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Lincoln Count Resource Advisory Committee 
April 7, 2003 

 
Members Present: 
Group A   Group B   Group C 
Lee Disney   Dan Siefert   Gary HuntsBerger 
Ken Stevens   Peter Kitts*   Rita Windom 
Tony Johnson   Wayne Hirst (phone)  Marianne Roose* 
Tim Ryan*   Robyn King    
Keith Glover   Tim Linehan 
 
Members Absent: 
John Hosack   Bill Martin   Russ Hudson 
        Eileen Carney 
        Bruce Vincent 
 
Wayne Hirst was present via conference call. 
Designates replacement members. 
 
Forest Service Present: 
Bob Castaneda – Designated Federal Officer (DFO), Malcolm Edwards – Libby District 
Ranger, Ed Monnig – Acting Public Affairs Officer (PAO), Mark Romey – Operations 
Staff Officer, Sandi Mason – facilitator, Cindy Johnson – note taker. 
 
Public Present: 
Marie Cripe, Brian Baxter, Dann Lewis 
 
Meeting Notes: 
Vice-Chairman Tim Ryan opened the meeting with the Pledge of Allegiance. 
A motion to accept the minutes from the March 3, 2003 meeting was approved. 
Sandy Mason called roll. 
 
Bob Clark – Sierra Club 
The Sierra Club is interested in positive restoration. They would like to pull all side 
together to work on controversial projects. 
 
There are about 2,400 members in the state of Montana. About 1,200 are in western 
Montana. 
 
The Sierra Club is willing to help with on going projects, but would also like a project of 
there own.  A project must meet their ecological criteria of “a project to help land recover 
in one way or another.” 
 
Site selection: Size - 20-100 acres 
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  Ecological significance – plants, animals or fish 
Geographical location – area of good support (agency and receptive 
community. 
Economical Stimulation – hire local people. 

 
The Sierra Club is willing to help with weed control but do not like Arial spraying.  They 
would look at Biological control for bugs. 
 
Robyn King – Yaak Headwaters Restoration Update 
The Headwaters group met 2/21/2003 to discuss projects for the 2003 season.  Projects 
will be implemented in the East Fork watershed in Basin and Porcupine creeks along road 
#337 (Basin Creek Road).   
 
If funding is under budget on current projects, the remaining RAC funds will go towards 
the following rehabilitation/restoration projects: 

• Solo Joe Creek #6035C - .6 mile long stabilization project 
• Solo Joe Creek #6035 – cut slope stabilization with rock project 
• Blacktail Creek #5821 – buttressing and ditch rock 
• Basin Creek #14728, 14161 and 3379 – 4.2 miles of ecological 

restoration/re-vegetation.  
 
Bob suggested the RACs write a letter encouraging local communities to get involved in 
developing a plan for David Thompson Celebration. 
 
Lee handed out a copy of the press release he had sent to the Lincoln County newspapers. 
 
Lincoln County Commissioners (Rita Windom and Marianne Roose) gave an update of 
the RAC meeting the attended in Reno, Nevada.   
The convention worked around the “4 C’s” – conservation, cooperation, communication, 
and collaboration. 
 
Lincoln County RAC’s should be commended on the good job they are doing.  This 
RAC’s committee has worked so well together compared to some other groups across the 
nation.  LCRAC could be a model at the next convention. 
 
Rita passed out information on the Western Governors Summit to be held in Missoula on 
June 17 – June 19, 2003 at the Holiday Inn Missoula – Parkside. 
 
For Title II funding the County Commissioners will make available a minimum of 
$600,000.00. If projects come forward and all is looking good an additional $248,000 
could be made available by September 03, 2003. 
 
Search and Rescue can use Title III funding if there is an emergency.  Title III funding 
can be used to reimburse emergency funding. 
 
Title II and Title III funds have funded 334 projects, 1/5 under $10,000. 
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This is the year the RAC needs to recharter. RAC must recharter every two years from 
date of filing. LCRAC filed October, 26, 2001.  There is a need to streamline re-
chartering as there can be no time laps. Rita requested a draft Proposal for Renewal be 
sent out prior to the next meeting and the committee could bring back thoughts and 
concerns and make comments. 
There could be an audit next year. Last year LCRAC received the most monies in the 
state of Montana.  It is very important to document decisions and where funding is being 
spent.   
A suggestion was made to develop a power point on a project from history through to 
completion.  It is very important to make the public aware of what RAC is doing.  
A suggestion was made to invite the local press to a meeting and have a refresher on 
projects that are complete. 
A decision was made to review and prioritize the list of projects from last year.  
Bob will have the rangers review the projects they have submitted and make sure the 
projects are doable. He will also ask if they have one or two more projects to submit. 
 
Bob reminded the committee that projects on State lands must benefit National Forest 
lands.  Projects on state/private lands must have ranger concurrence. 
 
The committee agreed deadlines for projects would be the end of July or first part of 
August.  Exceptions will be considered on a case-by-case basis. 
 
The first meeting in August projects will be prioritized.  Voting on projects must be done 
by September 8 to meet County Commissioner deadline. 
 
The projects will be decided at two separate meetings. Roads and streams the first 
meeting remaining projects at the second meeting. 
 
The committee voted on the order of projects, with equal amounts of money distributed 
to each district, the same as last year. 
 50% -  Streams 
  Road Restoration 
The committee voted on the order to review and vote on other projects. Priority order 
follows: 
 50% -  Recreation/Wildlife Habitat Implementation 
  Weeds 
  Fuels Reduction/Thinning 
  Other – education (leverage with Title III funds)/grazing and agricultural 
 
Reminder: There must be a quorum when voting.  
 
Lee – Poster Contest 
With the short time left this year the decision was made to not have a poster contest. A 
logo was agreed on “Lincoln County Resource Advisory Committee/Healthy Lands and 
Thriving Communities.” 
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The next meeting will be Monday, May 5 in Eureka at Howdee’s.    Howdee’s will serve 
dinner at $10.00 plus tip, a plate.  Going to Eureka from Libby take a left at the junction 
of Highway 36 and Highway 93.  Howdee’s is on the right, next to the bowling alley. 
 
Topics for May meeting: 

 Partnerships – Priority will be given to projects with partnerships. 
 Field trip on approved project 
 Review and prioritize last years project list 
 Leslie Ferguson would like the RAC to prioritize list of weed projects and 

get back to her 
 Power Sharing on public lands – FS lead agency, incorporate state, 

county Commissioners and other agency 
 Election of Officers  

 
 
 
 
 
     


