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BLANKENSHIP ROAD CONVERTED TO MOTORIZED RECREATION TRAIL 
Forest Service engineers will be closing to highway vehicles the Upper Blankenship Road #8852 in the Little Belt Mountains, Lewis and Clark National Forest, beginning September 8, 2004.  The road will be converted to a motorized recreational trail open only to motorcycles, ATVs and snowmobiles, as well as to foot traffic.  This closure/conversion is the result of an analysis of Upper Blankenship Road in the Dry Fork (Belt Creek) Vegetation Restoration Environmental Impact Statement completed in January 2001.   Also, the road use is being converted to improve wildlife habitat and to reduce road maintenance costs.  
According to Belt Creek District Ranger Al Koss, “This change will allow the Lewis and Clark National Forest staff to improve public recreational opportunities while complying with the joint BLM-Forest Service Off-Highway Vehicle policy that was enacted in January 2001.”  The newly converted trail may become part of a designated loop trail system being analyzed in the current update of the forest travel plan.
For more information, call forest transportation planner Guy Schmidt, (406) 791-7760.
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