allemative G will likely have
negative impacts oo cover patchies. Closing and decommissioning moads can enitigate for the koes
of cover, Con cover patches within the salvage onits be identified and meintained in association
with the snag clumps?

Fawning and Culving Habitat - Becanse of Use sensitivity of big gnme to disturbance, ODFW
recormmends that o activities ocour within mulc deer fawning and clk calving arcss between
April 15 and August 15, Mitigntion messures identified in Altenative G are inadecuats to
protect this critical habitat. Mule deer and olk utilize riparian areas, wel meadows and moist
forest stands fior frwning and calving. Fawn and colf survival is dependent on protection from
disturbances during this criticnl time, Fawning and calving habitats were extensively imipacted
within the firg perimeter, Closing and decommissioning roads can provide protaction to this
eritical hakital, ODFW offers to work with USFS stafT 1o identify important fawning and calving
aress to be protecied

Reforestarion — To snhance and protect decadsous nparian vegslation, ODFW recommends o
direct preseribed fire ireatments in Category 1 and 4 BHCA. Prescobod fire can be allowed to
back into the RHCA. All altematives propose po conifer planting berween 50 and 150 feet from
uspen. This should enhance aspen stand development.



HL-1 72003 1784 FROM:ODF SA3 347 &R TO:S41 576 TSET PE

Cuolyn Wisdom, District Ranger
Silver Loke Ranger District
Page 5

In addition to these leave areas, ODFW recommends no planting within 150 feet of snag clumps
or 50 to 150 feet from nider, black cottonwood and mabogany patches (o promele the
development of these deciduous vegetation habitats. To promote forages production across ihe
landscape, DDFW recommends no comfer planting n cpenings ereated by the fire less than 5
Bores in St

In cloatm, ODFW has been commltted 1o ensuring thal wildlife habitat values ore being met
while pddressing tha needs of the lneal community. Through the Access and Habitat Program.
ODFW has previously made funds available io private landowners for revegetation projects on
private lands affectsd by the Toolbox fire. 'We appreciate this opperfusity 1o comment on the
restoratlon plan,

ODFW has already providad mumerous editorial comments to variows USFS sl for
incorportion imto the FEIS. If you have any questions or nesd additional information regarding
these comments, please feel free (o contact my staff or mie

Chy?
High Desert Regional Director

oo Jim Mymn - GRNRO
Lanee Clark — OLF
R.nr'EHn.'l'..cr
Ron Anglin
Boh Hoolon
Cralg Foster



