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Forest Officials Urge Caution on Fourth of July Weekend

Placerville CA ..... The Fourth of July weekend brings thousands of visitors to the
Eldorado National Forest to enjoy the holiday in the great outdoors. Fireworks are banned
in all National Forests and visitors should leave them at home. It is illegal to possess
fireworks in the National Forest. Forest officials say dry fuel conditions prevail
throughout most of the forest and urge campers to be extra careful with their campfires
and barbeques. Campfires should be drowned with water until they are completely
extinguished. Escaped campfires are responsible for many wildfires each year costing
millions of dollars.

Campers are required to obtain a free California Campfire Permit for use of a
campfire, barbeque, gas cookstove or lantern outside of a developed campground. By
following the safety rules on the permit campers can prevent their campfire from starting
a wildfire. Permits can be obtained at any Forest Service, California Department of
Forestry, or Bureau of Land Management office.

This weekend visitors can expect full reservoirs and miles of open trails due to
an early snow melt. Although campground reservations are unlikely to still be available
for this weekend, some of our campsites are available on a first-come, first served basis.
Plan to arrive early as possible to obtain a site.

Only the high elevations still have snow blocking some of the wilderness trails.
Wilderness permits are required for overnight camping in the wilderness. Desolation
Wilderness permits can be obtained at the Pacific Ranger District east of Pollock Pines on
Highway 50 or call (530) 647-5415. Mokelumne Wilderness permits can be obtained at
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the Amador Ranger District in Pioneer (209) 295-4251 or Carson Pass Information
Station on Highway 88.

Call or visit the local Forest Service office to find out current conditions, to obtain
permits, and to determine campground availability. For more information visit the

Eldorado National Forest web site at www.fs.fed.us/r5/eldorado.
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