Frenchman Lake
Recreation Area

Plumas National Forest

Frenchman Lake Recreation Areaisoff Hwy 70, about 8
milesnorth of thetown of Chilcoot on CaliforniaHwy
284. ThisdrivefollowsLittle Last Chance Creek up
through abeautiful canyon.

Camping

Campingispermitted only inthe developed
campgrounds, which aregenerally open
fromApril through October. Concessionaire
under aspecia usepermit operatesthesefacilities. Fees
arerequired and themaximum stay is14 days. Thereare
fivecampgroundsinthe Recreation Area: Chilcoot,
Cottonwood Springs, Frenchman, Spring Creek, and Big
Cove. All together, thereare 190 family units, and two
group sitesat Cottonwood Springs. Theloop B group site
at Cottonwood Springs, 2 family sitesat Chilcoot, and 11
family Sitesat Big Covearefully accessible. Al
campgroundshavetables, grills, firerings, water, toilets,
and garbage service. Chilcoot, Cottonwood Springs, and
Big Cove Campgroundshaveflushtoilets. Sitescan be
reserved by calling 1-877-444-6777 or online at
www.ReserveUSA.com. Reservationsneed to be made
inadvancefor group camp sites. A servicefeeischarged
at thetrailer dump station near Cottonwood Springs
Campground. Campfiresmust beinthefirerings
provided. Both Spring Creek and Frenchman
campgrounds areavailable asweather permitsin early
spring and latefal | without fee or water.

A

Little Last Chance Scenic Area

TheLittle Last Chance Creek and canyon
wereformed astheresult of several
geologic events. Thesestarted severa
million yearsago asvol canic eruptionsflowed over granite
rock. Thiscompletely blocked and filled thethen existing
canyonsand streams, creating alakethat wasamost 200
feet deeper thantoday’s. Water and debrisfromthe
surrounding hillschiseled anew streambed, carving down
through the sharp canyon wallsyou seetoday.

Boat Launching

Frenchman Boat Launch hasafour-lane
concretelaunching ramp with afloating
boat dock and an accessible boat |oading
ramp. Lunker Point Boat L aunch hasatwo-lane concrete
ramp with afloating boat dock. Both launcheshave
parking areas and accessibletoilets.

Fishing

Six locationsaround Frenchman Lake
providefishing opportunities, Nightcrawler
Bay, Sndlygaster Point, Crystal Point,
Turkey Point, Salmon Egg and theKiosk. All fishing,
whether on shore, in boat or float tube, isregulated by the
CdliforniaDepartment of Fish and Gamewith afivetrout
daily limit al season. BesidesRainbow and Brown trout,
Eagle Laketrout and Small mouth bass can also befound.

Hunting

Regulated by the CaliforniaDepartment of
Fishand Game, huntingisallowed in parts
of therecreation area. Historicaly, thisarea
has been popular for hunting both deer and waterfowl.

—

Trails

Therearethreetrailsin Frenchman Lake
Recreation Area. The Frenchman-Spring
Creek connector isagradual, 1/4-milelong
trail offering viewsof thelake and connectsthetwo
campgrounds. The Spring Creek-Big Cove Campgrounds
connector is¥sof amilewithinteresting terrainaong
Spring and Galeppi Creeksand scenic viewsof thelake.
Thethirdtrail, theBig Cove Enabler, isa¥smile
accessiblepavedtrail providing accessfrom Big Cove
campground to thelakeshore.
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In Case of Emergency
Fire / Medical / Sheriff:

Call 911

A pay telephone is

located in Chilcoot
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To Chilcoot & Hwy. 70




