Commercially Guided Helicopter Skiing--DEIS

Table of Contents

YN o) 1 = (o USSPt i
YN0 0 1= PR ii
T T L= ST C U] (o = Xi
Y o] 011 T Lo =T XV
] A0 1= o] [ XV
] B0 1/ =T 1 XV

Chapter 1: Purpose and Need

INEFOTUCTION ...ttt ettt ettt et b et et e et e st e st e bt et e ebe st e s e b e s eneeneeneeneenentens 1-1
The Proposed ACHION. ..o 1-1
PUIPOSE @GN NEEA ...ttt e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e eeeeeas 1-5
The National Environmental Policy ACt PrOCESS .........cooiiiiiiiiiiiieiee e 1-7
FOrest Plan DIF€CHION. .......oiiiiiiiiiei ettt ettt et ettt et et e e eeeeeeeeeaeeeeas 1-7
Public Involvement and ISSUES t0 be CONSIAEIEd .........ccooviiiiiiiiiiiiiiieeee e 1-9
ISSue 1: WildIIfe IMPACES ......uveiiiiieiieiiie e e e e e e e 1-9
Issue 2: Recreation CONFIICES .......ooiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieei ettt eneeeeee 1-10
Issue 3: IMpPacts 0N COMMUNILIES ........evviiiiieeiieeiiieeeeieireeeeesreeraeesr e rarrranrranranne 1-10
(@1 =T g 751U =TSP 1-10
[Tt RS o] ES i (o T o 1= 01V = Lo = 1-11
Required Permits and APPrOVAIS ........cooiiiiiiiiiii e e e e et e e e e e e e e e e 1-11
[ P T T T TN =T o o o P 1-12
Chapter 2: Alternatives
[T e o [8ox (o] o HP PP T PRI 2-1
AlLErNAtiVE DEVEIOPIMENT ...ttt e e e e e et r e e e e e e e e anennnereee s 2-1
Alternatives Not Analyzed in Detall.............ooovviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee e 2-1
AREINALIVE 1 - NO ACHON ...ceiiiiiiiiiiiiieieee ettt sttt aeesaeeseeeneeeeaas 2-3
Alternative 2 - PropOSEU ACHION. .....coiiiiiiiiee ettt e e e e e e e e e s eeeas 2-7
Alternative 3 - Reduced Recreational CONflICS............oiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieieeeeeeeeees 2-11
Alternative 4 - CUurrent USE-2003 .........oeeiiiiiiiiiiiieiieeueeeteeeueeeeeeereeeeeeereeeseeereeeeeeeeeeeeaeeaeeenneenneenne 2-15
Alternative 5 - Minimized Recreation CONFlICES...........cciiiiiiiiiiiiii e 2-19
Alternative 9 — Reflects 1999-2002 USE LEVE .........ceuvviiiiiiiiiiiieiiieeiieeiieeiieeveeeveenveeeseeenneenneennne 2-23
Yo F=u o] Y o T B T 2-29
1Y/ F a3 o] 41 T P 2-31
SUMMATY OF IMPACTS ...t e e e e e e r e e e e e e e s r e e e e e e e e ananes 2-32

Chapter 3: Affected Environment

[0 o [8ox (o] o HP PP PP PP 3-1
Background INFOMMETION ..........uuiiiiieeii it e e e e e e e e eeeeeas 3-1
LAV 1o LSO 3-4
GENEIAI Wl ...t e e e e e e e s s bbb ee e e e s annes 3-5
INAIVIAUA] SPECIES ...ttt e e et e e e e e e e e e e e e ennrneeees 3-5
o 1= = 110 o 3-16
CUITENT SIUALION ..o 3-16
CONTlICE BEIWEEN USEIS ..ottt ettt sttt e e e e e e ettt e e e e e s s s anbbanneeeeeeenns 3-24
Regional and Community DeSCIIPLIONS ........eiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieiieeeieeeeieeeeeeaeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeneeeeneennee 3-25
Community Attitudes and BeliefS ..........uuiiiiii i e 3-29
@ U= Y2 3-34

Table of Contents -- page xiii



Commercially Guided Helicopter Skiing--DEIS

SOIl AN WALEI RESOUICES ... 3-34
ROAAIESS AFBAS ... .o ieiiiiiie et e e e e e et e e e e e e e e e ettt s e eeeeeeess bbb e eeeeeeessrsranraannes 3-35
LAY ] o = Vg (o ST ol=T o T Tol Y= 3-35
Chapter 4 Environmental Consequences

(0o [T} o] o 4-1
L] = Lo NS SY Lo T o | 4-1
Wildlife IMPACES (ISSUE L) ..coiieiiiiiiiiiiiieeeieee ettt ettt aaeassasseaasseeesessnenseennnnnnaeeees 4-2
Recreation CONFlICLS (ISSU 2) .....coiiiiiiiiieiiee et e e 4-13
Impacts on COMMUNIIES (ISSUE 3)...ceiieiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieieee ettt eaeeeaeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeaeeneeeeneennnennnennne 4-21
@ U =11 Y2 4-31
SOIl @NA WALEE RESOUITES ...vuuuiiieeiieeiiiiiee et e ee e et ie e e e e e e e e e e et e e e eeeeeeeettt e eeeaesesasttaaaaaaeaaeessnes 4-32
Vegetation and Sensitive PIants ... 4-32
HEITAJE RESOUITES ...uvtuiii e eiii ettt e e e et e s e e e e e e et et a s e e e e e et e ettt e e e e e e e e s aetaaan e e eeeeeeennsnansanas 4-32
0= (0 | LTSRN == 1P 4-32
WIild @Nd SCENIC RIVEIS...... it e e e et e e e e e e e e e a it e e s 4-33
o0 1] 1 1o 4-33
SNV o] T l=T ) r= U U] [ 4-33
Unavoidable AAVEIrSE IMPACES ........oieeiiiiiiiiiiiiiee et e e e e e e e e e nneeeees 4-34
Irreversible and Irretrievable Commitment of RESOUICES..........coovviiiiiiiei i 4-34

Chapter 5: Lists

IS o ) =T o] o= PSP 5-1
IS 0 o (=] 0T T (=T 5-7
I (=] =] o S PP TPR TP 5-8
GlOSSANY N0 ACIONYIMIS ....eeiieiiiiiiitte et e e e ettt e e e e e e e bt e et e e e e e s e bbb e e e e e e e e e e e nnbb b e e e e e e e e e e e annnnes 5-15
1T L 5-20

Table of Contents -- page xiv



Commercially Guided Helicopter Skiing--DEIS

Appendices

Appendix A — Scoping Comments

Appendix B — No Fly Zone Maps 1 and 2

Appendix C — Biological Evaluation

Appendix D — Tables of Winter Use Data

Appendix E — Table of Potential User Conflict Ratings by Alternative
Appendix F — Winter Ski Run Maps 1 through 4

List of Tables

Table 2-1 Summary Comparison of Aternatives ...........ccccccevi 2-27
Table 3-1 WilAlIf& SPECIES.....coiieiiiiiiiiei ittt e e e e e e e e e e e ennes 3-5
Table 4-1 Summary of Recreation ConfliCts ... 4-14
Table 4-2 Helicopter Effects Areas by CoOmmMUNItY ..........oeiiiiiiiiiiiii e, 4-25
Table 4-3 Estimated Fuel Use and EMISSIONS .........ccuiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiee e 4-31

List of Maps

YT o R I e oY T T[T AN = 1-3
Y e Vo 2 R A | =Y g F= LAV R Lo A od T o E N 2-5
Map 2-2 Alternative 2 — PropoSEa ACHION. ......cceiiiiiiiiiiiiiiie ettt 2-9
Y Vo R B AN 1 (=T 1 F= LX< 2-13
oY o A AN L =T 4 T Y (Y= 2-17
MaP 2-5 AEINALIVE 5 ...ttt e e e e e e e e e e e e as 2-21
Y= Vo R S AN L (=T 1 F= LX< R 2-25
Map 3-1 MOOSE WINLEI RANJE ....uvuiii e eeiieeiiiiii s ee et s e e e e e s s e e e e e e e e et e r e e e e e e e e anra e e eees 3-8
Map 3-2 Mountain Goat WINTEr RANQJE ........uuvuviiiieiiiriiiiiiieeeieeiessierrrrrerarrrrerr——————.. 3-10
Map 3-3 Bald Eagle and Goshawk NESE SIteS ...........uuuiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieieeee e 3-11
Map 3-4 Dall's Sheep Winter Habitat ... 3-15
Map 3-5 A and B Winter RECIeation USE ..........uuuuuuiuuiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiirrrirrenennrrreerrnn ... 3-17
Map 4-1 Visibility-All ODSErvation POINTS ..........cooiiiiiiiiiiiieeeee e 4-23

Table of Contents -- page xv



