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PIPELINE DECISION RELEASED

Forest Service officials have approved a proposal by NorthWestern Energy to build a natural gas transmission pipeline loop near Marias Pass across the boundary of the Lewis and Clark (LCNF) and Flathead National Forests (FNF).  The project is located approximately 5-10 miles southwest of East Glacier, Montana.  Approximately three miles of the pipeline will be on the LCNF and 0.6 miles will be on the FNF.

The 12-inch buried pipeline will be installed adjacent to an existing 8-inch natural gas transmission line, which has reached capacity because of population growth in the Kalispell and Flathead Valley areas.  The 8-inch line, built in 1962 and currently operated under a special use permit, will remain in operation.  A temporary 45-foot wide working right-of-way will be used to install the new line, with a 30-foot maintenance right-of-way permitted after construction.  NorthWestern will implement erosion control and noxious weed prevention measures and will comply with all environmental mitigation requirements.  

An Environmental Assessment was released for public comment in February 2004.  Now, LCNF Supervisor Spike Thompson and FNF Supervisor Cathy Barbouletos have signed the Decision Notice.  This decision is not subject to appeal because no substantive comments were received during the comment period for the EA.  The Decision Notice is available for viewing and downloading from the LCNF Internet website at http://www.fs.fed.us/r1/lewisclark.

Construction may begin July 1, with the line placed in service in time for the 2004 winter heating season.  The new pipeline is in no way related to other natural gas exploration or development proposals in the area.  For more information, call Allan Tschida, LCNF, (406) 791-7711; David Ondov, FNF, (406) 758-5364; or Rick Walsh, NorthWestern Energy, (406) 497-3917.
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