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FORMER TRAVEL PLANNING APPELLANTS REACH ACCORD

Seven organizations and eight individuals, who formerly appealed a travel planning decision on the Lewis and Clark National Forest (LCNF), have been working in a negotiating group with the Forest Service to recommend winter travel restrictions for the Little Belt and Big Snowy mountains.  Following 13 meetings, the participants reached an accord on a recommendation for winter recreation that officials of the LCNF will use as a “proposed action” during scoping for travel planning in the Jefferson division that will be initiated later this year.  Maps of the recommendation are posted at the Belt Creek, Judith, White Sulphur Springs and Musselshell Ranger Stations and the Forest Supervisor’s Office in Great Falls.  It may be viewed electronically on the forest web site at www.fs.fed.us/r1/lewisclark/.  

The public will have several opportunities to comment on the outcome of the group’s negotiations.  Prior to implementing any proposed winter travel restrictions, the Forest Service is taking comments for 60 days on interim restrictions based on the negotiating group’s recommendation.  Comments should be sent to Dick Schwecke, Winter Recreation/Travel Proposal, PO Box 869, Great Falls, MT, 59403, by July 6.  Electronic comments may be sent to comments-northern-lewisclark@fs.fed.us.  Also, there will be another comment period when the Forest Service publishes a Notice of Intent to complete an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) and releases the proposed action for both winter and summer travel in the Jefferson division.  At that time, the Forest Service will use the recommendation of the negotiating group as an alternative to be considered during the environmental analysis.  When a draft EIS is released, the public will again be asked to comment on all alternatives analyzed. 


For more information on the negotiated recommendation, call Forest Service travel planner, Dick Schwecke, (406) 791-7747.
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EDITOR’S NOTE:  There will be a signing ceremony for the negotiated recommendation April 27, 1:30 p.m., at the Forest Supervisor’s Office.  Contact:  Allen Rowley, (406) 791-7720.

