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Dear Stakeholder: 

The Uinta National Forest is initiating scoping and requesting public comments on a proposed 
action to approve issuance of Special Use Permits for competitive recreation events on the 
Forest. This letter includes the following sections:  How Can You Be Involved, Description of 
the Proposed Action, Location, Purpose and Need, Preliminary Issues, Preliminary Alternatives, 
and Schedule for Completion of the Analysis. 

 

HOW CAN YOU BE INVOLVED?? 

The Uinta National Forest is seeking comment on the following proposed action from Federal, 
State and local agencies, Native American Tribal Governments, and other individuals and 
organizations that may be interested in or affected by the proposed action.  Your comments must 
be received within 30 days following publication of a legal Notice of Comment in the Provo 
Daily Herald. 

Your input will help direct and define issues, alternatives to be considered, and the analysis of 
environmental effects.  To be most helpful comments should identify specific issues and 
concerns with the proposed action, include reasoning and cite scientific studies where 
appropriate.  Valid issues and concerns are not factored or weighed by numbers of people or 
organizations submitting them.   This process and decision is not based on popular vote, but by 
the soundness of the analysis and the information that it incorporates. 

Send substantive comments to the Responsible Official for this project, who is: Peter W. Karp, 
Forest Supervisor, P.O. Box 1428, Provo, Utah, 84603; phone (801) 342-5100; FAX (801) 342-
5144; or you may hand-deliver your comments to the Forest Supervisor’s Office located at 88 
West 100 North, Provo, Utah, during normal business hours from 8:00 am to 4:30 pm, Monday 
through Friday, excluding federal holidays.  Email comments may by sent to comments-
intermtn-uinta@fs.fed.us.  The opportunity to comment ends 30 days following the date of 
publication of this legal notice.  Your comments need to be as specific as possible and contain 
the following: 
 

(1) Name, address, and (if possible) telephone number; 
(2) Title of the document(s) on which comment is being submitted; and 
(3) Specific facts or comments along with supporting reasons that the person believes the 

Responsible Official should consider in reaching a decision. 
 
If you have questions regarding this proposal, please contact Joe Rechsteiner, Interdisciplinary 
Team Leader at (801) 342-5158, or at the Forest Supervisor’s Office address above.   
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DESCRIPTION OF THE PROPOSED ACTION 

Forest Service officials are initiating environmental analysis for proposed Competitive 
Recreational Events on the Uinta National Forest.  The Forest Service is proposing to define a 
set of routes, prescribed conditions, and amount and timing of use for which permits for 
approved competitive recreational events would be limited to over the next few years.  The Uinta 
National Forest proposes to approve issuance of Special Use Permits for several competitive 
recreational races. The Forest has received several proposals for these types of events, and 
several have been permitted in the past.  Current proposals included in this proposed action are 
the 50-Mile Squaw Peak Road Endurance Run, Terratrails Mt. Timpanogos 50K Run, Adventure 
Racing from Four Winds Adventure Co. & High Mountain Production LLC, Competitive Horse 
Ride, and the Mt. Nebo Grind Bicycle Road Race.  These events typically occur during the 
spring, summer, and fall each year. 
 
The proposed action would confine events to designated routes comprised of existing classified 
roads and trails, and a couple of rappelling areas (see attached map).  All participants would be 
required to stay on the designated routes. Each rappelling area has in the past been used for 
similar events, and past evaluations of these sites/routes have identified only minimal impacts.  
Under the proposed action, events would not be authorized in other areas without further 
evaluation.   
 
Race participants would be allowed to stop at checkpoints and transition areas to rest, eat and 
drink and, in the case of adventure racing to change modes of transportation, such as hiking to 
biking.  Transition areas and checkpoints would be located at trailheads, barrow pits, dispersed 
camping areas and other concentrated use areas (CUA’s). Race support staff (both paid and 
volunteers) would be kept to a minimum.  The approved permits would require the presence of 
Forest Service resource advisors at transition areas and spectator congregation areas to ensure 
compliance with permitted activities and to represent the Forest Service.  Typically, the Forest 
Service has required at least two resource advisors every day racers have been on National Forest 
System lands.  More may be required for large or multiple-day races.  Additionally, local off-
duty law officers may be required for traffic control along busy roads. 
 
Spectators would usually be located at major CUA’s near major trailheads, visitor centers and 
other areas of considerable development. The 50-Mile Squaw Peak Road Endurance Run would 
have approximately 140 participants and 50 spectators.  The Terratrails Mt. Timpanogos 50K 
Run would have approximately 50 participants and 50 spectators.  The Four Winds Adventure 
Co. Adventure Race would have approximately 80 participants, but no spectators would likely be 
on Forest because the race starts and ends off-Forest.  High Mountain Productions, LLC would 
have approximately 75 participants and 100 spectators.  The Competitive Horse Ride would have 
approximately 60 participants and 10 spectators.  The Mt. Nebo Grind Bicycle Race would have 
approximately 200 participants, but no spectators on Forest because the race starts and ends off-
Forest.  The proposed action is consistent with direction in the 2003 Uinta National Forest Land 
and Resource Management Plan.   
 

LOCATION  

The location of the proposed action is the Uinta National Forest.  See the attached map. 

 



 

 

PURPOSE AND NEED  

In the past these events have been analyzed separately, and routes often varied each year. These 
events are needed because: (1) competitive recreational events are a valid use of National Forest 
System lands, (2) there is a substantial demand for competitive recreational events as evidenced 
by the large number of proposals, and numerous event participants and spectators, (3) there is a 
demand from the public for competitive recreational events that provide a variety of physical 
challenges and traverse a variety of terrain and landscapes, and (4) National Forests, with 
cooperating adjacent land managers, can provide an adequate system of roads and trails for these 
events.  
 
In the past, the Uinta National Forest has received numerous individual event proposals, 
conducted numerous separate environmental analyses, and issued several temporary (one-year-
or-less in duration) permits authorizing these recreational events.  Some permit applications have 
also been denied due to inadequate staffing, budget, time or resource or other conflicts.  
Increasing numbers of proposals and associated permit processing pressures have created 
difficulty with efficiently and effectively considering these proposals, and with administering our 
special uses program.  This analysis will streamline permit processing, provide better customer 
service to event organizers, reduce the special uses administrative workload, and facilitate better 
evaluation of the impact of multiple events on the environment and other Forest users. 
 
 

PRELIMINARY ISSUES 

Based on past analyses for and experiences with the events included in the proposed action, three 
preliminary issues have been identified.  These are:  

• Effects on facilities and improvements. 

• Effects on flora and fauna. 

• Effects on local community and users of National Forest System Lands. 

 

PRELIMINARY ALTERNATIVES 

The preliminary alternatives that will be considered in the environmental analysis are as follows:  

• No Action- No competitive recreational events would be authorized based on this 
environmental analysis.  

• Proposed Action  

 

 

 

 



 

SCHEDULE FOR COMPLETION OF ANALYSIS 

• Scoping and public review and comment on the proposed action would begin with 
publication of a legal notice in the Provo Daily Herald, and end 30-days later.   

• The environmental analysis is tentatively scheduled to be completed and appropriate 
decision(s) issued in the spring of 2004.  

 
Thank you for your interest in management of the Uinta National Forest.  Again, if you have 
questions regarding this proposal, please contact Joe Rechsteiner, Interdisciplinary Team Leader 
at the Forest Supervisor’s Office at the address and phone numbers listed previously.   
 

Sincerely, 
 
 
 

 

/s/ Peter W Karp   
PETER W KARP   
Forest Supervisor   
 
 
 

 

    
    
    
 
     

 


