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PUBLIC COMMENT SOUGHT ON RIGHT-OF WAY REQUEST

Lewis and Clark National Forest officials are considering a request for a road right-of-way (ROW) from a landowner in the Crazy Mountains southeast of Harlowton.  The landowner wants to construct four logging road corner crossings and acquire long term access across National Forest System lands to checkerboard in-holdings to harvest timber, to haul logs and for general management purposes.  The requested access is within the boundary of an inventoried roadless area.


The Alaska National Interest Lands Conservation Act of 1980 (ANILCA) grants owners of private lands, which are isolated and surrounded by federal lands, rights of reasonable access.  At the same time, federal law requires “reciprocity” when granting ROW across federal lands.

During forest planning, Forest Service officials identified a potential public access nearby across the private landowner’s property on an existing travel route.  However, the landowner is unwilling to grant an unrestricted road ROW but is willing to grant non-motorized access from December 1 to September 1, with the added restriction of no riding or pack stock use during hunting season.  The applicant currently holds an outfitter-guide permit in the area.


The public may comment on the proposed ROW by writing:  Musselshell District Ranger, PO Box 1906, Harlowton, MT 59036 by June 18, 2004.  For more information on the proposal, call Ranger Doug Dodge or study team leader Dave Wanderaas, (406) 632-4391 or lands program manager Allan Tschida, (406) 791-7711.
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