Thinning Standards
Average Spacing: 

All live mixed conifer and Aspen trees will be considered for spacing purposes in project thinning areas.  The average distance in feet between desirable leave trees will be 16 feet by 16 feet.

Cutting:

Cut all standing, dead, mixed conifer trees less than 9 inches D.B.H.  

RETAIN ALL DEAD OAK.

Desirable Species:

The order of desirable species for leave trees is:

1) Ponderosa Pine

2) Douglas Fir

3) White Fir

4) Pinyon/Juniper

Leave any healthy non-defective Southwestern White Pine, regardless of spacing.

RETAIN ALL LIVE OAK AND ASPEN

Desirable Leave Trees:

The contractor shall select desirable leave trees in the following priorities:

1) Maximum D.B.H. cut limits, shall be less than 9.0 inches in all mixed conifer trees. RETAIN ALL LIVE OAK AND ASPEN.

2) All live conifer trees that exhibit 30% or greater defect or deformity resulting from agents such as wind, snow, animal, insects, disease and equipment damage: evidenced by such things as severe lean (greater than 15%), dead or broken tops or trunks, deep scars, bent or severely curved tops or trunks, or multiple tops, will be refered to as trees with major damage and will not be left as residual stocking.  All other live trees, lacking the previously mentioned attributes or having other damage, or exhibiting less than 30% defect will be referred to as trees with minor damage and may be considered as leave trees and will be cut or left depending on spacing requirements.

3) Cut all trees less than 9.0 D.B.H. with visible signs of dwarf mistletoe in Ponderosa Pine and Douglas Fir.

4) All conifer trees over two feet in height shall be cut unless they qualify for a desirable leave tree and they are needed to maintain the specified average spacing intervals.

5) The contractor shall not leave any cut, suspended tree above ground.

Felling:

Cut trees shall be felled away from the unit boundaries, roads, telephone and power lines, established trails, fence lines, streams and established land and corners.  Any trees falling on such areas shall promptly be removed.  Trees should be felled so they lie on the ground.  No hang-ups shall be permitted.  

Pull back along all forest roads and existing trails; slash resulting from the contractor’s operation shall be pulled back at least 20 feet from the boundaries, roads and trails edge.

