United States For est Uinta 88 West 100 North
Department of Service National Provo, Utah 84601-1428
Agriculture Forest (801)-377-5780

FileCode: 1920
Date:  September 23, 1999

Dear Uinta National Forest Stakeholder,

Thefirst step in the Forest Plan revision processis the development of an Analysis of the
Management Situation (AMS). We have completed the Preliminary AM S for the Uinta National
Forest and have enclosed a copy for your review. The Preliminary AM S summarizes relevant
information as to where the Uinta National Forest isin meeting the goal's and objectives outlined
in the current Forest Plan. It aso identifies where the Forest Plan needs to be updated and revised
based on review of monitoring items, existing legislation, Forest Service regulations,
management direction in the existing Forest Plan, and an assessment of existing conditions as
compared to Forest Plan goals and objectives.

A newdletter was sent to you in August 1999 sharing information regarding revision of the Forest
Plan and summarizing the identified “needs for change.” Based on comments we received, we
have clarified some of the “needs for change” asfollows:

Travel management decisions will not be made through the revision process, but
decisions on desired Recreation Opportunity Spectrum (ROS) conditions will be made,
which will provide the framework under which travel management decisions can be
developed.

Direction emphasizing protection of water quality, particularly in watersheds providing
water for domestic use, will remain unchanged.

Predator control will be managed per direction provided in the Predator Control
Environmental Impact Statement, and in accordance with the Memorandum of
Understanding between the Forest Service and the Animal Plant Health Inspection
Service (APHIS).

Descriptions of forest resources will be updated and management direction incorporated
to reflect implementation of the Central Utah Project.

Lands within two vacant sheep alotments within the Pleasant Grove Mangement Unit
(Mahogany Mountain and Mill Canyon Peak), and the Strawberry Project Lands on the
Heber Management Unit would be designated not suited for domestic livestock grazing.

The “needs for change” were used as the basis for development of the Proposed Programmatic
Action, which will be issued for public comment through a Notice of Intent (NOI) in the Federa
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Register. The NOI initiates the process to identify issues, devel op alternatives, and analyze and
disclose the environmental effects of the Proposed Programmatic Action. A copy of the NOI,
scheduled for publication in the Federal Register in late September 1999, has been included in
thismailing.

Public I nter action Opportunities

We will be conducting three public meetings in October 1999, at which time you will have an
opportunity to interact with others and agency representatives regarding the Proposed
Programmatic Action. An overview of the Proposed Programmatic Action will be given from
7:00 — 7:30 p.m., followed by small group discussions from 7:30 — 9:00 p.m. These public
meetings will be held at the following locations:

October 26, 1999 Heber City, Utah
Wasatch County Chamber of Commerce Visitor Center
475 North Main Street

October 27,1999  Lehi, Utah
Méllor Banquets
877 North 100 East

October 28,1999 Payson City, Utah
Payson City Banquet Hall
439 West Utah Avenue

Toassst usin providing timely responsesto your issues and concer ns, please provide your
comments on the Proposed Programmatic Action to usno later than November 30, 1999. If
you have questions, please contact either Brent McBeth, Public Involvement Coordinator, at
801-342-5114, or Marlene DePietro, Planning Team Leader, at 801-342-5161.

Y our involvement in the revision process is important to us, and we look forward to working
with you through development of the revised Forest Plan.

Sincerely,
/sl Pete Karp

PETER W. KARP
Forest Supervisor

Enclosures. Preliminary AMS, NOI
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In 1997, Congress prohibited
expenditures of funds on formal
Forest Plan revision. 1n 1998,
prohibitions were lifted for 14
forests across the nation,
including the Uinta National
Forest.

The peregrine falcon has been
recommended for remova from
thelist.

Currently, 521,353 acres (ap-
proximately 58 percent) of the
Uinta National Forest is con-
sidered roadless.

Bald eagle; peregrine falcon

Read

In 1998, Congress prohibited expendi-
tures of funds on formal Forest Plan
revision. In 1999, prohibitions were
lifted for 14 forests across the nation,
including the Uinta National Forest.

The peregrine falcon was removed from
the list on August 20, 1999.

Currently, 528,015 acres (approximately
59 percent) of the Uinta National Forest
is considered roadless.

Omit
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