THE WILDERNESS SOCIETY RECEIVED

Pacific Morchwest Regional Office NOY 1 2 2003

Movember |43, 23

Cambvn Wisdom, Destrict Ranger
Silver Loke Ranger Dasine

PO, Box 124

Silver Lake, OR 97638

D Bls. Wistlom:

Phamk vou the opportunity to comment on the deaft envirommental impast stalement on
the Teolhox Fire Recovery Project. As vou know!, post-fire salvage logging 15 a very
comlroversial Bind manpgement practice with mony potentdally significant environmental
irmpacts, Thie Wilderness Society therefose urges the Forest Service o comply fully with
all applicable laws regarding environmental review and public invelvement for this
project

In partbeular, we swrongly urge the agency not to declare the Toolbox project as an
“emergency situation” wnd theseby exempt it from the amomatic stay requirements of the
Appeals Reform Act. While the new appeals regmiations allow the Regional Forester 1o
declare an cimergencey hated on “substantial loss of economie viloe o the Federal
Government,” we believe that such an econemic-hased declaration would likely violaie
the Appeals Beform Act, 1 is difficult to imagine et an sdditional 45 10 60 dayvs deloy
in implemienting the project would result in the kind of emergeney situation that woukd
justify o special exemplion from the reguirements of the Appeals Reform Act,

Adtempiing o invoke the cmerzency exermption m ihis sttuaiion could actunlly couse &
much greater delay in project implomentation by substantially mcreasing the project s
vitlnerability to court challenge and injuncticn. We believe it would be more pradent to
oherve the pomul, legally manidaled sppeals process.

Simccrely,
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