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Dear Interested Citizen, 

We want to hear from you! 
 
The staff of the Glacier Ranger District is requesting your ideas, comments and suggestions as 
we work on a new project called the Upper Turnagain Landscape Assessment.  The intent of the 
assessment is to summarize biological, physical and social components of the landscape and 
identify topics of importance and key questions to be addressed in the study area during the next 
10 years.  Are there important topics of interest or concern that you would like to see addressed 
in this study area?  

As you may know, the Chugach National Forest Land and Resource Management Plan was 
revised and the Record of Decision signed in May 2002.  Many thanks to those of you who 
participated in the revision process through your comments.  Management Prescriptions have 
now been assigned to National Forest lands.  These prescriptions provide direction, standards 
and guidelines to managers and the public.  In the Upper Turnagain study area, 92% of the land 
is being managed under the Backcountry prescription described in the Revised Forest Plan.  
 
The Upper Turnagain Landscape Assessment is one part of implementing the Revised Forest 
Plan.  The intent of the assessment is not to modify the direction provided by the Plan, but to 
identify management opportunities within that direction.  The assessment will be a tool that 
resource specialists and managers can use as they develop future projects within the guidelines 
and prescriptions in the Revised Forest Plan.  The final landscape assessment report will include 
a list of potential future projects and management opportunities in the study area.  
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An interdisciplinary team of resource specialists is working on this assessment.  The team has 
compiled existing information and data and reviewed it.  The next step in the project is 
developing a list of key questions, issues or concerns relevant to the study area.  Discussing this 
list of key questions and topics of interest or concern will be the main focus of the landscape 
assessment. 
 
We would like your input!  As we develop a list of important questions and topics in the Upper 
Turnagain area, we would like to hear from interested citizens and other land management 
agencies.  What are the important ideas, issues or concerns you have for this area related to 
Forest management over the next 10 years?  Areas of consideration may include recreation 
opportunities, wildlife or fisheries resources, subsistence use, cultural resources, hydrology, or 
any other important resource.  Please keep in mind that we will be working within the guidelines 
of the Forest Plan.   
 
More information is available by following the Upper Turnagain Landscape Assessment link 
under the “Current Projects and News Releases” section of the Chugach National Forest home 
page at http://www.fs.fed.us/r10/chugach/.  Links to maps of the study area, a list of 
interdisciplinary team members, and examples of completed landscape assessments are available. 
There is also a link to the website of the Revised Forest Plan, with full text of the document 
including management prescriptions and maps.  If you would like more information but don’t 
have internet access, or if you have other questions or would like any clarification, please don’t 
hesitate to contact team leader Chandra Heaton at 907-783-3242 or cheaton@fs.fed.us 
 
Please return comments by March 31, 2003 to Chandra Heaton electronically at 
cheaton@fs.fed.us, or by mail at P.O. Box 129, Girdwood AK 99587.  If you are interested in 
receiving further information about this project, please indicate your preferred method of 
correspondence on the enclosed response form and include your address so we can get 
information to you.  We anticipate another request for public input when we begin compiling a 
list of potential projects and future management opportunities.   
 
Thank you for your participation, we hope to hear from you soon! 

 

Sincerely, 
 
 
 

 

 /s/ James M. Fincher   
JAMES M. FINCHER   
District Ranger   
 
 
 

 

    
    
 



 

 

Upper Turnagain Landscape Assessment: 
Ideas, comments and suggestions for topics of interest, importance or concern. 

 
Please use this page and/or attach separate sheets as you prefer.  We would appreciate the 
following information: 

 Topics of importance or concern to you, within the study area. 
 Resources and topics considered might include recreation opportunities, wildlife, 

fisheries, hydrology, soils, cultural resources, subsistence use, and any other issues or 
topics of interest in the study area.   

 
Please return by March 31, 2003 to team leader Chandra Heaton,  PO Box 129, Girdwood AK 
99587 or respond electronically to cheaton@fs.fed.us 
 
 
 

Yes, I would like to receive further information about the Upper Turnagain Landscape 
Assessment!  Please send future correspondence to: 
 
Name(s):            Email: 
 
Address: 
 
 
  

(Please indicate if you would prefer electronic correspondence in the future) 


