UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

FOREST SERVICE

ROGUE RIVER NATIONAL FOREST

Butte Falls Ranger District

800 Laurel Avenue

PO Box 227

Butte Falls, Or  97522

(541) 865-2700

WILLOW PRAIRIE CABIN

 Cabin Rental Information Packet

If you have ever dreamed of returning to the ‘Old West’ and living the life of a cowboy; holing up in a cabin overnight and riding the trails without a care, just you and your horse, then we have the perfect place for you.  The Butte Falls Ranger District is offering as a rental, The Willow Prairie Cabin.  We are featuring Willow Prairie Cabin as a year round rental, so it will not be limited to equestrian visitors.  Regular campers, hunters, and winter sports advocate who want a roof over their head for the evening…this cabin is for you too!

Willow Prairie Cabin is being offered as a summer and winter recreation opportunity, on a Cabin Special Use Agreement.

***PLEASE READ THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION CAREFULLY***

HISTORY, and LOCATION 

Willow Prairie Cabin is listed on the National Register of Historic Places.  In 1924, a road crew constructing the Butte Falls/Fish Lake Highway built the cabin to use as housing while they completed their task.  Willow Prairie was a very remote area in those days, so the crew could not travel to their homes at the end of the day.  Over the years the Forest Service preserved the cabin, and built the Willow Prairie Campground adjacent to the cabin site.  The campground was converted to a horse camp in 1991, and the cabin is considered the premium site available.  

Willow Prairie Cabin is located in the southwest portion of Oregon’s magnificent volcanic Cascade Mountain Range at the foot of Mt. McLoughlin, at an elevation of 4,300 feet. Wheeled-vehicle access is usually possible only from late spring through fall, so it may be a true recreation adventure to reach the cabin during winter.   
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FACILITIES

The Willow Prairie Cabin setting is rustic old-west.  It is a one room cabin with two shutter style windows (no glass), one door, a wood stove, and some rustic furniture, as well as a couple of sleeping cots.  There is counter space and places to hang lanterns.  Willow Prairie Cabin is adjacent to the Willow Prairie Horse Camp, and is surrounded by nineteen-plus miles of horse trails.  There are corrals and a water trough for up to four horses.  Firewood is provided at times, however you are encouraged to bring your own, or an alternative heat source.  A splitting maul is provided.

Note:  Firewood for the stove in the cabin will be stocked at the beginning of the season.  Please be considerate and burn no more wood than you really need. This stock of wood is not to be used in the campground or the associated campfire circle outside of the cabin.   Please do not attempt to secure firewood from the adjacent campground and vicinity.  Chopping down trees, and branches or otherwise taking them from the vicinity for use as firewood is strictly prohibited.

ACCESS

The Route:  The route to Willow Prairie from the Town of Butte Falls is to access County Road 821 (Butte Falls/Fish Lake Highway) and drive approximately 17 miles southeast to Forest Road 3738.  If you are entering the Butte Falls Ranger District from Highway 140, turn north on County Road 821 from Highway 140, and drive approximately 2 miles northwest to Forest Road 3738.  Turn west on Forest Road 3738 and drive 1.3 miles to where 3738 intersects Forest Road 3735.  

At this point you have two choices.

· If you are pulling a trailer, or driving a vehicle with low clearance, turn left and travel ¼ mile to the Willow Prairie Campground overflow parking area.  Here is where you can unload horses and park the horse trailer or vehicle during your stay.

· If you are not pulling a trailer, and your vehicle will clear the road, continue due west across the intersection, off the main road, and on to a little dirt road that ambles through the trees.  At the next junction turn left, and the cabin should be in sight.  Continue on to the designated loading/unloading area located within 200 feet of the cabin.

Please note for winter access: There is a big difference between summer season and winter season in the Willow Prairie area.  Vehicle access in winter is subject to weather conditions.  Wintertime parking along Highway 140 is permissible in designated areas with an Oregon State SnoPark Pass.  These areas are well signed on the roadsides.  A SnoPark Pass can be purchased at the DMV and a variety of other vendors.  The Prospect and Butte Falls Ranger Districts are not selling SnoPark Passes, so please make sure you have one before you leave your area.
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PLEASE READ CAREFULLY the following information that pertains to winter.

During a typical winter, the snow pack may halt your vehicle somewhat short of your intended destination. Over the snow travel, either on foot or snowmobile may be your only access.   Generally, County Road 821 and Highway 140 are kept plowed and free of heavy snow, allowing some vehicles access to within 2-3 miles of the cabin.  However, please be aware that no matter where you park, a heavy snowfall while you are visiting Willow Prairie could strand your vehicle miles from anywhere. 

 Winter access to the cabin on skis or snowmobiles can range anywhere from two to six miles, and the difficulty level will be moderate to difficult, depending upon snow conditions.  Cross-country travel is possible if you become familiar with the area because severe weather may cover or destroy directional signs. 

Always carry a forest visitor map to assist you while wandering around the forest roads.  Maps can be purchased at the Butte Falls or Prospect Ranger Stations or the Supervisors Office of the Rogue River National Forest, 333 W. 8th Street, Medford, OR 97501.

PARKING AND ANIMAL ACCESS

Because of the location, road conditions, and historic stature of Willow Prairie Cabin, certain rules apply:

· Only high clearance vehicles are allowed on the cabin access road.  A trailer will not fit on this road.  After unloading your trailer in the campground overflow parking area, you will have to walk, pack or ride your animals along the trail around the campground.  This route is approximately 1/3 of a mile and will access the corrals at the cabin site.  Also, after unhooking your trailer in the overflow parking area, you may proceed with your vehicle to the cabin loading/unloading area.

· Vehicles are only allowed in the cabin loading/unloading area during times of access.  Once you have unloaded your vehicle(s) please move it/them to the designated parking area.  This parking area is located back up the entrance road, adjacent to the last junction before reaching the cabin.  Signs are in place to designate this parking area.

· Livestock is not allowed directly in the cabin area.  Please use the route that circles the cabin area for access to the cabin corrals.
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PROVISIONS

The Forest Service will provide the following:

· Willow Prairie Cabin (see above explanation)

· Potable water, during the summer only, about 400 feet from the cabin

· Livestock water, during the summer only, about 200 feet from the cabin

· Four stock corrals @ 12’x12’ each, 100 feet from the cabin

· Firewood (No guarantees, bring your own, or an alternate source of heat)

· A splitting maul

· An outside toilet, about 600 feet from the cabin

· A manure dump trailer, about 500 feet from the cabin

· A wheel borrow for firewood and manure clean-up

We suggest that you bring the following:

· This information packet

· Food and beverages 

· Coleman type stove

· All cookware, dishes, and utensils

· Warm sleeping bags or bedrolls

· Lanterns, (or some light source) matches, and flashlights

· First-aid kits

· Personal gear

· Garbage bags:  DUMPING REFUSE IN THE TOILETS OR SURROUNDING AREA IS PROHIBITED

· During the winter season, you will have to bring water for all of your needs, winter clothing, and all winter gear. (snowshoes, cross country skis etc.)
AVAILABILITY AND FEES

Willow Prairie Cabin is available by reservation for public use under the authority of the Granger-Thye Act of April 24, 1950, where the permittee agrees to assist in facility maintenance and improvements.  A Special Use Permit is required to use the cabin, and is granted on a first come first served basis.  The application-permit forms and instructions are included in this information packet.

The use fee is listed on the attached “Maintenance Agreement.”  The fees collected will be used for the long-term maintenance and repair of the historic Willow Prairie Cabin.  The fee is charged per group/per night, with a group not to exceed four (4) persons (one in each bed and two on the floor).   The minimum stay is one (1) night and the maximum is seven (7) consecutive nights.  Each block of time reserved requires a separate payment.

SPECIAL USE PERMIT INSTRUCTIONS

     1.  Special Use Permits are available through:





Rogue River National Forest





Butte Falls Ranger District





800 Laurel Avenue





P.O. Box 227





Butte Falls, OR  97522





Phone:  541-865-2700

1. First obtain a cabin information packet and become familiar with the permit process.

2. After reading the “Terms for Permitted Use”, fill out the Maintenance Agreement, Exculpatory Contract, and three copies of the Permit.  Please PRINT your name as “PERMIT HOLDER”, and then sign and date each permit.

3. Return the documents listed above to the Butte Falls Ranger district.  All of the documents must be signed and dated with all of the necessary information completed.
YOUR RESERVATION CAN BE PROCESSED ONLY AFTER WE RECEIVE THESE DOCUMENTS (Three Special Use Permits, Maintenance Agreement, and Exculpatory Contract) AND THE APPROPRIATE PAYMENT.

4. Exculpatory Contract Release of Claim.  Read this document carefully, it is a waiver of rights.  The permittee and other party members must first print their names and then sign on the appropriate lines.  If the party size is less than four (4), write NA or NONE on the party member line.  Note that the person who signs the permit would sign on the permittee line of the contract, and that the party size cannot exceed four people.

5. Whenever possible, the campground host will open the cabin, give you the keys to use during your stay, and receive the keys and condition report upon your departure.  If this isn’t possible, the key for the cabin can be picked-up and dropped-off with the condition report at the Butte Falls Ranger Station.   Your confirmation letter will give complete instructions how to pick-up and drop-off keys.

(continued on reverse side)
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SPECIAL USE PERMIT INSTRUCTIONS continued
6. The Forest Service retains the right to prevent occupancy of the cabin for any and all reasons.  If, because of an emergency, the Forest Service must prevent occupancy of the cabin during your scheduled stay, the agency will return the fee or attempt to find another suitable time when it can be used.  The return of the fee or rescheduling (if such is agreeable to both the Forest Service and the permittee) constitute the sole remedy to the permittee if the Forest Service prevents occupancy.

7. If you need to cancel your date, please give a 14-day advance notice in order to receive a refunded permit fee.

8. Fill out the Cabin Condition Report once your stay at Willow Prairie Cabin is complete.  Return the report either to the campground host, or in the same slot used for keys, at the Butte Falls Ranger District key return box.

Thank you.
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TERMS FOR PERMITTED USE OF WILLOW PRAIRIE CABIN

For purposes of these Terms, the word "permittee" shall mean each person who signs the permit together with any person who is the agent, employee, or guest of any such person.  For purposes of any liability relating to this permit or the use of the site, every person who is a permittee under the above definition shall be jointly and severally liable.

The permittee shall maintain the improvements and premises to standards of repair, orderliness, neatness, sanitation, and safety acceptable to the Forest Officer in charge.

This permit is subject to all valid claims.

The permittee, in exercising the privileges granted by this permit, shall comply with the regulations of the U.S. Department of Agriculture and all Federal, State, and County laws, ordinances, or regulations that are applicable to the area or to the operations covered by this permit.

The permittee shall exercise diligence in protecting from damage the land and property of the United States covered by and used in connection with this permit. Permittee shall pay the United States for any damage resulting from negligence or from the violation of the terms of this permit or any law or regulation applicable to the National Forests by the permittee.

The permittee shall fully repair all damage, other than ordinary wear and tear, to National Forest roads and trails caused by the permittee in exercise of the privileges granted by this permit.

No Member of or Delegate to Congress or Resident Commissioner shall be admitted to any share or part of this agreement or to any benefit that may arise herefrom unless it is made with a corporation for its general benefit.

Avalanches, rising waters, high winds, falling trees and limbs, and other hazards are phenomena in the forest that present risks which the permittee assumes.  The permittee has the responsibility of inspecting the site, route, and immediate adjoining area for dangerous trees, hanging limbs, and other evidence of hazards.

The permittee shall dispose of all refuse resulting from this use (including waste materials, garbage, and rubbish of all kinds) in the following manner (and shall guard the purity of streams and living waters):  All refuse will be packed out to the permittee's vehicle and removed from National Forest land for proper disposal.

(continued on reverse side)
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PERMIT TERMS (continued)

In the event of an emergency rescue involving the permittee, the permittee will be responsible for the cost of such rescue.

No loaded firearms or fireworks shall be stored or used in the cabin.

Disorderly, illegal, or otherwise objectionable conduct by the permittee or those occupying the premises with his/her permission shall, upon proof thereof, be cause for termination of the permit, as well as any further legal action that may be appropriate.

The permit is for a maximum of four persons.  The permittee shall see to it that additional persons do not use the cabin facilities, nor can additional persons camp within the cabin area or stay in vehicles parked nearby.  (Additional persons who may be known to the permittee are of course welcome to use any available campsites and other facilities at the Willow Prairie Campground; however, the cabin facilities are not to be used by them.)

The permittee shall use the firewood from the cabin site only during the stay at the cabin.  Firewood will not be removed from the premises for use elsewhere, and it will not be provided to persons who are not members of the permit group (for example, it will not be given, traded, or sold to visitors staying at the nearby campground).

This permit shall not be exclusive.  The Forest Service reserves the right to use or permit others to use any part of the permitted area for any purpose, provided such use does not interfere with the rights and privileges hereby authorized.

The permittee shall indemnify the United States against any liability for damage to life or property arising from the occupancy or use of National Forest lands under this permit.

The permittee shall maintain all improvements, appurtenances, and furnishings constructed or installed by the Forest Service, in as good a condition as received for use, ordinary wear and tear excepted, and shall supply and replace any articles that may be destroyed, broken, or lost with articles of a like kind and of equal value, according to a list of property supplied by the Forest Service.  Such improvements, appurtenances, and furnishings shall at all times be maintained and operated by the permittee in a safe condition and manner; and upon termination of this permit, the permittee shall deliver up to the Forest Service the premises and all improvements, appurtenances, and furnishings.
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MAINTENANCE AGREEMENT AND FEE SCHEDULE
This Recreation Use Permit is issued under the Fee Demo Authority.  The permittee shall perform simple maintenance (listed below) and pay a small fee in lieu of major maintenance.  This fee will stay in the cabin rental program and be used to maintain this site and help bring other cabin rentals on line in this area.  The fee schedule set for the Willow Prairie Cabin Rental Program is:

OCCUPANCY FEE:  $15.00 per night, with the minimum stay one (1) night @ $15.00, and the maximum stay seven (7) nights @ $105.00.  Each block of time reserved requires a separate check or money order.

Signature of Permittee ___________________________________________ Date__________

Permit Fee Amount Enclosed:_________________for__________nights.  

**Make checks or money orders out to the: USDA FOREST SERVICE** 
*** SEND CHECKS OR MONEY-ORDERS ONLY; DO NOT SEND CASH. ***

Donations will gladly be accepted to help expand our Cabin Permit Program.
Signature of Forest Officer  ______________________________________  

Date __________

CABIN MAINTENANCE REQUIRED OF PERMITTEE
1.  
Sweep floors and clean countertops, etc. before leaving.

2.  
Pack out all garbage. 

3.  
Restock firewood in cabin from the supply behind the cabin.

4.  
Extinguish fire.

5.  
Leave steps and walkway clear of snow.

6.  
Leave the cabin, locked upon your departure. 

7. 
Return the keys to the campground host, or to the drop box located in front of the Butte Falls Ranger district office, 


BY THE CLOSE OF BUSINESS ON THE DAY OF CHECK-OUT.

            8.      Report any broken or missing items in and around the cabin.
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EXCULPATORY CONTRACT

RELEASE of CLAIMS

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT of AGRICULTURE

(NOT FOR USE OUTSIDE OF REGION SIX)

READ CAREFULLY: THIS IS A WAIVER OF RIGHTS.
I understand there are potential dangers associated with the use of these facilities.  Dangers include but are not limited to: ice- or snow-covered steps, ice- or snow-covered walkways, and falling trees or limbs that may add danger to being on the premises.  I also understand the dangers associated with using a gas-operated lantern, including the danger of escaping gas when turned on but not in use.  I further recognize the danger of carbon monoxide from personally owned gas cooking devices when used inside without proper ventilation.  I recognize the inherent risk of injury, disability, or death in the permitted use of the Willow Prairie Cabin and related activities.  I understand that each participant must assume the risk of physical injury or death that could result from this use and related activities.

I, FOR MYSELF, MY HEIRS, EXECUTORS, ADMINISTRATORS, AND ASSIGNS, HEREBY RELEASE, WAIVE, DISCHARGE AND RELINQUISH ANY ACTION OR CAUSE OF ACTION, BASED UPON NEGLIGENCE, WHICH MAY ARISE FROM OR BE RELATED TO MY PARTICIPATION IN THE WILLOW PRAIRIE CABIN PERMIT PROGRAM.  FURTHER, I AGREE THAT NEITHER I NOR MY HEIRS, EXECUTORS, ADMINISTRATORS OR ASSIGNS WILL PRESENT OR PROSECUTE ANY CLAIM, BASED UPON NEGLIGENCE, FOR PERSONAL INJURY, PROPERTY DAMAGE OR WRONGFUL DEATH AGAINST THE UNITED STATES OR ITS EMPLOYEES FOR DAMAGES ARISING OUT OF ACTIVITIES OF, INVOLVING, OR RELATING TO THE WILLOW PRAIRIE CABIN PERMIT PROGRAM.

In addition, I give consent for medical treatment of my person as deemed appropriate by Forest Service employees or medical personnel for any incident or condition which may arise while engaging in or which are related to the Willow Prairie Cabin Permit Program.

(continued on next page)
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EXCULPATORY CONTRACT (continued)
 _______________________________________

Permittee Name (Please Print)

_______________________________________

Permittee Signature             Date

(2)____________________________________

Party Member Name (Please Print)

_______________________________________

Party Member Signature          Date

(3)____________________________________

Party Member Name (Please Print)

_______________________________________

Party Member Signature          Date

 (4)____________________________________

Party Member Name (Please Print)    

_______________________________________

Party Member Signature          Date
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WILLOW PRAIRIE CABIN CONDITION REPORT

Please fill out and return along with your keys, to the Willow Prairie Campground Host, or the Butte Falls Ranger District return key box ON THE DAY OF CHECKOUT BY THE CLOSE OF BUSINESS.

Willow Prairie Cabin visited by______________________________________

Date visited________________



ITEM






CONDITION









(clean, broken, not there)

Table and Chairs _____________________________________________________

2 Cots for sleeping_____________________________________________________

Fire Extinguisher_______________________________________________________

Smoke Alarm_________________________________________________________

Broom and Dust Pan____________________________________________________

Splitting Maul_________________________________________________________

Wheel Borrow_________________________________________________________

Condition of Cabin upon arrival?__________________________________________

Any Safety Considerations?______________________________________________

Any Suggestions?______________________________________________________
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