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Silver Lake Ranger District WUV 1 £ 2003
PO Box 129

Silver Lake, OR OTR3R

Diear Carolyn.

| would like 1o submit comments an the Toalbox Fire Recovery Project Draft
Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS), and ask that vou re-consider Alternative F., the
“Restoration Only™ alternative. A cemtury of intensive logging and fire SUppression
I:_run!d the conditions for the Toslbox Fire, and more of the same will not fix it Now is
time for the Forest Service to give serious consideration to o “Restoration Onlv™
alternagive, and begin working with nature, instead of aganst nature '

Alternative D, the “limited-intervention approach™, should have been chosen ns the
“prefermad altermative™, as it meets the minfmum agency objectives with the least nmount
of watershed disturbance  All otlser management nlternotives leave excess road miles
open and oreaie new ieniporary roads, and proposs salvape lopeing which elevates the
sk of “short term™ discharge of sediment into streams and riparian areas. Aliernative F,
the “Restoration Only™ altemative, would have even less watershed disturbance than
either the “no action™ or “limited-intervention approach™, and is the most logical choice
i terme of long-term watarsled healtls and restortion

There are numerous opportunitees o work with the notural results of the Toolbox Fire
ing ludin thinning plantations and underburming 1o further reduce fuel loads. Pre-
commersial thinmng, hand thinning in the Northem Goshawk, Bald Eagle, and Peregrine
Fnlcon arcas, road decommissiomng, aspen enhancement, livestock fencing, bank
sinbilization planting, decidusis planting, stream placement of lirge wosdy debris and
road stabdlization are good examples

Salvage logging removes the majority of large rees and snags for hazard and commercial
purpescs, vet these are the best sources of future soil conditioning and are ihe least likely
fuels 10 barn in the futuse, Aceording to the DELS, "there ane thousands of large trees
over 200 years old 1n the project area”, most of these large trees should be saved for
wildlifiz habitat and sails.

By leaving the small non-commercial trees behind in some units, ingluding limbs and
branches, Mlammable logeing slash will increase the risk of a future fire. Large logs and
snigs gel g4 noisiune sinks, provide shelter for small amimals and cavity nesters, and
large falling snags naterally thin dense stands. Al live trees, especially all green trees
over 217 dbh must be protected to provide for wildlife habitat for threatened, endangered
and sensitive spegies. Thank you for considering my comments.

Sincerely, m—g '!
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