United States Forest Fishlake National Forest 575 S. Main, PO Box E
Department of Service Beaver Ranger District Beaver, UT 84631
Agriculture Fax: (435) 438-1242 Phone: (435) 438-2436

File Code: 1950
Date: April 15, 2004

Dear Interested Public Land User,

The Beaver Ranger District of the Fishlake National Forest is proposing the ElIk Meadows
Fuels Reduction and Aspen Health Restoration Project. The project area is approximately
15 miles East of Beaver, UT and is accessible via State Road —153, in Beaver County, Utah.

Proposed Action

The proposed action is to remove dead trees, reduce overall tree stand densities, and reduce
hazardous fuels, while improving aspen stand health, around private lands near Elk Meadows,
located on the Beaver Ranger District of the Fishlake National Forest. The proposed action
would conduct commercial, salvage' and sanitation” treatments of trees at high-risk of spruce
beetle infestation, at high risk for high severity wildfire, and/or have the potential for aspen
regeneration near private property on approximately 1700 acres of spruce, aspen, and subalpine
fir forest. And prescribed fire applied to approximately 6100 acres to reduce fuel loading while
reintroducing fire into aspen stands for restoration purposes.

Treatments would occur in seven separate treatment units. Six units range from approximately
55 to 550 acres in size and would include primarily mechanical treatments and some pile
burning. The other unit is approximately 7700 acres in size and would receive landscape burning
on up to 80% (6100 acres) of the acreage. Harvest treatments would begin as early as summer
2004, with the intent to complete mechanical treatments within five years from implementation
and would include the pile burning for slash reduction. Prescribed landscape burning would
begin after salvage and sanitation treatments are completed. The Responsible Official would
require additional analysis to be conducted prior to landscape burning, if the project area
conditions change enough that new analysis is needed.

Enclosed are a map and a detailed description of the proposed action. For specific elements of
treatment on each unit, refer to project maps 1-8, which may be viewed at the Fishlake National
Forest website at http:/www.fs.fed. us/r4/fishlake/, (see “Projects and Plans”), and are also
available at the following locations:

e Beaver Ranger Station, 575 South Main, Beaver, UT
o Fishlake National Forest Supervisor’s Office, 115 East 900 North, Richfield, UT

Background

In 2002, the Fishlake National Forest completed an assessment of the Beaver River watershed.
This assessment identified a need to reduce the susceptibility of stands to spruce beetle attack
and promote the regeneration of aspen stand communities, in order to maintain a healthy forested
landscape. The assessment also identified the need to reduce hazardous fuels in order to

' The objective of salvage treatment is to remove dead, dying or fallen trees that still have commercial value.

? The objective of sanitation treatment is to remove dead, damaged or susceptible (high-risk) live trees and trees of
declining vigor/health in order to reduce the spread of spruce beetles, reduce the probability of wildfires that could
threaten private property, and to promote aspen health.
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decrease the risk of a high intensity and severe wildland fire adjacent to Elk Meadows resort and
adjoining private lands. More information about the Beaver River Watershed Assessment can be
viewed at the Fishlake National Forest website at http:/www.fs.fed.us/r4/fishlake/, (see
“Projects and Plans”).

The purpose of the proposed action is to reduce the susceptibility of stands to spruce beetle
attack and to reduce hazardous fuels west and south of private lands adjacent to Elk Meadows
resort community. This would reduce the susceptibility and improve the overall health of the
remaining adjacent stands, hasten the re-establishment of an aspen-forested landscape, and
reduce the risk of a high intensity and severe wildland fire around Elk Meadows and adjoining
private lands.

The use of salvage and sanitation treatments would offer the greatest likelihood of effective
spruce beetle management and hazardous fuels reduction, while promoting aspen regeneration.
Chemical insecticides, trap trees, pheromone baits and funnel traps would also be used in areas
not conducive to harvesting operations.

The project area is located within Management Area 7A, as identified by the Fishlake National
Forest Land and Resource Management Plan (Forest Plan). Direction for this management area
emphasizes wood fiber production and utilization. In addition, a general goal of the Forest Plan
is to prevent and control insect infestation and disease. The mechanical treatment units lie
outside the Tushar Mountain roadless area.

Decision Framework

The District Ranger of the Beaver Ranger District will decide whether or not to implement the
proposed action, or as modified by any mitigation measures or alternative(s). A Forest Plan
amendment is not likely to be required.

Preliminary Identification of Issues

Issues are points of discussion, debate, or dispute about potential environmental effects of the
proposed action. Key issues are potential direct or indirect effects related to the proposed action,
and are key because of their geographic distribution, duration of effects, intensity of interest or
resource conflict. Key issues will be evaluated during the environmental analysis and may be
used to design mitigation measures or develop alternatives to the proposed action.

The interdisciplinary team has identified the following key issue thus far.

o Northern goshawk: Surveys for northern goshawk have been conducted in the project area
annually since 2001. A nest site and territory occurs in the Sawmill treatment unit. The
proposed treatments could temporarily displace the goshawks. The standards and
guidelines described in the Utah Northern Goshawk Project Forest Plan amendment would
be considered.

As part of the environmental analysis process, effects to the following resource conditions would
be disclosed:

o soils
Q water resources
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o heritage resources
0 management indicator species (MIS)
o threatened, endangered and sensitive species (including the northern goshawk)

Providing Comments

Your comments are requested to help identify key issues, develop alternatives and/or mitigation
measures, and analyze effects of the proposed action. Please be as specific as possible in
expressing your comments so they can be effectively addressed. Comments received, including
names and addresses of those who comment, will be considered part of the public record for this
project and will be available for public inspection.

Comments should be sent to Fishlake National Forest, Attn: Christopher Wehrli, Elk Meadows
Vegetation Treatment Project Team Leader, 115 East 900 North, Richfield, UT 84701.
Although your comments are always welcome, comments received by April 30, 2004 will be
most helpful.

Contact

For more information about this proposal, please contact Christopher Wehrli, 115 East 900
North, Richfield, UT 84701, phone: (435) 896-9233.

Sincerely,
/s/ Dayle Flanigan

DAYLE FLANIGAN
District Ranger

Enclosures




