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WILDLAND FIRE DANGER EXISTS; CAUTION ADVISED

Fire season is just around the corner; so fire officials are advising homeowners and recreationists to take part in keeping this summer a safe one.  The recent bouts of rain were a welcome change from the previous dry conditions in this geographic area. However, the rain was not enough to stave off the continuing drought conditions likely in August and September. According to the National Interagency Fire Center staff, 60% of the total acres burned this season in the Northern Rockies area is the result of human caused wildland fire. As the temperatures rise and the humidity drops, risks of wildland fires increase. Abundant local grasses are curing out and becoming fuel for fast moving grass fires.

To be fire safe, homeowners and forest users should attend all campfires until completely out, totally extinguish cigarettes, maintain an operational spark arrester on vehicles, stop or park only on areas without flammable vegetation, and follow all locally designated fire restrictions.  Motorized travel off designated trails and roads is generally prohibited on state and federal lands. Keeping a shovel, bucket, and fire extinguisher at hand while recreating in forested or grassy areas is a safe precaution.   

If fire restrictions are implemented this summer throughout the Great Falls Restriction Area, they will be in coordination with representatives from federal, state, and Glacier, Toole, Pondera, Teton, Cascade, and Liberty counties. Special circumstances, such as a high number of fire incidents, extreme fire danger conditions, or lack of fire suppression resources available will be used to decide if fire restrictions and/or closures are needed. 

For more information please contact Elsha Kirby at (406) 791-7730.  For information on fire prevention and tips to create defensible space around homes within forested areas, please contact the local fire department or visit the Firewise website at

( http://www.firewise.org/ ).
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