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Recreation

Need for Change:

· Nevada’s increasing population growth, along with the promotion and discovery of Nevada as an outdoor recreation destination, contribute to the accelerating demands on limited recreation facilities, settings, and resources.  Changing demographics, including aging populations, nontraditional and urban user groups are rapidly altering recreation products, technologies, and activities.  The existing Forest Plans did not anticipate the new and changing demands, use patterns, and resource impacts.

· Increasing demands for recreational opportunities are often most intense in specific areas, especially in urban interface settings.  These new pockets of concentrated use have generated resource and social issues not addressed in the current Forest Plans.

· Segments of the public have increased expectations of the Nation’s forests to provide a level of services and facilities.  These expectations demonstrate the increased linkage of urban forest zones, urban lifestyles, and quality of life.

· The public expects the Forest to provide high scenic quality as a component of their communities and recreation experiences.  The Visual Quality Objectives referenced in the Forest Plans were based more on views from principal travel routes of 20 to 25 years ago, and do not necessarily reflect these current community values and concerns.  

· Recreation Opportunity Spectrum (ROS) management objectives and standards need to consider new activities, values, and use patterns.  ROS and scenery management objectives need to be consistent with overall desired conditions and management emphases.

· The Forest lacks a strategy to direct and promote rural tourism.  Additional pressure is being placed on the development of Forest recreation opportunities and experiences to help support local economies.
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