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Prescribed Burning Planned on Williams Ranger District 
WILLIAMS, Ariz. – Fire managers on the Kaibab National Forest are planning to begin a 

prescribed burn this week on the Williams Ranger District in order to clear natural debris that has 
accumulated on the forest floor and re-establish fire’s natural role in the ecosystem.  

The Clover High Project will treat about 200 acres to the southwest of the City of Williams.  
Because of the location, burning at Clover High will result in smoke impacts to the Williams 
community.  Burning at Clover High will also likely produce ash that may fall around town.  Ignition 
on the Clover High burn will begin early Wednesday morning (Oct. 6) and will continue into the 
evening. 

“We want to enhance the safety of Williams by conducting this burn, but we also want to reduce 
smoke impacts to the local community as much as possible,” said Joe Reinarz, fire management officer 
for the Williams and Tusayan ranger districts.  “To that end, we are going to try to burn the entire 200 
acres at one time rather than burning small segments each day.  The goal of that is to reduce the number 
of days that Williams community members are having to breathe smoke.” 

Firefighters will ignite the Clover High burn early in the morning Wednesday in order to provide 
the opportunity for more of the smoke to dissipate during the daytime hours when ventilation is better.  
However, smoke will still be visible the day following ignition.  Flames may also be visible, 
especially Wednesday night. 

“Smoke and the visibility of flames are major concerns with this burn because it is so close to 
Williams,” Reinarz said.  “We are trying to spread the word that local residents will see and smell 
a lot of smoke on Wednesday, Wednesday night and Thursday.  Even after that, there 
may be some areas that continue to smolder for a few days.  Also, flames at night seem much larger than 
they actually are.  This is normal and should not cause undue concern.” 

 In order to reduce the residual smoke in the area, fire crews will conduct “mop-up operations” in 
the burn area.  During “mop-up operations,” firefighters seek out and extinguish remaining hot spots 
within the fire’s perimeter.  

A daily list of prescribed burns approved by the Arizona Department of Environmental Quality, 
along with an associated map, can be found on the Forest Service’s Southwest Coordination Center 
website at www.fs.fed.us/r3/fire/swapredictive/swaintel/daily/swa-rx-report_az.htm. 
 For more information, please contact Jackie Denk at 928-635-5607. 


