Tree Selection Specifications Attachment

The Contractor shall select trees to be cut or left in accordance with these specifications.

Trees that are selected to be left to meet the stocking level specified in the thinning guides, shall be desirable leave trees.  The Contractor shall first select the most desirable leave trees as defined in paragraph one below.  In areas where there are not enough trees with the most desirable characteristics available to meet the specified stocking level, the Contractor shall select less desirable leave trees as defined in paragraph 2 below.

1.  Most Desirable Leave Trees:  Trees that posses the following characteristics shall be the first choice for desirable leave trees:

a.  Dominant Trees:  Trees which are taller on the average when compared to other trees in the unit.       These trees are not severely suppressed.

b.  Co dominant Trees:  Trees that are taller on the average when compared to other trees in the unit.  These trees are not severely suppressed.

c.  Healthy Foliage:  Foliage shall be dark green in color with a full crown over one third or more of the trees.

d.  Straight Bole:  The bole or stem of the tree shall be relatively straight.  Trees shall have a single branch terminal.

e.  Free of Physical Damage:  Trees shall not have physical damage from fire, animals or weather on more than one-fourth of the circumference of the bole or more than three feet of length of the bole.
f.  Free of Disease Damage:  Trees shall not have disease damage such as dwarf mistletoe, gall rust, peridermium cankers and stalactiform rust.  Symptoms of gall rust are galls on the branch and stem.  Symptoms of peridermium cankers are the presence of cankers on the bole and branches.  Symptoms of stalactiform rust are elongated, diamond-shaped cankers and associated resin.

g.  Free of Insect Damage:  Trees shall not have insect damage from Mountain Pine Beetles and Ips Beetles.  Symptoms of Mountain Pine Beetles are small red to yellowish pitch tubes (less than one-fourth inch) and boring dust in bark crevices and round the base of the tree.  Symptoms of Ips Beetles are dead tops and group killings without pitch tubes.

h. Desirable Species:  Will be shown in the Supplemental Specifications (Detailed Unit Information Sheet).

2.   Less Desirable Leave Trees:   When the prescribed stocking level of most desirable leave trees cannot be achieved with trees that posses the most desirable characteristics, the Contractor shall select trees with less desirable characteristics in the priority listed below:

a.   Minor Defect:   Trees with minor defect such a sharp crook or a small amount of animal damage.

b.   Suppressed Trees:   Trees that have been severely suppressed.  Extremely short or nonexistent internodes, twisted gnarled stems, or an extreme sparseness of foliage usually characterizes them.

c.   Other Live Trees:   Trees other than insect or disease damaged trees with ¼ live crown.

d.   Forked Trees:   Those trees with two or more terminal leaders.

e.   Physical Damage:   Trees that have physical damage on half or more of the bole circumference and greater than three feet in length.  Physical damage may be caused by equipment, falling trees, lightning, wind, animals, etc.

3.   Cut Tree Characteristics:   Cut trees shall be those trees that are not to be left as leave trees.

a. Crooked Bole:  Those trees with deformation so pronounced that one straight, eight-foot piece cannot 

be cut from the bottom twelve feet of the tree.

b.   Broken Tops:   Tree tops broken as a result of physical damage.   

1.  The Contractor shall select cut or leave trees in accordance with these tree size guidelines:

a.  Trees under 5.0 inches D.B.H.:   Desirable  Species over two feet in height and up to 5.0 inches D.B.H. shall be cut unless they qualify as an desirable leave tree and they are needed to maintain the specified average spacing intervals.

b.  Trees over 5.0 and under 9.0 inches D.B.H.:  Live trees over 5.0 and under 9.0 inches D.B.H. shall be considered as desirable leave trees for spacing purposes.  Trees in this size class shall be cut if one or more of the following conditions exist:

(1)   Trees with deformation so pronounced that one straight eight-foot piece cannot be cut from the bottom twelve feet of the tree.

(2)   Trees with white pine blister rust anywhere on the bole of the tree.

(3)   Trees  bent or broken as a result of snow load and/or wind.

 (4)   Trees with dwarf mistletoe infection evident anywhere on the tree.

(5)   In areas where there are more desirable leave trees between 5.0 and 9.0 inches D.B.H. than are needed to meet the specified spacing intervals, the excess desirable trees shall be cut.

Trees.  9.0 Inches D.B.H. and Over:  Trees 9.0 inches and over shall not be cut and shall be considered as leave trees for spacing purposes.  

Tree Spacing:  

The desired spacing intervals upon satisfactory completion of the thinning are shown in Supplemental Specifications (Detailed Unit Information Sheet).  Spacing is a guide only and must be adjusted to leave the best trees.

Tree Falling:  

Care shall be taken to minimize damage to leave trees.  Trees shall be felled so they lie on the ground.  

