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APPBlDIX c 

This Appendix is arranged with the  Roadless Areas i n  the same 
order a s  they a re  presented i n  t h e  EIS . The following 
Table of Contents is arranged w i t h  the Roadless Areas i n  
alphabetical  order fo r  the readers convenience . 
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Chippewa Creek ............. 01682 ...... 1 ....... C-95 

E a s t  Fork E l k  Creek ........ 01678 ...... 2 ....... C-224 
Flagstaff  Mountain ......... 01x690 ..... 2 ....... C-253 

Gold H i l l  West ............. 01x176 2 ....... C-201 

Grizzly Peak ............... 01667 ...... 2 ....... C-276 

Lone C l i f f  Smeads .......... 01674 ...... 2 ....... C-234 

Marston Face ............... 01x172 ..... 2 ....... C-300 
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Cold H i l l  .................. 01668 ...... 2 ....... C-190 

Government Mountain ........ 01673 ...... 1 ....... C-72 
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Inventoried Roadless Area Descriptions and Evaluations 

Introduction 

This appendix discusses  each roadless area on the Kootenai t h a t  has been 
s tudied f o r  wilderness designation. 
of the area, the resources present, current use  and public i n t e r e s t ,  how 
each Forest Plan a l t e rna t ive  designated t h e  area,  the e f f e c t s  of each 
a l t e rna t ive  on the roadless area,  and the expected outputs associated w i t h  
the area i n  each a l te rna t ive .  

Each discussion includes a descr ipt ion 

Summary of Changes that occurred bet- the  D r a f t  and Final  RIS 

There were no changes i n  the actual  inventory of the Inventoried Roadless 
Areas between the Draft and Final EIS. There w a s  some new mineral 
po ten t ia l  information received concerning the Scotchman Peak Roadless Area 
and it is presented i n  t h a t  roadless area discussion. The Final Plan ( A l t .  
JF) recommends 12.000 acres  additional wilderness on Pe l l ick  Ridge i n  the  
Scotchman Peak Roadless Area and the e f f e c t s  of that recommendation are 
discussed i n  t h a t  mad les s  area discussion. The other roadless area 
discussions remain the same as presented In  the  D r a f t  EIS. On those 
roadless areas, the  information and r e s u l t s  f o r  the  Proposed Action 
(Alt. J) can also be applied t o  the f i n a l  Forest Plan ( A l t .  JF). 

Management Area Prescr ipt ion Assignments 

Multiple use management prescr ipt ions were grouped i n t o  categories  
(management emphases or designations) which have similar impacts on t h e  
wilderness and roadless resources. 
Table C-1  d isplays these categories and i d e n t i f i e s  the  Management Area 
Prescr ipt ions.  

Table C-2 b r i e f l y  describes these Management Area Prescr ipt ions and how 
they can be iden t i f i ed  in t h e  Forest Plan Document and map. 
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Table C - 1  
c -3  

KWI'E" NATIONAL PMlgST 

Designation : 
Wilderness 

W t .  Area No. Man- t A r e a  Prescription 
7- 8 Recommended Wilderness 

............................................................................ 
Designation: 
Nonwilderness (Roadless) 

e t .  Area No. 
29 
2 
5 
24 & 1 ........................... 

Desianation: - --  
NGwilderness (Some Development) 

Mpt. A r e a  No. 0 10 ..................... 
Designation : 
Nonwilderness (Developed) 

Mgmt. Area No. 
11 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 
18 

A 19 

Uamgemmt A r e a  Prescription 
Primitive Recreation 
Semi-primitive Non-motorized Recreation 
Viewing 
Limited Use Areas 
.......................................... 

Man- t A r e a  Prescription 
Big Game Winter Range ........................................... 

H M l ~  t Area Prescription 
BiR Game Winter Ranae/Timber 
Big Came Summer Range/Timber 
Wildlife/Timber (Old Growth Timber Mgmt.) 
Grizzly/Timber 
Timber Optimization 
Timber/Viewing 
Viewing/Timber 
Minimum Use due to Regeneration Problems 
Minimum Use due to Steep or Unstable Slopes ............................................................................... 

m 
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Table C-2 

KOOTBNAI NATIONAL 

MANA- ARBh IDBKIlYICATION 

m 
NO. 

GROUP AREA DIPINITION 

............................................................................... 
29 LARGE AREAS OFFERING ROADLESS RECREATION OPPORTUNITIES IN A 

PRIMITIVE SFITING 
2 LARGE AND SMALL AREAS OFFERING ROADLESS RECREATION OPPORTUNITIES 

RECRPAT- IN A SEMI-PRIMITIVE SEITING 
ION 3 SMALL NATURAL APPEARING AREAS OFFERING OPPORTUNITIES FOR ROADED 

RECREATION IN A SEMI-PRIMITIVE SEITING 
5 NATURAL APPEARING AREAS CONTAINING HIGHLY SENSITIVE VIEWSHEDS 
6 SMALL AREAS CONTAINING CAKF'GROUNDS. PICNIC AREAS, SKI AREAS. ETC. ............................................................................... 

WILDER- 7 EXISTING CABINFT MOUNTAIN WILDERNESS 
NESS 8 AREAS BEING RECOMMENDED FOR WILDERNESS 

9 TEN LAKES MONTANA WILDERNESS STUDY AREA ................................................................................ 
10 BIG QAME WINTER RANGE LOCATED ON UNSUITABLE TIMBERLAND 

WILD- 11 BIG GAME WINTER RANGE LOCATED ON SUITABLE TIMBERLAND 
LIFE, 12 BIG GAME SUMMER RANGE LOCATED ON SUITABLE TIMBERLAND 
TIMBER 13 SMALL AREAS PROVIDING OLD mom TIMEIBW DIVERSITY 

VISUAL 
8 14 GRIZZLY HABITAT ON SUITABLE TIMBERLAND 

15 SUITABLE TIMBERLANDS MANAOED FOR THE HIGHEST POSSIBLE TIMBER YIELDS 

17 SUITABLE TIMBERLANDS IN A HIGHLY SENSITIVE VIEWSHED 

19 SMALL AREAS THAT ARE STEEP AND COSTLY TO ROAD 

QUALITY 16 SUITABLE TIMBERLANDS IN A MODERATELY SENSITIVE VIEWSHED 

18 SMALL PRODUCTIVE AREAS THAT HAVE IDENTIFIED REOENERATION PROBLE?G ................................................................................. 
20 RANGER STATIONS AND WORK CENTERS NEEDED FOR FOREST ADMINISTRATION 
21 UNIQUE OR SPECIAL AREAS INCLUDING RESEARCH NATURAL AREAS 

SPECIAL 23 POWERLINE TRANAMISSON CORRIDORS 
& 24 UNPRODUCTIVE LANDS WITH LIMITED USE 

OTHBR 27 LANDS UNDERGOING ACTIVE EXCHANQE WITH m LANDOWNERS 
30 WATER 
1 PRODUCTIVE LANDS WITH LIMITED USE . r  

i 
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REOIONAL WILDWNHSS OPPOKIWITIeS and PROXIHITY to ROADLESS LANDS 
on the KOOT&NAI NATIONAL FoRBsT-in air m i l e s  0 

1 

WILDFRNeSs 
Gospel Hump 

Hells Canyon 

Selway B i t t e r r o o t  

Rat t lesnake  

Scapegoat 

Welcome Creek 

Anaconda P i n t l a r  

Gates of the 
Mountains 

Cabinet Mountains 

Mission Mountains 

- I  

3 

Absaroka-Beartooth 

Red Rock L a k e  

Lee Metcalf 

LOCATION 
Central Idaho 

Central Idaho 

Central Idaho 
Western Montana 

Western Montana 

Western Montane 

Western Montana 

Western Montana 

Western Montana 

Western Montana 

Western Montana 

Western Montana 

Western Montana 

South Central 
Montana 

Northeastern 
Montana 

Southwestern 
Montana 

A- 
206.000 

84.000 

1.089.000 
251.000 

300,000 

240, 000 

28,000 

158.000 

29.000 

94 .OOo 

74.000 

287.000 

1.009.000 

922,000 

32,000 

259,000 

DISTANCE 
190 

200 

150 
200 

120 

150 

150 

190 

220 

0 

90 

120 

120 

320 

320 

220 

............................................................................ 
SUMlMIY : Total  Wilderness l e s s  than 100 miles from 2 Areas 

Kootenai National Forest roadless areas:  168,000 Acres 

Total  wilderness 100-200 miles from 9 Areas 
Kootenai National Forest roadless areas:  3.273.000 Acres 

Total  wilderness 200-300 miles from 2 Areas 
Kootenai National Forest roadless areas:  343.000 Acres 

Total  wilderness 300-400 miles from 2 Areas 
Kootenai National Forest roadless areas: 954 ,000 Acres 

TOTAL AREAS - 15 TOTAL ACRES - 4.378 .000 
............................................................................ 

... 

... 
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KOOTENAI NATIONAL FOREST 

West Fork E lk  Creek - 01x692 S t a t e :  Montana and Idaho  

Gross Acres: 4.800 Net Acrea: 4.800 
0 

I. D e s c r i p t i o n  

The a r e a  is l o c a t e d  i n  t h e  sou thwes t  c o r n e r  of  t h e  F o r e s t ,  a b u t t i n g  t h e  
d i v i d e  s e p a r a t i n g  t h e  K o o t e n a i  and Idaho  Panhandle  N a t i o n a l  F o r e s t s .  
Access i s  a v a i l a b l e  v i a  Highway 200 and t h e  main Elk Creek Road. 

The a r e a  i s  g e n e r a l l y  su r rounded  by F o r e s t  management a c t i v i t i e s  s u c h  as 
roads  and c l e a r c u t s .  

The r e p r e s e n t e d  e c o s y s t e m  i s  Cedar  liemlock P i n e  F o r e s t .  

The a r e a  i s  p r i m a r i l y  a l ow-e leva t ion  s t r eambot tom w i t h  s t e e p .  rocky up land  
s l o p e s .  The area c o n s t i t u t e s  t h e  wa te r shed  b a s i n  f o r  t h e  u p p e r  West Fork 
Elk Creek. A road  t o  P r o s p e c t  Lookout s t r a d d l e s  a r i d g e l i n e  which r i m s  t h e  
a r e a .  

The q u a l i t y  e l k  h u n t i n g  e x p e r i e n c e  and t h e  views of t h e  C l a r k  Fork V a l l e y  
a r e  among t h e  area 's  a t t r a c t i o n s .  

C u r r e n t  u s e  c o n s i s t s  p r i m a r i l y  of h u n t i n g  i n  t h e  f a l l  (1.000 RVD's). 

B. 

C. 

D. 

E. 

C a p a b i l i t y  

N a t u r a l  I n t e g r i t y  and Appearance 

The n a t u r a l  i n t e g r i t y  is h i g h  w i t h  no  manmade f e a t u r e s  t o  d e t r a c t  from 
t h e  area 's  n a t u r a l  appea rance .  

O p p o r t u n i t i e a  fo r  S o l i t u d e  

D e s p i t e  t h e  area 's  s m a l l n e s s  and compactness ,  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  
s o l i t u d e  a r e  h i g h  i n  t h e  i n t e r i o r ,  owing t o  t h e  s t e e p  canyon wal l s .  
Atop t h e  r i d g e .  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  a re  less so because  o f  t h e  view of 
e x i s t i n g  r o a d s  and c l e a r c u t s .  

P r i m i t i v e  Recreation O p p o r t u n i t i e s  

R e c r e a t i o n  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  i n c l u d e  h u n t i n g  and some f i s h i n g .  The s t e e p  
canyons  p r o v i d e  c h a l l e n g i n g  c r o s s c o u n t r y  t r a v e l .  

O t h e r  F e a t u r e s  

S p e c i a l  f e a t u r e s  i n c l u d e  t h e  r e s i d e n t  e l k  herd which a t t r a c t s  h u n t e r s  
i n  t h e  f a l l .  

M a n a g e a b i l i t y  and B o u n d a r i e s  

T h i s  is a good example of a "pocket" w i l d e r n e s s :  s m a l l  and compact 
w i t h  a w e l l  d e f i n e d  and eas i ly  managed boundary. The boundary i s  set  
a l o n g  a s t r o n g  r i d g e l i n e  e s s e n t i a l l y  s u r r o u n d i n z  t h e  area. 
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West Fork Elk C r .  01x692 
The a rea  was not  i d e n t i f i e d  i n  the  RARE I1 inventory b u t  was 
i d e n t i f i e d  l a t e r  dur ing  Unit  Planning. The nonconforming uses  which 
would c o n f l i c t  w i t h  a w i lde rness  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  for t h e  a r e a  a r e  the  
e x i s t i n g  o i l  h g a s  leases .  

111. A v a i l a b i l i t y  

A. S i g n i f i c a n t  Resource P c t e n t i a l s  

1. Recreat ion 

The a rea  has t h e  p o t e n t i a l  t o  provide1.400 RVD's of wilderness  
r e c r e a t i o n  pe r  year .  The c u r r e n t  use  i s  es t imated  t o  be 1,000 RVD's 
per  year .  

2. W i l d l i f e  and F i s h  

The a rea  c o n t a i n s  e l k  summer range which i s  c u r r e n t l y  maintaining 
i t s e l f  without  v e g e t a t i v e  manipulat ion such a s  prescr ibed  burning. 

The West Fork Elk C r e e k  is a c u t t h r o a t ,  brook, and b u l l  t r o u t  f i s h e r y .  

B. O t h e r  Resources 

1. Range 

There a re  no l i v e s t o c k  g raz ing  allotments i n  t h e  area. The g raz ing  
p o t e n t i a l  i s  t r a n s i t o r y  range and is considered n e g l i g i b l e .  

2. Water 

Mean annual p r e c i p i t a t i o n  for t h e  a r e a  is about  55 inches,  varying 
form 38 t o  7 8  inches depending on e leva t ion .  The s t reams normally 
peak i n  mid t o  l a t e  May, b u t  may peak i n  m i d w i n t e r  from t h e  
occa isonal  rain-on-snow even t s  w e  occas iona l ly  exper ience ,  a t  which 
t i m e  t h e  water  q u a l i t y  may be degraded. 

3. Timber 

Approximately 4,400 a c r e s  a r e  t e n t a t i v e l y  e u i t a b l e  t imberland capab le  
of producing a t  least 20 cub ic  f e e t  pe r  a c r e  p e r  yea r  of t imber 
growth. This timberland i s  almost e n t i r e l y  loca ted  on s lopes  s t e e p e r  
than 5 5 2 .  Road c o n s t r u c t i o n  w i l l  be  d i f f i c u l t  and c o s t l y  and logging 
w i l l  r e q u i r e  the use of c a b l e  o r  h e l i c o p t e r  yard ing  methods. 

4. Minerals  

The minera l  p o t e n t i a l  i s  low and t h e  o i l  and g a s  p o t e n t i a l  is 
moderate. 

5 .  C u l t u r a l  Reaource 

There a r e  no i d e n t i f i e d  h i s tor ic  or p r e h i s t o r i c  c u l t u r a l  sites. Based 
upon surveys i n  S imi l a r  a r e a s ,  t h e  p r o b a b i l i t y  of  p r e h i s t o r i c  s i t e s  
o fcu r r ing  i s  cons idered  Low. 

I 
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C. Resource S i t u a t i o n  West Fork Elk Cr. 01x692 
T a b l e  1 

Unit Cat.-- ueit 

Gross Acres 
N e t  Acres 

Acres 4800 
Acres 4800 

P.ec r e a  t i on 
Semiprim. Nonrnotor. RVDs 1000 S i g n i f i c a n t  F i s h e r i e s  

2 
Range Stream Hab i t a t  Acres - 

- S u i t a b l e  Acres Acres 0 Lakes No. 0 
AUMs AUPis 0 Lake Hab i t a t  Acres 0 

4 
Stream Miles Miles 

T i m b e r  Water Developments 
Ten ta t ive  S u i t a b l e  Acres 4400 Exis t ing  No. 0 
Standing Volume EDfBF 32 

Cor r ido r s  
Ex i s t ing  6 P o t e n t i a l  No. 0 

Wi ld l i f e  - T6E 
Gr izz ly  Bear Habi ta t  

S i t u a t i o n  1 Acres 0 
S i t u a t i o n  2 Acres 0 
S i t u a t i o n  3 Acres 0 

W i l d l i f e  - Big Game (Elk.  Deer) 0 
Suimer Range T o t a l  Acres 1500 
Winter  Range T o t a l  Acres 1300 

Spec ia l  Uses Ex i s t ing  No. 0 

Exis t ing  F a c i l i t i e s  No. 0 

Minerals  
Hardrock P o t e n t i a l  

Very High Acres 
High Acres 
Moderate Acres 
Low Acres 

Mining C l a i m s  No. 
O i l  6 G a s  P o t e n t i a l  

Very High Acres 
High Acres 
Moderate Acres 
Low Acres 
Unknown Acres 

Leases No. 
Leased Acres Acres 

O i l  6 Cas Leases 
4 

4800 

D. Management Cons idera t ions  

1. Land Use Author iza t ions  

There ace no s p e c i a l  uses.  O i l  6 g a s  l e a s e s  e x i s t .  

2. F i r e  

The a r e a  has had a low occurrence of f i r e s  i n  t h e  l a s t  10 yea r s  
(no  f i r e s ) .  
some downed woody ma te r i a l s .  

The f u e l s  s i t u a t i o n  i s  p r i m a r i l y  dense c o n i f e r s  w i t h  

3. I n s e c t  and Disease 

The i n s e c t  and d i s e a s e  s i t u a t i o n  is s t a b l e  wi th  no s u s c e p t i b l e  
s t a n d s  of lodgepole p ine  and no i n s e c t  and d i s e a s e  a c t i v i t y  
occurr ing.  

4. Non-Federal Lands 

T h e r e  a r e  no p r i v a t e  lands  i n  t h e  a rea .  



C-183 

IV. Need West Fork Elk C r .  01x692 

A. Proximity t o  O t h e r  Wilderness and t o  Popula t ion  Centers  

The West Fork Elk Creek road le s s  a rea  is located about  25 a i r  m i l e s  
from the  e x i s t i n g  Cabinet Mountains Wilderness .  Spokane, IJasliington 
(110 miles) and Missoula. Plontana (160 miles)  a r e  t h e  c l o s e s t  l a r g e  
populat ion c e n t e r s .  

B. Contr ibut ion  t o  Nat ional  Wilderaees P rese rva t ion  System 

This  a r e a  i s  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  of  the  Cedar HemLock Pine F o r e s t  E c o s y s t e m  
which i s  common i n  t h e  e x i s t i n g  wi lderness  s y s t e m .  

C. Publ ic  I n t e r e s t  

Because tliis is a newly def ined  roadless  a rea .  tl;ere have been no 
express ions  oT wilderness  preference  o r  nonpreference.  

V. Al te rna t ive8  and Environmental Consequences 

A. Management P r e s c r i p t i o n  Assignment by A l t e r n a t i v e  

Mul t ip le  use uanagement p r e s c r i p t i o n s  were grouped i n t o  c a t e g o r i e s  
(management emphases) w h i c h  have s i m i l a r  impacts on t h e  w i l d e r n e s s  and 
road le s s  resources .  The fol lowing t a b l e  d i s p l a y s  how the  r o a d l e s s  
a r e a  acreage  w a s  des igna ted  i n  each a l t e r n a t i v e .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  t h e  
summary of management emphasis f u r t h e r  d e f i n e s  t h e  rate of  development 
t h a t  i s  expected t o  occur i n  some a l t e r n a t i v e s  a s  wel l  a s  t h e  f u t u r e  
d i s p o s i t i o n  of the  inventor ied  road le s s  a rea .  

I 
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0 0 0 0 0 0 4 . 8 4 . 8  0 0 0 0 0 0 0 .......................................................................................................................... 
sori O f  IumgnBm E q h . r l S *  

nm.lld.Cna. 
0mlOg.d - Decada I t  0 0 0 0 0 . 3  0 0 . 2  0 0 0 . s  0 0 

Dcada s* S.S 3.S 3 3  4.8 3.3 2.1 0 0 .S 1.4 1.4 4.4 4.1 4.0 0 

Rodlass  - Dcada l r  4.8 4.8 4.8 4.8 4.8 4.5 0 0 4.6 4.8 4.8 4.8 4.S 4.8 4.0 
Dcad. s* 1 3  1.5 1.5 1.S 1.S 2.7 0 0 4.S 3.4 3.4 0.4 0.S 0.4 4.0 

R.0llmd.d W l l d v n u .  0 0 0 0 0 0 4 . 8 4 . 0  0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Total ha- 1. Fk. Elk Cr. 4.8 4.8 4.8 4.8 4.8 4.8 4.8 4.8 4.8 4.6 4.8 4.8 4.8 4.8 4.8 

0 
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B. Impacts West Fork Elk C r .  01x692 

1. Designation: Wilderness 
Manag emen t Emp ha s i 8 : 

The West Fork Elk Creek road le s s  a rea  i s  des igna ted  wi lderness  i n  
i t s  e n t i r e t l y  i n  bo th  A l t e r n a t i v e s  G and H. No o t h e r  a l t e r n a t i v e  
recommends wilderness  f o r  the a rea .  There a r e  no s p e c i f i c  
ground-d i s t u r b  ing management a c t i v i t i e s  a s soc ia t ed  w i t h  
wi lderness  a r e a s  a l though t h e  es tab l i shment  of these  a r e a s  may, 
i n  i t s e l f ,  have e f f e c t s  on o t h e r  resources  and uses.  

Wi lde rness  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  w i l l  p reserve  t h e  e x i s t i n g  wi lderness  
c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  of t h e  a rea .  The s o l i t u d e  a f forded  by the  s t eep  
canyon wa l l s  w i th in  t h e  i n t e r i o r  of  t h e  a r e s  would b e  maintained 
a s  would t h e  p r i m i t i v e  r e c r e a t i o n  oppor tun i t i e s .  Old-growth 
t imber w i l d l i f e  h a b i t a t  would be pro tec ted .  

There a r e  about 4400 a c r e s  of s u i t a b l e  t imberland i n  the  a rea .  
The OppOKtUnity t o  manage t h e  t imber resource  would be foregone 
i n  A l t e r n a t i v e s  G and H. 

E f f o r t s  t o  improve big-game win te r  range through burning would 
not  be permit ted i n  wi lderness .  Likewise. t imber ha rves t  t o  
improve summer range would not  occur.  However, t h e  i n a b i l i t y  t o  
d e l i b e r a t e l y  increase fo rage  would be o f f s e t  by t h e  b e n e f i t s  of 
t h e  s e c u r i t y  t h a t  w i lde rness  a f f o r d s .  

wi lderness  w i l l  r e s t r i c t  t h e  e x p l o r a t i o n  f o r .  and removal o f ,  
minera l  resources .  Under t h e  Wilderness A c t .  the  land would be 
withdrawn from mine ra l  e n t r y  s i n c e  no v a l i d  mining c la ims  ex i s t .  
The e x i s t i n g  o i l  and g a s  l e a s e s  would be honored. however. T h i s  
r e s t r i c t i o n  is not  considered s i g n i f i c a n t  i n  t h a t  the  mineral  
p o t e n t i a l  i s  low and t h e  o i l  and g a s  p o t e n t i a l  i s  moderate. If 
t h e r e  is no discovery  when a l e a s e  e x p i r e s ,  t h e n  the  land w i l l  be 
withdrawn from minera l  l eas ing .  

A c t i v i t i e s  permissable  i n  wi lderness ,  when au thor ized  by t h e  1964 
Wilderness A c t  or wi lde rness  management p lans ,  can c o s t  more than 
a c t i v i t i e s  i n  a r e a s  wi thout  t h e  r e s t r i c t i o n s .  R e s t r i c t i o n s  apply 
p r imar i ly  t o  mode of t r a n s p o r t a t i o n .  use of chainsaws i n  t h e  
wi lderness ,  and removing s i g n s  of  t h e  i n t r u s i o n  a f t e r  p r o j e c t  
completion. 
e x p l o r a t i o n ,  d i s e a s e  and p e s t  c o n t r o l ,  and f i r e  suppression.  
would b e  conducted w h i l e  p r o t e c t i n g  t h e  wi lderness  va lues  which, 
i n  tu rn ,  r e q u i r e s  more t i m e .  adherence t o  more s t r i n g e n t  
requirements ,  and more money being spent .  

S o c i a l  and  economic e f f e c t s  would c e n t e r  around t h e  resource  
va lues  of r e c r e a t i o n ,  w i l d l i f e ,  w i lde rness ,  and timber. 
Semiprimit ive r e c r e a t i o n  a c t i v i t i e s  such as hunting i n  a road le s s  
s e t t i n g  would cont inue.  
A l t e r n a t i v e s  G and H. thus  not  suppor t ing  t h e  wood products  
indus t ry .  
t h i s  management emphasis. 

Wilderness 

When pe rmi t t ed ,  a c t i v i t i e s  such as minera l  

Timberland would not  be a v a i l a b l e  i n  

Those p u b l i c s  va lu ing  wi lde rness  would be  supported by 
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West Fork Elk Cr. 01x692 
2 .  Designat  ion: Nonwilderness (Roadless) 

Management Emphases: P r i m i t i v e  Recreat ion,  Semipr imi t ive  
Nonmotorized Recreat ion,  Viewing. and Limited 0 Use Areas 

Every a l t e r n a t i v e .  except A l t e r n a t i v e s  D. G, H. and L,  d e s i g n a t e  a 
p o r t i o n  of  t h e  a rea  t o  these  emphases. The fol lowing c h a r t  d i s p l a y s  
t h e  percent  of the  a r e a  des igna ted  t o  r o a d l e s s  management. 

Percent  of t h e  Area Designated to Roadless Management 
By A l t e r n a t i v e  

4 B C D E F G H I J K L U N 0 

22 22 22 0 22 47 0 0 93 22 22 0 6 8 100 

There a r e  f e w ,  if any, g r o u n d d i s t u r b i n g  management a c t i v i t i e s  
s p e c i f i c a l l y  a s soc ia t ed  w i t h  roadlessness .  A c t i v i t i e s  a r e  a s soc ia t ed  
p r imar i ly  with d ispersed  r e c r e a t i o n  inc luding  hunt ing and f i s h i n g .  

The road le s s  c h a r a c t e r  of the  a rea  w i l l  be maintained w i t h  t h e s e  
emphases a s  w i l l  t h e  p r i m i t i v e  r e c r e a t i o n  o p p o r t u n i t i e s .  Old-growth 
t imber h a b i t a t  w i l l  a l s o  be maintained and s e c u r i t y  f o r  big-game 
animals w i l l  be preserved. 

Like wi lderness ,  road le s s  des igna t ions  r e q u i r e  s t i f f e r  requirements  
f o r  conduct ing a c t i v i t i e s ,  requirements  t h a t  a r e  designed t o  p r o t e c t  
the  q u a l i t i e s  inherent  i n  a road le s s  a l l o c a t i o n .  R e s t r i c t i o n s  on 
access  and mode of t r a v e l  a r e  major l i m i t a t i o n s  f o r  conduct ing 
a c t i v i t i e s .  o f t e n  making t h e  a c t i v i t y  more expensive t o  accomplish. 
Such a c t i v i t i e s  can include w i l d l i f e  and f i s h  h a b i t a t  improvements, 
minera l ,  o i l  and gas  exploration/development. i n s e c t  and d i s e a s e  
c o n t r o l ,  and w i l d f i r e  suppression.  

The s o c i a l  and economic e f f e c t s  a r e  pr imar i ly  the  b e n e f i t s  of 
seuii-primitive r e c r e a t i o n  oppor tun i t i e s .  Timber would not  be 
a v a i l a b l e  for harves t  i n  any of these  emphases. 

3. Designation: Nonwilderneas (Some Development) 
Management Emphasis: 

A l l  a l t e r n a t i v e s ,  except  A l t e r n a t i v e s  D ,  G, H. I ,  and 0 d e s i g n a t e  a 
po r t ion  of t h e  a r e a  t o  t h i s  management emphasis. The i n t e n t  i s  t o  
manage win te r  range h a b i t a t  f o r  the  b e n e f i t  of  e l k  and deer .  
Prescr ibed  burning is t h e  primary management a c t i v i t y .  

The impact on the  wi lderness  and roadless  c h a r a c t e r  caused by t h i s  
emphasis i s  short-term i n  na ture .  The n a t u r a l n e s s  of t h e  a r e a  would 
be a l t e r e d  s h o r t l y  a f t e r  burning b u t  v e g e t a t i v e  recovery would make 
t h i s  a c t i v i t y  l e s s  apparent  l a t e r  on. 

Impacts on t h e  t imber and minera l  resources  would be i n s i g n i f i c a n t  i n  
this emphasis. 

S o c i a l  and economic e f f e c t s  would be p r imar i ly  one of suppor t  of those  
p u b l i c s  va lu ing  w i l d l i f e  i n  t h e  a rea .  

Big Game Winter Range 
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West Fork Elk C r .  01x692 
4. Designat ion:  Nonwilderness (Developed) 

Management Emphasis: Big G a m e  Winter Range Timber, Big Game Summer 
Range Timber, W i l d l i f e  Timber. Gr i zz ly  
Timber. Timber Optimization, Timber Viewing, 
Viewing Timber, Minimum U s e  due t o  Steep  
Slopes  or Regeneration Problems. 

Timber ha rves t  and a s s o c i a t e d  a c t i v i t i e s .  such a s  road b u i l d i n g ,  have 
more a f f e c t  on t h e  p h y s i c a l  and b i o l o g i c a l  environment than any oi t h e  
o t h e r  f o r e s t  management a c t i v i t i e s .  The ex ten t  of t h e  e f f e c t s  o r e  
dependent on iiianageinent regimes se l ec t ed .  Every  A l t e r n a t i v e  except  G ,  
H. and 0 d e s i g n a t e s  a t  l e a s t  a po r t ion  of the  a rea  t o  one o f  t hesc  
emphases. The fo l lowing  c h a r t  d i s p l a y s  the  pcrcent  of t h e  a r e a  
des igna ted  t o  developmental  a c t i v i t i e s .  

Percent  of  Area Designated t o  Developmental A c t i v i t i e s  
By A l t e r n a t i v e  

A B C D E F G H I J K L H N 0 

68 6 8  68 100 6 8  43 0 0 6 2 9  29 91 85 53 0 

Only i n  A l t e r n a t i v e s  F, I ,  and Pi would a c t i v i t i e s  be scheduled t o  
occur i n  t h e  f i r s t  decade. (See  Table 3 on fol lowing page).  Dy t h e  
f i f t h  decade. expected road mileage i n  p lace  would range from 2 t o  1 8  
miles i n  t h e  developmental  a l t e r n a t i v e s .  

The wi lderness  r e source  and road le s s  c h a r a c t e r  of t h e  a r e a  would be  
impacted b y  t imber c u t t i n g  u n i t s ,  roads,  and o ther  evidence of man's 
mod i f i ca t ions  i n  a l l  A l t e r n a t i v e s  except G. Ii. and 0. Roading f o r j o e s  
the  oppor tuni ty  t o  c o n s i d e r  t h e  a r e a  for wilderness  i n  t h e  long-term 
and reduces t h e  oppor tun i ty  f o r  p r i m i t i v e  r e c r e a t i o n  and exper ience  o f  
s o l i t u d e .  

Timber ha rves t  and  roads could r e s u l t  i n  a short- term reduc t ion  i n  b i g  
game cover  and s e c u r i t y .  A c t i v i t i e s  conducted i n  big-game h a b i t a t  a r e  
coord ina ted  wi th  w i l d l i f e  needs and include t h e  c l o s u r e  of roads upon 
completion of t h e  a c t i v i t y  and in su r ing  t h a t  adequate  cove r  is l e f t .  
Long-term b e n e f i t s  t o  w i l d l i f e  include maintaining and improving 
w i l d l i f e  forage. 

S o c i a l  and economic e f f e c t s  a r e  r e l a t e d  p r imar i ly  t o  t h e  r e source  
va lues  of  t imber ,  w i l d l i i e .  wi lderness ,  and r ec rea t ion .  The h a r v e s t  
of t imber i s  important  t o  t h e  economic base  of communities i n  t h e  
Fores t .  Tiiiiber from t h e  West Fork Elk Creek road le s s  a r e a  would 
c o n t r i b u t e  t o  t h e  economic base.  Hunting exper iences  could oe a l t e r e d  
because of  t h e  change i n  t h e  road le s s  s e t t i n g  t o  a roaded-natural  
s e t t i n g .  
c h a r a c t e r .  Those p u b l i c s  d e s i r i n g  wi lderness  o r  r o a d l e s s  mangement 
f o r  t h e  a r e a  would not  be  supported by these  emphases. Concerns about  
impacts on b i g  game, and o t h e r  s p e c i e s  could be r a i s e d  by t h e  
a c t i v i t i e s  scheduled i n  t h e s e  emphases, bu t  would be  addressed by 
e f f o r t s  t o  m i t i g a t e  t h e  impacts.  

Road c l o s u r e s  would r e t a i n  the  a rea  c l o s e r  t o  i t s  e x i s t i n &  

L 
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KOOTENAI NATIONAL. FOREST 

Gold H i l l  - 01668 

Gross Acres: 10.700 
0 S t a t e :  Montana 

Net Acres: 10.700 

I. D e s c r i p t i o n  

The area is l o c a t e d  a l o n g  t h e  w e s t  s h o r e  of  Koocanusa R e s e r v o i r  and 
i n c l u d e s  t h e  P a r s n i p ,  Pliddle F o r k ,  and North Fork d r a i n a g e s .  

I t  is e a s i l y  a c c e s s i b l e  f rom t h e  F o r e s t  Development Road, which r u n s  a l o n g  
t h e  west s i d e  o f  t h e  Reservoir. A t r a i l  up P a r s n i p  Creek l e a d s  t o  P a r s n i p  
Mountain,  which l i e s  o u t s i d e  t h e  r o a d l e s s  a r e a  boundary. 

The a r e a  i s  comprised o f  three, g e n t l e  t o  s t e e p - s i d e d .  d e n s e l y - f o r e s t e d .  
d r a i n a g e s  s e p a r a t e d  by w e l l - d e f i n e d ,  t r e e - c o v e r e d ,  f i n g e r  r i d g e s .  These 
r i d g e s  emanate from P a r s n i p  and Lawrence Mountains. b o t h  o f  which l i e  
o u t s i d e  t h e  r o a d l e s s  area. 

The r o a d l e s s  a r e a  i s  su r rounded  by deve lopmen t s ,  r a n g i n g  f r o n  Koocanusa 
R e s e r v o i r  on t h e  east to forcst management a c t i v i t i e s  such  a s  r o a d s  and 
c l e a r c u t s  s c a t t e r e d  along t h e  r ema in ing  p e r i m e t e r .  

The ecosys t ems  r e p r e s e n t e d  a re  D o u g l a s - f i r  F o r e s t  and V e s t e r n  S p r u c e  F i r  
F o r e s t .  

The area 's  a t t r a c t i o n  i s  p r i m a r i l y  t h e  w h i t e t a i l  and mule d e e r  h e r d s  t h a t  
a t t r a c t  h u n t e r s  i n  t h e  f a l l .  0 
C u r r e n t  u s e  i n c l u d e s  h u n t i n g  and h i k i n g  and i s  c o n s i d e r e d  l i g h t  (400 
RVD'S). 

11. C a p a b i l i t y  

A. 

B. 

C. 

N a t u r a l  I n t e g r i t y  and Appearance 

Tliere are no deve lopmen t s  w i t h i n  t h e  a r e a  e x c e p t  s e v e r a l  m i l e s  o f  
t r a i l .  making the o v e r a l l  a p p e a r a n c e  v e r y  n a t u r a l .  

O p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  S o l i t u d e  

Along t h e  h e a v i l y  v e g e t a t e d  f l a t  bot toms o f  P a r s n i p  Creek t h e r e  are 
e x t e n s i v e  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  s o l i t u d e .  On t h e  more open s i d e s l o p e s  and 
r i d g e t o p s ,  v i ews  and sounds  from Koocanuss R e s e r v o i r  and S t a t e  Highway 
37 would d e t r a c t  from a s e n s e  of s o l i t u d e .  

P r i m i t i v e  Recreation O p p o r t u n i t i e s  

P r i m i t i v e  r e c r e a t i o n  e x p e r i e n c e s  a v a i l a b l e  i n c l u d e  h i k i n g ,  h u n t i n &  
( d e e r  and e l k ) ,  and c l i m b i n g .  The re  are some s u b s t a n t i a l  rock b l u f f s  
which c o u l d  p r o v i d e  a c h a l l e n g i n g  e x p e r i e n c e  f o r  t h e  p e r s o n  i n t e r e s t e d  
i n  rock c l i m b i n g .  
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D. M a n a g e a b i l i t y  and Boundar i e s  Gold H i l l  01668 

The a r e a  !)as i d e n t i f i e d  i n  t h e  RARE I1 i n v e n t o r y .  A t  t h a t  t i , : w ,  the: 
reconmiendation was f o r  a n o n w i l d e r n e s s  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  w i t h  most of  t h e  
a r e a  a l l o c a t e d  t o  developi i iental  u s e s .  D u c i n ~ ;  t h e  1963 i n v e n t o r y ,  t h c  
a r e a  was d i v i d e d  i n to  two p o r t i o n s ,  l a b e l e d  Gold H i l l  and Gold Hill 
( I l e s t ) ,  d i s c u s s e d  as a s e p a r a t e  r o a d l e s s  a r e a .  The a d j u s t m e n t s  shown 
below a f f e c t  o n l y  the Gold Hill a r e a .  

.- lkrdhza 

17300 17300 RARE I1 i nven to ry  

-7 900 -7 900 Timber s a l e s  s chedu led  

+1300 +1300 Add i t ion31  a c r e s  i d e n t  i f  i e d  
t h a t  inert r e q u i r e m e n t s  

10700 10700 1983 r o a d l e s s  i n v e n t o r y  

The nonconforming u s e s  t h a t  would c o n f l i c t  w i t h  a w i l d e r n e s s  
c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  f o r  t h e  a r e a  a r e  t h e  e x i s t i n g  o i l  & g a s  l e a s e s -  

The b o u n d a r i e s  of tile r o a d l e s s  a r e a  a r e  r e l a t i v e l y  well d e f i n e d  b u t  
c o u l d  b e  somewhat d i f f i c u l t  t o  manage i n  t h e i r  p r e s e n t  l o c a t i o n .  The 
boundary t o  t h e  w e s t  is g e n e r a l l y  l o c a t e d  on g e n t l e  t e r r a i n ,  and i n  
some a r e a s ,  along p o o r l y  d e f i n e d  e d g e s  of  o l d  logg ing  areas. The 
topography a l o n g  t h e  e a s t e r n  e d g e  i s  a l o n g  a paved road and would be  
more manageable.  The area h a s  a r e l a t i v e l y  long boundary c o n s i d e r i n g  
is s ize .  

I 11. A v a i l a b i l i t y  

A. S i g n i f i c a n t  Reaource P o t e n t i a l e  

1. R e c r e a t i o n  

The a r e a  h a s  t h e  p o t e n t i a l  of  p r o v i d i n g  abou t  3,200 RW's of 
w i l d e r n e s s  r e c r e a t i o n  p e r  y e a r .  C u r r e n t  u s e  is e s t i m a t e d  t o  b e  
400 RW's p e r  y e a r .  

2. W i l d l i f e  

' Whitetail  and mule d e e r  f r e q u e n t  t h e  a r e a ,  and t h e r e  are some 
s i g n i f i c a n t  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  t o  manage some o f  t h e  h a b i t a t  as 
m i t i g a t i o n  f o r  Koocanusa R e s e r v o i r .  

S e v e r a l  small  t r i b u t a r i e s  t o  Koocanusa R e s e r v o i r  e x i s t  a s  d o e s  
some r e s e r v o i r  r e c r u i t m e n t  a n d / o r  r e s i d e n t  f i s h e r i e s .  

3. Timber 

Most of t h e  area (10.000 acres) i s  t e n t a t i v e l y  s u i t a b l e  
t i m b e r l a n d  c a p a b l e  of p r o v i d i n g  more t h a n  20 c u b i c  f e e t  p e r  acre  
p e r  y e a r  of t i m b e r  g rowth .  The s o u t h  h a l f  of  t h e  r o a d l e s s  a r e a  
i s  p r i m a r i l y  s t e e p  l and  w i t h  s l o p e s  g r e a t e r  t h a n  5 5 % .  Road 
b u i l d i n g  w i l l  b e  d i f f i c u l t  and c o s t l y  and logg ing  w i l l  r e q u i r e  
c a b l e  or h e l i c o p t e r  y a r d i n g  methods.  The n o r t h  h a l f  o f  t h e  
r o a d l e s s  area h a s  g e n t l e r  s l o p e s  (20-40%) which w i l l  b e  m o r e  
c o n d u c i v e  t o  road b u i l d i n g  and t r a c t o r  l ogg ing  methods. 

1 
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Gold H i l l  01668 B. Other Resources 

1. Range 

There a r e  no g raz ing  a l lo tmen t s  and t h e  l i v e s t o c k  g raz ing  p o t e n t i a l  i s  
a l l  t r a n s i t o r y .  

2. Minerals  

The minera l  p o t e n t i a l  i s  low and t h e  o i l  and g a s  p o t e n t i a l  i s  
unknown. 

3. C u l t u r a l  Resource 

There a r e  no known h i s t o r i c  o r  p r e h i s t o r i c  c u l t u r a l  s i tes  i n  t h e  
a rea .  Based upon s u r v e y s  i n  s i m i l a r  a r eas .  i t  is determined t h a t  
t h e  p r o b a b i l i t y  of s i tes  occurr ing  i s  low. 

4. Water 

Plean annual  p r e c i p i t a t i o n  v a r i e s  from 16 t o  26 inches.  based on 
e l e v a t i o n ,  while  mean annual  runoff  v a r i e s  from 5-12 i n c h e s .  The 
q u a l i t y  of t h i s  runoff  is very high,  even dur ing  t h e  per iod i n  
Hay o r  J u l y  when t h e  s t reams a r e  high due t o  snowmelt runoff .  

C. Resource S i t u a t i o n  Gold H i l l  01668 
Table 1 

C-rv Unit  

Gross Acres 
Net Acres 

Acres 
Acres 

Recreat ion 
Sen i p r  i m  . Nonmo t or. RVDs 

Range 
S u i t a b l e  Acres Acres 
AUMs AUEls 

Timber 
Ten ta t ive  S u i t a b l e  Acres 
Standing Volume MIBF 

Cor r ido r s  
1 

Exis t ing  6 P o t e n t i a l  No. 

- \ ~ J i l d l i f e  - T&E 
G r i z z l y  Bear Hab i t a t  

S i t u a t i o n  1 Acres 
S i t u a t i o n  2 Acres 
S i t u a t i o n  3 Acres 

10700 
10700 

400 

0 
0 

10000 
91 

0 

0 
0 
0 

Wild l i f e  - Big Game (Elk.  Deer) 

0 Summer Ranne T o t a l  Acres 5400 - 
Winter Range T o t a l  Acres 1900 

Spec ia l  Uses Exis t ing  No. 0 
Ex i s t ing  F a c i l i t i e s  No. 0 

S i g n i f i c a n t  F i s h e r i e s  
Stream Miles Niles 
Stream Hab i t a t  Acres 
Lakes No. 
Lake t l ab i t a t  Acres 

IJater Developments 
Ex is t i n g  No. 

Minerals  
Hardrock P o t e n t i a l  

Very Nigh Acres 
High Acres 
Moderate Acres 
Low Acres 

Mining Claims No. 
O i l  6 Gas P o t e n t i a l  

Very High Acres 
High Acres 
Mod era t e Acres 
Low Acres 
Unknown Acres 

Leases No. 
O i l  & Gas Leases 

0 
0 
0 
0 

0 

- - - 
10700 

0 

- 
- 

10700 - - 
3 

Leased Acres Acres 10700 
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Gold H i l l  01668 D. Uanagement Cons idera t ions  

1. Land Use Author iza t ions  

There a r e  no s p e c i a l  use permits .  O i l  h gas l e a s e s  e x i s t .  

2. F i r e  

The a r e a  has had moderate f i r e  occurrence (11 f i r e s  i n  the  l a s t  20 
years ) .  The f u e l s  s i t u a t i o n  is considered dense c o n i f e r s  w i t h  t h i ck  
downed, woody m a t e r i a l s  a s  gound f u e l s .  

3. I n s e c t  and Disease 

About 50% of the a rea  c o n t a i n s  lodgepole p ine  t h a t  i s  h ighly  
s u s c e p t i b l e  t o  Mountain Pine Bee t l e  i n f e s t a t i o n  which i s  occur r ing  
p resen t ly .  I t  i s  es t imated  t h a t  by 1990, the  ma jo r i ty  of t h e s e  high 
r i s k  lodgepole s t a n d s  w i l l  be k i l l e d .  

4. Non-Federal Lands 

There a r e  no p r i v a t e  lands wi th in  t h e  road le s s  a rea .  

I V .  Need 

A. Proximity t o  Other  Wilderness and t o  Popula t ion  Cen te r s  

The a rea  is loca ted  about  35 miles from Libby. 20 miles from Eureka, and 
about 30 a i r  miles from t h e  Cabinet  Mountains Wilderness.  The n e a r e s t  
met ropol i tan  areas a r e  Spokane, Washington (210 n i l e s )  and K a l i s p e l l .  
Montana (110 m i l e s ) .  

B. 

This  a r e a  i s  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  of  Douglas-f i r  and Western Spruce F i r  F o r e s t  
ecosystems which a r e  common i n  t h e  e x i s t i n g  wi lderness  system. 

C. Pub l i c  I n t e r e s t  

Con t r ibu t ion  t o  Nat iona l  Wilderness P r e s e r v a t i o n  System 

Of t h e  2,500 people  cementing on t h e  a r e a  dur ing  t h e  RARE I1 pub l i c  
comment per iod .  56% favored a wi lderness  d e s i g n a t i o n  for the  a rea .  RARE I1 
rec  onnnend ed non-wi Id e rnes  8 .  The Plon t ana W i Id e rne  s s A s  soc i a  t ion  ' s 
A l t e r n a t i v e  "W" (1978) recommended t h a t  t h e  e n t i r e  a r e a  (now l abe led  Gold 
H i l l  and Gold H i l l  (West) be  placed i n  a f u r t h e r  planning ca tegory .  I n  t h e  
publ ic  comment per iod  dur ing  t h e  U n i t  Planning process  ( Z i e g l e r ,  August 
1979).  some suppor t  for mainta in ing  t h e  Parsn ip  d ra inage  i n  a r o a d l e s s  
cond i t ion  was expressed ,  as w e l l  as concern t h a t  t h e  bulk of t h e  a r e a  be  
a l l o c a t e d  t o  t imber management. 

V. A l t e r n a t i v e s  and Environmental Consequences 

A. 

Mul t ip le  use  management p r e s c r i p t i o n s  were grouped i n t o  c a t e g o r i e s  
(management emphases) wh ich  have s i m i l a r  impacts on t h e  wi lde rness  and 
road le s s  resources .  The fol lowing t a b l e  d i s p l a y s  how t h e  r o a d l e s s  ilrea 
acreage  was des igna ted  i n  each a l t e r n a t i v e .  I n  a d d i t i o n .  t h e  summary of 
management emphasis f u r t h e r  d e f i n e s  t h e  r a t c  of development t h a t  i s  
expected t o  occur  i n  some a l t e r n a t i v e s  as wel l  a s  t h e  f u t u r e  d i s p o s i t i o n  of 
the inventor ied  r o a d l e s s  a rea .  

. _  

Management P r e s c r i p t i o n  Assignment by Alternat ive 

0 



. 

Table 2. Y a n m t  E P p h a l S  by Alhrnat lve  fw U RoadleSS ArM. 

AUEWUES I Y  A U S S )  

A B C O E F G H I J K  L Y N O  - 
Nmmlldrnna IRoadleaaI 

R I m l t l v e / S a l p r l m l t l n  
R m a t l o n .  Vlwlnp, 
Ylnlmm Uae kern 3.0 3.5 3.3 .9 3.4 4.4 0 0 2.6 3.6 3.6 3 1.1 1.7 10.0 

I b m I I M u  l h .  ow.) 
Blp b.l Wlnhr Range .5 .5 .5 .5 .5 .5 0 0 1.0 2.0 2.0 .5 .5 .5 .l 

Ibm11dunas (D.nl0p.d) 
TIW wnt rim 

Wlldltt. and/or 
V l r l q  mmgannt. 
Y l n l u  u u  Ar.a due to 
s h q  S l o p n  ff 
R.pmstlon 
Robl0-J 6.4 6.7 6.9 9.3 6.8 5.8 0 0 1.1 5.1 5.1 9.7 8.5 8.5 .2 

U l l & n r .  
W n d a d  W l l d a r ~ a  0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 . 7 1 0 . 7  0 0 0 0 0 0 0 .......................................................................................................................... 
* Of  Ibmgannt E q h o r l S ,  

I b m t l d m r ,  
Dml0p.d - Oud. I t  3.2 3.2 3.2 3.9 3.2 2.5 0 0 1.7 1.5 1.5 2.0 3.2 3.2 0 

Drod. 5, 6.4 6.1 6.9 9.3 6.8 5.8 0 0 7.1 5.1 5.1 9.1 8.5 8.5 0 

Road1ns - Drsd. I :  7.5 1.5 7.5 6.8 1.5 8.4 0 0 9.0 9.2 9.2 8.1 7.5 1.5 10.1 
orad. 5, 4.3 4.0 3.8 1.4 3.9 4.9 0 0 3.6 5.6 5.6 1.0 2.2 2.2 10.1 

W n d e d  Ul1d.m". 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 . 7 1 0 . 7  0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

lDhl k..- &Id  n l l l  10.7 10.1 10.1 10.1 10.1 10.1 10.1 10.1 10.1 10.1 10.1 10.7 10.1 10.1 10.1 
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8 .  Impac t s  Gold H i l l  01668 

1. D e s i g n a t i o n :  Wi lde rness  
Management Emphasis: W i l d e r n e s s  

The Gold Hill r o a d l e s s  a r e a  i s  recommended f o r  w i l d e r n e s s  i n  i t s  
e n t i r e t y  i n  b o t h  A l t e r n a t i v e s  G and H. N o  o t h e r  a l t e r n a t i v e  
recommends w i l d e r n e s s  f o r  t h e  a r e a .  The re  a r e  no  s p e c i f i c  
g r o u n d - d i s t u r b  i n g  ioanagement a c t  i v i  t ies a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  
w i l d e r n e s s  a r e a s  a l t h o u g h  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  t h e s e  a r e a s  nay ,  
i n  i t s e l f ,  have e f f e c t s  on o t h e r  r e s o u r c c s  and u s e s .  

W i l d e r n e s s  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  w i l l  p r e s e r v e  t h e  e x i s t i n g  w i l d c r n e s s  
c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  t h e  a r e a .  The n a t u r a l n e s s  o f  t h e  a r e a  w i l l  b e  
m a i n t a i n e d  a l o n g  w i t h  the h i g h e r  s o l i t u d e  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  a v a i l a b l e  
i n  t h e  P a r s n i p  Creek d r a i n a g e .  P r i m i t i v e  r e c r e a t i o n  
o p p o r t u n i t i e s  w i l l  be  maximized and old-growth t i m b e r  w i l d l i f e  
h a b i t a t  w i l l  be  p r o t e c t e d .  

The re  a r e  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  10,000 acres of s u i t a b l e  t imber l and  i n  
t h e  Gold H i l l  a r e a .  O p p o r t u n i t i e s  t o  manage t h e  t imber  r e s o u r c e  
would b e  u n a v a i l a b l e  i n  A l t e r n a t i v e s  G and 14. O p p o r t u n i t i e s  t o  
manage f o r  t h e  moun ta in  p i n e  b e e t l e  t h r o u g h  s a l v a g e  h a r v e s t  would 
a l s o  n o t  be  a v a i l a b l e .  

Big game h a b i t a t  management for b o t h  summer and w i n t e r  r ange ,  by 
e i t h e r  b u r n i n g  o r  t i m b e r  h a r v e s t  would n o t  o c c u r  i n  w i l d e r n e s s .  
Although f o r a g e  c o u l d  n o t  b e  improved by d e l i b e r a t e  managcinent 
a c t i v i t i e s ,  w i l d e r n e s s  would p r o v i d e  s e c u r i t y  f o r  b i g  game by 
l i m i t i n g  a c c e s s  i n t o  t h e  a r e a .  

w i l d e r n e s s  w i l l  r e s t r i c t  t h e  e x p l o r a t i o n  f o r ,  and removal o f .  
m i n e r a l  r e s o u r c e s .  Under the W i l d e r n e s s  A c t ,  t h e  land would b e  
withdrawn from m i n e r a l  e n t r y  s i n c e  no  v a l i d  ruining c l a i m s  e x i s t .  
The e x i s t i n g  o i l  and g a s  leases would b e  honored ,  however. T h i s  
r e s t r i c t i o n  i s  n o t  c o n s i d e r e d  s i g n i f i c a n t  i n  t h a t  t h e  m i n e r a l  
p o t e n t i a l  i s  low and t h e  o i l  and g a s  p o t e n t i a l  i s  moderate .  I f  
t h e r e  is no d i s c o v e r y  when a l e a s e  e x p i r e s .  t h e n  t h e  land w i l l  be  
withdrawn from m i n e r a l  e n t r y .  

A c t i v i t i e s  p e r m i s s a b l e  i n  w i l d e r n e s s ,  when a u t h o r i z e d  by t h e  1964 
W i l d e r n e s s  A c t  or w i l d e r n e s s  management p l a n s ,  c a n  c o s t  more t h a n  
a c t i v i t i e s  i n  areas w i t h o u t  t h e  r e s t r i c t i o n s .  R e s t r i c t i o n s  a p p l y  
p r i m a r i l y  t o  mode o f  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n .  u s e  o f  cha insaws  i n  t h e  
w i l d e r n e s s ,  and removing s i g n s  of the i n t r u s i o n  a f t e r  p r o j e c t  
c o m p l e t i o n .  When p e r m i t t e d .  a c t i v i t i e s  s u c h  as m i n e r a l  
e x p l o r a t i o n ,  d i s e a s e  and p e s t  cont ro l ,  and f i r e  s u p p r e s s i o n ,  
would be  conduc ted  w h i l e  p r o t e c t i n g  t h e  w i l d e r n e s s  v a l u e s  which. 
i n  t u r n ,  r e q u i r e s  more t i m e ,  a d h e r e n c e  to more s t r i n g e n t  
r e q u i r e m e n t s ,  and more money b e i n g  s p e n t .  

S o c i a l  and economic e f f e c t s  would center around t h e  r e s o u r c e  
v a l u e s  o f  r e c r e a t i o n ,  w i l d l i f e .  w i l d e r n e s s ,  and t imber .  
S e m i p r i m i t i v e  r e c r e a t i o n  a c t i v i t i e s  s u c h  a s  h u n t i n g  i n  a r o a d l e s s  
s e t t i n g .  would c o n t i n u e .  Timberland would n o t  b e  a v a i l a b l e  i n  
A l t e r n a t i v e s  G and 11. t h u s  n o t  s u p p o r t i n g  t h e  wood p r o d u c t s  
i n d u s t r y .  
t h i s  management emphasis .  

Those p u b l i c s  v a l u i n g  w i l d e r n e s s  would be  s u p p o r t e d  by 

. 
. 

I .. 
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Gold H i l l  01668 
D e s i g n a t i o n :  Nonwilderness  (Road less) 
Management Emphases: P r i m i t i v e  R e c r e a t i o n .  S e m i p r i m i t i v e  

Nonmotorized Recreation, V i e w i n g .  and 
' Limited Use Areas 

Every A l t e r n a t i v e  e x c e p t  G and H d e s i g n a t e s  a p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  a r e a  
t o  these emphases. The f o l l o w i n g  c h a r t  d i s p l a y s  t h e  p e r c e n t  of  
t h e  a r e a  d e s i g n a t e d  t o  r o a d l e s s  management by a l t e r n a t i v e .  

P e r c e n t  of Area Des igna ted  for Road lees  Management 
By A l t e r n a t i v e  

0 
2.  

A B C D E F G H I J K L H N 0 

3 5  3 2  30 8 3 1  41 0 0 2 4  33 3 3  4 15 15 93 

0 

T h e r e  are few, i f  any. g r o u n d d i s t u r b i n g  management a c t i v i t i e s  
s p e c i f i c a l l y  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  r o a d l e s s  management. A c t i v i t i e s  a r e  
a s s o c i a t e d  p r i m a r i l y  w i t h  d i s p e r s e d  r e c r e a t i o n  i n c l u d i n g  h u n t i n g  
and f i s h i n g : .  

The r o a d l e s s  c h a r a c t e r  of  t h c  a r e a  w i l l  b e  m a i n t a i n e d  a s  w e l l  a s  
p r o v i d e  f o r  s e m i p r i m i t i v e  r e c r e a i t o n  o p p o r t u n i t i e s .  Old-growth 
t i m b e r  h a b i t a t  w i l l  also be m a i n t a i n e d  and s e c u r i t y  f o r  b i g  game 
w i l l  b e  p rov ided .  

L i k e  w i l d e r n e s s ,  r o a d l e s s  d e s i g n a t i o n s  r e q u i r e  s t i f f e r  
r e q u i r e m e n t s  f o r  c o n d u c t i n g  a c t i v i t i e s ,  r e q u i r e m e n t s  t h a t  a re  
d e s i g n e d  t o  p r o t e c t  t h e  q u a l i t i e s  i n h e r e n t  i n  a r o a d l e s s  
a l l o c a t i o n .  Res t r i c t ions  on access and mode o f  t r a v e l  a re  major 
l i m i t a t i o n s  for  c o n d u c t i n g  a c t i v i t i e s ,  o f t e n  making t h e  a c t i v i t y  
more e x p e n s i v e  t o  accompl i sh .  Such a c t i v i t i e s  c a n  i n c l u d e  
w i l d l i f e  and f i s h  h a b i t a t  improvements. m i n e r a l .  o i l  and gas  
exploration/development, i n s e c t  and d i s e a s e  c o n t r o l ,  and w i l d f i r e  
s u p p r e s s i o n .  

The s o c i a l / e c o n o m i c  b e n e f i t s  o f  t h e s e  emphases is a s s o c i a t e d  
p r i m a r i l y  w i t h  s e m i p r i m i t i v e  r e c r e a t i o n .  Because t i m b e r  
o p p o r t u n i t i e s  would b e  u n a v a i l a b l e  i n  t h e s e  emphases ,  t h e  t i m b e r  
i n d u s t r y  would n o t  b e  s u p p o r t e d .  

3. Designation: Nonwilderness  (Some Development) 
Management Emphasis: 

A l l  a l t e r n a t i v e s ,  e x c e p t  G and f l .  d e s i g n a t e  4% or more o f  t h e  
a r e a  (500 a c r e s )  t o  t h i s  nianagement emphasis.  A l t e r n a t i v e  I 
d e s i g n a t e s  1.000 acres ( 9 X )  w h i l e  A l t e r n a t i v e s  J and K d e s i g n a t e  
2.000 a c r e s  (18%) t o  t h i s  emphasis.  The i n t e n t  i s  t o  manage b i g  
game w i n t e r  r a n g e  h a b i t a t  f o r  t h e  b e n e f i t  of  e l k  and d e e r .  
P r e s c r i b e d  b u r n i n g  i s  t h e  pr imary management a c t i v i t y .  

The impact on t h e  w i l d e r n e s s  and r o a d l e e s  c h a r a c t e r  c a u s e d  by 
t h i s  emphas i s  is s h o r t  term i n  n a t u r e .  The n a t u r a l n e s s  of t h e  
area would be  a l t e r e d  s h o r t l y  a f t e r  b u r n i n g  b u t  v e g e t a t i v e  
r e c o v e r y  would make t h i s  a c t i v i t y  less a p p a r e n t  l a t e r  on. 

Big Game Winter Range 



c-197 

Gold H i l l  01668 
Impacts  on t h e  t i m b e r  and m i n e r a l  r e s o u r c e s  would b e  
i n s i g n i f i c a n t  i n  t h i s  emphasis.  

S o c i a l  and economic e f f e c t s  would be p r i n i a r i l y  one o f  s u p p o r t  o f  
t h o s e  p u b l i c s  v a l u i n g  w i l d l i f e  i n  t h e  a r e a .  0 

4. D e s i g n a t i o n :  .Nonwilderness  (Developed) 
Management Emphases: Big Game Winter Range Timber ,  B i g  Game 

Sunrmer Range Timber,  W i l d l i f e   timber,^ 
G r i z z l y  Timber. Timber O p t i m i z a t i o n .  
Timber V i e w i n g ,  Viewing Timber.  Minimum 
Uae d u e  t o  S t e e p  S l o p e s  or R e g e n e r a t i o n  

Problems. D 

Timber h a r v e s t  and a s s o c i a t e d  a c t i v i t i e s ,  such as road b u i l d i n g ,  
have Inore a f f e c t  on t h e  p h y s i c a l  and b i o l o g i c a l  environrscnt  t h a n  
and of t h e  o t h e r  f o r e s t  management a c t i v i t i e s .  The e x t e n t  o f  tlie 
e f f e c t s  a re  dependen t  on management regiincs selected.  

Each a l c e r n a t i v e  e x c e p t  G ,  H. and 0. d e s i g n a t e  a p o r t i o n  of tlie 
a r e a  t o  t h e s e  emphases. The f o l l o w i n g  c h a r t  d i s p l a y s  t h e  p e r c e n t  
o f  t h e  a r e a  d e s i g n a t e d  t o  deve lopmen ta l  a c t i v i t i e s ,  by 
a l t c r n a  t i v e .  

P e r c e n t  o f  Area D e s i g n a t e d  t o  Developmental  Act ivi t ies  
By A l t e r n a t i v e  

A B C D E F G H I J K L M N 0 

59 62  6 4  86 6 3  54 0 0 66  47 47 90 79 7 9  0 0 
Timber h a r v e s t  a c t i v i t e s ,  i n c l u d i n g  road b u i l d i n g ,  a re  s c h e d u l e d  
to o c c u r  i n  t h e  f i r s t  d e c a d e  i n  a11 A l t e r n a t i v e s  e x c e p t  G. 11. and 
0. ( S e e  T a b l e  3 which f o l l o w s  t h i s  d i s c u s s i o n ) .  Road miles 
b u i l t  t h e  f i r s t  d e c a d e  r ange  from 18 t o  23 m i l e s ,  depend ing  on 
t h e  a l t e r n a t i v e .  By t h e  f i f t h  d e c a d e ,  24 t o  40 miles would be  i n  
p l a c e ,  a g a i n  depend ing  on t h e  a l t e r n a t i v e .  

As t h e  area becomes deve loped .  tlie n a t u r a l n e s s  of t h e  a r e a  w i l l  
be  impacted by t i m b e r  c u t t i n g  u n i t s ,  r o a d s ,  and o t h e r  e v i d e n c e  of 
man's m o d i f i c a t i o n s .  P o r t i o n s  o f  t h e  area f a c e  o u t  i n t o  t h e  
Koocanusa R e s e r v o i r .  A c t i v i t i e s  conduc ted  a l o n g  t h e s e  s l o p e s  
would b e  h i g h l y  v i s i b l e  from t h e  R e s e r v o i r  and from Highway 37. 
Roading f o r e g o e s  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  c o n s i d e r  t h e  a r e a  f o r  
w i l d e r n e s s  by t h e  f i f t h  d e c a d e  and r e d u c e s  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  
p r i m i t i v e  r e c r e a t i o n  and e x p e r i e n c e s  o f  s o l i t u d e .  

Timber h a r v e s t  and r o a d s  c o u l d  r e s u l t  i n  a s h o r t - t e r m  r e d u c t i o n  
i n  b i g  gawe c o v e r  and s e c u r i t y .  A c t i v i t i e s  conduc ted  i n  b i g  game 
h a b i t a t  a r e  c o o r d i n a t e d  w i t h  w i l d l i f e  needs  and i n c l u d e  the 
c l o s u r e  o f  r o a d s  upon c o m p l e t i o n  o f  t h e  a c t i v i t y  and i n s u r i n g  
t h a t  a d e q u a t e  c o v e r  i s  l e f t .  Long-term b e n e f i t s  t o  w i l d l i f e  
i n c l u d e  m a i n t a i n i n g  and improving w i l d l i f e  f o r a g e .  
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Soc ia l  and economic effects a r e  r e l a t e d  p r imar i ly  t o  the  resource  
va lues  of t imber.  w i l d l i f e ,  wi lderness ,  and r ec rea t ion .  The 
harves t  of t imber i s  important t o  the  economic b a s e  of 
cormnunities i n  t h e  Fo res t s .  Timber from the Cold H i l l  roadless  
a rea  would c o n t r i b u t e  t o  the  economic base. Hunting experiences 
could be a l t e r e d  because of t h e  change i n  the  roodless  s e t t i n g  t o  
a roaded-natural  s e t t i n g .  Road c l o s u r e s  would r e t a i n  the  a r e a  
c l o s e r  t o  i t s  e x i s t i n g  cha rac t e r .  Those p u b l i c s  d e s i r i n g  
wi lderness  o r  road le s s  mangement f o r  the  a r e a  would not be  
supported by these  emphases. Concerns about impacts on big  gane 
and o the r  spec ie s  could be  r a i sed  by the  a c t i v i t i e s  scheduled i n  
these  emphases. but  would b e  addressed by e f f o r t s  t o  m i t i g a t e  the  
impec t s . 

, 
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Gold R i l l  (West) - XI176 State:  Montana 

Gross Acres: 10.200 U e t  Acres: io,zoa 0 
I. Description 

This area is located i n  the approximate center  of the Kootenai Forest. The 
area extends e a s t  from Pipe Creek b a d  encompassing Gold B i l l  and Lost Soul 
Mountains. 
t ra i lhead on the South Fork of Big Creek. 

The area is formed by the West Branch of the South Fork of Big Creek 
forming a basin on t he  e a s t  ha l f  bordered by Gold B i l l  i n  the Center and 
Lost Soul Mountain on the east .  
ha l f  typical ly  has 
a t  6,168 f e e t  elevation. 
e n t i r e  area is heavily forested. 

The roadless area is generally surrounded by fo re s t  management a c t i v i t i e s  
such a s  roads and clearcuts .  

The represented ecosystem types a r e  Douglas-fir Forest and Western Spruce 
Forest. 

The roadless area contains g r i z r l y  bear hab i t a t ,  though the  extent of the 
g r i zz ly  use i s  unknovn. 
and beaver. 
Creek a r e  one of the a t t r ac t ions  of the area. 

Recreation use i n  t h i s  area is considered l i g h t  and is primarily hunting i n  
the f a l l  (300 RVD's). 

Access t o  the area is provided by the Pipe Creek b a d  t o  the 

Noisy Creek dra ins  the west half .  The eas t  
gent le  slopes with Lost Soul Mountain the highest  point 

The w e s t  half  has s teeper  topography and the 

The area a l s o  contains moose. deer,  black bear, 
Beaver ponds along the  West Branch of the  South Fork of B i g  0 

11. 

A. 

B. 

C. 

Capability 

Natural In t eg r i ty  d Appearance 

The na tura l  i n t eg r i ty  is high with only a pr imit ive hiking t r a i l  up 
the West Branch of t h e  South Fork of Big Creek. 

Opportunities for  Solitude 

Opportunities for  so l i tude  a re  high, w i n g  t o  the dense vegetation 
throughout most of t h e  area and especial ly  i n  the Noisy Creek Canyon. 

Primitive h e r e a t i o n  Opportunities 

Recreation opportunities include hiking, hunting. and fishing. 
Crosscountry t r ave l  through dense fores t  i a  t h e  most challenging 
experience offered i n  the area. 

O t h e r  Features 

Water features,  beaver dams. and the  Noisy Creek Canyon a r e  t h e  area's  
special  features.  
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E. b n a g e a b i l i t y  and Boandariea Gold B i l l  (West) 01x176 

The ares  was or ig ina l ly  ident i f ied i n  the BARE I inventory. A t  t h a t  
t i m e .  the  recommendation wsa  fo r  a non-vilderneee c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  w i t h  
most of the area al located t o  developmental uses. During the RARE I1 
inventory. Gold B i l l  (West) was par t  of the la rger  Gold H i l l  rosdless  
area but during the 1983 inventory, the area was divided i n t o  two 
because of developments tha t  had occurred i n  t h e  interim. The 
following adjustments r e f l e c t  only those made t o  Gold H i l l  (West); 
Gold B i l l  is discursed aa a separate area. -- 

29400 29400 BILBg I inventory 

-3000 -3000 Areas affected by timber s a l e s  

-1700 -1700 Areas i n  intermingled 
ownership which diminishes 
wilderness po ten t i a l  

-1200 -1 200 Areas t h a t  a r e  i n  a 
configuration uhich would make 
an unsui table  wilderness 

-1 800 -1 800 Acres of pr iva te  land 

4 9 0 0  4900  Acres t h a t  a r e  now a par t  of 
Gold H i l l  ( s ee  sect ion on Gold 
E i l l )  

10200 10200 1983 roadless inventory 

The nonconforming uses tha t  would conf l i c t  with a wilderness 
c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  for  t he  area a r e  the axiat ing o i l  6 gas leases.  

The boundary is not well-defined on the northern portion. 
corresponding t o  timber s a l e  a c t i v i t i e s .  The western boundary is 
fomed by pr iva te  lands while the aouthern edge conforms t o  more 
eas i ly  ident i f ied  topographic features. Some opportunity exists t o  
move the boundaries t o  more definable and recognirsble topographic 
features.  

111. Avai lab i l i ty  

A. Signi f icant  hsoarce Potent inla  

1. %creation 

The area ha8 the po ten t i a l  t o  provide about 3.600 BVD'a of 
wilderness recreat ion per year. Current use i s  estimated t o  be 
300 RVD's. 
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Wildlife and Fish Gold B i l l  (West) 01.176 

The area contains g r i zz ly  bear. whi te ta i l  and mule deer,  and 
moose habi ta t .  
This area encompasses the West Branch of the South Fork of B i g  
Creek which contains cu t throa t  and possible brook trout.  
Creek and a few small t r i b u t a r i e s  t o  P i p e  Creek on the south half  
may support res ident  t rou t .  

Timber 

There a r e  about 9.900 acres of su i tab le  timber land capable of 
producing more than 20 cubic f e e t  per acre  per year of timber 
grWth. Approximately 25 percent of t h i s  timberland is located 
on slopes g rea t e r  than 55 percent. These steep slope a reas  a r e  
primarily located on the  western portion of the roadless a rea  
(Noisy Creek). In the  eastern portion of t h e  roadless area (West 
Branch of the South Fork of Big Creek) slopes range form 20 t o  55 
percent. b a d  building w i l l  be l e s s  cos t ly  and d i f f i c u l t  i n  chis 
portion. Tractor logging w i l l  be permissable on slopes less thnn 
40 percent which make up approximately half  of the land area i n  
the West Branch portion. 

Most of the b ig  game habi ta t  is summer range. 

Noisy 

2. 

3. 

B. Other Resources 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

There a r e  no l ivestock grazing allotments i n  the area and the 
grazing po ten t i a l  i s  a l l  t ranr i tory .  

Minerals 

The mineral po ten t i a l  i s  lw and the o i l  and gas poten t ia l  is 
moderate. 

Cultural  Resources 

There i s  one known h i s t o r i c  c u l t u r a l  s i te  ident i f ied i n  the area 
but no ident i f ied  prehis tor ic  sites. Based upon surveys done i n  
s imi la r  areas,  the probabi l i ty  of sites occurring is considered 
low. 

Water 

hean annual p rec ip i t a t ion  for  the area is about 32 inches varying 
from 26 t o  40 inches depending on elevation. 
percent of t h i s  mount  can be expected t o  show up as streamflov. 
Penk rIJnOff i s  general ly  i n  June. 
streams except during the higher spring runoff period. 

Only 25 t o  40 

Water qua l i ty  is high i n  these 
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C. Resource Si tuat ion Cold B i l l  (West) 01x176 
Table 1 

Unit C- -unit 

Gross Acres Acres 10200 0 
Net Acres Acres 10200 

Recreat ion 
Semiprim. Nonmotor. RVDs 

Range 
Sui table  Acres Acres 
A m  A m  

Timber 
Tentative Sui table  Acres 
Standing Volume HWBF 

Corridora 
Existing 6 Potent ia l  No. 

Wildlife - %E 
Grizzly Bear Eabi ta t  

S i tua t ion  1 Acres 
Si tua t ion  2 Acres 
Si tuat ion 3 Acres 

Wildlife - Big Game (Elk, Dear) 

Summer Range Total  Acres 
Winter Range Total  Acres 

Special  Uses Existing No. 

Existing Pac i lit i e s  No. 

300 Signif icant  Fisher ies  
Stream Miles Miles - 
Stream Eabitat  Acres - 
Lakes No. - 0 

0 Lake Habitat Acres - 
Water Developments 

9900 Kxisting No. 0 
75 

0 

- 
1700 - 

9700 
0 

0 

0 

Minerals 
Bard rock Pot ent  i a  1 

Very High Acres 
E i g h  Acres 
Moderate Acres 
LOV Acres 

Mining Claims No. 
O i l  6 Gas Potent ia l  

Very Eigh Acres 
Eigh Acres 
Moderate Acres 
L w  Acres 
UIlknOWU Acres 

Leases No. 
Leased Acres Acres 

O i l  6 Gas Leases 

- 
10200 

0 

4 
10200 

t 

D. Il.lo.gcunt Considerations 

1. Land Use Iluthorirationo 

There a r e  no special  uaes i n  t h e  area. O i l  6 gas leases exist. 

2. F i r e  

r - The area has had low f i r e  occurrence i n  the last 20 years ( 2  .. 
f i r e s ) .  
a heavy acculation of downed woody material. 

The cur ren t  f u e l s  s i t ua t ion  is dense conifer  stands with 
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Gold B i l l  (West) 01x176 
3. Inaect and Disease 

Almost the e n t i r e  area contains lodgepole pine including stands 
of mature  lodgepole pine vhich a r e  susceptible t o  mountain pine 
bee t le  infestat ion.  Only minor insect a c t i v i t y  is occurring a t  
present (1983). 

4. lon-Federal I .ada 

There a r e  no pr iva te  lands in  the defined area. 
. 

I V .  Reed 

A. Proximity t o  Other Wilderness and t o  Popmlstion Centers 

The area i s  20 a i r  m i l e s  north of t h e  exis t ing Cabinet Ilountains 
Wilderness. 
(220 miles) a r e  t h e  nearest  population centers.  

Contribution t o  Itations1 Wilderness Preservation System 

This area i s  representat ive of the Cabinet-Yank Grizzly Bear Ecosystem 
which is uncommon i n  the exis t ing wilderness system. 

Spokane. Washington (170 miles) and Missoula. Montana 

B. 

C. Public In t e re s t  

Gold B i l l  (West) was eveluated during RARE I and recommended f o r  
non-vilderness. During the public comment period for  the Big Creek 
Planning Unit. no expressions of pro-vilderness for  the Gold B i l l  
(West) area were voiced. 
support for wildernesa. 

There have been no recent expressions of 

V. Alternatives and Enviro-tal Consequences 

A. Il.nagement Prescr ipt ion Aaaigrment by Alternative 

h l t i p l e  use management prescr ipt ions vere grouped i n t o  categories  
(management emphases) vhich have s imi la r  impacts on the  vi lderness  and 
roadless resources. The following t ab le  displays hov the roadless 
area acreage was designated i n  each al ternat ive.  I n  addition. the 
summary of management emphasis fur ther  def ines  the r a t e  of development 
tha t  is expected t o  occur i n  some a l t e rna t ives  a s  v e l 1  a s  the future  
disposi t ion of the inventoried roadless area. 



T e l e  2. Managmnt  Emphasis by Alternatlva f f f  h k U L U S i  R&leSS k o a .  

ALEWLWS I M  Acre11 

L M N O  A B C O E F G H I J K  - 
)lOnwlldermss IRoodlsrrl 

Recmatlon. Vlsvlng, 
Mlnlnum Use Areas 3.7 3.7 3.7 0 3.7 5.4 0 0 1.4 0 0 0 3.7 3.7 10.2 

P ~ l m l t l v s f S ~ l p r l n l t I r s  

nOnilld.rmss (Sa Omlopmt) 

I(onrlldamsr lD.wlop.dl 

Specla1 I"tK0St k e r n  0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 . 2 1 . 2  0 0 0 0 

Tl*er Harvest W l t h  
N I l d l l t e  and/or 
Vlslrlng Manap-nt, 
MInIrnu~ Use Areas due t o  
Stan$ Slopes or 
Regeneratlon 
P r c b l m  6.Y 6.Y 6.S 10.2 6.5 4.8 0 0 8.8 9.0 9.0 10.2 6.5 6.5 0 

0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 . 2 1 0 . 2  0 0 0 0 0 0 0 ........................................................................................................................... 
s u a r ,  Of  t b n a p r m t  E q h a l l l :  

I b m i l l d e r ~ s s  
Oereloped - Decade 1: 3.6 3.6 3.6 0 3.6 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 3.6 0 0 

Decade 5: 6.5 6.) 6.5 10.2 6.5 b.8 0 0 8.8 9.0 9.0 10.2 6.5 6.5 0 

ROadleSs - Decade I: 6.6 6.6 6.6 10.2 6.6 10.2 0 0 10.2 9.0 9.0 10.2 6.6 6.6 10.2 
Decade 5: 3.7 3.7 3.7 0 3.7 5.4 0 0 1.4 1.2 1.2 0 3.7 3.7 10.2 

Res-ndd WIldemsrr 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 . 2 1 0 . 2  0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Total AVH- 6old HI11 West 10.2 10.2 10.2 10.2 10.2 10.2 10.2 10.2 10.2 10.2 10.2 10.2 10.2 10.2 10.2 c CL 
0 
Cn 



B. Impacts 

1. Designation: Wilderness 
Management Ihphasis: Wilderness 
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Gold H i l l  (West( 01x176 

The Gold H i l l  (West) roadless area i s  designated wilderness i n  
i t s  en t i r e ty  i n  Alternatives G and 8. No other  a l te rna t ive  
recommends wilderness for  t h e  area. There a r e  no spec i f ic  
grounddis turbing management a c t i v i t i e s  associated wi th  
wildernesa areas although the establishment of these areas may. 
i n  i t s e l f ,  have e f f e c t s  on other resources and uses. 

Wilderness c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  w i l l  preserve the ex is t ing  vilderness 
cha rac t e r i s t i c s  of the  area. The naturalness of t h e  area vi11 be 
maintained along with the opportunities f o r  sol i tude avai lable  
v i t h i n  the area. 
maintained. especial ly  the hiking and hunting opportunities 
avai lable  along the South Fork of Big Creek. Old-grwth timber 
hab i t a t  for  v i l d l i f e  vould a l so  be leaintained. 

There a r e  about 9,900 sc re s  of su i t ab le  timberland located within 
the area. In  Alternst ives  G and 8. opportuni t ies  t o  manage the 
timher resource would be foregone. This includes the harvest of 
lodgepole infested by the mountain pine beetle.  

Grizzly bear habi ta t  (Si tuat ion 2) is located i n  t h i s  roadless 
area. Wilderness management would provide secur i ty  for  the bear 
by prohibit ing roading, thereby reducing increases i n  human 
ac t iv i ty .  However. opportunities t o  increase forage through 
burning and timber harvest would not occur. 

Opportunities t o  manage big game summer range using timber 
harvest would a l so  be foregone, thus l imit ing the production of 
forage. However, wilderness w i l l  provide secur i ty  by l imiting 
access i n t o  the ares.  

Wilderness w i l l  r e s t r i c t  the exploration fo r ,  and removal of, 
mineral resources. Under the Wilderness A c t ,  the land vould be 
withdrawn from mineral entry since no val id  mining claims ex is t .  
The exis t ing  o i l  and gas leases would be honored, however. This 
r e s t r i c t i o n  i s  not considered s ign i f i can t  i n  tha t  the mineral 
po ten t ia l  is low and the o i l  and gas po ten t i s l  is moderate. I f  
there  is no discovery when a lease expires,  then the land w i l l  be 
withdrawn from mineral lessing. 

Act iv i t ies  permissable i n  wildernese. vhen authorized by t h e  1964 
Wilderness Ac t  o r  vi lderness  management plans,  can cost  more than 
a c t i v i t i e s  i n  a ress  vi thout  the r e s t r i c t ions .  Restr ic t ions apply 
primarily t o  mode of transportation. u s e  of chainsaws i n  the 
wilderness. and removing signs of the in t rus ion  a f t e r  project  
completion. 
exploration, disease and pest  control ,  and f i r e  suppression, 
would be conducted vh i l e  protecting the wilderness values vhich. 
i n  turn, requires  more t ime .  adherence t o  more s t r ingent  
requirements. and more money being spent. 

Primitive recreat ion opportunities w i l l  be 

When permitted. a c t i v i t i e s  such a s  mineral 
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Social  and economic e f f e c t s  vould center  around the resource 
vnlues of recreation. v i l d l i f e .  vi lderness ,  and timber. 
Semi-primitive recreat ion a c t i v i t i e s  such a s  hunting i n  a 
roadless se t t ing .  would continue. 
avai lable  i n  Alternatives G and 8, t h u s  not supporting the wood 
products industry. Those publics vnluing vi lderness  vould be 
supported by thin management emphasis. 

Timberland vould not be 

2. Desbutim: i loai lderneaa (Pordlass) 
Il.n.gaent Eaphasear P r i d t i v a  Recreation. S s r i - p r j u i t i v e  

n - to r i4  &creation. Viewing. and 
Limited Use Areas 

&ch a l t e rna t ive ,  except Alternatives D, G, H. J. K, and L 
designated a portion of the aren t o  these mnnagement emphases. 
The folloving char t  displays the percent of t he  area designated 
t o  roadless management. 

Percent of Are. Desipa ted  t o  P o d l e s s  Il .augacnt 
By Alternative 

A B C D E P C E I J K L I4 A 0 

36 36 36 0 36 52 0 0 13 0 0 0 36 36 100 

There a r e  few. i f  any. grounddis turbing management a c t i v i t i e s  
spec i f icn l ly  associated with rondlessaess. 
associated primarily with dispersed recreat ion including hunting 
and fishing. 

The roadlees character  of the area w i l l  be  maintained i n  these 
emphases a s  rill the pr imit ive nnd semi-primitive recreat ion 
opportunities.  
g r i zz ly  hab i t a t  w i l l  be protected. 
provided. 

Like vilderness ,  roadless designations require  s t i f f e r  
requirements for  conducting a c t i v i t i e s ,  requirements t h a t  a r e  
designed t o  pro tec t  the q u a l i t i e s  inherent i n  a roadless 
a l locat ion.  Restr ic t ions on access and mode of t r ave l  a r e  major 
l imi ta t ions  f o r  conducting s c t i v i t i e a ,  o f ten  making the a c t i v i t y  
more expensive t o  accomplish. 
w i l d l i f e  nnd f i s h  habi ta t  improvements. mineral. o i l  and gas 
explorntion/devclopment, insect  and disease cont ro l ,  and wi ld f i r e  
suppression. 

The social and economic e f f e c t s  are primarily the  bene f i t s  of 
semi-primitive recreat ion opportunities.  Timber vould not be 
ava i lab le  for  harvest i n  these emphases. 

Ac t iv i t i e s  a r e  

Old-grovth timber hab i t a t  w i l l  be maintained and 
Security f o r  big game w i l l  be 

Such ac t iv i t ies  can include 

J .- 
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Gold B i l l  (Yest) 01x176 
3. Designation: Eoawilderness (Developed) 

-aeat Ilrphasesr Big Game Yintar hag8 Timber, Big G a m  
8-r &age TLber. Wildlife Timber, 
Grirs ly  Thber, Timber O p t t i r a t i o n .  
ILber Viewiw, V i e w i n g  T h b e r .  H i a h  
Use due t o  Steep Slopes or - a e r a t i o n  
Problmu. 

Timber harvest  and associated a c t i v i t i e s .  such as road building. 
have more a f f e c t  on t h e  physical and biological  environnant than 
any of the other  fo re s t  management a c t i v i t i e s .  The extent  of the 
e f f e c t s  a r e  dependent on management regimes selected.  
a l te rna t ive ,  except Alternat ives  G, E. and 0. designate s port ion 
of the area t o  these emphases. 
percent of the area designated f o r  developmental activities i n  
each a l t e rna t ive  . 

Each 

The following char t  displays the 

Percent of the  k o a  Designated for Developmeatal Ac t iv i t i e s  
By Altarnative 

A B c D H P C E I J I L I4 E 0 

63 63 63 100 63 47 0 0 86 88 88 100 63 63 0 

Development i s  scheduled t o  occur i n  the f i r s t  decade i n  
Alternatives A, B, C. E, M. and N. (See Table 3 a t  the end of 
t h i s  discussion). I n  the other Alternatives,  development w i l l  
occur e i t h e r  by the th i rd  or f i f t h  decade. 
expected t o  be b u i l t  t o  develop the area range from 19 t o  57 
miles. depending on t h e  a l te rna t ive .  

A s  development occurs, the naturalness of the area w i l l  be 
impacted by harvest  un i t s .  roads. and other evidences of m u ' s  
modifications. Boading foregoes the opportunity t o  consider t h e  
area for  wilderness i n  the long-term and reduces the opportunity 
for  pr imit ive recreat ion and experiences of sol i tude.  

Timber harvest and roads could r e s u l t  i n  a short-term reduction 
i n  big game cover and securi ty .  
hab i t a t  a r e  coordinated with w i l d l i f e  needs and include the 
closure of roads upon cosplet ion of the a c t i v i t y  and insuring 
t h a t  adequate cover is l e f t .  Long-term bene f i t s  t o  w i l d l i f e  
include maintaining and improving wi ld l i fe  forage. 

Miles of road 

Act iv i t ies  conducted i n  big game 
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Gold B i l l  (West) 01x176 

limber management a c t i v i t i e s  can d i r ec t ly  a f f ec t  the gr izz ly  
population i n  the short-term by logging a c t i v i t i e s  and the long 
term by road access i n t o  a roadless aras. kcess in to  t h e  area 
could displace the bear and increase the opportunity for  
huourn/bear encountero. Timber manageent a c t i v i t i e s .  i f  w e l l  
coordinated. can produce benefi ts  by producing more des i rab le  
forage for  g r i z z l i e s  through ce r t a in  timber harvest and s i te  
preparation prsct iceo such as small c learcute  and broadcast 
burning instead of t r a c t o r  pil ing.  
timely manner t o  minimize humrrnlbear encounters and displacement. 

Social  and economic e f f e c t s  are re lated primarily t o  the resource 
values of timber. w i ld l i f e ,  wilderness, and recreation. The 
harvest of timber i s  important t o  t h e  economic base of 
communities i n  the Forest. Timber from the  Gold B i l l  (West) 
roadleaa area vould contr ibute  t o  t h e  economic base. 
experiences could be a l t e r ed  because of t he  change i n  the 
roadless s e t t i ng  t o  a roaded-natural set t ing.  
would r e t a i n  the area c lose r  t o  i t s  exis t ing character.  Those 
publics des i r ing  wilderness or roadlees mangement f o r  t h e  area 
vould not be supported by these emphases. 
on gr izz ly  bear, big game, and other  species could be raised by 
the a c t i v i t i e s  scheduled i n  these emphases, but would be 
addressed by e f f o r t s  t o  mitigate  the impacts. 

Roads vould be closed i n  a 

Bunting 

Road closures  

Concerns about impacts 



Tale 3. Oredal  Outputs by  A l t a m s t l v s  for  R&less Area. 

&LrmAuu 

OEUDE A B C 0 E F G H I J K I I4 N 0 

Roc. wilderness I4Acrsr 0 0 0 0 0  0 10.2 10.2 0 0 0 - 0  0 0 0 

R o s d l M S  N k r o s  3.7 3.7 3.7 0 3.7 5.4 0 0 1.4 0 0 0 3.7 3.7 10.2 

Recraat Ion 
PrldYa!prh.mmr 1 5  i s  17 8 18 35 31 31 6 0 0 0 21 I 5  40 

k i p r i m .  mtor.mms 32 m 21) 37 n 1 0 0 43 485 485 50 21 32 1 

T1.b.r 
6.5 6.5 6.5 9.9 6.5 4.8 0 0 8.8 9.0 9.0 9.9 6.5 6.5 0 fultable Wres 

VOlYma (IWF) 1 4.0 4.0 4.0 0 4.0 0 0 0  0 0 0  0 4.0 4.0 0 
3 0 0 0  0 0  0 0 0  0 0 0 . 0 3 0  0 0 
5 0 0 0 52.9 0 0 0 0 52.9 .03 .03 53.0 0 0 0 

0 3.6 3.6 0 
3 0 0 0  0 0 0  0 0  0 0 0 . 0 5 0  0 0 
5 0 0 0 3.6 0 0 0 0 7.3 .03 .03 3.6 0 0 0 

0 0 0  0 0 0  H a a s t  k r -  - W e s  1 3.6 3.6 3.6 0 3.6 

Road. 
Roods Constructed 
F l rst  Orade - MIIes 19 19 19 0 19 0 0 0 0 0 0  0 19 19 0 

Total Rood Ml les  
waded by F l f t h  
k e d s  - M11.S 19 19 19 57 19 19 0 0 50 21 21 14 30 19 0 

Grlzzly Bear 
U l l d l I f e  - TLE 

b b l t o t  N k m  
I./O r t l v l t y l  0 0 0 0 0 1.7 1.7 1.7 1.4 1.2 1.2 0 0 0 1.7 

111611fa - Blg G a m  
S u m r  Range M k r n  2.8 1.5 2.0 .2 1.7 .2 0 0 1.2 6.6 6.6 2.8 .6 2.8 0 

w1nt.r Range uAcre* 0 0 0  0 0  0 0 0  0 0 0 0 0 0  0 
0 
I 
N 
P 
P 
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K - U I  W I O U A L  PORKST 

Berray Mountain - 01672 0 State:  Montana 

Cross Acres: 8.600 Iht Acres: 8.300 

I. Description 

Located on the eas t  s ide  of Bull  River. t h i s  area generally lies between 
t h e  South and East Forks of t he  B u l l  River and is accessible  from the Bull 
Lake Road (S ta te  Highway 5 6 ) .  

This roadless area is characterized as a high elevation ridgetop nett ing,  
with steep c l i f f s  present on t he  southern and western end. 
Mountain (6.150 f ee t )  is the highest  point i n  the area. The northern 
portion contains forested lands but  the remainder is generally sparsely 
forested. Berray Creek. Baker Gulch. and numerous small t r i b u t a r i e s  of t he  
Bull River drain t h i s  area. 

The area is surrounded t o  the north and eas t  by developments such as roads 
and timber cut t ing  uni ts .  Pe l l ick  Ridge (pa r t  of the Scotchmn Peaks 
roadless area,  #662) lies t o  the south and west. separated by the B u l l  Lake 
Road and Bull  River. 

Berray 

The ecosystem represented include Douglas-fir and Cedar Hedock Pine 
Forests. 

h i n t i n g  use is primarily hunting i n  the f a l l  and viewing wi ld l i f e  from the  
B u l l  Lake Road. 
the Forest t o  view wintering mountain sheep. elk. and deer. 

Berray Mountain is considered perhaps the bes t  place on 0 
11. Capability 

A. Hatural In tegr i ty  a d  Appearance 

Natural in tegr i ty  and appearance is good with t h e  exception of the 
recently ac t ive  Berray Mountain Lookout and several  miles of ex is t ing  
t r a i l .  

B. Opportnnities f o r  Sol i tude 

Opportunities f o r  so l i t ude  are good i n  Berray Creek but poor on t he  
south and vest facing s lopes looking in to  the Bull  River Valley. 

C. Primitive Bacreatiom Opportmnitiaa 

Good opportunities for  pr imit ive recreat ion e x i s t  such as hiking. 
camping. and wi ld l i f e  observation. 
rock climbing and w i l d l i f e  photography. 

Challenging experiences include 

D. Other Feature. 

Special features  include the bighorn sheep herd and gr izz ly  habi ta t .  
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-E. u e a b i l i t y  and Bwndnries Berrny Hen. 01672 

Berrny Hountnin was evaluated i n  the 1979 EAIlJl 11 Fina l  EIS and 
recommended fo r  non-wilderness uaes. Since 1979. there  have been no 
changes i n  the  boundary of t h e  area although t h e  acres have been 
ndjusted as shown belov. 

Cross uet 
ktu &zaa 

8612 8232 BABg I1 inventory 

8600 8300 1983 roadless inventory 

Uonconforming uses include the  Berray Mountain Lookout, 300 acres  of 
privnte  land locnted  on the  north nnd east edge of the  area and 
ex is t ing  o i l  h gns leasea. 

The Roadless area is primarily n ridgctop mettiag with steep slopes on 
t h e  south nnd west s i d e s  resu l t ing  i n  e n s i l y  i den t i f inb le  boundariea. 
The northern and eas te rn  edges vould he more d i f f i c u l t  t o  ident i fy  
because of t h e i r  midalope position. 

111. Avai labi l i ty  

A. Signi f icant  Resource P o t m t i n l s  

1. Recreation 

It is  estimated t h a t  the  area could provide 2,500 RVD's of 
wilderness recreat ion per year.  Current use is estimated t o  be  
500 RVD'S. 

2. Y i l d l i f c  

The area contains bighorn sheep. w h i t e t a i l  deer ,  mule deer  and 
e lk  winter rnnge, and g r ix r ly  hnbitat .  
cur ren t ly  managed by the  uae of both broadcast and urder-burning. 

Big gnme hab i t a t  is 

3. Iimber 

The timber productivity of the nren is considered poor on the  
southern half  and good on the  northern and enstern t i p s .  
Apprmimately 3.700 acre8 of taa ta t ive ly  s u i t a b l e  land n r e  
contained within t h e  roadless nrea. primnrily located on the  
northern t ip .  
g ren ter  than 55%. 
cost ly .  

Over 95% of the  timberland i n  located on slopes 
Road construct ion would be d i f f i c u l t  and 

Timber harvesting would requi re  cable  or  he l icopter  
logging * 

B. Other Besources 

1. Fioh 

.. - 

Uomnjor f ishery occurs i n  the  area. 

0 



2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 
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b n g e  Berray an .  01672 

There a r e  no l ivestock grazing allotments i n  the area and the  
grazing po ten t i a l  is a l l  t rans i tory  range. 

Minerals 

The mineral po ten t i a l  is low and the o i l  and gas po ten t i a l  is 
moderate. 

Cultmral Basource 

One h i s t o r i c  c u l t u r a l  s i te,  the Berray Mountain Lookout is known 
t o  ex is t .  There have been no prehis tor ic  sites located but 
surveys done i n  s i m i l a r  locations on t h e  Forest ind ica te  tha t  the 
probabi l i ty  of s i t e s  occurring i s  low. 

Water 

Mean annual prec ip i ta t ion  for  t h e  area var ies  from 35 t o  100 
inches depending on elevation. Runoff from t h e  area would vary 
from 12 t o  55 inches. again depending on elevation. While 
streams in t h i s  area can be axpected t o  peak i n  June ,  t h i s  area 
a l s o  experiences the m i d r i n t e r  rain-on-snow storms which have 
caused considerable damage i n  the past. 

C. B ~ E O I I ~ C ~  Si tua t ion  Berray M t a .  01672 
Table 1 

t C m  Unit 
Gross Acres 
Net Acres 

Acres 
Acres 

Recreation 
Semiprim. Nonmotor. RVDs 

Rang e 
Suitable Acres Acres 
A U b  AuHa 

Timber 
Tentative Sui table  Acres 
Standing Volume HneF 

Corridors 
Existing 6 Potent ia l  No. 

Wildlife - T&E 
G r  izz l y  Bear Habit a t  

Si tuat ion 1 Acres 
Si tuat ion 2 Acres 
Si tuat ion 3 Acres 

8300 

500 

0 
0 

3700 
31  

0 

8300 - - 
Wildlife - Big Game (Elk. Deer, 

Sheep) 
Summer Range Total  Acres le00 
Winter Range Total  Acres 4400 

Special Uses Existing No. 0 
Existing F a c i l i t i e s  No. 0 

Signif icant  F isher ies  
Stream Miles Miles 0 
Stream Habitat Acres 0 
Lakes No. 0 
Lake Labi ta t  Acres 0 

Existing No. 0 
Water Developments 

Minera 1s 
Hardrock Potent ia l  

Very Eigh Acres 
High Acres 
Moderate Acres 
LOW Acres 8300 

Mining Claims No. 0 

Very High Acres - 
Eigh Acres - 
noderate Acres 8360 
L w  Acres - 
Unknown Acres - 
Leases No. 4 
Leased Acres Acres 8300 

O i l  & Gas Potent ia l  

O i l  & Gas Leases 



C-216 

D. hnngement Considerat ions Berray Htn. 01672 

1. hod Use Author iza t ions  

There a r e  no s p e c i a l  uses .  O i l  h gas  l e a s e s  e x i s t .  

2. F i r e  

The f i r e  h i s t o r y  is a low occurrence (no  f i r e s  i n  t h e  l a s t  10 yea r s )  
end t h e  f u e l s  s i t u a t i o n  i s  c o n i f e r  s t ands  w i t h  t h i c k  downed, woody 
mnte r i a l  88 ground f u e l s  on t h e  nor thern  p o r t i o n  and spa r se  f u e l s  on 
the  southern face.  

3. I n s e c t  and Disease 

About 10% of t h e  a r e a  c o n t a i n s  mature lodgepole p i n e  t h a t  i s  
s u s c e p t i b l e  t o  Mountain P ine  Beetle bu t  t h e r e  is no i n s e c t  s c t i v i t y  i n  
t h e  a r e s  a t  p re sen t  (1983).  

4. Won-Federal Lands 

"here a r e  300 a c r e s  of p r i v a t e  land located on t h e  no r the rn  and 
e a s t e r n  edge. 

IV. need 

A. Proximity t o  Other Wilderness and to  Popula t ion  Centers  

The Berray Mountain road le s s  are8 is approximately 105 m i l e s  from Spokane, 
Washington and 3 m i l e s  west of t h e  Cabinet Mountains Wilderness which i s  
now g e t t i n g  more than 18.000 annual  RVD's. 
i nc re s se  and t h e  t rend  i s  p ro jec t ed  t o  cont inue.  

B. Contr ibut ion  to National Wilderness P rese rva t ion  System 

This  s r e a  i s  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  of t h e  Cabinet-Yank Gr izz ly  Bear Ecosystem 
wbich is uncommon i n  t h e  e x i s t i n g  wi lderness  system. 

C. Publ ic  I n t e r e s t  

During t h e  BARE I1 pub l i c  comment per iod ,  over  1,300 people  commented on 
t h e  area. most of whom (87%) opposed 8 wilderness  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  f o r  t h e  
area.  EAEE I1 recommended non-wi~derness .  During t h e  Unit  Planning 
process.  no d i r e c t  comments were rece ived  concerning t h e  wi lderness  i s s u e  
nor have t h e r e  been r ecen t  expres s ions  favoring a wi lderness  i n  t h e  ares. 

This  u se  i s  beginning t o  

V. Alternatives and Bnvironmental Conaeqoences 

A. 

Mult ip le  use  management p r e s c r i p t i o n s  were grouped i n t o  c a t e g o r i e s  
(management emphases) which have s imilar  impacts on t h e  wi lderness  and 
road le s s  resources .  The fol lowing t a b l e  d i s p l a y s  how t b e  r o a d l e s s  area 
acreage was des igna ted  i n  each a l t e r n a t i v e .  
a a n a g m n t  emphasis f u r t h e r  d e f i n e s  t b e  rate of development t h s t  i s  
expected t o  occur  i n  some a l t e r n a t i v e s  a8 w e l l  a8 t h e  f u t u r e  d i s p o s i t i o n  of 
t h e  inventor ied  r o a d l e s s  a rea .  

Mawarlot P r e s c r i p t i o n  Assiglmcnt by Alternative 

I n  add i t ion .  t h e  summary o f  



Table 2. Manag-nt Emphasis by A l h m d l v e  for Roadlass Area. 

, L E E U E S  I Y  Acres) 

A B C D E F G H I J K L W N O  
v 
l l ~ n ~ i i o r n ~ ~  (madless) 

Prlnl  t Ir./%mlpr 1.1 t I”. 
Recreation, V l a l n g ,  
Ylnlmun Use Areas .4 .4 .4 .4 .4 1.2 0 0 .b 0 0 0 .1 .4 3.8 

m n . l l d r m .  (h. Owelopsnt) 
810 Gama Ulnter Range .4 .4 .4 .4 .4 .4 0 0 5.b 5.8 5.8 .4 .4 .4 4.5 

l l o n r l l d o r m s  (D.nloped) 
TInber Harvest Ul th  

W l l d l l i a  and/or 
V l n l n g  Yanageunt, 
Y l n l u m  Use Areas due to 
Steep S l o p s  or 
Repnora t  Ion 
Problems 7.5 7.5 7.5 7.5 7.5 6.7 0 0 2.1 2.5 2.5 7.9 7.5 7.5 0 

Wlldsrm, 
R r o l m d e d  U I l d e r n a r  0 0 0 0 0 0 8 . 3 8 . 5  0 0 0 0 0 0 0 ........................................................................................................................... 

krsr), of Usnagmmnt Eqhar ls!  

W a l l d r n a r  
D0v.lop.d -0eCed. 1 ,  0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 .8 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Decade 5: 7.5 7.5 7.5 7.5 7.5 6.7 0 0 2.1 2.5 2.5 7.9 7.5 7.5 0 

Rowleis - Decade I: 8.3 8.3 8.3 8.3 8.3 8.3 0 0 7.5 8.3 8.3 8.3 8.3 8.3 8.3 
Decade 5: 0.4 0.4 0.4 0.4 0.4 1.6 0 0 6.2 5.8 5.8 0.4 0.8 0.8 8.3 

R-rded Wlldermss 0 0 0 0 0 0 8 . 3 8 . 3  0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Total k e s -  8.rray Wn. 8.3 8.3 8.3 8.3 8.3 8.3 8.3 8.3 8.3 8.3 8.3 8.3 8.3 8.3 8.3 
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B. I q a c t s  Berray Htn. 01672 

1. Designation! Wildernea6 
Management EPphasis: Wilderness 

Only Alternatives G and B recommend t h e  e n t i r e  Berray Mountain 
roadless area f o r  wilderness. There a re  no spec i f ic  
grounddis turbing management a c t i v i t i e s  associated w i t h  
wilderness a reas  although the establishment of these a reas  may, 
i n  i t s e l f .  have e f f e c t s  on other resources and uses. 

Wilderness c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  w i l l  preserve t h e  ex is t ing  wilderness 
cha rac t e r i s t i c s  of the ares. The naturalness of t h e  area w i l l  be 
maintained along w i t h  the higher so l i tude  opportuni t ies  avai lable  
i n  the Berray Creek portion. 
would be maximized a s  well  as  protection of old-grovth timber and 
associated wi ld l i f e  habi ta t .  

About 3,700 acres  of su i tab le  timberland a re  i n  the Betray 
Mountain roadless area. 
resource would be foregone i n  Alternatives G and E. 

Grizzly bear habi ta t  ( s i t ua t ion  1 - c r i t i c a l  t o  the recovery of 
the species) covers t h e  e n t i r e  roadless area (see Glossary for  
de f in i t i on  of hab i t a t  s i tua t ions) .  Wilderness management would 
provide secur i ty  t o  t h e  bear from roading and re la ted  increases 
i n  human a c t i v i t y  i n  the ares. However. increases i n  forage 
through management a c t i v i t i e s  such as  burning and timber harvest 
would not occur. 

Past  burning e f f o r t s  t o  maintain and improve big game (e lk ,  deer,  
and bighorn sheep) winter range would be discontinued under 
wilderness management. 
decrease although possible increases i n  the longer term may Occur 
because of openings created by w i l d f i r e  and/or insec t  and disease 
infes ta t ions .  
o r  maintained but wilderness management would provide securi ty .  
i.e.. lack of access and human a c t i v i t y  i n  t h e  area. 

Wilderness w i l l  r e s t r i c t  the exploration fo r ,  and removal of. 
mineral resources. Under the Wilderness Act .  t h e  land would be 
withdrawn from mineral entry s ince no va l id  mining claims ex is t .  
The exis t ing  o i l  and gas lenses would be honored, however. This 
r e s t r i c t i o n  is not considered s igni f icant  i n  t h a t  t he  mineral 
po ten t i a l  is low and t h e  o i l  and gas po ten t i a l  i s  moderate. I f  
there  is no discovery when a lease expires,  then the land w i l l  he 
withdrawn from mineral leasing. 

Primitive recreat ion opportuni t ies  

The opportunity t o  manage the timber 

I n  t h e  short-term. winter range could 

The habi ta t  on summer range would not h e  improved 
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Berray ntn. 01672 

Act iv i t ies  permissable i n  wilderness. when authorized by the 1964 
Wilderness Act o r  wilderness management plans, can cos t  more than 
a c t i v i t i e s  i n  a reas  without the r e s t r i c t ions .  Restr ic t ions apply 
primarily t o  mode of transportation. use of ChSinsaWs i n  the 
wilderness. and removing signs of tbe intrusion a f t e r  project  
completion. 
exploretion, disease and pes t  control ,  and f i r e  suppression. 
would be conducted while protecting the wilderness values which, 
i n  turn, requires  
requirements, and more money being spent. 

Social and economic e f f e c t s  would center  around the resource 
values of recreation. w i ld l i f e ,  wilderness, and timber. 
Semi-primitive recreat ion a c t i v i t i e s  such 6s hunting i n  a 
roadless s e t t i ng  would continue. Timberland would not be 
avai lable  i n  a l t e rna t ives  G and 6 thus not supporting the wood 
products industry. Those publics valuing wilderness would be 
supported by t h i s  management emphasis. 

When permitted, a c t i v i t i e s  such as  mineral 

more t i m e .  adherence t o  more s t r ingent  

2. Designation: Nouwilderneas (Bodleer)  
Il.n.gemeat Emphases: Primitive Recreation, Semi-primitive 

Iiomotorixd %Creation. V i e w i n g .  and 
Limited Use Arear 

About f ive  percent o r  400 acres of t h e  roadless area is managed 
i n  roadless emphases i n  Alternat ives  A through E. I. M and N. 
Alternative P designates 1200 acres  and Alternat ive 0.  3.800 
acres t o  these emphases. There a r e  few, i f  any. ground- 
d i s  curb ing management a c t  i v i t i e s  spec i f  i c a l  1y assoc iated with 
unroaded management. 

The roadless cbaracter  within these emphases w i l l  be maintained 
a s  well a s  semi-primitive recreat ion opportunities.  Old growth 
timber habi ta t  w i l l  a l s o  be maintained and gr izz ly  habi ta t  w i l l  
be protected. Security for  big game animals would be maintained. 

Like wilderness. unroaded management require s t i f f e r  requirements 
for  conducting a c t i v i t i e s .  requirements tha t  a r e  designed t o  
protect  the q u a l i t i e s  inherent i n  a roadless allocation. 
Restr ic t ions on access and mode of t r ave l  a r e  major l imi ta t ions  
for  conducting a c t i v i t i e s .  of ten making tbe a c t i v i t y  more 
expensive t o  accomplish. 
and f i s h  hab i t a t  improvements, mineral. o i l  and gas 
explorstion/developmant. insect  and disease control ,  and wi ld f i r e  
suppression. The impacts of the above a c t i v i t i e s  and associated 
management i n  t h i s  roadless  area a r e  judged t o  be insignif icant .  

The soc ia l  and economic e f f e c t s  a r e  primarily the benef i t s  of 
semi-primitive recreat ion opportunities.  

Such a c t i v i t i e s  csn include w i l d l i f e  
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3. Desknation: Hoari lderoesdSuu Development) Berray Mtn. 01672 
hngement Bmpharis: 

This emphasis is located primarily on t h e  w e s t  side of the 
roadless area along t h e  Bull River. The in ten t  is t o  manage 
winter range habi ta t  f o r  t h e  benefi t  of t h e  e l k .  deer,  and big 
horn sheep tha t  winter i n  t h i s  area. 
primary management a c t i v i t y  and vould be applied when t h e  b i g  
game would not be disturbed by the ac t iv i ty .  
through P and L through N designate about four percent. 
Alternatives I, J.  IC designate about 70 percent, and Alternative 
0 designates 55 percent of t h e  roadless area t o  t h i s  emphasis. 

The impact on the vilderness and roadless character  of the 
emphasis is short-term i n  nature. The naturalness of the area is 
a l te red  by the human a c t i v i t y  of burning but vegetative growth 
a f t e r  burning would mahe t h i s  a c t i v i t y  l e s s  apparent. 

Impacts on t h e  timber and mineral resource values a r e  
ins igni f icant  i n  t h i s  emphasis i n  t h i s  roadless area. 

Social  and economic e f f e c t s  would be p r i m a r i l y  one of support of 
thoee publics valuing and/or hunting the wi ld l i f e  i n  the area. 

Big Came Winter 5 n g e  

Prescribed burning is the 

Alternatives A 

4. Derignrtion: Nowilderness (Developed) 
&angemant Emphases: B% C.r Winter Range Timber, Big b e  

S-r Range Timber.) Wildlife Timber. 
Criss ly  Timber. Timber Opthiza t ion ,  
Timber V i w i q l . )  V i e w i n g  Timber, Minimum 
Use dae t o  Steep Slopes or Regeneration 
Prob lema. 

A l l  a l t e rna t ives  except G. B and 0 designate a t  last a portion of 
the area t o  one of these emphases. 
the percent of t h e  area designated t o  developmental a c t i v i t i e s .  

The following chart  displays 

Percent of the &ea Designated for Developmeatal k t i v i t i e s  
By Alternat ive 

A B C D B F C B I J K L l4 N 0 

91 91 91 91 91 81 0 0 92 30 30 96 91 91 0 

Timber harvest and associated a c t i v i t i e s  such a s  road building 
have more e f f e c t  on t h e  physical  and b io logica l  environment than 
any of the other fo re s t  manylement a c t i v i t i e s .  
e f f e c t s  a r e  dependent on management prescr ip t ions  selected. 

Timber would not b e  harvested i n  the f i r s t  decade except i n  
Alternative I. (See Table 3 which follows t h i s  discussion). 
-ever. by t h e  f i f t h  decade. port ions of t h e  area vould have 
been harvested i n  a l l  Alternat ives  except G. 8, and 0.  

The extent  of the 
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Berray Mtn. 01672 

The wi lderness  resource  and road le s s  c h a r a c t e r  of t h e  area i s  
maintained f o r  t he  f i r s t  t en  years ,  bu t  by t h e  t h i r d  decade, 
a c t i v i t i e s  w i l l  a l t e r  t h e  road le s s  a rea .  The na tu ra lness  of t h e  
a r e a  w i l l  h e  impacted by ha rves t  u n i t s .  roads and o t h e r  evidence 
of human modi f ica t ions .  The highly  v i s i b l e  p o r t i o n s  of t h e  a r e a  
fac ing  i n t o  t h e  Bu l l  Lake Valley would not  be  a f f e c t e d  because 
they are f o r  t h e  most p a r t  unsu i t ab le  f o r  timber harves t .  
Roading forgoes  t h e  oppor tuni ty  t o  cons ide r  t h e  a r e a  f o r  
wi lderness  i n  t h e  long-term and reduces t h e  oppor tuni ty  f o r  
p r i m i t i v e  r e c r e a t i o n  and experiences of so l i t ude .  

Timber ha rves t  and a s soc ia t ed  roading could r e s u l t  i n  a reduct ion  
i n  b i g  game cover  and s e c u r i t y ,  bu t  can maintain or improve t h e  
w i l d l i f e  h a b i t a t .  The impact on s e c u r i t y  can  be  mi t iga ted  i n  
p a r t  by c l o s i n g  roads which would keep human d i s tu rbances  a t  
lower l eve l s .  Timber ha rves t  is scheduled so t h a t  h id ing  cover  
is not completely removed. 

Timber management a c t i v i t i e s  can d i r e c t l y  a f f e c t  t h e  g r i z z l y  
popula t ion  i n  t h e  short-term by logging a c t i v i t i e s  and the  long 
term by road access  i n t o  a road le s s  a res .  Access i n t o  t h e  a r e a  
could d i s p l a c e  t h e  bea r  and inc rease  the  oppor tuni ty  f o r  
humadbear  encounters.  T imber  management a c t i v i t i e s ,  i f  well 
coordinated.  can produce p o s i t i v e  b e n e f i t s  by producing more 
d e s i r a b l e  fo rage  f o r  g r i z z l i e s  through c e r t a i n  timber ha rves t  and 
si te p repa ra t ion  p r a c t i c e s  such a s  small  c l e a r c u t s  and broadcast  
burning in s t ead  of t r a c t o r  p i l i n g .  b a d  would be  c losed  i n  a 
t imely manner t o  minimize humanlbear encounters  and displacereent.  

The ha rves t  of some of t h e  mature lodgepole p i n e  (10% of t h e  
area) w i l l  p rovide  an  oppor tuni ty  f o r  c o n t r o l  of i n s e c t s  and 
d i s e a s e  because a l l  d i seased  or s u s c e p t i b l e  trees a r e  removed and 
a young. vigorous s tand i s  i n i t i a t e d .  

S o c i a l  and economic e f f e c t s  a r e  r e l a t e d  p r imar i ly  t o  t h e  resource  
va lues  of timber, w i l d l i f e .  wilderness .  and r ec rea t ion .  The 
ha rves t  of timber i s  important t o  t h e  economic base of 
communities i n  t h e  Fores t .  Timber from t h e  Berray Mountain 
r o a d l e s s  a r e a  would c o n t r i b u t e  t o  t h e  economic base.  Eunting 
experiences could b e  a l t e r e d  because of t h e  change i n  t h e  
r o a d l e s s  s e t t i n g  t o  8 roaded-natural  s e t t i n g .  Road c l o s u r e s  
would r e t a i n  t h e  a r e a  c l o s e r  t o  i t  e x i s t i n g  cha rac t e r .  Those 
p u b l i c s  d e s i r i n g  wi lderness  or road le s s  management f o r  t h e  a r e a  
would no t  be  supported by t h e s e  emphases. 
on g r i z z l y  bea r ,  b i g  game, and o t h e r  spec ie s  could b e  r a i sed  by 
t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  scheduled i n  these  emphases. bu t  should be  
addressed by the  e f f o r t s  t o  m i t i g a t e  t h e  impacts. 

Concerns about  impacts 



Table 3. Oradal Outputs by A l temat lve  for  Roadless Area. 

t i z w m x s  
cummumm DEC. A 0 C 0 E F G H I 1 K i Y N 0 
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8.0 
7.0 

0 
.9 
.3  

0 

12 

.4 

1.3 

4.7 

0 0  0 0 8 . 3  8 . 3  0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

.4 .4  ,4  1.2 0 0 .6 0 0 0 .4 .4  3.8 

8 8  8 9 2s 2s 1 0 0  0 8  8 I 5  

29 r) 29 29 0 0 44 37 37 31 29 29 22 

3.s 3.5 3.s 2.7 0 0 2.1 2.s 2.5 3.7 3.7 3.7 0 
0 0 0  

8.0 15.S 8.0 3.0 0 0 9.2 2.8 3 .9  J.0 8.0 8.0 0 
7.0 4.S 7.0 4.0 0 0 .004 5.8 4.6 6.0 4.0 7.0 0 

0 0 0  0 0  0 0 0  0 4 . 4  

0 0  0 0 0  0 .8 0 0 0 0  0 0 
0 0 .4 .I .4 . I  .9 .9 0 .9 1.8 .9 .l 

. 3  .2 . 3  .2 0 0 .4 .4 .2 .3 .2 . 3  0 

0 0  0 0 0  0 6 0 0 0 0 0 0 

12 14 12 6 0 0 12 8 8 1s 12 12 0 

. 4  .4 .4 1.2 8.3 8 . 3  .6 0 0 0 .4 .4 3.8 

1.3 1.12 1.3 1.3 0 0 1.8 1.2 1.2 1.8 1.2 1.2 0 

4.5 5.4 4.) 4 .4  0 0 5.6 6 . 3  6.3 4 .4  4 .4  4 . S  4 .4  

HdT APRlCMlLE I N  THIS  
ROMLESS !REA 

n 
I 
N 
N 
N 

,. 





c-224 

KO(TRIIU1 UATIOUAL FORXST 

Eaat Fork E l k  Creek - 01678 S ta t e :  l bn tana  

Gross Acres: 5,000 net Acres: 5 ,000 
0 

I. Descr ip t ion  

The a rea  is loca ted  on t h e  Idaho-lbntana Divide,  i n  t h e  southves te rn  corner 
of t he  Fores t .  The area encompaeaea t h e  Lost Cab Gulch. Bu t t e  Creek, and 
Cascade Creek dra inages .  a l l  flowing no r theas t e r ly .  

Access t o  t h e  a r e a  is good from t h e  Clark Fork Valley v i a  t h e  East  Fork Elk 
Creek Road. There a r e  no t r a i l s  i n  t h e  area.  

The a r e a  is p r imar i ly  a r idge top  s i t u a t i o n  v i t h  a very rugged s t e e p  rocky 
east face. But te  and Cascade Creeks. Cab Gulch and a e v e r a l  small unnamed 
t r i b u t a r i e s  o r i g i n a t e  w i t h i n  t h i s  a rea .  Divide Peak (5.200 f e e t )  i s  t h e  
dominant f e a t u r e  i n  t h e  area. 

The a r e a  i s  g e n e r a l l y  surrounded by e x i s t i n g  or planned Fores t  developments 
such a s  roads or t imber ha rves t ing  u n i t s .  

The represented ecosystems a r e  Cedar Eemlock Pine  Fores t  and Western Spruce 
F i r  Forest .  

The hunting o p p o r t u n i t i e s  a r e  t h e  primary a t t r a c t i o n s  i n  t h e  area.  

Current u se  i s  p r imar i ly  hunt ing  i n  t h e  f a l l .  Use is considered l i g h t  
(1,000 RVD's) due t o  s t eepness  of t e r r a i n  and lack of t r a i l s .  0 
11. Capabi l i ty  

A. Natural  I n t e g r i t y  and Appearance 

The n a t u r a l  i n t e g r i t y  and appearance of t he  a r e a  is r a t e d  high v i t h  no 
mamade i n t r u s i o n s .  

B. Oppor tuni t ies  for S o l i t u d e  

Oppor tuni t ies  f o r  s o l i t u d e  are a l s o  r a t e d  high i n  t h e  deep canyons o f  
Cascade and Bu t t e  Creeks. Oppor tuni t ies  a r e  moderate i n  t h e  remainder 
of t h e  a r e a  because t h e  area looks ou t  onto ad jacen t  lands t h a t  have 
been impacted i n  t h e  pas t .  

C. P r imi t ive  Bacrea t ioa  Oppor tuni t ies  

Eigh q u a l i t y  e l k  hunt ing i n  s p r i m i t i v e  s e t t i n g  i s  t h e  area's primary 
r e c r e a t i o n  a t t r a c t i o n  and t h e  r e s i d e n t  e l k  herd i s  t h e  a r e a ' s  moat 
s p e c i a l  fea ture .  
s t eep  canyon v a l l s  of Cascade and Bu t t e  Creeks. 

Challenging b ik ing  experiences are provided by t h e  
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D. Manageabili ty and Boundaries E a s t  Fork Elk Cr .  01678 

The a r e a  w a s  i d e n t i f i e d  i n  t h e  RARE I1 inventory.  A t  t h a t  t i m e  t h e  
ares w a s  recommended f o r  n o n r i l d e m e a s  and subsequent ly  a l l o c a t e d  t o  
both developmental and nondevelopmental uses .  - HSLkIm 

6400 6400 RABE I1 inventory 

-1400 -1400 Timber s a l e  a c t i v i t y  

5000 5000 1983 r o a d l e s s  inventory 

The nonconforming uses  i n  t h e  a r e a  a r e  t h e  e x i s t i n g  o i l  6 gas  leases. 

The a r e a  has  wel l -def ined ,  e a s i l y  managed boundaries  c o n s i s t i n g  of 
e x i s t i n g  roads and a r i d g e l i n e .  

1 I I .Ava i l ab i l i t y  

A. 

B. 

S i g n i f i c a n t  Resource P o t e n t i a l s  

1. 

2. 

3. 

Beereat ion 

The ares i s  est imated t o  have a p o t e n t i a l  of providing about 
1.600 RVD's of wi lde rness  r e c r e a t i o n  pe r  year.  
u se  occurs  along the upper  end of Cascade Creek. associated wi th  
t h e  r i d g e  d iv ide .  

W i l d l i f e  

The a r e a  c o n t a i n s  w i n t e r  range management oppor tun i t i e s .  

Tinbar  

There a r e  3.700 acres of t e n t a t i v e l y  s u i t a b l e  t imberland capable  
of producing a t  l e a s t  20 cub ic  f e e t  pe r  a c r e  pe r  year.  Over 90% 
of t h e  t o t a l  area has  s l o p e s  g r e a t e r  than 55%. 
would b e  d i f f i c u l t  and c o s t l y  and timber h a r v e s t  would r e q u i r e  a 
c a b l e  or a e r i a l  ( h e l i c o p t e r )  logging system. 

Some snowmobiling 

Curren t  u se  i s  about 1,000 RVD's a year.  

Road c o n s t r u c t i o n  

Other Resources 

1. F i s h e r i e s  

There are no s i g n i f i c a n t  f i s h e r i e s  b u t  t h e  area does con ta in  
t r i b u t a r i e s  t o  East Fork Elk Creek, a c u t t h r o a t  t r o u t  f i she ry .  

2. Range 

There a r e  no l i v e s t o c k  g raz ing  allotments i n  t h e  a r e a  and t h e  
graz ing  p o t e n t i a l  is cons idered  a l l  t r a n s i t o r y .  

3. Minerals 

The minera l  p o t e n t i a l  is low. O i l  and g a s  p o t e n t i a l  i s  moderate. 
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4. Cultural  Resources E a s t  Fork B l k  C r .  01678 

There i s  one h i s to r i c  s i t e  and no k n m  prehis tor ic  sites. Based 
on surveys done i n  s imilar  areas ,  t h e  probabi l i ty  of preh is tor ic  
s i t e s  occurring i s  considered lov. 

5 .  Water 

Mean annual prec ip i ta t ion  for  the e n t i r e  area is about 50 inches, 
varying betveen 40 and 80 inches depending on elevation. Bunoff 
f o r  the area averages about 23 inches per year, shoving up a s  
streamflov. Except for  short  periods during occasional midwinter 
runoff events, the va t e r  qual i ty  is usually considered excellent.  

C. Besource S i tua t ion  Bast Fork of Elk Cr.  01678 
Table 1 

L C- h i t  

Gross Acres 
Net Acres 

Acres 5000 
Acres 5000 

Recreation 
Semiprim. Nonmotor. RVDs 1000 Signif icant  Fisher ies  

Stream Xiles Uiles 0 
Rang e Stream Habitat Acres 0 

Suitable  Acres Acres 0 Lakes No. 0 
AUnS A m  0 L a k e  Habitat Acres 0 

Tentative Sui table  Acres 3700 Existing No. 0 
Timber Water Developments 0 

Standing Volume UUBP 75 

Kxisting 6 Poten t i a l  No. 0 
Corridors 

Wildlife - ThE 
Grizzly Bear Habitat 

S i tua t ion  1 Acres - 
Si tua t ion  2 Acres - 
Si tua t ion  3 Acres - 

Wildlife - Big Game (Elk, Deer) 

Summer Range Total  Acres 4700 
Winter Range Total  Acres 300 

Special Uses Existing No. 0 

Existing F a c i l i t i e s  No. 0 

D. Ihnagemtnt Considerations 

1. Land Use Authorirations 

Minerals 
Hardrock Potent ia l  

Very High Acres 
High Acres 
Moderate Acres 
LOW Acres 

Uining Claims No. 
O i l  h Gas Potent ia l  

Very High Acres 
Eigh Acres 
Moderate Acres 
LOW Acres 
Unknowa Acres 

Leases No. 
Leased Acres Acres 

O i l  6 Gas Leases 
4 

5000 

There a r e  no special  uses i n  t h e  area. O i l  & gas leases  ex is t .  
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2. F i r e  East Fork E l k  C r .  01678 

The area has had low f i r e  occurrence (no f i r e s  i n  the l a s t  10 
years). The fue ls  s i t u a t i o n  i s  considered predominately dense 
conifer  v i t h  thick accumulations of woody ground fuels  v i t h  
sparse ground fue ls  on the higher ridgetops. 

3 .  Insect and Diaease 

There i s  a limited amount of high r i s k  lodgepole p i n e  but there  
i s  no insect and d isease  s c t i v i t y  a t  present (1983). 

4. Won-Federal Lands 

No pr iva te  lands a r e  locsted within t h e  roadless area boundary. 

IV. Weed 

A. Proximity t o  Other Yildcrners and Population Centers 

East Fork of Elk Creek is about 15 a i r  miles from t h e  ex is t ing  Cabinet 
Mountains Wilderness. Spokane, Uashington (130 m i l e s )  and Hissoula. 
Montana (140 miles) a r e  the c loses t  population centers.  

Contribution t o  Wational Wildernerr Preservation System 

This a re s  i s  representat ive of the Cedar Hemlock Pine and Western 
Spruce F i r  Forests  ecosystems which a r e  common i n  the ex is t ing  
wilderness system. 

B. 

C. Public In t e re s t  

During the RARE I1 pubic review period, over 1.200 people commented on 
the area,  most of whom ( 8 4 2 )  were opposed t o  a wilderness 
c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  for  the area. RAEX I1 recomnded non-vilderness. 
There have been no recent expressions of support for  wilderness f o r  
the East Fork Elk Creek area. 

V. Alternatives and Bnvir-ntal Consequences 

A. Management Prescr ipt ion Aarignnsnt by Alternat ive 

Multiple use management prescr ip t ions  were grouped i n t o  categories  
(management emphases) which have s imi la r  impacts on t h e d l d e r n e s s  and 
roadless resources. The following table displays hov the roadless 
area acreage was designated i n  each al ternat ive.  In  addition, the 
summary of management emphasis fur ther  def ines  the r a t e  of development 
tha t  i s  expected t o  occur i n  some a l t e rna t ives  as vel1 as the  fu tu re  
disposi t ion of the inventoried roadless area. 



Table 2. Uanagmmt Ewharls by Alternative for Roadless Area. 

ALEWUES ( W k m )  

A B C O E F G H I J K  L W N O  
v 
I l a w l l d n r r s  (kwdlesrl 

Rweat lon.  V ln lm) .  
W I " 1 Y r n  US. Areas 1.8 1.6 1.7 1.6 1.8 1.6 0 0 3.2 .7 .7 0 1.8 1.8 4.2 

PrI.ltln/*lprl.ltl*. 

I l a . l l d m r r  (sa O.r.lopmtl 

Ila.lIdmsu. (Dewlopdl 

019 Oa Ilnter Raws .8 .8 .8 .8 .8 .8 0 0 . I  1.3 1.3 .a .a .8 .8 

TI#ber %mest WIth 
111d111. andlor 
V l n l n g  Ya-nt, 
MIDIY. Use Weas d M  to 
STUeQ st- OT 
Rqenrat lon 
Problems 2.3 2.5 2.4 2.5 2.3 2.5 0 0 1.6 2.9 2.9 4.1 2.3 2.3 0 

1 I I d * r m s  
R r m n d e d  111derness 0 0 0 0 0 0 5 . 0 5 . 0  0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

Sursry of Y a M g l n t  Eqhaslst 

r n r 1 1 d m r .  
ow.1op.d - kdd. 18 0 .6 .5 0 0 .6 0 0 0 0 2.9 1.0 0 0 0 

Dce6. 5, 2.3 2.5 2.4 2.5 2.3 2.5 0 0 1.6 2.9 2.9 4.1 2.3 2.3 0 

Rcadlns - Oecsde I: 5.0 4.3 4.4 5.0 5.0 4.3 0 0 5.0 5.0 2.0 3.9 5.0 5.0 5.0 
k W .  5: 2.6 2.4 2.5 2.4 2.6 2.4 0 0 3.3 2.0 2.0 .8 ,8 .8 5.0 

R a m d a d  Wlld.m.ss 0 0 0 0 0 0 5 . 0 5 . 0  0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Total kru- E. F f f k .  E l k  5.0 5.0 5.0 5.0 5.0 Y.0 5.0 5.0 5.0 5.0 5.0 5.0 5.0 5.0 5.0 

0 
I 
N 
N m 
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B. Impacts &st Fork E l k  Cr.  01678 

1. Designation: Wilderness 
Management BPphasis: Wilderness 

The Bast Fork E l k  Creek roadless area is recommended fo r  
vilderness i n  i ts  en t i r e ty  i n  Alternatives G and tl. No other 
a l t e rna t ive  recommends wilderness for  t h e  area. There a re  no 
spec i f ic  grounddisturbing management a c t i v i t i e s  associated v i t h  
wilderness areas although the establishment of these s r e s s  may. 
i n  i t s e l f ,  have e f f ec t s  on other resources and uses.  

Wilderness c l a s s i f i ca t ion  w i l l  preserve the ex is t ing  pr imit ive 
cha rac t e r i s t i c s  of the area vhich include the opportunities f o r  
so l i tude  i n  t h e  deep canyons of Cascade and B u t t e  Creeks. and t h e  
qual i ty  roadless elk hunting experience. Primitive recreat ion 
opportunities.  such as  the hiking opportunities i n  Cascade and 
Butte Creeks. w i l l  be maximized. 

There a re  3.700 acres of su i tab le  timberland i n  the roadless 
area. The opportunity t o  manage the timber resource vould be 
foregone i n  Alternatives C and 8. 

Opportunities t o  manage either big game v in t e r  range through 
burning, o r  big game summer range through timber harvest ,  vould 
be foregone i n  t h i s  emphasis. Bovever. t h e  i n a b i l i t y  t o  improve 
foresge opportunities would be o f f se t  by the secur i ty  provided 
the v i l d l i f e  because of the l i m i t  placed on access. 

Wilderness vi11 restrict the exploration for, and removal of ,  
mineral resources. Under t h e  Wilderness Act. the land vould be 
v i thd ram from mineral entry s ince no val id  mining claims ex is t .  
The exis t ing  o i l  and gas leeses would be honored, hovever. This 
r e s t r i c t i o n  is not considered s ign i f i can t  i n  tha t  t he  mineral 
po ten t i a l  i s  lov and t h e  o i l  and gas po ten t i a l  is moderate. I f  
there  is no discovery vhen a lease expires, then the land w i l l  be 
withdrawn from mineral leasing. 

Ac t iv i t i e s  permissoble i n  wilderness. vhen authorized by the 1964 
Wilderness Act o r  wilderness management plans. can cost  more than 
a c t i v i t i e s  i n  sreaa vi thout  the r e s t r i c t ions .  Emstrictions apply 
primarily t o  mode of transportation. use of chainsaws i n  the 
wilderness, and removing signa of the  in t rus ion  a f t e r  pro jec t  
completion. 
exploration, disease and peer control. and f ire suppression, 
vould be conducted wbile protecting the wilderness valuea vhich. 
i n  turn,  requires more t i m e ,  adherence t o  more s t r ingent  
requirements. and more money being spent. 

Social  and economic ef fec t8  would center  around the  resource 
values of recreation. wi ld l i fe ,  wilderness. and timber. 
semi-primitive recreat ion a c t i v i t i e s  such s a  hunting i n  a 
roadlesa se t t i ng ,  would continue. Timberland vould not be 
avai lable  i n  Alternativea C and 8 ,  thus not  supporting the wood 
products industry. 
supported by t h i s  management emphasis. 

When permitted. a c t i v i t i e s  such a s  mineral 

Those publica valuing vi lderness  vould be 
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E a s t  Fork Elk Cr.  01618 
2 .  Des&tation: Elonwilderness ( b a d l e s s )  

Management Emphases: Primitive Recreation. Semi-primitive 
Polnotorired Recreation, V i e w i n g ,  and 
Limited Use k e a s  

Every a l te rna t ive ,  except Alternatives G. 8, and 1. designate a 
portion of the area t o  these emphases. 
t h e  percent of t h e  area designated t o  roadless management. 

The following char t  displays 

Percent of &ea Designated b a d l e s s  Maaugement 
By Alternat ive 

A B C D E P G H I J K L 11 U 0 

36 32 3 4  32  36 3 2  0 0 65  14 1 4  0 3 6  36 84 

There a r e  few, i f  any, ground-disturbing management a c t i v i t i e s  
spec i f ica l ly  associated with roadlessness. 
primarily w i t h  dispersed recreat ion including hunting and fishing. 

The roadless character  within these emphases w i l l  be maintained a s  
well as  semi-primitive recreat ion opportunities. 
habi ta t  w i l l  a l so  be maintained. 
maintained. 

Like wilderness. roadless designations require s t i f f e r  requirements 
for  conducting a c t i v i t i e s ,  requirements tha t  a r e  designed t o  pro tec t  
the q u a l i t i e s  inherent i n  a roadless allocation. Restr ic t ions on 
access and mode of t r ave l  a r e  major l imitat ions for  conducting 
a c t i v i t i e s .  often making the s c t i v i t y  more expensive t o  accomplish. 
Such a c t i v i t i e s  can include wi ld l i f e  and f i s h  habi ta t  improvements, 
mineral, o i l  and gas exploration/development, insect  and disease 
control ,  and wi ldf i re  suppression. 

The soc ia l  and economic e f f e c t s  are  primarily the benef i t s  of 
semi-primitive recreat ion opportunities. Timber vould not be 
avai lable  for harvest i n  these emphases. 

3. Designation: Wonwilderness (Sme Development) 

Act iv i t ies  a r e  associated 

Old growth timber 
Security for  be game would be 

Management Emphasis: B i g  Came Winter Eange 

A l l  a l te rna t ives ,  except G and H. designate a t  l e a s t  a portion of the 
area t o  t h i s  emphasis. 
the most acreage (26% of the area).  
range hab i t a t  fo r  the benef i t  of e l k  and deer. 
the primary management ac t iv i ty .  

The impact on the wilderness and rosdless character  caused by t h i s  
emphasis is short-term i n  nature. The naturalness of t h e  area would 
be a l te red  short ly  a f t e r  burning but vegetative recovery would make 
t h i s  a c t i v i t y  less apparent l a t e r  on. 
mineral resources would b e  ins igni f icant  in  t h i s  emphasis. 

Social  and economic e f f ec t a  uould be primarily one of support of those 
publics valuing wi ld l i f e  i n  the  area. 

(See Table 2 . )  Alternatives J and K designate 
The in ten t  i s  t o  manage winter 

Prescribed burning i s  

Impacts on t h e  timber and 
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East  Fork E l k  C r .  01678 
4. Designation: P o n r i l d e m e s s  (Developed) 

Management Emphases: B b  G m e  Winter Range Timber, B i g  Game Summer 
Range Timber, Wi ld l i f e  Timber, Gr izz ly  
Timber. Timber Optimization. Timber Viewing, 
Viering Timber, Xia imtun  U s e  due to  Steep 
Slopes  or Bageneration Problars .  

0 
Timber ha rves t  and a s soc ia t ed  a c t i v i t i e s .  s u c h  a s  road bui ld ing .  have 
more a f f e c t  on t h e  phys i ca l  and b i o l o g i c a l  environment than any of the 
o t h e r  f o r e s t  management a c t i v i t i e s .  The e x t e n t  of t h e  e f f e c t s  a r e  
dependent on management regimes se l ec t ed .  Every a l t e r n a t i v e ,  except  
A l t e r n a t i v e s  G. 8. and 0.  d e s i g n a t e s  a po r t ion  of t h e  a r e s  t o  one or 
more of t hese  emphases. The fol lowing c h a r t  d i s p l a y s  t h e  percent  of 
t h e  a r e a  des igna ted  f o r  developmental  a c t i v i t i e s  i n  each a l t e r n a t i v e .  

Percent  of t h e  Area Desigastcd t o  Developmental A c t i v i t i e s  
By A l t e r n a t i v e  

A B C D K P G E I J K L M B 0 

46 50 48  50 46 50 0 0 3 2  58  58 82 46 46 0 

Timber ha rves t  a c t i v i t i e s  a r e  scheduled t o  occur dur ing  t h e  f i r s t  
decade i n  A l t e r n a t i v e s  B. C. F, and L. (See Table 3 a t  t h e  end of 
t h i s  d i scuss ion ) .  I n  a l l  A l t e r n a t i v e s  except  G. H, J.  and 0.  
development w i l l  occur  by t h e  t h i r d  decade. By t h e  f i f t h  decade, from 
3 to 13 miles of road would b e  i n  p l ace  i n  developmental  a l t e r n a t i v e s .  
depending on t h e  a l t e r n a t i v e .  

Aa a c t i v i t i e s  occur.  t h e  n a t u r a l n e s s  of t h e  area is impacted by timber 
c u t t i n g  u n i t s .  roads.  and o t h e r  evidence of man's modi f ica t ions .  
Boading forgoes t h e  oppor tun i ty  to c o n s i d e r  t h e  a r e a  f o r  wi lderness  i n  
t h e  long-term and reduces t h e  oppor tuni ty  f o r  p r i m i t i v e  r e c r e a t i o n  and 
experiences of s o l i t u d e .  

Timber ha rves t  and roads could r e s u l t  i n  a short-term reduct ion  i n  b i g  
game cover  and s e c u r i t y .  A c t i v i t i e s  conducted i n  b i g  game h a b i t a t  are 
coordinated with w i l d l i f e  needs and inc lude  t h e  c l o s u r e  of roads upon 
completion of t h e  a c t i v i t y  and in su r ing  t h a t  adequate  cover  i s  l e f t .  
Long-term b e n e f i t s  t o  w i l d l i f e  inc lude  maintaining and improving 
w i l d l i f e  forage.  

S o c i a l  and economic e f f e c t s  are r e l a t e d  p r imar i ly  t o  t h e  resource  
va lues  of timber, w i l d l i f e ,  wi lderness ,  and r ec rea t ion .  
of timber is important  t o  t h e  economic base  of communities i n  t h e  
Fores t .  Timber from t h e  E a s t  Fork Elk Creek roadleaa  area would 
c o n t r i b u t e  to t h e  economic base.  
because o f  t h e  change i n  t h e  r o a d l e s s  s e t t i n g  t o  a roaded n a t u r a l  
s e t t i n g .  
cha rac t e r .  
f o r  t h e  a r e a  would no t  h e  supported by these  emphases. 
impacts on b i g  game a n d . o t h e r  s p e c i e s  could be  r a i s e d  by t h e  
a c t i v i t i e s  scheduled i n  t h e s e  emphases. b u t  would b e  addressed by 
e f f o r t s  t o  m i t i g a t e  t h e  impacts.  

The h a r v e s t  

Bunting exper iences  could b e  a l t e r e d  

Road c l o s u r e s  would r e t a i n  t h e  %rea c l o s e r  t o  i t s  e x i s t i n g  
Those p u b l i c s  d e s i r i n g  wildernesa or  r o a d l e s s  mangement 

Concerns about  

.- 



Table 3. OcadaI Outputs by Alternatlw for Roadless Area. 

b4.muuw 
O E W E  A n C 0 E F 0 H 

Roc. Wllderrmrr k r -  0 0  0 0 0 0 5.0 5.0 

Roadless YAcrsr 1.8 1.6 1.7 1.6 1.8 1.6 0 0 

R r r e a t l o n  
Prl../Scdprla.Y(Ws 7 7  7 6 7 7 I 5  15 

~ a i p r i a .  mtor.mtws 13 14 14 15 1s 14 0 0 

T,A-*  . .-_. 
Sultable k r e s  2.0 2.5 2.5 2.3 2.3 2.5 0 0 
V 0 l " m l  IneFI 1 0 12.0 10.0 0 0 12.0 0 0 

3 12.0 5.0 5.0 11.9 4.0 5.0 0 0 
5 6.0 8.0 8.0 6 .4  6.0 15.0 0 0 

0 
.5 
.3 

.6 .5 0 0 .6 0 0 

.2 .2 .5 .I  .2 0 0 

. 3  .3  .2 .2 .6 0 0 

0 4  3 0  0 4  0 0  

9 1 0 1 0  9 8 1 0  0 0 

M T  APRlUBLE IN MIS 
ROMLESS MEA 

.6 1.2 1.1 .6 .6 2.0 0 0 

.8 .8 .8 .8 .8 .8 0 0 

I I K I W N n 

0 0 0  0 0 0  0 

3.2 .7 .7 0 1.8 1.8 4.2 

13 3 3 0 7 7 1 5  

9 11 1 1  23 13 13 1 

1.6 2.9 2.9 3.7 2.3 2.3 0 
0 0  0 12.0 0 0 0 

4.1 0 7.8 15.0 12.0 12.0 0 
0 0 0 8.0 6.0 6.0 0 

0 0  0 1.0 0 0 0 
1.0 0 . 3  .5 .5 .5 0 
0 0 0 .3  .2 .2 0 

0 0  0 7 0  0 0 

7 3 4 1 3 9 9  0 

0 .8 .8 .9 .5 .6 0 

.1 1.3 1.3 0 .8 .e .8 
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I 
N 
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KOOTERaI UATIOIi4L BOBBST 

Lone C l i f f  Smeads - 01674 Sta t e :  Montana 

Cross Acres: 6.600 net Acres: 6.600 

I. Descr ip t ion  

This road le s s  area is loca ted  along the  south bank of t h e  Clark Fork River ,  
overlooking t h e  Clark Fork Valley. The a r e a  is "U"-shaped i n  
conf igu ra t ion ,  t h e  e a s t  p a r t  o f  t h e  "U" conta in ing  Chimney Bock and 
Loveland Peak and t h e  w e s t  p a r t  t h e  upper reaches of Rice D r a w .  The lover 
por t ion  is bordered by t h e  West Fork Pilgram Creek Road ( s e e  map). Access 
i s  good v i a  S t a t e  Highway 200. 

The a r e a  has  p r imar i ly  s t e e p  s l o p e s  (455%) w i t h  narrow r idge tops  and narrow 
va l l ey  bottoms and c o n t a i n s  t h e  upper reaches of Rice Draw and Smeads Creek 
end s e v e r a l  small t r i b u t a r i e s  t o  t h e  West Fork P i lg r im Creek inc luding  
Fourmile Gulch. Loveland Peak (5 ,470  f e e t )  i s  t h e  h ighes t  po in t .  

The a rea  i s  surrounded by t imber  management a c t i v i t i e s  such a s  roads and 
c l ea rcu t s .  

The represented ecosystems inc lude  Douglas-fir. Cedar Hemlock Pine.  and 
Western Spruce F i r  Fo res t s .  

The a r e a ' s  w i l d l i f e ,  e s p e c i a l l y  e l k .  make t h e  a r e a  a popular  hunt ing spot .  
Current use  c o n s i s t s  p r imar i ly  of hunt ing i n  the  f a l l  and is considered 
heavy (1.500 IlVn's). The view o f fe red  of t h e  Clark Fork Valley is another  
one of the  a r e a ' s  a t t r a c t i o n s .  

11. Capabi l i ty  

A. Natural  I n t e g r i t y  and Appearance 

Natural  appearance and i n t e g r i t y  a r e  good. &made f e a t u r e s  a r e  
lacking except f o r  a few m i l e s  of t r a i l  t o  Loveland Peak. 

B. Oppor tuni t ies  f o r  S o l i t u d e  

Oppor tuni t ies  for  s o l i t u d e  are marginal because much of t h e  r o a d l e s s  
areas faces  d i r e c t l y  i n t o  ad jo in ing  areas t h a t  have roads and 
c l ea rcu t s .  

C. P r imi t ive  Bacrea t ioa  Oppor tun i t i e s  

P r imi t ive  r e c r e a t i o n  exper iences  are p r imar i ly  hunt ing and hiking.  

D. Other Fea tu res  

Spec ia l  f e a t u r e s  inc lude  t h e  Loveland Face. s s t e e p  s lope  wi th  
d i s t i n c t  snowsl ide p a t t e r n s  facing i n t o  t h e  Clark Fork Valley. 
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E. 1Lnageability and Boundaries Lone C l i f f  Smeads 01674 

The Lone C l i f f  Smeads roadless area vas ident i f ied  i n  the RAF'.E XI 
inventory. The recommendation made was for  n o n r i l d e r n e s s  w i t h  most 
of t h e  area subsequently allocated t o  developmental usee. 

Gross met 
kru ktu 

14200 14200 XI inventory 

-7600 -7600 Areas affected by timber s a l e s  

6600 6600 1983 roadless inventory 

The nonconforming uses which would c o n f l i c t  with a wilderness 
c l a s s i f i ca t ion  fo r  the area a re  the ex is t ing  o i l  6 gas leases. 

The se t t i ng  is primarily a ridgetop s i tua t ion  tha t  r e s u l t s  i n  a 
d i f f i c u l t  boundary management s i t u a t i o n  because of the number of 
access points slow t h e  edge. 

111. Availabi l i ty  

A. Signif icant  &source Poten t ia l s  

1. Becreation 

The area 's  po ten t ia l  t o  provide wilderness recreat ion i s  
estimated t o  be 2.000 RVD's per year. 

2. Wildlife 

The area contains big game summer and winter range and many 
habi ta t  management opportuni t ies  exist. 

B. Other &sources 

1. Fisher ies  

No s igni f icant  f ishery occurs; however, t h i s  area has some 
t r ibu tary  headvaters t o  Cabinet Gorge Beservoir and Pilgram Creek 
(brook. cut throat ,  rainbow. and brown t rou t ) .  

2. Jiangc 

There a re  no l ivestock grar ing allotments i n  the area and t h e  
grazing po ten t i a l  is primarily t rans i tory  range. 

3. Timber 

Approximately 4.100 acres  a r e  su i t ab le  timberland. The majority 
of t h i s  su i t ab le  land is west of Chimney Bock and Loveland P e d ,  
v i t b  t h e  moat productive land located i n  R i c e  Draw, Smeads Creek. 
and Eemlock Gulch. AB mentioned before,  s i d e  slopes a r e  s teep 
(k55X)  and logging systeme w i l l  be primarily cable. 

* 
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4. Xinersls  Lone C l i f f  Slaads 01674 

The mineral po ten t i a l  i s  considered moderate i n  the area 
immediately adjacent t o  the Eoliday n ine  (on the southern edge of 
t he  area,  outside the boundary) and low i n  the remainder of the 
area.  The o i l  and gas potent ia l  is moderate. 

5 .  Cultural  Resources 

There i s  one h i s t o r i c  cu l tu ra l  s i t e  (mining complex) i n  the area 
but no prehis tor ic  sites have been ident i f ied.  Based on surveys 
conducted i n  s imi la r  areas ,  the probabili ty of prehis tor ic  sites 
occurring i s  considered low. 

6. Vater 

b e a n  annual prec ip i ta t ion  var ies  from 30 t o  75 inches and runoff 
from 14 t o  38 inches. depending on elevation. 
melting a n w  usually causes these streams t o  peak i n  l a t e  May or 
June. 

Runoff from 

C. Resource S i tua t ion  Lone C l i f f  Smeads 01674 
Table 1 

Gross Acres Acres 6600 
Acres 6600 

Semiprim. Nomotor. RVDs 1500 Signif icant  F isher ies  
Stream Uiles U i l e s  0 

Range Stream Rabitat  Acres 0 
Sui table  Acres Acres 0 Lakes No. 0 
A m  A W S  0 Lake Eabitat  Acres 0 

Tentative Sui table  Acres 4100 Existing No. 0 
Standing Volume UUBF 40 

Timber Water Developments 

Corridors 
Existing h Poten t i a l  No. 0 

Wildlife - ThE 
Grizzly Bear Rabitat  

S i tua t ion  1 Acres - 
Si tua t ion  2 Acres - 
Si tua t ion  3 Acres - 

Wildlife - Big Game (Elk. Deer) 

Summer Range Total  Acres 1800 
Winter Range Total  Acres 2300 

0 0 Special  Uses Existing No. 

Minerals 
Eardrock Potent ia l  

Very High Acres 
Eigh Acres 
Uoderate Acres 
L w  Acres 

Uining C l a i m s  No. 
O i l  6 Cas Po ten t i a l  

Very Righ Acres 
Eigh Acres 
Moderate Acres 
LOU Acres 
Unknown Acres 

Leases No. 
Leased Acres Acres 

O i l  6 Gas Leases 

- 
600 

6000 
10 

- 
6600 - 

3 
6600 

Existing F a c i l i t i e s  No. 0 



c-237 

D. Mnaagement Considerations Lane  Cl i f f  Smeads 01674 

1. Land Use Authorizations 

n e r e  Ere no spec ia l  uses i n  the sres.  O i l  6 gas leases  ex is t .  

2. Fi re  

F i r e  occurrence i s  low (no f i r e s  i n  t h e  l a s t  10 years) and t h e  
fuels  s i t ua t ion  is predominately dense conifer  EtEnds  w i t h  thick.  
downed. woody mater ie l  as  ground fuels.  

3. Insect and Disease 

No known insec t  end d isease  problems a re  occurring or  a re  
anticipated . 

4. Ron-Federal hods 

There a re  no p r iva t e  lands i n  the ares. 

IV.  need 

A. Proximity to  Other Wilderness and t o  Population Centers 

This rosd1esa area is approximately 100 miles from Spokane, Washington 
and 10 m i l e s  from t h e  Cabinet Mountains Wilderness. which are n w  
ge t t ing  more than 18,000 RVD's per year. This use i s  beginning t o  
increase r a p i d l y  und is projected t o  increase s teadi ly .  

Contribution t o  Rational Wilderness Preservation Systes 

This area is representat ive of the Doughs-fir ,  Cedar Hemlock Pine. 
and Western Spruce F i r  Forests  ecosystems and as such, a r e  not 
uncommon i n  the ex is t ing  wilderness preservation system. 

B. 

C. Public In t e re s t  

During the BABE I1 public reviev period, over 1.300 people commented 
on t h e  area. most of whom (86%) vere opposed t o  a wilderness 
designation for the  sres .  BARK I1 recommended non-vilderness. During 
the Unit  Planning process (Bul l  Biver-Clark Fork) no expressions 
favoring wilderness f o r  the area vere voiced nor has there  been recent  
support fo r  wilderness. 

V. Alternatives and Environmental Consequences 

A. Managmat Prescr ip t ion  Aseignunt by Alternat ive 

Multiple use management prescr ip t ions  vere grouped i n t o  categories  
(manugfment emphases) which have similar impacts on the  wilderness and 
roadless resources. The fol loving t ab le  displays how the roadless 
area acreage VOE designated i n  each al ternat ive.  I n  addition, the 
8-q of management emphasis fur ther  defines the r a t e  of development 
t h a t  is expected t o  occur i n  soma a l t e rna t ives  8s w e l l  a s  t h e  fu ture  
dimposition of t h e  inventoried rocld1ess ares.  



Table 2. Y a n a g m n t  Emphals 0 1  A l t s m s t l r a  for Rodless Araa. 

~ ~ r r r ( l u ~ ~ y ~ p  ( n k r - i  

A B C D E F G H I J K  L Y N O  - 
h . l l d m S S  ( W I . * S )  

Pr 1.1 t I d S r 1 p r  1.1 t IYe 
Rareat lo" ,  vlelllng. 
Yl"1N.  us0 A m a s  .2 .2 .2 .2 .2 1.4 .2 0 0 l . s  1.3 0 .2 .2 4.2 

l l l l l"lldTO... 1- Dn.) 
Blg G s a  WIntsr Range 2.4 2.4 2.4 2.4 2.4 2.4 2,4 0 .9 2.6 2.6 2.4 2.4 2.4 2.4 

h . l I d r a s  (0mlop.d) 
T l a e r  Harvest WIth  

Wlldl I f .  a n d l a  
v l r l n g  &nag.olnt. 
Y ln lu .  USE &-.a* due t o  
Stesp Slop., (x 

Rqenratlon 
prmi- 3.9 3.9 3.9 3.9 3.9 2.1 3.9 0 S.6 2.6 2.6 4.1 3.9 3.9 0 

........................................................................................................................... 
S- of Ys-nt Eghls t  

h . 1  IdarneS. 
Developed - D r M e  I: .9 .9 .9 .9 .9 .9 .9 0 .I . I  .l .9 . I  .9 0 

Decade s, S.9 3.9 3.9 3.9 3.9 2.7 3.9 0 5,s 2.6 2.6 4.1 3.9 3.9 0 

R O M I e I I  - Decade I :  S.6 S.6 5.6 S.6 S.6 S.6 5.6 0 S.2 5.8 5.8 S.6 6.4 S.6 6.6 
Decade 51 2.6 2.6 2.6 2.6 2.6 2.6 2.6 0 0.9 3.9 3.9 2.4 2.6 2.6 6.6 

Ra-nded I I I d . m m s  0 0 0 0 0 0 0 6 . 6  0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Total kru- L a  CIIff Lads 6.6 6.6 6.6 6.6 6.6 6.6 6.6 6.6 6.6 6.6 6.6 6.6 6.6 6.6 6.6 

0 
I 
N 
W a 
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1. Designation: Wilderneso 
Management h p h a r i s :  H i  l de rness  

The Lone C l i f f  Smead road leas  a rea  i s  recommended f o r  wi lderness  i n  
i t s  e n t i r e t y  only i n  A l t e r n a t i v e  8. No o t h e r  a l t e r n a t i v e  recommends 
wilderness  f o r  t h e  a rea .  There a r e  no s p e c i f i c  g r o u n d d i s t u r b i n g  
management a c t i v i t i e s  a s soc ia t ed  w i t h  wi lderness  a r e a s  a l though t h e  
establ ishment  of these a r e a s  may, i n  i t s e l f ,  have e f f e c t s  on o t h e r  
resources  and uses .  

A wi lderness  c l a s s i f i c e t i o n  f o r  t h e  a r e s  w i l l  preserve t h e  p r i m i t i v e  
c h a r a c t e r  of t h e  a rea .  The q u a l i t y  road le s s  hunt ing experiences 
a v a i l a b l e  w i l l  be p ro tec t ed  and old growth timber h a b i t a t  w i l l  be  
provided. 

There are about 4.100 acres of s u i t a b l e  t imberland i n  t h e  a r ea  t h a t  
would be  unava i l ab le  f o r  harvest i n  A l t e r n a t i v e  €I. This  i n a b i l i t y  t o  
manage the  timber re source  would p r imar i ly  a f f e c t  w i l d l i f e  h a b i t a t  
management a s  t h e  oppor tuni ty  t o  improve forage  and c r e a t e  openings 
would be  foregone. 

Big game s-er range  (about  1.800 a c r e s )  and w i n t e r  range (2,300 
a c r e s )  would no t  be  managed under t h i s  emphasis, through e i t h e r  
burning or timber ha rves t .  
t h e  s e c u r i t y  t h a t  wi lderness  would provide.  

Wilderness w i l l  res t r ic t  t h e  exp lo ra t ion  fo r .  and removal o f ,  minera l  
resources .  Under t h e  Wilderness A c t ,  t he  land would be  withdrawn from 
minera l  e n t r y  s i n c e  no v a l i d  mining claims e x i s t .  
and gas  l e a s e s  would b e  honored. hOWVeK. 
considered s i g n i f i c a n t  i n  t h a t  t h e  minera l  p o t e n t i a l  i s  gene ra l ly  low 
(6 por t ion  i s  rated sa moderate) snd the o i l  and gas  p o t e n t i a l  i s  
moderate. If t h e r e  is no discovery when a l e a s e  exp i r e s .  then t h e  
land w i l l  be w i t h d r a m  from minera l  l eas ing .  

k t i v i t i e s  permisaable  i n  wilderness .  when au thor ized  by t h e  1964 
Wilderness Ac t  or wi lde rness  management p lans .  can  c o s t  more than 
a c t i v i t i e s  i n  a r e a s  wi thout  t h e  r e s t r i c t i o n s .  R e s t r i c t i o n s  apply 
pr imar i ly  t o  mode of transportar, : .on.  u se  of chainsaws i n  the  
wilderness .  and removing s i g n s  of t h e  i n t r u s i o n  a f t e r  p r o j e c t  
cmtplet ion.  
d i s e a s e  and p e s t  c o n t r o l ,  and f i r e  suppression.  would b e  conducted 
while  p r o t e c t i n g  t h e  wi lderness  va lues  which. i n  tu rn .  r e q u i r e s  more 
t i m e .  adherence t o  more s t r i n g e n t  requirements.  and more money being 
spent .  

Soc ia l  and economic e f f e c t s  would c e n t e r  around t h e  resource  va lues  of 
r e c r e a t i o n ,  w i l d l i f e ,  wi lderness ,  and timber. semi-primitive 
r e c r e s t i o n  a c t i v i t i e s  such as hunt iag i n  a r o a d l e s s  s e t t i n g ,  would 
continue. Timberland would no t  be  a v a i l a b l e  i n  Alternat ive 8 ,  t hus  
not  support ing t h e  wood products  industry.  
wi lderness  would b e  supported by t h i s  management emphasis. 

However. b i g  game would be  b e n e f i t t e d  by 

The e x i s t i n g  o i l  
This r e s t r i c t i o n  is not  

Uhen permi t ted .  a c t i v i t i e s  such a s  minera l  exp lo ra t ion ,  

Those p u b l i c s  valuing 

http://3rna.de


c-240 

Lone C l i f f  S w a d s  01674 

Manageunt  Emphases: P r imi t ive  Beereation. S a i - p r i m i t i v e  
2. Designation: Nonri1derness ( b a d l e s s )  

Bollotorired Recreation, V i e m i n g ,  and L i m i t e d  
Use k e a s  

Every a l t e r n a t i v e ,  except A l t e r n a t i v e s  H. 1. and L. des igna te s  a 
p o r t i o n  of t h e  a r e a  t o  these  management emphases. 
d i s p l a y s  t h e  percent  of t he  a rea  des igna ted  t o  roadless  management. 

The following c h a r t  

Percent  of t h e  Area Designated t o  b a d h a s  Management 
By Alternative 

A B C D B P G E I J K I l4 B 0 

3 3 3 3  3 2 1  3 0 0 20 20 0 3 3 63 

There a r e  few, i f  any, ground-dis turb ing  management a c t i v i t i e s  
s p e c i f i c a l l y  a s soc ia t ed  with roadlessness .  A c t i v i t i e s  a r e  a s soc ia t ed  
p r imar i ly  with d ispersed  r e c r e a t i o n  inc luding  hunt ing and f i sh ing .  

The r o a d l e s s  c h a r a c t e r  of t h e  a r e a  w i l l  be  maintained i n  these  
emphases. 
o ld  growth timber h a b i t a t  w i l l  b e  p ro tec t ed .  
w i l l  be  provided. 

Like wi lderness ,  roadless  des igna t ions  r e q u i r e  s t i f f e r  requirements 
f o r  conducting a c t i v i t i e s .  requirements  t h a t  a r e  designed t o  p r o t e c t  
t he  q u a l i t i e s  i nhe ren t  i n  a road le s s  a l l o c a t i o n .  Rea t r i c t ions  on 
access  and mode of t r a v e l  are major l i m i t a t i o n s  f o r  conducting 
a c t i v i t i e s .  o f t e n  making t h e  a c t i v i t y  more expensive t o  accomplish. 
Such a c t i v i t i e s  can inc lude  w i l d l i f e  and f i s h  h a b i t a t  improvements. 
mineral .  o i l  and gas  exploration/developnent. i n s e c t  and d i s e a s e  
c o n t r o l ,  and w i l d f i r e  suppression. 

The s o c i a l  and economic e f f e c t s  a r e  p r imar i ly  t h e  b e n e f i t s  of 
semi-pr imi t ive  r e c r e a t i o n  oppor tun i t i e s .  Timber would no t  b e  
a v a i l a b l e  f o r  harves t  under these  emphases. 

3. Designation: Uonri lderness  (8-e Development) 

P r imi t ive  r ec rea t ion  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  w i l l  be maximized and 
Secur i ty  f o r  b i g  game 

Management Emphasis: 

A l l  a l t e r n a t i v e s .  except A l t e r n a t i v e  €I. des igna te  a por t ion  of t h e  
a r ea  t o  t h i s  management emphasis. Al ternat ive I des igna tes  13% of t h e  
area (900 a c r e s )  while  A l t e r n a t i v e s  J and K each des igna te  40% of t h e  
a r e a  (2.600 ac res ) .  A l l  o the r  a l t e r n a t i v e s  des igna te  36% of t h e  area 
(2 .400 a c r e s ) .  This emphasia is loca ted  throughout t he  a res .  The 
i n t e n t  i a  t o  manage u i n t e r  range h a b i t a t  f o r  t h e  b e n e f i t  of e l k  and 
deer .  Prescr ibed  burning is t h e  primary management a c t i v i t y .  

The impact on t h e  wilderness  sod r o a d l e s s  c h a r a c t e r  caused by t h i s  
emphasis is short-term i n  nature .  The na tu ra lness  of the  a r e a  would 
b e  a l t e r e d  s h o r t l y  a f t e r  burning bu t  v e g e t a t i v e  recovery would make 
t h i s  a c t i v i t y  less apparent  l a t e r  on. Impacts on the  timber and 
minera l  resources  would be  i n s i g n i f i c a n t  i n  t h i s  emphasis. 

S o c i a l  and economic e f f e c t s  vould be  p r imar i ly  one of support  of those  
pub l i c s  valuing w i l d l i f e  i n  t h e  a rea .  

Big Came Winter Raqe 
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4. D e s i s u t i o n :  Eoori lderneos (Dareloped) 
I l . w g a a n t  Eqbaaes :  Big Came Winter Range Timber, B i g  Grime Summer 

Bnng~ Timber, Wi ld l i f e  Timber, Gr izz ly  
T h b e r .  T i n b e r  O p t h i s a t i o n .  Timber Viewing. 
Vier ing rimber,  Hinhnm Use due t o  S teep  
Slopen or w e n e r n t i o n  Problems. 

Timber ha rves t  and a s soc ia t ed  a c t i v i t i e s .  such a s  road b u i l d i n g ,  have 
more a f f e c t  on t h e  phys ica l  end b i o l o g i c a l  environment than any of t h e  
o t h e r  f o r e s t  management a c t i v i t i e s .  The ex ten t  of t h e  e f f e c t s  a r e  
dependent on management regimes se l ec t ed .  Every a l t e r n a t i v e .  except 
A l t e r n a t i v e s  K end 0, des ignn tes  a po r t ion  of t h e  area t o  t h e s e  
emphases. The fol lowing c h a r t  d i s p l a y s  t h e  percent  of t h e  a r e a  
des igna ted  t o  development a 1 a c t i v i t i e s  . 
Percent  of t h e  Area Dosignetad for Developmental Activities 

By Alternative 

A B C D II P C E I J K L 11 A 0 

60 60 60 60 60 41 60 0 87 40 40 63 60 60 0 

In a l l  a l t e r n a t i v e s  where t hese  emphases occur. development is 
scheduled t o  take p l a c e  sometime dur ing  t h e  first decade. (See Table  3 
a t  t h e  end of t h i s  d i s c u s s i o n ) .  During t h e  f i r s t  decade, from 1 t o  6 
m i l e s  of rood w i l l  be  i n  p lace .  depending on the a l t e r n a t i v e ,  and by 
t h e  f i f t h  decade, 8 t o  19  m i l e a  of road w i l l  be  i n  place.  

The n a t u r a l n e s s  of t h e  area w i l l  b e  impacted by t imber  c u t t i n g  u n i t s  
and roads. 
Pork Valley and i s  h igh ly  v i s i b l e  from Highway 200. A c t i v i t i e s  
conducted h e r e  would impact t he  view. Boading foregoes  t h e  
oppor tuni ty  t o  c o n s i d e r  t h e  a r e a  f o r  wi lderness  i n  t h e  long-term and 
reduces t h e  oppor tuni ty  f o r  s o l i t u d e  and p r i m i t i v e  r e c r e a t i o n  
experiences.  

Timber ha rves t  end roads  could r e s u l t  io a short-term r e d u c t i o n  i n  b ig  
g a w - c o v e r  and s e c u r i t y .  A c t i v i t i e s  conducted i n  b i g  game h a b i t a t  a r e  
coord ina ted .wi th  w i l d l i f e  needs and inc lude  t h e  c l o s u r e  of roads upon 
completion of t h e  a c t i v i t y  and in su r ing  t h a t  adequate  cover  i s  l e f t .  
Long-term b e n e f i t s  t o  w i l d l i f e  i nc lude  maintaining and improving 
w i l d l i f e  forage.  

S o c i a l  and economic e f f e c t s  are r e l a t e d  p r imar i ly  t o  t h e  resource  
va lues  of timber. w i l d l i f e ,  wi lderness ,  and r ec rea t ion .  The ha rves t  
of timber i s  important t o  t h e  economic base of communities i n  t h e  
Fores t .  Timber from t h e  Lone C l i f f  Smeads r o a d l e s s  area would 
c o n t r i b u t e  t o  t h e  economic base. 
becauae of t h e  change i n  t h e  r o a d l e s s  s e t t i n g  t o  a roaded n a t u r a l  
setting. 
cha rac t e r .  
f o r  t h e  a r e a  would not  b e  supported by these  emphases. 
impacts on b i g  game and o t h e r  s p e c i e s  could be  r a i s e d  by t h e  
a c t i v i t i e s  scheduled i n  t h e s e  emphases, but would be addressed by 
e f f o r t s  t o  m i t i g a t e  the  impacts. 

The n o r t h  f ac ing  p o r t i o n  of t h e  area f a c e s  i n t o  t h e  C l a r k  

Bunting exper iences  could be  a l t e r e d  

b a d  c losu re6  would r e t a i n  t h e  a r e a  c l o s e r  t o  i t s  e x i s t i n g  
Those p u b l i c s  d e s i r i n g  wi lderness  or r o a d l e s s  mangement 

Concerns about 

. 



Table 3. O r a d d . 1  Outputs by Altarnotlvo for Roadless A r e a .  

t,uEmmw 
f ! !  OECME A B C O F F G H I J K I H N 0 

Rr. U l l d e m n s  W r e s  0 0 0 0 0  0 0 6.6 0 0 0 0 0  0 0 

Roadless Wres .2 .2 .2 .2 .2 1.4 .2 0 0 1.3 1.3 0 .2 .2 4.2 

Rwreatlon 
~r im./biprin.mwr 2 2 2 2 2  7 I I 0 2 2 I 7  2 20 0 

h l p r l m .  mtor.mvos 31 31 31 31 31 32 31 0 47 37 37 31 31 31 12 

T1ab.r 
S"ltab10 wcr.5 3.9 3.9 3.9 3.9 3.9 2.7 3.9 0 2.6 2.6 2.6 4.1 3.9 3.9 0 
Volum (YBT) I 20.0 20.0 20.0 20.0 20.0 20.0 20.0 0 .4 lY .2  13.2 20.0 1.0 20.0 0 

3 16.0 16.0 16.0 16.4 16.0 8.0 7.8 0 8.9 7.6 7.6 16.0 15.0 16.0 0 
Y 12.0 12.9 12.0 12.9 12.9 13.0 12.9 0 13.6 12.3 12.3 13.0 11.0 13.0 0 

+!arYe,t k m  - Wr.r I .9 .9 .9 .9 .9 .9 .9 0 . I  .7 .7 .9 .06 .9 0 
3 .9 .9 .9 1.6 .9 . 3  .L 0 .6 . 3  .3 .9 1.3 1.6 0 
5 .Y .Y .Y .Y . 3  . 3  . 3  0 1.3 .Y .Y .Y .4 .I 0 

Roads 
Roads Constrvctsd 
First DTd. - YIies 1 4 4 4 4 3 4 0 6  3 3 Y I 4 0 

T0t.l ROM YII..I 
)*.dad by F l t t h  
D r d e  - YI1as 18 18 18 18 18 9 18 0 8 8  8 I9 16 18 0 

HOT ~ I C N B E  IN n t i s  
ROMLESS M A  

WI1611fe - 819 G- 
su-r Rang. Ukr.5 0 .5 0 0 0 2.4 0 0 0 2.3 2.3 1.0 .06 0 O 

W1nre.r Rang. Ukrer 2.4 2.4 2.4 2.4 2.4 2.4 2.4 0 1.7 2.6 2.6 2.4 2.4 2.4 2.4 

Ylneralr L OlllGas 
Very Hlghl 
High Potential - 
kC6"slbl. Iucr.s 

HOT N'LPRIUBLE I N  THIS 
ROMLESS M A  

n 
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KooTgHAI NATIOBbL FOPBST 

0 McNeeley - 01675 Sta t e :  Montana 

Gross Acres: 7,700 Bat Acres: 7,700 

I. Descr ip t ion  

The a rea  is located due vest of t he  Noxon Reservoir i n  t h e  C l a r k  Fork 
Valley,  reached v i a  Marten Creek Road from S t a t e  Eighvay 200. 

Jackson Gulch, McNeeley Creek and s e v e r a l  unnamed t r i b u t a r i e s  t o  both t h e  
South Branch and South Forks of Marten Creek e i t h e r  o r i g i n a t e  wi th in  o r  
t r a v e r s e  t h i s  roadleas  a rea .  

The south-facing s lopes  along the  South Fork of Marten Creek, McNeeley 
Creek, and Jackaon Gulch are s t e e p  and open v i t h  very s c a t t e r e d  groups of 
trees. Slopes a r e  a l s o  very  s t e e p  bu t  tree covered i n t o  Marten Creek. 
Slopea a r e  more moderate around t h e  &Neeley Peak r i d g e l i n e  and Upper 
McNeeley Creek. Host of t h e  road le s s  a r e a  burned i n  t h e  1930's and much of 
t h i a  land has  not  regenerated t o  trees. Approximately 7 5  percent  of t h i s  
u n i t  is s u i t a b l e  f o r  timber product ion,  and about one-third of t he  u n i t  i s  
important b i g  game w i n t e r  range. 

The a rea  i s  bordered by timber harves t  a c t i v i t i e s  such as roads and 
c l e a r c u t s .  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  t h e  vest, and by a powerline c o r r i d o r  t o  the  
south.  The Marten Creek Road borders  t h e  nor thern  por t ion .  0 

. 

The a r e a ' s  e l k  popula t ion  a t t r a c t s  hunters  i n  the  f a l l  a s  doea the  q u a l i t y  
of t h e  back country hunt ing  experience.  

Curren ts  u ses ,  inc luding  hunt ing i n  the  f a l l .  a r e  approximately 1,500 Em)'s 
per  year.  

11. Capab i l i t y  

A. Natural  I n t e g r i t y  d Appearance 

The n a t u r a l  i n t e g r i t y  of t h e  a r e a  i s  high v i t h  no manmade f e a t u r e s  t o  
d e t r a c t  from t h e  n a t u r a l  appearance 

B. Oppor tuni t ies  for So l i tude  

Oppor tuni t ies  f o r  s o l i t u d e  are moderate due t o  t h e  v i a u a l  i n t r u s i o n  of 
t h e  pover l ine  c o r r i d o r  bordering t h e  southern  p o r t i o n  and the  Narten 
Creek Road running along t h e  nor thern  border.  

C. P r imi t ive  Recreat ion Oppor tuni t ies  

P r imi t ive  r e c r e a t i o n  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  include e l k  hunting. The e l k  
hunting exper ience  provides  t h e  most cha l lenge  i n  t h e  a r e a  end i s  the  
s p e c i a l  a t t r a c t i o n  f o r  moat people. 
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The McNeeley r o a d l e s s  a r e a  vas  i d e n t i f i e d  dur ing  BABE 11. The 
recoumendation a t  t h a t  t i m e  was f o r  non-wilderness  and the  a r e s  was 
subsequent ly  a l l o c a t e d  t o  both developmental and nondevelopmental 
uses.  The d i f f e r e n c e  i n  t h e  BARS I1 a c r e s  and t h e  1983 Inventory 
a c r e s  shown below r e f l e c t  an adjustment made t o  r econc i l e  t h e  a c r e s  
v i t h  those  ea t ab l i ahed  i n  the  Forest  d a t a  base. 

G r o s s  &t 
kmr. w 

8800 8800 BABg I1 inventory 

7700 7700 1983 r o a d l e s s  inventory 
-1100 -1100 Data Base Adjustment 

The nonconforming uses  t h a t  would c o n f l i c t  wi th  a v i l d e r n e s s  
c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  f o r  t h e  a r e a  a r e  t h e  e x i s t i n g  o i l  6 gas  leases. 

The manageabi l i ty  of t h e  present  boundary is g e n e r a l l y  good except  on 
t h e  western edge where t h e  border  does n o t  fol low vel1 def ined  
topographic  f e a t u r e s .  The boundry i n  o t h e r  a r e a s  is s a t i s f a c t o r y ,  
fol lowing roads  and t h e  powerline c o r r i d o r .  

111. A v a i l a b i l i t y  

A. 

B. 

Significant bsoorce P o t e n t i a l s  

1. Recrea t ion  

I t  is es t imated  t h a t  8 p o t e n t i a l  of 2.600 RVD's of u i l d e r a e s s  
r e c r e a t i o n  could be  provided p e r  year .  
a t  1,500 RVD's per  year .  

Current  use  is es t imated  

2. W i l d l i f e  

Oppor tun i t i e s  exist on south s lopes  of t h e  road le s s  area, 
p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  t h e  South Fork of Marten Creek, f o r  e l k  v i n t e r  
range management (burning) .  

3. Timber 

Approximately 5.400 acres a r e  o u i t a b l e  t imberland capable  of 
producing a t  least 20 cubic  f e e t  p e r  a c r e  pe r  yea r  of timber 
growth. Over 90% of t h i s  t imberland is loca ted  on s iopes  s t e e p e r  
than  55%. h a d  bu i ld ing  w i l l  b e  d i f f i c u l t  and c o s t l y  and logging 
w i l l  r e q u i r e  use of c a b l e  or  h e l i c o p t e r  yarding methods. 

Other Be6ourcca 

1. F i a b e r i e s  

No s i g n i f i c a n t  f i o h e r i e s  =cur  i n  t h i s  r o a d l e s s  area. 
t h e r e  are sme t r i b u t a r i e s  t h a t  f low i n t o  Marten Creek which 
suppor t s  brook. rainbow, and c u t t h r o a t  t rou t .  

However. 
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There a r e  no l i v e s t o c k  g raz ing  a l lo tmen t s  i n  t h e  a r e a  and t h e  
graz ing  p o t e n t i a l  i s  a l l  t r a n s i t o r y  range. 

Minera Is 

The minera l  p o t e n t i a l  is low and t h e  o i l  and gas  p o t e n t i a l  is 
moderate. 

C u l t u r a l  Bcronrcss 

There a r e  no known h i s t o r i c  or p r e h i s t o r i c  c u l t u r a l  sites. Based 
upon surveys done i n  s i m i l a r  l oca t ions .  t h e  p r o b a b i l i t y  of 
p r e h i s t o r i c  sites occur r ing  is considered low. 

Water 

Mean annual p r e c i p i t a t i o n  i n  t h e  a r e a  v a r i e s  from about 36 t o  75 
inches,  runoff  from about  12 t o  38 inches,  depending on 
e leva t ion .  Normal pa& runoff  occurs  i n  Uay o r  June and is t h e  
only t i m e  water  q u a l i t y  can  be  degraded. 

2. 

3 .  

4. 

5 .  

C. Resource S i t u a t i o n  kneeley 01675 
Table  1 

t 

Gross Acres Acres 
Net Acres Acres 

Recrea t ion  
Semiprim. Nonmotor. RVDs 

Rang e 
S u i t a b l e  Acres Acres 
AUMS AIMS 

Timber 
Ten ta t ive  S u i t a b l e  Acres 
Standing Volume HneP 

Cor r ido r s  
Ex i s t ing  h P o t e n t i a l  No. 

W i l d l i f e  - ThE 
Gr izz ly  Bear Habi ta t  

S i t u a t i o n  1 Acres 
S i t u a t i o n  2 Acres 
S i t u a t i o n  3 Acres 

W i l d l i f e  - Big Game (Elk.  Deer) 

7100 
7100 

1500 

0 
0 

5400 
61 

0 

- - - 

Summer Range Tota l  Acres 4400 0 Winter Range To ta l  Acres 3200 

S p e c i a l  Uses Exia t ing  No. 0 
Ex i s t ing Fac i 1 it  ies No. 0 

S i g n i f i c a n t  F i s h e r i e s  
Stream Miles Uiles 
Stream Habi ta t  Acres 
Lakes No. 
Lake Habi ta t  Acres 

Water Developments 
Ex i s t ing  No. 

Uinera Is 
Hardrock P o t e n t i a l  

Very High Acres 
High Acres 
Moderate Acres 
Low k r e a  

Mining Claims No. 
O i l  & Gas P o t e n t i a l  

Very 0igh Acres 
High Acres 
Moderate Acres 
Low Acres 
Unknovn Acres 

Leases No. 
Leased Acres Acres 

O i l  h Gas Leases 

0 
0 
0 
0 

0 

- 
- 
- 

1100 
0 - 
- 
- 

7700 - 
- 
4 

1100 
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1. 

2. 

3 .  

4. 

Land Use h t h o r i z n t i o n s  

There a re  no special  uses .  O i l  & gas leases  ex i s t .  

F i r e  

The area has had a low occurrence of f i re  (no f i r e s  in  t h e  l a s t  
10 years). 
stands w i t h  sparse undergrowth and thin layers  of ground fuels.  

Insect and Direem 

The insect  and dioease s i t ua t ion  i s  s tnhle ,  w i t h  about 102 of the 
stands being suscept ible  mature lodgepole pine h u t  no insect or 
disease a c t i v i t y  presently occurring (1983). 

l o o 4 e d e r a l  I d s  

There are  no pr iva te  lands i n  t h e  area. 

The fue ls  s i t ua t ion  i n  the area is healthy conifer 

need 

P r o x b i t y  t o  Other Wildernesa and to  Population Centers 

The &!leeley roadless area is about 10 a i r  m i l e s  from the Cabinet 
blountains Wilderness. 
Xontana (160 miles) a r e  the nearest  large population centers.  

Contribution t o  Matioaal Wilderness Preservation System 

This area i s  representat ive of the Western Spruce F i r  Forest ecosystem 
which i s  common i n  t h e  ex is t ing  wilderness system. 

Public Imterest 

During the IUBE I1 public review period. over 1,300 people commented 
on the  area,  most of whom (86%)  were opposedto  a wilderness 
c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  for  the area. W I1 recommended non-wilderness. 
During the Unit Planning process. no d i r e c t  support for  wilderness was 
expressed nor has there been any recently. 

Alternatives and Envirwmantal Cwrequeaces 

Mewemeat Praseriptiom b s i p m e n t  by Alternative 

Multiple uae management prescr ipt ions were grouped i n t o  categories  
( a a n a g m n t  emphaSes) which have s imi la r  impacts on t h e  wilderness and 
roadless resources. The following tab le  d isp lays  how t h e  roadless 
area acreage was designated i n  each a l te rna t ive .  In  addition. the 
summary of management emphasis fur ther  def ines  the r a t e  of development 
tha t  is expected t o  occur i n  some a l t e rna t ives  as well as  the future  
disposi t ion of t h e  inventoried roadless area. 

Spokane, Washington (110 miles) and Missoula. 

0 

i 



Table 2. Manag-nt Empharls b y  Alternative tor LJcl$eLny Roadless Area. 

ALEWLUS (I4 Acres1 

A B C O E F G H I J K  L H N O  - 
lbm.lldorne15 (Roadless) 

Recreatlon. Vlerlng, 
Yl"1mu. use Areas 1.6 1 . 4 1 . 4  0 1 . d 2 . 1  1.4 0 1 . 5  0 0 0 0 0 5 . 4  

P ~ l ~ l t I " e l s ~ 1 p r l ~ l t l r s  

Non"1ldermss (%an O W . 1  
819 G m  Ulnter Range 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1.9 2.5 2.5 0 0 0 2.3 

.. 
Regermrtltlon 
Prcblems 6.0 6.3 6.3 1.1 6.3 S.6 6.3 0 5.3 5.2 5.2 1.1 7.7 7.7 0 

UI  I d e r m s l  
Rgcmmnded Wlldernerr 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 . 1  0 0 0 0 0 0 0 ........................................................................................................................... 

sunnary O f  Ysnap.l.nt Enpharlr: 

)lonrlIdsrnssr 
0e"elOpec - Decade I: .I .1 . 2  0 .2 0 .2 0 0 0 0 0 .I .1 0 

Decade 5 :  6.D 6.3 6.3 1.7 6.3 5.6 6.3 0 S.3 5.2 5.2 1.7 7.1 1.1 0 

~ o a d ~ e s r  - Decade I: 1.6 1.6 1.5 1.1 1.5 7.7 1.5 0 1.7 1.1 1.1 1.7 1.6 1.6 7.1 
Oecc.d* s: 1.6 1.4 1.4 0 1.4 2.1 1.4 0 1.4 2.5 2.5 0 0 0 5.4 

Rec-MId Wlldernerr 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 . 7  0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Total A C ~ ~ S -  kmeiw 1.1 1.1 1.1 1.1 7.7 1.1 1.1 1.1 7.1 1.1 1.1 1.1 7.7 1.1 1.1 
n 
I 
N c 
m 
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1. DukMtim: Wilderness 
lkna8-t Xmphamio: Wildormema 

The &Neeley road leas  area is rec-nded f o r  wilderness i n  i t s  
e n t i r e t y  i n  A l t e r n o t i v e  8. No o t h e r  A l t e r n a t i v e  recommends 
wi lderness  f o r  the area. There a r e  no s p e c i f i c  g r o u n d d i s t u r b i n g  
management a c t i v i t i e s  s s s o c i a t e d  wi th  wi lderness  a r e a s  a l though 
t h e  es tab l i sh lsan t  of t h e s e  areas may. i n  i t s e l f ,  have e f f e c t s  on 
o t h e r  resources  and uses .  

I n  A l t e r n a t i v e  H ( a l l  wi lderness) .  t h e  p r i m i t i v e  character of t h e  
area would b e  maintained.  The o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  s o l i t u d e ,  
a l though considered moderate i n  q u a l i t y ,  would be  maintained as 
would t h e  q u a l i t y  r o a d l e s s  e l k  hunting exper iences  o f f e red  i n  the  
area.  

There sre about 5.400 acres of s u i t a b l e  t imberland i n  t h e  a r e a ,  
none of which would b e  harvested i n  A l t e r n a t i v e  E. This  
i n a b i l i t y  t o  harvest timber would a f f e c t  w i l d l i f e  h a b i t a t  
improvement and sa lvage  of lodgepole p ine  i n f e s t e d  by t h e  
mountain p i n e  beetle. 

Big game win te r  range improvement act ivi t ies .  through t h e  use  of 
burning,  would no t  occur  i n  t h i s  emphasis. This i n a b i l i t y  t o  
produce fo rage  would be  o f f s e t  by t h e  b e n e f i t s  of s e c u r i t y  that  
wi lderness  provides  by l i m i t i n g  sccess  i n t o  t h e  area. 

Wilderness w i l l  restrict t h e  exp lo ra t ion  f o r ,  and removal of .  
mineral resources .  Under the Wilderness Act,  t h e  land would b e  
withdrawn from mine ra l  e n t r y  s i n c e  no v a l i d  mining c la ims  e x i s t .  
Ibe e x i s t i n g  o i l  and gas leases would be  honored, however. This  
r e s t r i c t i o n  is n o t  considered s i g n i f i c a n t  i n  t h a t  t h e  mineral  
p o t e n t i a l  i s  low and t h e  o i l  and gas  p o t e n t i a l  i s  moderate. I f  
t h e r e  i s  no d i scove ry  when a lease exp i re s ,  then  t h e  land w i l l  be  
withdrawn from mine ra l  l eas ing .  

A c t i v i t i e s  p e r n i s e a b i c  i n  wi lderness .  when au thor ized  by t h e  1964 
wilderness  A c t  o r  v i l d e r n e s e  management p l ans ,  can  c o s t  more than 
a c t i v i t i e s  i n  areas without  t h e  r e s t r i c t i o n s .  R e s t r i c t i o n s  apply 
p r imar i ly  t o  mode of t r a n s p o r t a t i o n ,  u se  of chainsaws i n  t h e  
wilderness .  and removing s i g n s  of t h e  i n t r u s i o n  a f t e r  p r o j e c t  
completion. 
exp lo ra t ion ,  d i s e a s e  and p e s t  c o n t r o l ,  and f i r e  suppression.  
would be  conducted w h i l e  p r o t e c t i n g  t h e  wi lderness  va lues  which. 
i n  t u r n ,  r e q u i r e s  more time, adherence t o  more s t r i n g e n t  
requirements.  and more money being spent.  

Social and economic effects would c e n t e r  around t h e  resource  
va lues  of r e c r e a t i o n .  w i l d l i f e ,  wi lderness ,  and timber. 
Semi-pr imi t ive  r e c r e a t i o n  a c t i v i t i e s  such as hunt ing  i n  a 
road le s s  s e t t i n g ,  would cont inue.  Timberland vould no t  he  
a v a i l a b l e  i n  A l t e r n a t i v e  E, t b n s  not  support ing t h e  wood products  
industry.  Those p u b l i c s  va lu ing  wi ldernese  would be supported by 
t h i s  management empbasis. 

When pe rmi t t ed ,  a c t i v i t i e s  such as minera l  
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2. Designation: Bouwildemess (bedless) 

Management Kmphnses: Pr imi t ive  Recreation, Semi-primit ive 
B-torirad %crea t ion ,  V i a r i n g ,  a d  Limited 
Use Areas 

A l t e r n a t i v e s  A, B, C, E. F. G. I. and 0 des igna te  po r t ions  of t h e  a r e a  
t o  t hese  emphases. The fo l lov ing  c h a r t  d i s p l a y s  the  percent  of t he  
a rea  des igna ted  t o  road le s s  management. 

Percent  of Area Designated t o  P o d l e s s  Managaent 
By A l t e r n a t i v e  

A B C D E P G E I J K L w E 0 

. 

21 1 8  18 0 18 28 18 0 20 0 0 0 0 0 70 

There a r e  few. i f  any, g r o u n d d i s t u r b i n g  management a c t i v i t i e s  
s p e c i f i c a l l y  a s soc ia t ed  v i t h  roadlessness .  
p r imar i ly  with d i spe r sed  r e c r e a t i o n  inc luding  hunt ing and f i sh ing .  

The r o a d l e s s  c h a r a c t e r  w i th in  these  emphases w i l l  be  maintained as 
well as semi-pr imi t ive  r e c r e a t i o n  oppor tun i t i e s .  
h a b i t a t  vi11 be  provided a s  wel l  as s e c u r i t y  for b ig  game. 

Like wilderness .  road le s s  des igna t ions  r e q u i r e  s t i f f e r  requirements 
f o r  conducting a c t i v i t i e s .  requirements t h a t  a r e  designad t o  p r o t e c t  
t h e  q u a l i t i e s  i nhe ren t  i n  e roadless  a l l o c a t i o n .  R e s t r i c t i o n s  on 
access  and m o d e  of t rave l  are major l imitat ions f o r  conducting 
a c t i v i t i e s .  o f t e n  making t h e  a c t i v i t y  more expensive t o  accoapl ish.  
Such ac t iv i t ies  can inc lude  w i l d l i f e  and f i s h  h a b i t a t  improv-ts, 
mineral ,  o i l  and gas  exploracion/development, i n s e c t  and d i sease  
c o n t r o l ,  and w i l d f i r e  suppression. 

The social and economic e f f e c t s  a r e  p r imar i ly  the  b e n e f i t s  of 
semi-pr imi t ive  r e c r e a t i o n  oppor tun i t i e s .  Timber would no t  be 
a v a i l a b l e  f o r  ha rves t  i n  these  emphases. 

A c t i v i t i e s  a r e  a s soc ia t ed  

Old grovth  t imber 

3 .  Designation: Uonuildemesr  (8- Dweloplrot) 
* M g m U t  Kqhasis: 

A l t e r n a t i v e s  I, J. K. and 0 des igna te  from 26% t o  33% of t h e  a r e a  t o  
t h i s  emphasis. 
road le s s  area.  p r imar i ly  i n  the South Fork of Marten Creek. The 
i n t e n t  is t o  manage win te r  range h a b i t a t  f o r  t h e  b e n e f i t  of e l k  and 
deer .  Prescr ibed  burning is the  primary management a c t i v i t y .  

The impact on t h e  wi lderness  snd road le s s  c h a r a c t e r  caused by t h i s  
emphasis i s  short-term i n  nature.  "he n a t u r a l n e s s  of t h e  area vould 
be a l t e r e d  s h o r t l y  a f t e r  burning bu t  v e g e t a t i v e  recovery vould make 
t h i s  a c t i v i t y  less apparent  l a t e r  on. 

Impacts on t h e  t imber and mineral  resources  would be  i n s i g n i f i c a n t  i n  
t h i s  emphasis. 

Soc ia l  and economic e f f e c t s  vould be  p r i m a r i l y  one of support  of those 
pub l i c s  va lu ing  w i l d l i f e  i n  t h e  ares. 

Big Game Winter Raqe 

This  emphasis i s  loca ted  along t h e  south s lope of t h e  
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4. Desknation: Nonailderneoa (Developed) 

Management Kqhaoes: Big 6ame Winter Range Timber, Big Came S-er 
huge rWer, Wildlife Timber, Crizr ly  
Timber. TWer Optimization. Timber Vieving, 
Viewing Timber, Plinhum Use due t o  Steep 
Slopes o r  Regeneration Problems. 

Timher harvest and associated a c t i v i t i e s ,  ouch as  road building, have 
more a f f e c t  on the physical and biological  environment than any of the 
other  fo re s t  management a c t i v i t i e s .  The extent of the e f f e c t s  a r e  
depeden t  on management regimes selected.  Every Alternative except tl 
and 0 designates a portion of the area t o  one of these emphases. The 
folloving chart  displays t h e  percent of the area designated t o  
developmental e c t i v i t i e a  by s l t e rna t ive .  

Percent of Area Deaigrued for  Dsvelopocnta~ Ac t iv i t i e s  
By Alterna t i re  

A B C D S F G E I J K L M A 0 

80 82 82 100 82 72  82 0 6 8  67 67 100 100 100 0 

Timber harvest  a c t i v i t i e s  a r e  scheduled t o  Occur i n  the f i r s t  decade 
i n  Alternat ives  A. B, C, E. G ,  M, and N. (See Table 3 a t  t h e  end of 
t h i s  section.) In  a l l  Alternatives except E and 0.  a c t i v i t i e s  v i l l  
occur by or  during the th i rd  decade. 
be i n  place,  depending on the s l te rna t ive .  

As a c t i v i t i e s  take place, t h e  naturalness of the area v i l l  be impacted 
by timber cu t t ing  un i t s ,  roads. and other evidence of man's 
modifications. 
f o r  vi lderness  i n  the long-term and reduces t h e  opportunity f o r  
pr imit ive recreat ion and experiences of soli tude.  

Timber harvest  end roads could r e s u l t  i n  a ehort-term reduction i n  big 
g m  cover and security.  Act iv i t iea  conducted i n  big game h a b i t a t  are 
coordinated with w i l d l i f e  needs and include the closure of roads upon 
c m p l e t i o n  of the a c t i v i t y  and insuring tha t  adequate cover is l e f t .  
Long-term benef i t s  t o  wi ld l i f e  include maintaining and improving 
w i l d l i f e  forwe. 

Socia l  ~ o d  economic e f f e c t s  are related primarily t o  the resource 
values of tiaber. wi ld l i fe ,  wilderness. and recreation. 
of Cider is important t o  the-economic base of c o s u n i t i e s  i n  t h e  
Forest. 
t he  economic base. 
t he  change i n  t h e  roadlass s e t t i n g  t o  a roaded na tura l  se t t ing .  
c loaures  would r e t a i n  the area c lose r  t o  i ts  exis t ing charscter .  
Those publics desir ing vildernesa or  roadlesa mangement f o r  t h e  area 
vould not be supported by these emphases. Concerns about impacts on 
b ig  game and other species could b e  ra ised by t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  scheduled 
i n  these emphases. but would be addressed by e f f o r t s  t o  mi t iga te  the  
impacts. 

From 15 t o  22 miles of road v i11  

h a d i n g  foregoes the opportunity t o  consider the area 

The harvest  

r ider  from the  & b e l e y  rodless  area would contr ibute  t o  
Ranting experiences could be a l t e r ed  because of 

b a d  



Table 3. Deced.1 O u t p u t s  by A I t e r n ~ t l v ~  for Roadle~s  Area. 

6uEwmlu 

DECME A 8 C 0 F F G H I J K L H w a 

Rec. UIldernerr Wcrei  0 0 0 0 0 0 0 7 . 1  0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Road185s LUcres 1.6 1.4 1.4 0 1.4 2.1 1.4 0 .5  0 0 0 0 0 5 . 4  

Recreation 
P r l m . / ~ l p r l s . m v o r  7 6 6 0 6 9 6 23 2 0 0 0 0 0 22 

s- ipr is.  mtOr.nRm 27 2.9 29 35 29 25 29 0 39 26 26 35 35 35 9 

T l h W  
Sultable H k r e s  5 .4  5.4 5.4 5 .4  5.4 5.4 5.4 0 5.3 5.2 5.2 5 .4  5 .4  5.4 0 
VOlUlne 1-1 I . I  . I  . I  0 .2  0 .2 0 0 0 0 0 .I .I 0 

3 31.0  28.0 3.0 52.1 28.0 22.0 28.0 0 14.6 11.8 11.8 46.0 46.0 16.0 0 
5 0 0 0 3 .6  0 17.0 0 0 1.8 2.0 0 0 0 0 0  

Harvest Acres - &res 1 .I . I  .2 0 .2 0 .2 0 0 0 0 0 .I .I 0 
3 2.6 2.5 2.8 5 . 0  2.5 1.6 2.5 0 2.1 1 . 7  1.7 4.3 4 .2  4 .2  0 
5 0 0 0 .2 0 1.2 0 0 . I  .2  0 0 0 0 0 

Roads 
noads COnstructe4 
Flrst Decade - N1I.s I I I 0 I 0 I 0 0 0 0 0 1 1 0 

Total Road YIler 
Needed by F l t t h  
oecad. - UII.I 19 19 19 22 19 19 19 0 20 I5 15  21 21 21 0 

U l l d l I f e  - T6E 
Grlzzly Bear 

H o b i t s t  YAcres NOT APPLICABLE TO THIS 
1./o a c t i v i t y )  ROMLESS MEA 

I l l d l l t t l  - 010 Gam 
Su-r Range HAcres 1.9 2.1 2.1 2.2 2.1 4.5 2.1 0 0 2.5 2.5 1.8 2.2 2.1 0 

*Intar Range HI.cres 0 0 0  0 0 0 0 0 1.9 2.5 2.5 0 0 0 2.3 

v e r y  High/ 
Ylner l l l r  h OlIlGai 

Hlgh Potsntl*l - M T  APFLICABLE TO M I S  
ACCessIbIe HACT~I  ROMLESS M E A  



C-25L 



C-254 

KOOTBUAI HATIOIPIL FOBBST 

F l a g s t a f f  Mountain - X1690 Sta t e :  Montana 0 
Gross Acres: 9,500 Act  dcrcs: 9,500 

I. Descr ip t ion  

The a r e a  i s  loca ted  j u s t  n o r t h  of and ad jacen t  t o  the  Kootenai River 
between Hunter Gulch and China Creek, running nor th  t o  O'Brien Mountain. 
Access i s  provided v i a  t h e  Kootenai River Road. Quartz  Creek Road, and 
roads  lead ing  up O'Brien Creek, Lynx Creek, and Kootenai Mountain. 
Nat ional  Recreat ion T r a i l  t r a v e r s e s  t h e  Quartz Creek p o r t i o n  of t h e  
road le s s  a rea .  

The a r e a  is pr imar i ly  a r idge top  s e t t i n g  with sfme open g ras s l and  s i d e h i l l s  
i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of West Fork Quartz Creek. 
F l a g s t a f f  Mountain (6.100 f e e t ) ,  O'Brien Mountain (6.800 f e e t ) .  and Quartz 
Mountain (6,300 f e e t )  ly ing  j u s t  o u t s i d e  t h e  boundary. 
aome timberlands i n  the  upper reaches of West Fork Quartz Creek. The no r th  
end of t h i s  a r e a  inc ludes  China Lake and much of t he  headwaters of t h e  West 
Fork Quartz  Creek. China. B u r r e l l ,  and Dad Creeks and Hunter Gulch d r a i n  
to t h e  south  d i r e c t l y  i n t o  t h e  Kootenai River. 

The a r e a  i s  gene ra l ly  surrounded by Fores t  developments such as roads  and 
c l e a r c u t s .  

A 

The a r e s  is dominated by 

The area c o n t a i n s  

The ecosystem types represented are Western Ponderosa Fores t  and Western 0 Spruce F i r  Fores t .  

The a r e a  con ta ins  bighorn sheep. p r imar i ly  on the  face  overlooking the 
Kootenai River. Viewing them from Highway 2 i n  t h e  spr ing  is one of t h e  
a r e a ' s  main a t t r a c t i o n s .  

Current  use i s  l i g h t  and c o n s i s t s  pr imar i ly  of hunting i n  t h e  f a l l  (500 
RVD'S) .  

11. Capab i l i t y  

A. Natural  I n t e g r i t y  and Appearance 

The n a t u r a l  i n t e g r i t y  of t h e  a r e a  i s  f a i r l y  high with t h e  remains of 
t h e  F l a g s t a f f  Lookout, and a t r a i l  up t h e  West Fork Quartz Creek, 
being the  only manmade f ea tu res .  

B. Opportuni t iea  f o r  S o l i t u d e  

Oppor tuni t ies  f o r  s o l i t u d e  are high i n  the  north and around t h e  West 
Fork Quartz Creek bu t  low on t h e  south end where t h e  a r e a  f aces  i n t o  
t h e  Kootenai River. The Quartz Mountain Lookout, j u s t  o u t s i d e  t h e  
boundary on t h e  nor th  edge. is a l s o  v i s i b l e  from p o i n t s  w i th in  t h e  
road le s s  area.  

C. P r i m i t i v e  Recreation Opportuni t iea  

P r i m i t i v e  r e c r e a t i o n  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  inc lude  hiking and hunt ing and 
bighorn sheep obse rva t ion  and hunt ing i n  the Kootenai Canyon. 

0 
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Observing and then  approaching bighorn sheep i s  c e r t a i n l y  one of t h e  
more cha l lenging  a s p e c t s  of t h e  aren. a s  w e l l  aa one of the  more 
s p e c i a l  f e a t u r e s .  Other  s p e c i a l  f e a t u r e s  inc lude  t h e  o ld  growth 
timber stream botton, i n  West Fork and the  b i g ,  open g ras sy  burn i n  t h e  
West Fork Quartz Creek. 

I l . ny leab i l i t y  and Boundariea 

The F l a g s t a f f  r o a d l e s s  area was no t  i d e n t i f i e d  i n  t h e  BARE I1 
inventory and, t h u s ,  no adjustments  t o  t h e  RARE I1 a c r e s  could have 
been made. 

The nonconforming u s e s  t h a t  would c o n f l i c t  w i t h  a wi lderness  
c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  a r e  t h e  e x i s t i n g  o i l  6 gas  leases .  

The a r e a ' s  conf igu ra t ion .  sire, and t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  boundary i s  
loca ted  g e n e r a l l y  on developed r a t h a r  than topographic  l i n e s ,  makes 
t h i s  a d i f f i c u l t  w i lde rness  boundary t o  manage. Cont r ibu t ing  t o  t h e  
d i f f i c u l t y  a r e  t h e  many dra inages  the  a r e a  bo rde r s  or encompasses. 

D. 

E. 

111. A v a i l a b i l i t y  

A. S i s n i f i c a n t  Besource P o t e n t i a l s  

1. %crea t ion  

The a r e a  has  t h e  p o t e n t i a l  t o  provide about 3.000 RVD's of 
wi lderness  r e c r e a t i o n  p e r  year.  Current  u se  is es t imated  a t  500 
RVD's p e r  year .  

2. W i l d l i f e  and Pioh 

The a r e a  c o n t a i n s  bighorn sheep h a b i t a t ,  w h i t e t a i l  and mule d e e r  
s-er range,  and e l k  h a b i t a t .  Some o p p o r t u n i t i e s  e x i s t  f o r  
w in te r  range management on t h e  south f a c e  next  t o  t h e  Kootenai 
River. 

The upper reach and headwaters of West Fork Quartz Creek, a 
migratory f i s h  stream f o r  t h e  Kootenai River ,  is located i n  t h i s  
r o a d l e s s  area which c o n t a i n s  c u t t h r o a t .  b u l l ,  a d  brook t rou t .  
I n  add i t ion .  t h i s  r o a d l e s s  a r e a  has  s e v e r a l  small d i r e c t  
t r i b u t a r i e s  t o  t h e  Kootenai t h a t  a l s o  may provide f i s h  
recru i tment .  

3. T i r b e r  

The area c o n t a i n s  about 6.500 acrea of t e n t a t i v e l y  s u i t a b l e  
t imberlands capab le  of producing g r e a t e r  than  20 cubic  f e e t  pe r  
a c r e  p e r  y e a r  of t imber  grovth.  
t imberland i s  loca ted  on s lopes  o teeper  than  55%. Road 
c o n s t r u c t i o n  rill b e  d i f f i c u l t  and c o s t l y  and timber harves t ing  
systems w i l l  r e q u i r e  c a b l e  o r  a e r i a l  ( h e l i c o p t e r )  logging. 

Approximately 90% of t h i s  
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hege 

There a r e  no l i ves tock  g raz ing  a l lo tmen t s  i n  the  a rea  and t h e  
graz ing  p o t e n t i a l  i s  mostly t r a n s i t o r y .  

Minerals 

The minera l  p o t e n t i a l  is low and t h e  o i l  and gas  p o t e n t i a l  i s  
mod e r a  t e. 

C u l t u r a l  Resources 

There i s  one h i s t o r i c  s i t e  and no i d e n t i f i e d  p r e h i s t o r i c  sites i n  
t h e  area. The a r e a  does border  t h e  Kootenai P a l l s  Proposed 
Arc haeolog i c e 1  D i s t r i c t  , con ta in ing  8 i g n i  f i c s n t  p r e h i s t o r  i c  
sites. Based on surveys done i n  similar areas. however. t h e  
p r o b a b i l i t y  of p r e h i s t o r i c  sites occurr ing  elsewhere i n  t h e  a r e a  
i s  considered lov. 

Water 

Mean annual  p r e c i p i t a t i o n  v a r i e s  from 25 t o  85 inches,  depending 
on e leva t ion .  Bunoff i s  low from the lover south s lope  p o s i t i o n s  
bu t  becomes high i n  the upper West Fork because runoff  e f f i c i e n c y  
is over 50%. based on a spec t  and e leva t ion .  
good except during t h e  seasonal  peak flow events.  

Water q u a l i t y  is 
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C. Resource Situat ion Flagstaff  Htn. 01x690 
Table 1 

t L 0 
Gross Acres Acres 9500 
N e t  Acres Acres 9500 

Recreation 
Semiprim. Nomotor. RVDs 500 Signif icant  Fisher ies  

Stream Miles Uiles 2 
Stream Habitat Acres - 

Suitable  Acres Acres 0 Lakes No. 0 
AWL3 A m  0 Lake Habitat Acres 0 

b n g e  

Timber Water Developments 
Tentative Sui table  Acres 6500 Existing No. 0 
Standing Volume UMBP 63 

Corridors 
Existing h Potent ia l  No. 

Wildlife - ThE 
Grizzly Bear Habitat 

Si tuat ion 1 Acres 
Si tuat ion 2 Acres 
Si tuat ion 3 k r e s  

Wildl i fe  - Big Game (Elk. Deer. 
Sheep) 

Summer Range Total Acres 
Winter b n g e  Total  Acres 

Special  Uses Existing No. 

Existing F a c i l i t i e s  No. 

0 

1400 
4100 

0 

0 

Hinera 1s 
Rardrock Poten t ia l  

Very High Acres 
High Acres 
Moderate Acres 
Low Acres 

Mining Claims No. 
O i l  h Gas Po ten t i a l  

Very High Acres 
High Acres 
Moderate Acres 
LOU Acres 
Unknown Acres 

Leases No. 
Leased Acres Acres 

O i l  h Cas Leases 

D. Il.nagement Consideration 

1. L.nd Ilea Authorisations 

There are  no spec ia l  uses .  O i l  h gas leases ex i s t .  

2. F i r e  

The area has had low f i r e  occurrence i n  the Last 20 years ( 8  
f i r e s ) .  The f u e l s  s i t ua t ion  is primarily dense conifers  with 
downed woody mater ia ls  i n  the northern par t  of t h e  area and open 
pine stands with grasses  and forbs for  ground fue ls  i n  the 
southern part .  

3. Imet  and Disease 

0 About 10% of the area contains h igh  r i s k  lodgepole pine stands 
b u t  there i s  no insec t  or  disease ac t iv i ty  a t  t h e  present (1983). 
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4. Non-Federal L d s  

There a r e  no p r i v a t e  lands i n  t h e  a rea .  

IV. Need 

A. 

B. 

C. 

V. 

A. 

Proximity t o  Other  Wilderness and t o  Popula t ion  Centers  

The F l a g s t a f f  r o a d l e s s  a r e a  is j u s t  a c r o s s  t h e  Kootenai River (no r th )  
from t h e  e x i s t i n g  Cabinet Mountains Wilderness (approximately 1 mi le) .  
Spokane, Washington (150 mi l e s )  and Wisaoula. Montana (195 mi les )  a r e  
t h e  n e a r e s t  l a r g e  popula t ion  cen te r s .  

Cont r ibo t ion  t o  Ra t iona l  Wilderness P r e s e r v a t i o n  System 

This a r e a  i s  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  of t h e  Western Ponderosa and Western 
Spruce F i r  F o r e s t  ecosystems which a r e  C O E I R O ~  i n  t h e  e x i s t i n g  
wilderness system. 

P u b l i c  Interest 

This i a  a newly i d e n t i f i e d  road le s s  a r e a  s i n c e  RABE 11. There have 
been no recent expres s ions  of  support  f o r  wi lderness  for  t h e  a r e a  b u t  
concerns have been voiced i n  p a s t  pl8MiUg e f f o r t s  f o r  p ro tec t ing  t h e  
roadleasness  of Weat Fork Quartz Creek. 

Alternatives a d  K n v i r o l r a t a l  Consequences 

Management P r e s c r i p t i o n  Assignment by A l t e r n a t i v e  

Mul t ip le  use  management p r e s c r i p t i o n s  were grouped i n t o  ca t egor i ea  
(management emphases) which have s i m i l a r  impacts on t h e  wi lderness  and 
road le s s  resources .  The following t a b l e  d i s p l a y s  how t h e  roadless  
a rea  ac reage  vas des igna ted  i n  each a l t e r n a t i v e .  I n  addi t ion .  t h e  
summary of  management emphasis f u r t h e r  d e f i n e s  t h e  rate of development 
t h a t  i s  expected t o  occur i n  some a l t e r n a t i v e s  88 wel l  a s  t h e  f u t u r e  
d i s p o s i t i o n  of t h e  inventor ied  roadleas  area. 



T&le 2. W a q r r n t  EmphO.1, by AIhmatlve for Roodl.ss Arw. 

ALEwLms ( Y A C r U 1  

A B C O E T G H I J U  L Y ~ O  - 
h . l I d . m n .  (RaodlUSl  

Prlnltl”etSrlprl.lt1”. 
aocrmtion. v t n  tng. 
Mlnlmm Use Areas 3.0 2.9 2.8 2.7 2.8 3.5 2.8 0 1.2 3.9 3.9 .I 2.7 2 .9  6.5 

Wa.lIders.* (50. O N . )  
B l p  G e m  * Inter  Range 3.0 3.0 3.0 3.0 3.0 3.0 3.0 0 4.0 3.5 3.5 3.0 3.0 3.0 3.0 

W a w l l d f f u s  lhnlopd1 
T l * u  b m u t  u l t h  

U I I d l l t .  and/or 
Y l n l n g  Wanagumt. 
M l n l u m  Us. Areas duv t o  
st- slopes or 
Regemrat Ion 
Problew 3.5 3.6 3.7 3.8 3.1 3.0 3.7 0 4.3 2.0 2.0 6.4 3.8 3.6 0 

U l l d u n a a  

.......................................................................................................................... Rococr)nded Ulldernus 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 9 . 5  0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

s- ot ~ s ~ p . m t  4huh 

Wa.116ra, 
O.*.lOvM - Oecod. I r  1.8 1.8 1.8 . I  1.8 0 1.8 0 . 3  0 0 0 1.8 1.8 0 

o r a d .  5: 3.5 3.6 3.7 3.8 3.1 3.0 3.7 0 4.3 2.0 2.0 6.4 3.8 3.6 0 

R o a d l ~ r  - Decade 1: 1.7 1 .7  7 . 1  9.4 1.7 9.5 7.7 0 9.2 9.5 9.5 9.5 7.1  1.7 0 
h r s d .  5‘ 6.0 5.9 5.8 5.7 5.0 b.5 5.8 0 5.2 1.5 7.5 3.1 5.1 5.9 9.5 

R-ndod UIld.rnns 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 9 . 5  0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Total krw- F l o g p t a f f  Ytn. 9.5 9.5 9.5 9.5 9.5 9.5 9.5 9.5 9.5 9.5 9.5 9.5 9.5 9.5 9.5 
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1. Designation: Wilderness 
Il.nogement Emphasis: Wilderness 

The F l a g s t a f f  road le s s  area i s  recommended f o r  wi lderness  i n  i t s  
e n t i r e t y  i n  A l t e r n a t i v e  E. No o t h e r  a l t e r n a t i v e  recommends 
wi lderness  f o r  t h e  area.  There a r e  no s p e c i f i c  g r o u n d d i s t u r b i n g  
management a c t i v i t i e s  a s soc ia t ed  with wi lderness  a r e a s  although 
the  es tab l i shment  of these a r e a s  may, i n  i t s e l f ,  have e f f e c t s  on 
o t h e r  resources  and uses.  

Wilderness c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  w i l l  p reserve  t h e  p r i m i t i v e  q u a l i t y  of 
t he  area; s p e c i f i c a l l y .  t h e  high q u a l i t y  s o l i t u d e  oppor tun i t i e s  
i n  t h e  West Fork Quartz Creek drainage.  and t h e  p r i m i t i v e  
r e c r e a t i o n  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  including hunt ing and observing bighorn 
sheep. Old growth timber w i l d l i f e  h a b i t a t  w i l l  be  pro tec ted  and 
s e c u r i t y  provided f o r  b i g  game and g r i z z l y  bears .  

There a r e  about 6,500 ac res  of s u i t a b l e  t imberland i n  t h e  a rea  
t h a t  would be foregone i n  A l t e r n a t i v e  R. This i n a b i l i t y  t o  
manage t h e  timber resource  a f f e c t s  w i l d l i f e  h a b i t a t  management 
and sa lvage  of dead and dying lodgepole a f f l i c t e d  by t h e  mountain 
p ine  b e e t l e .  

Grizzly b e a r  h a b i t a t  ( S i t u a t i o n  2 - s e e  g l o s s a r y )  covers  
v i r t u a l l y  t h e  e n t i r e  road le s s  area. Wilderness management would 
provide s e c u r i t y  f o r  t h e  b e a r  by p r o h i b i t i n g  roading thereby 
reducing i n c r e a s e s  i n  human a c t i v i t y .  E a e v e r ,  oppor tun i t i e s  t o  
increase  fo rage  through burning and t imber ha rves t  would no t  
occur. 

Oppor tuni t ies  t o  manage b ig  game 6-r and win te r  range would 
no t  occur. e i t h e r  by burning o r  timber harves t .  As with g r i z z l y  
hears, however, t h i s  i n a b i l i t y  t o  ha rves t  timber would be  o f f s e t  
by t h e  s e c u r i t y  t h a t  would be  provided i n  a wi lderness  
des  igna t ion. 

Wilderness w i l l  res t r ic t  the  exp lo ra t ion  f o r ,  and removal o f ,  
mineral  resources .  Under t h e  Wilderness Act. the  land would be  
withdrawn from minera l  en t ry  s ince  no v a l i d  mining c la ims  exist. 
The e x i s t i n g  o i l  and gas  l ea ses  would be  honored, however. This 
r e s t r i c t i o n  i s  no t  considered s i g n i f i c a n t  i n  t h a t  t h e  mineral  
p o t e n t i a l  i s  low and t h e  o i l  and gas  p o t e n t i a l  i s  moderate. I f  
t h e r e  i s  no d iscovery  when a lease exp i r e s .  then t h e  land w i l l  be  
withdrawn from minera l  leasing.  

A c t i v i t i e s  permissable  i n  wi lderness ,  when au thor ized  by t h e  1964 
Wilderness A c t  or  wi lderness  management p lans .  can c o s t  more than 
a c t i v i t i e s  i n  areas without t h e  r e s t r i c t i o n s .  R e s t r i c t i o n s  apply 
p r imar i ly  t o  mode of t r anspor t a t ion .  use of chainsaws i n  t h e  
wi lderness ,  and removing s i g n s  of t h e  i n t r u s i o n  a f t e r  p r o j e c t  
completion. When permit ted,  a c t i v i t i e s  such 88 mineral  
exp lo ra t ion ,  d i s e a s e  and pea t  c o n t r o l ,  and f i r e  suppression. 
vould be  conducted while  p ro tec t ing  t h e  wi lderness  valmes uhich,  
i n  tu rn .  r e q u i r e s  more t i m e ,  adherence t o  more s t r i n g e n t  
requirements.  and more money being spent .  
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S o c i a l  and economic e f f e c t s  vould c e n t e r  around the  resource  
va lues  of r e c r e a t i o n ,  v i l d l i f e ,  wi lderness ,  and timber. 
semi-pr imit ive r e c r e a t i o n  a c t i v i t i e s  such as hunt ing i n  a 
r o a d l e s s  s e t t i n g .  would continue. Timberland vould not be 
awai lab le  i n  A l t e r n a t i v e  E, thus  n o t  support ing the  wood products  
i ndus t ry .  Those publ ic8  valuing v i l d e r n e s s  vould be supported by 
t h i s  management emphasis. 

2. De#igution: Uoowildernem (Road€ess) 
Il.n.gacnt h p h a s e s :  P r i r i t i r a  Recreat ion,  S a i - p r i m i t i v e  

A-torisd Becreation, V i e w i n g .  and 
Limited Use Areas 

Every a l t e r n a t i v e  except ti d e s i g n a t e s  a p o r t i o n  of t h e  a r e a  t o  
t h e s e  management emphase.. The fol lowing c h a r t  d i s p l a y s  t h e  
pe rcen t  of t h e  a r e a  designated t o  r o a d l e s s  management, by 
a l t e r n a t i v e .  

Pe rcen t  of t h e  Area De#igMtd f o r  badless hnagament  
By Alternatire 

A B C D E P G E I .l K L 1! U 0 

32 30 29 28  29 36 29 0 12 41 41 2 28 30 69  

There are feu ,  i f  any, g r o u n d d i s t u r b i n g  management a c t i v i t i e s  
s p e c i f i c a l l y  a s soc ia t ed  v i t h  roadlessness .  
a s s o c i a t e d  p r i m a r i l y  v i t h  d ispersed  r e c r e a t i o n  including hunt ing  
and f i s h i n g .  

The r o a d l e s s  character v i t b i n  the a r e a  vould be  preserved i n  
t h e s e  management emphases, as would the  p r i m i t i v e  r e c r e a t i o n  
o p p o r t u n i t i e s .  Old grovth  timber h a b i t a t  v i l l  be  maintained and 
g r i z z l y  h a b i t a t  w i l l  be protected.  Secur i ty  f o r  b ig  game v i l l  be  
provided. 

L i k e  v i l d e r n e s s ,  road le s s  de#igMtiOns  r e q u i r e  s t i f f e r  
requirements  f o r  conducting a c t i v i t i e s .  requirements  t h a t  are 
designed t o  p r o t e c t  t h e  q u a l i t i e s  i nhe ren t  i n  a road le s s  
a l l o c a t i o n .  R e s t r i c t i o n s  on access and mode of t r a v e l  are major 
l i m i t a t i o n s  f o r  conducting a c t i v i t i e s ,  o f t e n  making t h e  a c t i v i t y  
more expensive t o  accomplish. 
v i l d l i f e  and f i s h  h a b i t a t  improvements. mineral .  o i l  and gas  
exploration/development. i n s e c t  and d i s e a s e  c o n t r o l .  and w i l d f i r e  
suppress ion .  

The social and economic e f f a c t o  are p r imar i ly  t h e  b e n e f i t s  of 
semi -p r imi t ive  r e c r e a t i o n  oppor tun i t i e s .  Timber vould no t  be  
a v a i l a b l e  f o r  ha rves t  i n  these  emphases. 

A c t i v i t i e s  a r e  

Such a c t i v i t i e s  can  include 
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3 .  Designation: Boawildernass ( S o u  Development) 0 h m a g c u n t  Kmphaais: Bb G u e  Winter hnge 

A l l  a l t e r n a t i v e s .  except  A l t e r n a t i v e  €I. des igna te  a t  l e a s t  31% of the  
area (3 .000 a c r e s ) .  t o  t h i s  management emphasis. A l t e r n a t i v e s  I. J. 
and K des igna te  42% (4 .000 a c r e s ) ,  36% ( 3 , 5 0 0  ac res ) .  and 35% 
r e spec t ive ly ,  t o  t h i s  emphasis. This  emphasis i s  located p r imar i ly  on 
s lopes  fac ing  south  i n t o  t h e  Kootenai River Valley. The i n t e n t  is t o  
manage win ter  range h a b i t a t  f o r  t h e  b e n e f i t  of b i g  horn sheep. 
Prescr ibed burning is the primary management a c t i v i t y .  

The impact on t h e  wi lderness  and road le s s  c h a r a c t e r  caused by t h i s  
emphasis is short-term i n  nature .  The na tu ra lness  of t h e  a r e a  would 
be a l t e r e d  s h o r t l y  a f t e r  burning hu t  v e g e t a t i v e  recovery would make 
t h i s  a c t i v i t y  l e s s  apparent  later on. 

Impacts on t h e  timber and minera l  resources  would be i n s i g n i f i c a n t  i n  
t h i s  emphasis. 

Soc ia l  and economic e f f e c t s  would be  pr imar i ly  one of support  of those 
pub l i c s  valuing w i l d l i f e  i n  the  a rea .  

4. Designation: Llomildernes. (Developed) 
Marugaent  Emphasis: Big Game Winter w e  Timber, Big Game 8-er 

hnge Timber. Wild l i f e  Tirber, Grizz ly  
Timber, Timber O p t L i r a t i o a .  TGber Viewing. 
V i e d u g  TLbcrr Winimam Ilae dor t o  8 teep  
Slopes  or @enera t ion  Problems. 

Timber ha rves t  and a s soc ia t ed  act ivi t ies .  such a s  road bu i ld ing ,  have 
more a f f e c t  on the  phys ica l  and b i o l o g i c a l  environment than any of t h e  
o t h e r  f o r e s t  management a c t i v i t i e s .  The ex ten t  of t h e  e f f e c t s  are 
dependent on management regimes se l ec t ed .  
and 0 des igna te s  a p o r t i o n  of t h e  a r e a  t o  one of these  managaecnt 
emphases. The fol lowing c h a r t  d i s p l a y s  t h e  percent  of t he  a r e a  
designated t o  developmental  a c t i v i t i e s ,  by a l t e r n a t i v e .  

Every A l t e r n a t i v e  except E 

Percent  of Area Desi.&nated t o  Developlaatal  A c t i v i t i e s  
By Alternative 

A B C D B P C E I J K L M U 0 

36 3 9  40 41 40 33 40 0 46 23 23 67 41 3 9  0 

I n  a l l  a l t e r n a t i v e s  where these  emphases occur ,  except A l t e r n a t i v e s  P, 
J. K, and L. a c t i v i t y  w i l l  occur dur ing  the  f i rs t  decade. (See Table 
3 a t  t h e  end of t h i a  sec t ion . )  I n  a l l  developmental a l t e r n a t i v e s  ( a l l  
bu t  R and 0 ) .  a c t i v i t y  w i l l  occur i n  t h e  f i f t h  decade. 

A s  t h e  a r e a  becomes developed, t h e  na tu ra lness  of the  a r e a  w i l l  h e  
impacted by timber c u t t i n g  u n i t s  and roads. Expected road mileage 
ranges f r w  10 t o  32 miles, depending on the  a l t e r n a t i v e .  Roading 
foregoes t h e  oppor tuni ty  t o  cons ide r  t h e  a rea  f o r  wi lderness  i n  t h e  
long-term and reduces t h e  oppor tuni ty  f o r  s o l i t u d e  and p r i m i t i v e  
r e c r e a t i o n  experiences.  
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Timber  harvest and roads could r e s u l t  i n  a short- term reduct ion  i n  b i g  
game cover  and s e c u r i t y .  A c t i v i t i e s  conducted i n  b i g  game h a b i t a t  are 
coordinated u i t h  v i l d l i f e  needs and inc lude  t h e  c l o s u r e  of roads upon 
completion of t h e  a c t i v i t y  and insur ing  t h a t  adequate  cover  is l e f t .  
Long-term b e n e f i t s  t o  w i l d l i f e  include main ta in ing  and improving 
v i l d l i f e  forage.  

T i d e r  management a c t i v i t i e s  can d i r e c t l y  a f f e c t  t h e  g r i z z l y  
populat ion i n  t h e  short-term by logging a c t i v i t i e s  and t h e  long-term 
by road access  i n t o  a r o a d l e s s  area. Access i n t o  t h e  a r e a  could 
d i s p l a c e  t h e  b e a r  and inc rease  the oppor tuni ty  f o r  humadbear  
encounters.  Ti lnber  management a c t i v i t i e s .  i f  vel1 coord ina ted .  can 
produce b e n e f i t s  by producing more d e s i r a b l e  fo rage  f o r  g r i z z l i e s  
through c e r t a i n  timber ha rves t  and s i t e  p r e p a r a t i o n  p r a c t i c e s  such a s  
small c l e a r c u t s  and broadcas t  burning in s t ead  of t r a c t o r  p i l i n g .  
Roads vould b e  c losed  i n  a t imely manner t o  minimize humadbear  
encounters  and displacement .  

The ha rves t  of soae of t h e  mature lodgepole p i n e  w i l l  provide an 
oppor tuni ty  f o r  c o n t r o l  of i n s e c t s  and d i s e a s e  beause a l l  diseased o r  
s u s c e p t i b l e  trees a r e  removed and a young, v igorous  s tand  is 
i n s t a l  led. 

Soc ia l  and economic e f f e c t s  are r e l a t e d  p r i m a r i l y  t o  t h e  resource  
va lues  of timber. w i l d l i f e ,  wilderness .  and r e c r e a t i o n .  The. harvest 
of t imber i s  important  t o  t h e  economic base  of communities i n  t h e  
Forest .  Timber f r m  t h e  F l a g s t a f f  Mountain r o a d i e s s  area vould 
c o n t r i b u t e  t o  t h e  e c o n m i c  base. 
because-of t h e  change i n  t h e  road le s s  s e t t i n g  t o  a roaded n a t u r a l  
s e t t i n g .  
charac te r .  
f o r  t he  a r e a  vould no t  b e  supported by these  emphases. 
impacts on g r i z z l y  bea r ,  b i g  game. and o t h e r  s p e c i e s  could be  raised 
by t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  scheduled i n  these  emphases. b u t  vould b e  addressed 
by e f f o r t s  t o  m i t i g a t e  t h e  impacts. 

Bunting exper iences  could b e  a l t e r e d  

Road c l o s u r e s  would r e t a i n  t h e  area c l o s e r  t o  i t s  e x i s t i n g  
Those p u b l i c s  d e s i r i n g  v i l d e m e s s  o r  r o a d l e s s  mang-nt 

Concerns about 
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KOOTXllAI WATIOUAL FOREST 

0 Roberts Mountain 01x691 S t a t e :  Wontan. S t a t e :  Idaho 

Gross Acres: 8.000 Wet Acres: 2,700 Net Acres: 5,300 

I. Descr ip t ion  

The area  i s  loca ted  on t h e  west c e n t r a l  edge of t h e  Fores t  (near  t h e  
Idaho-Montana S t a t e  Line) .  immediately no r th  of t h e  Callahan Creek Road. 
Access is provided v i a  Highway 2 and t h e  Cal lahan Creek Road. A t r a i l  
along t h e  d i v i d e  between Sweasey and Frezka t  Creeks l eads  t o  Roberts 
Mountain, which i s  j u s t  o u t s i d e  t h e  r o a d l e s s  boundary. This t r a i l  i s  
erroneously shown as a road on t h e  c u r r e n t  Kootenai  Nat ional  Fores t  base  
map. 

The a rea  i s  p r imar i ly  a south  exposure mountainside se t tng .  gene ra l ly  
vegetated throughout.  The a r e a  is dominated by t h e  d i v i d e  between Sweasey 
and F r e z t a t  Creeks.  6,000 t o  6.600 f e e t .  Sveasey, F re rka t .  and J i l l  Creeks 
a s  wel l  a s  unnamed t r i b u t a r i e s  t o  North Fork Cal lahan and Gordon Creeks. 
o r i g i n a t e  i n  t h i s  a r ea .  

The a rea  is surrounded by Fores t  management a c t i v i t i e s  such a s  roeda and 
c l e a r c u t s .  

Wi ld l i f e  i n  t h e  area. inc luding  g r i z z l y  b e a r ,  d e e r ,  and e l k  a r e  t h e  primary 
a t t r a c t i o n s  of t h e  area. 

Current r e c r e a t i o n  uses  inc lude  huntinn i n  t h e  f a l l  and t h e  t o t a l  u s e  is 0 - 
considered l i g h t  (500  RVD's). 

11. 

A. 

B. 

C. 

E. 

Capab i l i t y  

Natural I n t e g r i t y  and Appearance 

The n a t u r a l  i n t e g r i t y  is r a t e d  h igh  wi th  no manmade f e a t u r e s  
d e t r a c t i n g  from t h e  n a t u r a l  appearance. 

Oppor tuni t ies  for  S o l i t u d e  

The v e g e t a t i v e  cove r  provides  moderate o p p o r t u n i t i e s  for s o l i t u d e  
although t h e  sire and conf igu ra t ion  would serve t o  l i m i t  the  
oppor tun i t i e s .  

P r i m i t i v e  Recreation Oppor tuni t ies  

P r i m i t i v e  r e c r e a t i o n  experiences provided inc lude  r idge top  hiking and 
hunting . 
Uanageabi l i ty  and Boundaries 

The Roberts Mountain road le s s  a rea  w a s  i d e n t i f i e d  i n  t h e  1983 road le s s  
inventory.  
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The nonconforming uses t h a t  would c o n f l i c t  w i t h  a wi lderness  
des igna t ion  f o r  t h e  a r e a  a r e  the  o i l  b gas  leases .  

The boundary of t h e  a r e s  can be considered r e l a t i v e l y  good from a 
management s tandpoin t .  with a r i d g e l i n e  de f in ing  the  north boundary 
and a road on t h e  south.  

111. A v a i l a b i l i t y  

A. S i g n i f i c a n t  Resource P o t e n t i a l s  

1. Recreat ion 

The area has the  p o t e n t i a l  of providing about 2,700 RVD's of 
wi lderness  r e c r e a t i o n  pe r  year .  Current  use  is es t imated  t o  be  
500 RVD's. 

2. W i l d l i f e  and F i sh  

The a r e a  c o n t a i n s  g r i z z l y  h a b i t a t .  e l k  summer range. and 
excellent w h i t e t a i l  d e e r  h a b i t a t .  
exist. p a r t i c u l a r l y  a long t h e  south  s lopes  between Sweasey and 
Prezkat  Creeks. 

The a r e a  i s  p a r t i a l  headwaters f o r  Callahan (rainbow. c u t t h r o a t ,  
and b u l l  t r o u t ) .  S t a r  (brook. c u t t h r o a t .  rainbow, and b u l l  
t r o u t ) .  and Ruby Creeks ( c u t t h r o a t  and rainbow t r o u t ) .  

Some management o p p o r t u n i t i e s  

3. Timber  

There a r e  about 6.900 acres of s u i t a b l e  t imberland capable  of 
producing g r e a t e r  than 20 cubic  f e e t  pe r  a c r e  pe r  year  of timber 
growth. Over 90% of t h i s  t imberland i s  on s lopes  s t e e p e r  than 
55%. Road c o n s t r u c t i o n  w i l l  be  d i f f i c u l t  and c o s t l y  and timber 
ha rves t ing  w i l l  r e q u i r e  c a b l e  o r  h e l i c o p t e r  logging. Some 
regene ra t ion  problem a r e a s  are loca ted  i n  t h e  northwest corner .  

B. Other  %sources  

1. w e  

There a r e  no l i ves tock  graxing a l lo tmen t s  in t h e  a reaa  and t h e  
a r e a ' s  p o t e n t i a l  for graz ing  i s  considered a l l  t r a n s i t o r y .  

2. Minerals 

The minera l  p o t e n t i a l  is low and t h e  o i l  and gas  p o t e n t i a l  i s  
moderate. 

3. C u l t u r a l  Besource 

There a r e  no i d e n t i f i e d  h i s t o r i c  or p r e h i s t o r i c  c u l t u r a l  s i t es  i n  
t h e  ares. Based upon surveys done i n  similar a reas .  t h e  
p r o b a b i l i t y  of p r e h i s t o r i c  s i tes  occurr ing  i s  considerd low. 
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&an annual  p r e c i p i t a t i o n  f o r  t he  a rea  i s  about 65 inches.  
varying be tveen  50 t o  105 inches depending on e leva t ion .  Except 
during occas iona l  r a i n  or s n w  events ,  t h e  water  q u a l i t y  i s  high. 

C. Resource S i t u a t i o n  Boberts Iltn. 01x691 
I a b l e  1 

t Cat- 

Gross Acres 
Net Acres 

Acres 
Acres 

Recreat ion 
Semiprim. Nomotor. RVDs 

Rang e 
Su i t ab le  Acres Acres 
AUUS ALRLs 

Timber 
Tenta t ive  S u i t a b l e  Acres 
Standing Volume HUBF 

Corr idors  
Exis t ing  h P o t e n t i a l  No. 

Wi ld l i f e  - ThE 
Gr izz ly  Bear Hab i t a t  

S i t u a t i o n  1 Acres 
S i t u a t i o n  2 Acres 
S i t u a t i o n  3 Acres 

8000 
8000 

500 

0 
0 

6900 
102 

0 

3000 
3000 - 

Wildl i fe  - Big Came (Elk,  Deer) 

Summer Range To ta l  Acres 6000 
Winter Range Tota l  Acres 0 

Spec ia l  Uses Exis t ing  No. 0 

Exis t ing  Pac ilit ies No. 0 

S i g n i f i c a n t  F i s h e r i e s  
Stream U i l e s  U i l e s  
Stream Habi ta t  Acres 
Lakes No. 
Lake Habi ta t  Acres 

Water Developments 
Exis t ing  No. 

Minerals 
Hard rock P o t e n t i a  1 

Very High Acres 
High Acres 
Ucderate Acres 
Lov Acres 

Mining C l a i m s  No. 
O i l  h Gas P o t e n t i a l  

Very High 
High 
Uoderate 
L w  
Unlrnovn 

O i l  h Cas Leases 
Leases 
Leased Acres 

D. Uanagement Cons idera t ions  

1. Land Use Author ixa t ions  

There a r e  no s p e c i a l  uses.  O i l  & gas  l e a s e s  e x i s t .  

2. F i r e  

Acres 
Acres 
Acrea 
&res 
Acres 

No. 
Acres 

0 
0 
0 
0 

0 

- 
- - 

moo 
0 

- 
- 

moo - 
- 
4 

5500 

The a r e a  h a s  had lov  f ire occurrence i n  t h e  l a s t  20 yea r s  ( f i v e  
f i r e s ) .  
downed voody material. 

The f u e l s  s i t u a t i o n  is predominately dense c o n i f e r  v i t h  



C-269 

Bobetta Mtn. 011691 

3 .  Insect a d  Disease 

About 10% of t h e  area contains mature lodgepole pine s u s c e p t i b l e  
t o  Mountain Pine Beetle in fes ta t ion  but no insect ac t iv i ty  has 
been ident i f ied  t o  da t e  (1983). 

4. Eon-Federal Lands 

There a r e  no pr iva te  lands i n  the area. 

IV. Need 

A. Proximity t o  Other  Yilderness and t o  Population Centers 

The area i s  about 10 a i r  m i l e s  from t he  exiat ing Cabinet Mountains 
Wilderness. Spokane, Washington (170 miles) and Hissoula, Montana 
(210 miles) a r e  t h e  c loses t  large population centers.  

Contribution t o  1P.tion.l Wilderness Preservation System 

This area i s  representat ive of t h e  Cabinet-Yaak Grizzly Bear 
Ecosystem which is  uncommon i n  the existing vi lderness  system. 

B. 

C. Public In t e re s t  

This i a  a nevly ident i f ied  roadleaa area.  s ince RARE 11, so there have 
been no inputs received concerning t h e  vilderneaa q u a l i t i e s  of Roberts 
Mountain. 

V. Alternat ives  and Environmental Consequ-es 

A. 1 4 ~ a a m t  Prescr ipt ion bsignment by Alternat ive 

Multiple use  management preacriptiona vere  grouped in to  categories 
(management emphaaea) vhich have s imi la r  impacts on the wilderness and 
roadless  resources. The folloving t ab le  displays hov the roadleaa 
area acreage vaa designated i n  each a l te rna t ive .  In  addition. the 
sumnsry of management emphasis fur ther  def ines  the r a t e  of development 
tha t  is expected t o  occur i n  aome a l t e rna t ives  as v e l 1  a s  the fu ture  
d ispos i t ion  of the  inventoried roadleaa area. 
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Roc-nded W l l d s m a s  0 0 0 0 0 0 0 8 . 0  0 0 0 0 0 0 0 .......................................................................................................................... 

s-cq of Y a M g a n t  4 h a s i ~ r  

W m . l l d r n S S  
0.r.lop.d -0eca.de 1: .5  .5 . 5  .8 .5 .8 .5 0 .I 0 0 .a .8 .8 0 

k a d e  5: 6.9 6.9 6.9 6.9 6.9 Y.7 6.9 0 6.1 2.5 2.5 6.9 6.9 6.9 0 

Rowless - Oecada I: 7.5 7.5 7.5 1.8 7.5 1.2 7.5 0 7.9 8.0 8.0 7.2 7.2 7.2 8.0 
Oece..de 5: 1.1 1.1 1.1 1.1 1.1 2.3 1.1 0 1.9 5.5 5.5 1.1 1.1 1.1 8.0 

-Me4 W l 1 d . m " .  0 0 0 0 0 0 0 8 . 0  0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Total Acre*- b h r t s  ut". 8.0 8.0 8.0 8.0 8.0 0.0 8.0 8.0 8.0 8.0 8.0 8.0 8.0 8.0 8.0 
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Tbe Boberts h u n t a i n  roadless  a r e s  i s  reconane.nded f o r  wi lderness  
i n  i ts  e n t i r e t y  i n  Al t e rna t ive  A. No o t h e r  a l t e r n a t i v e  
recommeds wi lderness  f o r  t h e  area.  There a r e  no s p e c i f i c  
g r o u n d 4  i s  tu rb ing  managecnent a c t i v i t i e s  a s soc ia t ed  with 
wi lderness  areas al though the  es tab l i shment  of t hese  a r e a s  may, 
i n  i t se l f .  have e f f e c t s  on o t h e r  resources  and uses.  

A wilderness  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  would preserve  t h e  e x i s t i n g  p r i m i t i v e  
c h a r a c t e r  of t h e  a r e a ,  including t h e  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  s o l i t u d e  
t h a t  are p r e s e n t  and t h e  p r i m i t i v e  r e c r e a t i o n  experiences of 
r idge top  h i k i n g  and hunting. 

There a r e  about 6.900 ac res  of s u i t a b l e  t imberland located i n  t h e  
area, t h e  management of which would be  foregone i n  Al t e rna t ive  H. 
t h e  f u l l  wilderness a l t e r n a t i v e .  

Grizzly hear h a b i t a t  ( S i t u a t i o n s  1 and 2 - see g los sa ry )  covers  
most of t h e  a rea .  A wilderness  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  would p r o h i b i t  t h e  
management of t h e  h a b i t a t  by burning o r  timber ha rves t  t o  
inc rease  fo rage  oppor tun i t i e s .  Bowever. t h i s  i n a b i l i t y  t o  
d i r e c t l y  manage t h e  h a b i t a t  would be  o f f s e t  by t h e  s e c u r i t y  
provided t h e  g r i z z l y  hear by a wi lderness  des igna t ion  because of 
t h e  l imi t ed  access  i n t o  the  area. 

Oppor tun i t i e s  t o  manage t h e  b ig  game summer range h a b i t a t ,  about 
6,000 acres. through t h e  use  of timber ha rves t ing  would also b e  
foregone i n  wilderness .  But, a s  with g r i z z l y  bea r ,  t he  s e c u r i t y  
o f f e red  i n  wi lde rness  would be  b e n e f i c i a l  t o  t h e  e l k  and d e e r  as 
access  would b e  l i m i t e d .  

Wildernese w i l l  restrict t h e  e x p l o r a t i o n  f o r ,  and removal o f ,  
minera l  resources .  Under t h e  Wilderness A c t ,  t he  land would be  
withdrawn from minera l  en t ry  s i n c e  no v a l i d  mining claims e x i s t .  
“he e x i ~ t i n g  o i l  and g a s  l ea ses  would b e  honored. however. This  
r e s t r i c t i o n  is no t  considered s i g n i f i c a n t  i n  that t h e  mineral  
p o t e n t i a l  i s  low and t h e  o i l  and gas  p o t e n t i a l  is moderate. I f  
t h e r e  is no d i scove ry  when a lease exp i re s ,  then  t h e  land w i l l  be  
withdrawn f r m  mine ra l  l eas ing .  

A c t i v i t i e s  permissable  i n  wi lderness ,  when au thor ized  by the  1964 
Wilderness kt or wilderness  management p lans .  can c o s t  more than 
a c t i v i t i e s  i n  areas without  t h e  r e s t r i c t i o n s .  R e s t r i c t i o n s  apply 
p r imar i ly  t o  mode of t r anspor t a t ion .  u s e  of chainsaws i n  t h e  
wi lderness .  and removing s i g n s  of t h e  i n t r u s i o n  a f te r  p r o j e c t  
contpletion. 
exp lo ra t ion .  d i s e a s e  and pes t  c o n t r o l ,  and f i r e  suppression.  
would be  conducted whi le  p r o t e c t i n g  the wi lderness  va lues  which. 
i n  t u r n ,  r e q u i r e s  
requirements .  and more money being spent .  

When permi t ted ,  a c t i v i t i e s  such as minera l  

more t i m e .  adherence t o  more s t r i n g e n t  
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Soc ia l  and economic effects  would c e n t e r  around t h e  resource  
va lues  of r e c r e a t i o n ,  w i l d l i f e .  wi lderness ,  and timber. 
semi-primitive r e c r e a t i o n  a c t i v i t i e s  such 8s hunting i n  a 
road le s s  s e t t i n g .  would cont inue.  
a v a i l a b l e  i n  A l t e r n a t i v e  E. t hus  no t  support ing t h e  wood products  
indus t ry .  Those pub l i c s  va lu ing  wi lderness  would be supported by 
t h i s  management emphasis. 

Timberland would no t  be 

2. Designation: Uonuilderness ( B o d l e s s )  
Xanagemant Emphases: P r i m i t i v e  Seereation* S e r i - p r i m i t i v e  

Homotor i red  E m r e a t i o n ,  V i e w i n g .  a d  
Limited P i e  kea .  

Each a l t e r n a t i v e ,  except A l t e r n a t i v e  8 .  des igna te s  a po r t ion  of 
t h e  a r e a  t o  road le s s  management. 
t h e  percent  of t h e  a r e a  des igna ted  t o  these  management emphases, 
by a l t e r n a t i v e .  

The following c h a r t  d i s p l a y s  

Percent  of t h e  Area Dcsigruted f o r  B o d k S #  I(.Mg-Et 
By Alteraative 

A B C D E F C 0 I J K L W U 0 

13 13 13 13 13 29 13 0 23 6 8  68 13 13 13 100 

There are fev. i f  any. ground-dis turb ing  management a c t i v i t i e s  
s p e c i f i c a l l y  a s soc ia t ed  wi th  roadlessness .  
a s soc ia t ed  p r imar i ly  with d i spe r sed  r e c r e a t i o n  including hunt ing 
and f i sh ing .  

The road le s s  c h a r a c t e r  of t h e  a r e a  w i l l  be  maintained i n  these  
emphases. 
as w i l l  o ld  growth timber w i l d l i f e  h a b i t a t .  
be  pro tec ted  and s e c u r i t y  for  g r i z z l y  and b ig  game vi11 be  
provided. 

Like wilderness .  road le s s  d e s i g n a t i o n s  r e q u i r e  s t i f f e r  
requirements f o r  conducting a c t i v i t i e s .  requirements t h a t  a r e  
designed t o  p r o t e c t  t h e  q u a l i t i e s  inherent  i n  a road le s s  
a l l o c a t i o n .  R e s t r i c t i o n s  on access  and mode of t r a v e l  are major 
l i m i t a t i o n s  for conducting a c t i v i t i e s .  o f t e n  making the  a c t i v i t y  
more expensive t o  a c c m p l i s h .  Such a c t i v i t i e s  can include 
w i l d l i f e  and f i s h  h a b i t a t  improvements. mineral ,  o i l  and gas  
exploration/development. i n s e c t  and d i s e a s e  con t ro l ,  and w i l d f i r e  
suppression. 

The s o c i a l  and economic e f f e c t s  a r e  pr imar i ly  t h e  b e n e f i t s  of 
semi-primitive r e c r e a t i o n  oppor tun i t i e s .  Timber would not  be  
a v a i l a b l e  f o r  ha rves t  i n  t h e s e  -phases. 

A c t i v i t i e s  are 

P r imi t ive  r e c r e a t i o n  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  w i l l  be maintained 
Grizzly h a b i t a t  w i l l  
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3 

0 
. Designation: I somi lderaess  (Developed) 

m a g - n t  IhpheSQ8: Big Sa- Winter hnge T i l b e r ,  Big C u c  
S-r Bang. Timber, W i l d l i f e  Timber, 
Cr i z s ly  T i lbe r .  T i l b c r  Optimizat ion,  
Thber- Vieving, V i e d o g  Timber. Wini lur  
Use doe t o  Steep Slope. o r  Regeneration 
Prob lema. 

Timber harves t  sad a s soc ia t ed  a c t i v i t i e s .  such a s  road bui ld ing .  
have more a f f e c t  on the  phys ica l  and b i o l o g i c a l  environment than 
any of t h e  o t h e r  f o r e s t  management s c t i v i t i e s .  The e x t e n t  of t h e  
e f f e c t s  are dependent on management regimes selected. 
a l t e r n a t i v e ,  except  A l t e r n a t i v e s  H and 0. d e s i g n a t e s  a po r t ion  of 
t he  a r e a  t o  one of these emphases. The fol lowing c h a r t  d i s p l a y s  
t h e  percent  of t h e  a r e a  designated f o r  developmental  a c t i v i t i e s .  
by a l t e r n a t i v e .  

Each 

Percent  of t h e  Area D e s i p n t e d  for Developmental k t i v i t i e e  
By A l t e n u t i v e  

A B C D B P G B I J K L w Is 0 

a7 a7 87 a7 a7 7 1  a7 o 77 32 32 a7 a7 a7 0 

I n  s l l  a l t e r n a t i v e s ,  except  A l t e r n a t i v e s  t l .  J. K, and 0. 
development v i 1 1  occur  i n  the  first decade. 
end of t h i s  sec t ion . )  S p e c i f i c a l l y .  t imber w i l l  be  harves ted  and 
roads v i 1 1  be  b u i l t .  
developmest vi11 occur  by t h e  t h i r d  decade. By t h e  f i f t h  decade, 
a n t i c i p a t e d  t o t a l  road mileage ranges from 12 t o  35 m i l e s .  
depending on t h e  a l t e r n a t i v e .  

As a c t i v i t i e s  occur. t h e  na tu ra lness  of t h e  a r e a  vi11 b e  impacted 
by t imber c u t t i n g  u n i t s .  and rods .  and the sounds of man's 
a c t i v i t i e s .  h a d i n g  forgoes t h e  oppor tuni ty  t o  cons ide r  t h e  a r e a  
f o r  v i l d e r n e s s  i n  t h e  long-term and reduces the  oppor tuni ty  f o r  
p r i m i t i v e  r e c r e a t i o n  and exper iences  of s o l i t u d e .  

Timber harveut  and roads  could r e s u l t  i n  a short-term reduc t ion  
i n  b i g  game cover  and secu r i ty .  
h a b i t a t  a r e  coord ina ted  v i t h  w i l d l i f e  needs and inc lude  t h e  
c l o s u r e  of roads  upon completion of t h e  a c t i v i t y  and in su r ing  
t h a t  adequate  cover  is lef t .  Long-term b e n e f i t s  t o  w i l d l i f e  
inc lude  main ta in ing  and improving w i l d l i f e  forage.  

Timher management a c t i v i t i e s  can d i r e c t l y  a f f e c t  t h e  g r i z z l y  
populat ion i n  t h e  short-term by logging a c t i v i t i e s  and t h e  long 
term by road accesa  i n t o  a road le s s  area.  Access i n t o  the  a r e a  
could d i s p l a c e  t h e  b e a r  and inc rease  t h e  oppor tuni ty  f o r  
humadbear  encounters .  Timber management a c t i v i t i e s .  i f  vel1 
coord ina ted ,  can  produce b e n e f i t s  by producing more d e s i r a b l e  
forage  f o r  g r i z z l i e s  through c e r t s i n  timber h a r v e s t  and s i t e  
p repa ra t ion  p r a c t i c e s  such a s  small c l e a r c u t s  and broadcas t  
burning in s t ead  of t r a c t o r  p i l i n g .  Roads would b e  c losed  i n  a 
t i m e l y  manner t o  minimize h u m a d b e a r  encounters  and displacement.  

0 (See  Table 3 a t  the  

I n  a l l  A l t e r n a t i v e s  except  E and 0 ,  

A c t i v i t i e s  conducted i n  b i g  game 
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S o c i a l  and economic e f f e c t s  are r e l a t e d  p r imar i ly  t o  the  resource  
va lues  of t imber ,  w i l d l i f e .  wi lderness ,  and r ec rea t ion .  The 
h a r v e s t  of t imber i s  important t o  t h e  economic base  of 
cormuni t ies  i n  t h e  Forest .  Timber from t h e  Roberts Hountain 
r o a d l e s s  a r e a  would c o n t r i b u t e  t o  t h e  economic base. 
exper iences  could be  a l t e r e d  because of t h e  change i n  t h e  
r o a d l e s s  s e t t i n g  t o  a roaded-na tura l  s e t t i n g .  Road c l o s u r e s  
would retain t h e  a r e a  c l o s e r  t o  i t s  e x i s t i n g  cha rac t e r .  Those 
pub l i ca  d e s i r i n g  v i l d e r n e s s  or  road le s s  mangemeot f o r  t he  a r e a  
would not  be supported by these  emphases. Concerns about impacts 
on g r i z z l y  b e a r ,  b i g  game, and o t h e r  spec ie s  could be  r a i sed  by 
t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  scheduled i n  these  emphases. but  would h e  
addressed by e f f o r t s  t o  m i t i g a t e  t h e  impacts. 

Bunting 
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Grizz ly  Peak - 01667 Sta t e :  WOntana 

Gross Acres: 6,000 Net &res: 6,000 

I. Descr ip t ion  

The a r e a  i s  located i n  t h e  n o r t h  end of t h e  Fores t ,  no r theas t  of t h e  
Sy lvan i t e  Ranger S ta t ion .  immediately nor th  of t h e  Burnt Creek Road (No. 
472). The a r e a  i s  r e a d i l y  a c c e s s i b l e  from t h e  Burnt Creek Road which i s  
reached v i a  t h e  Yaak Road ( F o r e s t  Highway 9 2 ) .  
l imi ted  t o  one. on t h e  w e s t  a ide.  leading up t o  Clark Mountain. 

The a r e a  i s  formed by t h e  Gr i zz ly  Creek drainage.  fanning up from t h e  Burnt 
Creek Road, culminat ing a t  t h e  a d n  r i d g e  running from Clark Mountain (6400 
f e e t )  t o  Gr izz ly  Peak (6100 f e e t ) .  These two peaks dominate the  road le s s  
area. The a r e a  a l s o  inc ludes  a second o r d e r  t r i b u t a r y  t o  Burnt Creek a d  
t h e  Yaak River. 
b u t  more open ground along t h e  main r idge.  

The a r e a  i s  surrounded by t imber  management a c t i v i t i e s  such as roads with 
c l e a r c u t s  on t h e  n o r t h  s i d e  of t he  main  r idge.  

The ecosystem represented i n  t h e  a r e a  is Cedar Hemlock P ine  Fores t .  

Trails i n  the  area a r e  

The road le s s  area has  gene ra l ly  fo re s t ed  stream bo t toms  

The a r e a  suppor ts  g r i z z l y  b e a r  and mule deer .  
Clark Mountain - Grizz ly  Peak r i d g e  are another  a t t r a c t i o n .  

The a r e a  c u r r e n t l y  r e c e i v e s  hunt ing use  e s p e c i a l l y  i n  t h e  f a l l  (1,000 
RVD's). The remoteneas and lack  of s p e c i f i c  r e c r e a t i o n  f ea tu res .  such as 
f i s h i n g  l akes ,  tend t o  l i m i t  o t h e r  r ec rea t ion .  

11. Capabi l i ty  

A. Natural  I n t e g r i t y  and Appcarallcc 

The views o f fe red  by t h e  0 

The n a t u r a l  i n t e g r i t y  of t h e  road le s s  area is h igh ,  with nothing but  a 
few miles of r idge top  t r a i l  a f f e c t i n g  t h e  n a t u r a l  appearance. 

B. Oppor tuni t ies  f o r  S o l i t u d e  

Although it  is d i f f i c u l t  t o  g e t  more than a mile from an e x i s t i n g  
road, t he  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  a o l i t u d e  a r e  r e l a t i v e l y  good. as there i s  
an almost cont inuous canopy of trees i n  the  Grizzly C r e e k  va l ley .  and 
the  surrounding roads are l i g h t l y  used. 00 the  more open Grizzly Peak 
and Clark Xountain. t h e  s o l i t u d e  would be  lower. w i t h  t h e  views of t h e  
h ighly  developed aurrounding land. 

C. P r imi t ive  h e r e a t i o n  Opportamit ies  

Much of t h e  p r i m i t i v e  r e c r e a t i o n  tak ing  p lace  wi th in  the  roadleas  a r e a  
is hunting deer and e l k  i n  t h e  f a l l .  
q u a l i t y  mule deer hunting. 
t h e  open g ras sy  r i d g e s  o f  Gr izz ly  Peak and Clark Xountain. 
r i f l e  hunt ing f o r  b i g  game animals provides  a cha l lenging  ,experience.  

The dra inage  i s  known f o r  
There are e x c e l l e n t  camping s p o t s  a long 

Bow or 
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D. Lkosgeabi l i ty  and Boundaria0 Gr izz ly  Peak 01667 

The area v a s  i d e n t i f i e d  i n  t h e  BhaE XI inventory.  The recommendation 
was f o r  n o n r i l d e r n e s s  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  and the  area vas  eubsequencly 
a l loca t ed  t o  both developmental and nodevelopmenta l  uses .  

Groaa Eet 
Brun &rh6 

5900 5900 RAU 11 inventory 

6000 6000 1983 r o a d l e s s  inventory 

The nonconforming uaes  thac  would c o n f l i c t  wi th  a wi lderness  
c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  f o r  t h e  a r e a  a r e  the  e x i s t i n g  o i l  6 gas l ea ses .  

The Gr izz ly  Peak road le s s  a r e a  i s  e s s e n t i a l l y  one s i n g l e  drainage.  i n  
i t s  e n t i r e t y  f o r  t h e  m o s t  p a r t .  and a s  such should b e  manageable from 
a boundary s tandpoin t .  The roed le s s  a r e a  i n  surrounded by roads,  but  
t h ree  s i d e s  have topographic  f e a t u r e s  s t rong  enough t o  form a 
boundary. The f o u r t h  s i d e  on t h e  south is t h e  Burnt Creek Road, t h e  
main acceas  t o  t h e  a rea .  

111. A v a i h b i l i t y  

A. S i g n i f i c a n t  Pcaource P o t e n t i a h  

1. 

2. 

3 .  

Bscreat ion  

The area has  t h e  p o t e n t i a l  of provid ing  about  1,800 RVD's of 
r o a d l e s s  r e c r e a t i o n  p e r  year.  Current  uae is es t imated  t o  b e  
1.000 RVD's p e r  year .  

W i l d l i f e  

The a r e a  c o n t a i n s  g r i r r l y  h a b i t a t  end d e e r ,  e l k ,  and moose win te r  
range. 
f i r e  t o  enhance browse forage. The Porea t  W i l d l i f e  B i o l o g i s t  has 
determined t h a t  i f  t h e  prescr ibed  burning vere discont inued.  
t h e r e  would no t  be  s i g n i f i c a n t  impacts t o  t h e  maintenance of t h e  
w i l d l i f e  '.n t h e  road le s s  area. 

Thber  

There are 5,000 a c r e s  of s u i t a b l e  t imberland i n  t h e  Gr izz ly  Peak 
r o a d l e s s  area capab le  o f  producing a t  least 20 cub ic  f e e t  pe r  
acre p e r  y e a r  of timber growth. 
t imberland is on s lopes  s t e e p e r  than  55%. Road c o n s t r u c t i o n  on 
these  s l o p e s  w i l l  be  d i f f i c u l t  and c o s t l y .  
t h e  use  of c a b l e  or  h e l i c o p t e r  yard ing  methods. The remainder of 
t h e  t imberland i s  loca ted  on s lopes  t h a t  range from 2 0 4 5 % .  Road 
c o n s t r u c t i o n  w i l l  b e  less c o s t l y  on t h e s e  s l o p e s  and logging w i l l  
u t i l i z e  a combination of t r a c t o r  and c a b l e  yarding methods. 

This  w in te r  range is managed by t h e  use  of prescr ibed  

Approximately 50% of t h i s  

Logging w i l l  r e q u i r e  



8 .  Other Resources 0 1. F i s h e r i e s  
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Grizzly Pe& 01667 

2. 

3. 

4. 

Grizz ly  Creek, a major t r i b u t a r y  t o  Burnt Creek, f l w s  through 
t h i s  a r e a  and provides  f i s h  h a b i t a t  for  c u t t b r o a t ,  rainbow, and 
brook t r o u t ,  

Minerals 

The minera l  p o t e n t i a l  is low and t h e  o i l  and gas  p o t e n t i a l  is 
moderate. 

C u l t u r a l  Eesourcer 

There i s  one knmn h i s t o r i c  c u l t u r a l  s i te  i n  the  a rea ,  t h e  Clark 
Mountain P a t r o l  S ta t ion .  
surveyed f o r  p r e h i s t o r i c  sites and thus  no si tes have been 
i d e n t i f i e d .  Based upon aorveya i n  s i m i l a r  loca les .  t he  
p r o b a b i l i t y  of p r e h i s t o r i c  s i tes  occurr ing  is considered low. 

The a r e a  has not  been ex tens ive ly  

Water 

&an annual p r e c i p i t a t i o n  i n  t h e  a r e a  v a r i e s  from 45 to  10 inches  
depending on e l eva t ion .  
aga in ,  depending on e leva t ion .  
i n t e r r u p t e d  only b r i e f l y  by high runoff  events  such a s  sp r ing  
snoumelt. 

Bunoff would vary from 17 t o  35 inches.  
Water q u a l i t y  i s  high. 
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C. Basonrce Si tuat ion G r i r r l y  Peak 01667 
Table 1 

Gross Acres 
Net Acres 

Acres 6000 
Acres 6000 

Bec r ea t  ion 
Semiprim. Nonmotor. R M s  1000 Signif icant  F i s h e r i e e  

Stream Miles Miles 0 
b n g e  Stream Habitat Acres 0 

Suitable  Acres Acres 0 Lakes No. 0 
A W E  A W E  0 Lake Habitat Acres 0 

Timber Water Developments 
Tentative Sui table  Acres 5000 Existing No. 0 
Standing Volume W P  51 

Corridors 
Existing 6 Potent ia l  No. 

Wildlife - T6B 
G r i z z l y  Bear Eabi ts t  

Si tuat ion 1 Acres 
Si tuat ion 2 Acres 
Si tuat ion 3 Acres 

Wildlife - Big Game (Elk. Deer, 
k o s o )  

Surmer Bange Total Acres 
Winter Range Total Acres 

Special  Uses h i s t i n g  No. 

Existing F a c i l i t i e s  No. 

0 

6000 
0 
0 

3200 
2600 

0 

0 

Minerals 
Bard rock Potent is 1 

Very High Acres 
High Acres 
Moderate Acres 
L w  Acres 

Mining Claims No. 
O i l  6 CAS Potent ia l  

Very High dcres 
Eigh Acres 
M e r a t e  Acres 
L w  Acres 
UUknoVn Acres 

Leases No. 
Leased Acres Acres 

O i l  6 Gas Leases 

- 
6000 

0 

5 
4500 

D. l l u r y a n t  Consideratiom 

1. Land Use Authoriraeions 

There a r e  no spec ia l  uses in  the ares.  O i l  6 gas leases exist. 

2. Fire 

The area has had a low f i r e  occurrence history.  The fue l s  
s i t ua t ion  i n  the area is a colnbiaation of dense  conifer  stands i n  
t h e  lover elevat ions and canyon bottoms and by open stands w i t h  
grasses  and forbs on the main ridge. 
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3. 

4. 

Grizzly Pa& 01667 
Insect and Disease 

70-75% of the area contains mature lodgepole pine susceptible t o  
Mountain Pine bee t le  in fes ta t ion  vhich has recently started.  
Within 10 years. it i s  expected tha t  these mature stands w i l l  be 
k i l l ed .  

Aon-Federal k d s  

There a r e  no pr iva te  lands i n  t h i s  area. 

IV. Need 

A. 

B. 

C. 

V. 

A. 

Proximity to Other Vilderne88 and t o  Population Centers 

The ex is t ing  Cabinet Mountains Wilderness is located 30 a i r  miles t o  
the south of t h e  area. The Cabinets receive over 18.000 RVD’s 
annually and t h i s  use i s  s teadi ly  increasing. 

Grizzly Peak roadless area is about 40 miles by road from Libby, 
Montana and 150 m i l e s  form t h e  Coeur d’Alene. Idaho and Spokane. 
Washington areas. 

Contribution t o  Iiational Wilderne88 Preservation System 

This area i s  representat ive of the Cabinet-Yaak Grizzly Bear Ecosystem 
vhich is unc.ommon i n  the exis t ing vildernes8 system. 

Public In te rea t  

During t h e  BAllE I1 public review period. over 1,300 people commented 
on the area. Host (85%) vere  opposed t o  a wilderness c l a s s i f i ca t ion  
for the area. BllBg I1 rec-nded nonr i lde rness .  Responses t o  the 
U n i t  Plan i n  vhich Grizzly Peak i s  located (Cool-Burnt. December 1979) 
vere f e w  but  did include some support for  a primitive-type 
designation. 

The area i s  current ly  used p r i m a r i l y  for  hunting i n  the Fall .  

Alternativas and Eavir-tal Coneequences 

Managarat Prescr ipt ion ksig-ut by Alternat ive 

Multiple use management prescriptions were grouped in to  categories 
(management emphases) which have s imilar  impacts on t h e  wilderness and 
roadless resources. The following t ab le  displays how the roadless 
area acreage vas designated i n  each a l te rna t ive .  In addition, the 
suamary of management emphasis fur ther  def ines  t h e  r a t e  of development 
t h a t  is expected t o  occur i n  some a l t e rna t ives  as well as  the future 
disposi t ion of the inventoried roadleas area. 



Won.lId.rn** @nWlOpdl 
Tlwber Harvest Wlth 

U l l d l l t e  andlor 
VI..lng Uamgsmt. 
UInImm Use k e a s  dua t o  
S t a p  S l o p . *  cf 
Regemrat Ion 
Prcbl- 4.U 4.U 4.9 4.6 4.U 5.0 4.8 0 3 . 1  2.5 2.5 5.0 4.0 4.8 0 

I 1  I d e r n a I  

R 8 c m w n d . d  MI Idem.rr 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 6 . 0  0 0 0 0 0 0 0 .......................................................................................................................... 
S-r" Of Uan-"t Eqhar1.r 

Ilon.1 IdVI*., 
D.".lOped - D . C d .  I, 0 0 0 0 0 . 3  0 0 2 . 1  0 0 0 0 0 0 

O ~ a d s  5: 4.8 4.U 4.U 4.6 4.6 5.0 4.U 0 3.1 2.5 2.5 5.0 4.U 4.8 0 

R o d l e ~ s  - Decade I: 6.0 6.0 6.0 6.0 6.0 5.1 6.0 0 3 . 3  6.0 6.0 6.0 6.0 6.0 6.0 
Decode 5: 1.2 1 .2  1.2 1.4 1.4 1.0 1.2 0 2.3 3.5 3.5 1.0 1.2 1.2 6.0 

R c o l l n d d  M I I demerr 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 6 . 0  0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Total krcrrr- G r l l I l y  ha* 6.0 6.0 6.0 6.0 6.0 6.0 6.0 6.0 6.0 6.0 6.0 6.0 6.0 6.0 6.0 
n 
I 
lu m 
w 
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B .  Impacts Gr izz ly  Peak 01667 

1. Demignation: Wilderness 
Ksoagemeat Xmphasis: Y i  l de rness  

The Gr izz ly  Peak road le s s  a rea  i s  recommended f o r  v i l d e r n e s s  i n  
i t s  e n t i r e t y  i n  A l t e r n a t i v e  8 .  No o t h e r  a l t e r n a t i v e  recommends 
wi lderness  f o r  t h e  a rea .  There a r e  no s p e c i f i c  ground-dis turb ing  
management a c t i v i t i e s  a s soc ia t ed  w i t h  wi lderness  a r e a s  although 
t h e  e s t ab l i shmen t  of these  a reas  may, i n  i t s e l f ,  have e f f e c t s  on 
o t h e r  r e sources  and uses.  

A w i lde rness  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  w i l l  p reserve  t h e  p r i m i t i v e  c h a r a c t e r  
of t h e  a rea .  S p e c i f i c a l l y ,  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  p re sen t  f o r  
s o l i t u d e  w i t h i n  t h e  i n t e r i o r  of t h e  a rea  and t h e  q u a l i t y  roadless  
hunt ing  expe r i ences  w i l l  be  maintained. Old grovth  t imber 
h a b i t a t  w i l l  b e  p ro tec ted .  

There a r e  about  5,000 ac res  of s u i t a b l e  t imberland i n  t h e  a r ea  
t h a t  would be  foregone i n  A l t e r n a t i v e  H ( f u l l  wi lderness  
c l a s s i f i c a i t o n ) .  This would a f f e c t '  p r imar i ly  t h e  a b i l i t y  t o  
manage b i g  game and g r i z z l y  h a b i t a t  through timber harves t  and 
t h e  a b i l i t y  t o  sa lvage  dead and dying lodgepole in fe s t ed  by the  
mountain p i n e  b e e t l e .  

Gr izz ly  b e a r  h a b i t a t  ( S i t u a t i o n  1 - c r i t i c a l  t o  t h e  recovery of 
t h e  s p e c i e s )  cove r s  almost t h e  e n t i r e  road le s s  area.  Wilderness 
management would provide  s e c u r i t y  t o  t h e  bea r  by p roh ib i t i ng  
roading thereby  reducing inc reases  i n  human a c t i v i t y .  However, 
o p p o r t u n i t i e s  t o  inc rease  forage  through burning and timber 
h a r v e s t  would n o t  occur.  

Oppor tun i t i e s  t o  manage b ig  game summer and win te r  range by 
burning and t imber  ha rves t  would be foregone i n  t h i s  emphasis. 
A s  w i t h  t h e  g r i z z l y  b e a r ,  however, t h i s  lack of opportuni ty  vould 
be  o f f s e t  by t h e  b e n e f i t s  of h a b i t a t  s e c u r i t y  t h a t  wilderness  
could a f f o r d .  

Wilderness w i l l  r e s t r i c t  t h e  exp lo ra t ion  f o r .  and removal o f ,  
minera l  resources .  Under t h e  Wilderness Ac t .  the  land vould he 
vi thdrawn from mine ra l  e n t r y  s i n c e  no v a l i d  m i n i n g  c la ims  e x i s t .  
The e x i s t i n g  o i l  and g a s  l ea ses  would b e  honored, however. This  
r e s t r i c t i o n  is n o t  considered s i g n i f i c a n t  i n  t h e t  t h e  mineral  
p o t e n t i a l  i s  lov and t h e  o i l  end gas  p o t e n t i a l  i s  moderate. I f  
t h e r e  is no  d iscovery  when a l ea se  exp i r e s .  then t h e  land v i 1 1  be 
withdrawn from minera l  leasing.  

A c t i v i t i e s  permissable  i n  wi lderness ,  when au thor ized  by  t h e  1964 
Wilderness A c t  o r  v i l d e r n e s s  management p lans .  can c o s t  more than 
a c t i v i t i e s  i n  a r e a s  v i t h o u t  t h e  r e s t r i c t i o n s .  R e s t r i c t i o n s  apply 
p r imar i ly  t o  m o d e  of t r anspor t a t ion .  use  of cha insavs  i n  t h e  
v i l d e r n e s s .  and removing s i g n s  of t h e  i n t r u s i o n  a f t e r  p r o j e c t  
completion. When permi t ted .  a c t i v i t i e s  such a s  mineral  
exp lo ra t ion .  d i s e a s e  and p e s t  c o n t r o l ,  and f i r e  suppress ion ,  
would b e  conducted w h i l e  p ro t ec t ing  t h e  wi lderness  va lues  vhich. 
i n  t u r n ,  r e q u i r e s  more t i m e ,  adherence t o  more s t r i n g e n t  
requirements .  and more money being spent .  
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S o c i a l  and economic e f f e c t s  would c e n t e r  around t h e  resource  
va lues  of r e c r e a t i o n ,  w i l d l i f e ,  wilderneas ,  and timber. 
Semi-primitive r e c r e a t i o n  a c t i v i t i e s  such a s  hunt ing i n  a 
road le s s  s e t t i n g ,  would cont inue.  Timberland would not  be 
a v a i l a b l e  in A l t e r n a t i v e  H ,  t hus  no t  support ing the  wood products  
indus t ry .  Those publ ica  valuing wi lderness  would be supported by 
t h i s  management emphasis. - 
Management Eaphaser: P r i m i t i v e  Recreat ion,  S e n i - p r h i t i v e  

2.  Designation: Nomildernem* ( b a d l e s s )  

Itonmotorired %erea t ion ,  V i e w i n g ,  and 
L i m i t e d  Use Areas 

Each a l t e r n a t i v e ,  except A l t e r n a t i v e  H, d e s i g n a t e s  a p o r t i o n  of 
t h e  a r e a  t o  these management emphases. The following c h a r t  
d i s p l a y s  t h e  percent  of t h e  a r e a  des igna ted  t o  road le s s  
management, by a l t e r n a t i v e .  

Percent  of t h e  Area Designated f o r  b a d l e s s  Ilanagemcnt 
By Alternative 

A B C D E P G E I J K L I4 N 0 

20 20 20 23 20 16 20 0 38 51 51 16 20 20 100 

There a r e  few. i f  any, g r o u n d d i s t u r b i n g  management a c t i v i t i e s  
s p e c i f i c a l l y  a s soc ia t ed  with roadleasness .  
a s soc ia t ed  p r imar i ly  with d i spe r sed  r e c r e a t i o n  including hunt ing 
and f i s h i n g .  

The road le s s  c h a r a c t e r  of t h e  a r e a  w i l l  b e  preserved i n  these  
emphases a s  w i l l  t h e  p r i m i t i v e  r e c r e a t i o n  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  p re sen t  
i n  t h e  a rea .  Old growth t imber h a b i t a t  w i l l  be  maintained and 
g r i z z l y  bea r  h a b i t a t  w i l l  be p ro tec t ed .  Secur i ty  f o r  b i g  game 
w i l l  be  provided. 

L i k e  w i lde rness ,  road le s s  d e s i g n a t i o n s  r e q u i r e  s t i f f e r  
requirements  f o r  conducting a c t i v i t i e s .  requirements  t h a t  a r e  
designed t o  p r o t e c t  t h e  q u a l i t i e s  i nhe ren t  i n  a road le s s  
a l l o c a t i o n .  R e s t r i c t i o n s  on access  and m o d e  of t r a v e l  are major 
l i m i t a t i o n s  f o r  conducting a c t i v i t i e a .  o f t e n  making t h e  a c t i v i t y  
more expensive t o  accomplish. 
w i l d l i f e  and f i s h  h a b i t a t  improvements. mineral. o i l  and gas  
exploration/development, i n s e c t  and d i s e a s e  c o n t r o l ,  and w i l d f i r e  
suppression.  

The s o c i a l  and economic e f f e c t s  a r e  p r imar i ly  t h e  b e n e f i t s  of 
semi -p r imi t ive  r e c r e a t i o n  oppor tun i t i e s .  The t imber resource  
would not  be a v a i l a b l e  f o r  ha rves t  i n  these  emphases. 

A c t i v i t i e s  a r e  

Such a c t i v i t i e s  can include 

3. Designat ion:  Nonri ldereess  ( S m e  Development) 
Il.nagLment h p h a s i e :  

A l t e r n a t i v e s  J and U des igna te  about  8% of t h e  a r e a  (400 a c r e s )  
t o  t h i s  management emphasis. 
range h a b i t a t  f o r  t h e  b e n e f i t  of moose. e l k  and deer .  
burning i s  the  p r i m a r y  management a c t i v i t y .  

Big Gam? Winter Range 

The i n t e n t  is t o  manage win te r  
Prescr ibed  
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The impact on t h e  wi lderness  and road le s s  c h a r a c t e r  caused b y  
t h i s  emphasis i s  short-term i n  na ture .  The n a t u r a l n e s s  of the  
a r e a  would be a l t e r e d  s h o r t l y  a f t e r  burnillg b u t  v e g e t a t i v e  
recovery would make t h i s  a c t i v i t y  l e s s  apparent  l a t e r  on. 

Impacts on t h e  timber and minera l  resources  would be 
i n s i g n i f i c a n t  i n  t h i s  emphasis. 

Soc ia l  and economic e f f e c t s  would be p r i m a r i l y  one of support  of 
those  pub l i c s  va lu ing  w i l d l i f e  i n  t h e  a rea .  

4. Designation: Uonwilderness (Developed) 
Managemant Kmphasis: Big Came Winter Range Timber, Big Came 

S m e r  Range Timber, W i l d l i f e  Timber, 
C r i r r l y  Timber, Tiaber Optimizat ion,  
T i l b e r  Viewing, V i e w i n g  I i n b e r .  Mini- 
Use due t o  Steep Slopes  or Begeneration 
Problems. 

Every a l t e r n a t i v e ,  except  A l t e r n a t i v e s  H and 0. des igna te  s 
por t ion  of t h e  a r e a  t o  one of these  management emphases. The 
following c h a r t  d i s p l a y s  t h e  percent  of the  a r e a  des igna ted  f o r  
developmental a c t i v i t i e s .  

Percent of t h e  Area Designated for  Developmental k t i v i t i e r  
By Al te rna t ive  

A B C D E F G E I J K L N N 0 

8 0 8 0 8 0 7 7 8 0 8 4 8 0  0 6 2 4 1 4 1 8 4 8 0 8 0  0 

Timber ha rves t  and a s soc ia t ed  a c t i v i t i e s .  such a s  road bu i ld ing ,  
have more a f f e c t  on t h e  phys ica l  and b i o l o g i c a l  environment than 
any of t h e  o t h e r  f o r e s t  management a c t i v i t i e s .  The e x t e n t  of t h e  
e f f e c t s  are dependent on management regimes s e l e c t e d .  

No a l t e r n a t i v e  p r o j e c t s  development t o  occur du r ing  t h e  f i r s t  
decade except  A l t e r n a t i v e s  F and I. (See Table 3 a t  t h e  end of 
t h i s  sect ion.)  However, by t h e  t h i r d  decade, t h e  n a t u r a l n e s s  of 
t h e  a rea  w i l l  be  impacted by timber c u t t i n g  u n i t s  and roads as  
development occurs  i n  a l l  a l t e r n a t i v e s  except H and 0. From 14 
t o  27 miles of  road w i l l  b e  needed t o  develop t h e  a r e a ,  depending 
on t h e  a l t e r n a t i v e ,  Wading foregoes t h e  oppor tun i ty  f o r  
wi lderness  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  i n  t h e  long-term. and reduces t h e  
oppor tun t i e s  f o r  s o l i t u d e  and p r imi t ive  r ec rea t ion .  

Timber ha rves t  and roads could r e s u l t  i n  a short- term reduct ion  
i n  b ig  game cover  and secu r i ty .  A c t i v i t i e s  conducted i n  b ig  game 
h a b i t a t  a r e  coord ina ted  w i t h  w i l d l i f e  needs and inc lude  t h e  
c l o s u r e  of  roads upon ccmplet ion of t h e  a c t i v i t y  and in su r ing  
t h a t  adequate  cove r  i s  le f t .  Long-term b e n e f i t s  t o  w i l d l i f e  
inc lude  main ta in ing  and improving w i l d l i f e  forage.  
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Timber management a c t i v i t i e s  can d i r e c t l y  a f f e c t  t h e  g r i z z l y  
popula t ion  i n  t he  short-term by logging a c t i v i t i e s  and t h e  long 
term by road access  i n t o  a roadlese  a rea .  Access i n t o  t h e  a rea  
could d i s p l a c e  t h e  bea r  and inc rease  the  oppor tuni ty  f o r  
humadbear  encounters .  Timber management a c t i v i t i e s .  i f  wel l  
coord ina ted ,  can produce b e n e f i t s  by producing more d e s i r a b l e  
forage f o r  g r i z z l i e s  through c e r t a i n  timber ha rves t  and s i t e  
p repa ra t ion  p r a c t i c e s  such a s  small c l e a r c u t s  and broadcast  
burning i n s t e a d  of t r a c t o r  p i l i n g .  Roads would be closed i n  a 
t imely manner t o  minimize humadbear encounters  and displacement.  

The h a r v e s t  of some of t he  mature lodgepole p i n e  w i l l  provide an 
oppor tuni ty  f o r  c o n t r o l  of i n s e c t s  and d i s e a s e  because a l l  
d i seased  or s u s c e p t i b l e  t r e s s  a r e  removed and a young, vigorous 
s tand i s  i n i t i a t e d .  

S o c i a l  and economic e f f e c t s  a r e  r e l a t e d  p r imar i ly  t o  t h e  resource  
va lues  of timber. w i l d l i f e ,  wilderness .  and r ec rea t ion .  The 
ha rves t  of t imber  i s  important t o  t h e  economic base of 
communities i n  the  Fores t .  Timber from t h e  Gr izz ly  Peak roadlesa  
a r e a  would c o n t r i b u t e  t o  the  economic base.  Hunting experiences 
could be  a l t e r e d  because of t h e  change i n  the  road le s s  s e t t i n g  t o  
a roaded n a t u r a l  s e t t i n g .  b a d  c l o s u r e s  would r e t a i n  the  a r e a  
c l o s e r  t o  i t s  e x i s t i n g  cha rac t e r .  Those p u b l i c s  d e s i r i n g  
wi lderness  o r  road le s s  mangement f o r  t h e  a r e a  would not  be 
supported by these  emphases. Concerns about impacts on g r i z z l y  
bear ,  b i g  game, and o t h e r  spec ie s  could b e  r a i s e d  by the  
a c t i v i t i e s  scheduled i n  t hese  emphases. b u t  would be  addressed by 
e f f o r t s  t o  m i t i g a t e  t h e  impacts. 



Table 3. Oacwdlll Outputs by Altemstlus tor Rwdlesr k e a .  

tu€wu€s 
O E W E  A 0 C 0 E F G n I 1 K L I4 N 0 
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T I * W  
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3 2.9 2.9 2.9 .I 2.9 3.0 2.9 0 0 1.8 1.8 .I 3.0 2.9 0 
S .2 .2 .2 .7  .2 . I  .2 0 0 .5 .s .2 .7 .2  0 
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Row* Constructed 
F l r i t  Decade - YIIas 0 0 0 0 0 3 0 0 15  0 0 0 0 0 0 

Total Row Y1I.s 
Needed by Flfth 
Decade - MIIeI 23 23 23 26 23 21 23 0 16 I 4  I 4  23 X 23 0 

* I l d l l f .  - TLE 
Grlllly b a r  

H a b l t a t  Y k r r r  
(.lo sctlvltyl 1.2 1.2 1.2 1.4 1.2 1.0 1.2 6 .0 2.3 3.1 3.1 1.0 1.2 1 .2  6.0 

WIldllf* - 810 Gam 
S u m r  Range k r e s  1.8 3.0 3.0 2.9 1.8 1.8 1.8 0 0 0 0 3.0 1.0 1.8 0 

* In ter  Range Meres 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 3 .5  2.1 2.1 0 0 0 0 

Y l n e r a l s  d 01I/Gar 
Vary H l g h l  
Hlgh Potentlal - 
k c e s r l b l e  Mcrer 

HOT APRIU8LE IN THIS 
ROMLESS M E A  
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KOOTXRbI M T I O W  FOBHST 

0 Zulu Creek - 01x166 State: Xoootana 

Gross Acres: 6.400 Uet Acres: 6.400 

I. Desc r ip t ion  

The Zulu Creek road leas  a rea  i s  located between the  P i p e  Creek Divide and 
Pink Mountain, running i n  a southwest t o  n o r t h e a s t  d i r e c t i o n .  Access i s  
provided v i a  t h e  P ipe  Creek Road and a t r a i l  system e x i s t s  on the  main 
r idge .  

The a rea  is p r i m a r i l y  r o l l i n g  t imberland w i t h  a r i d g e l i n e  running from Pipe  
Creek Surnmit (4.400 f e e t )  t o  Pink Mountain (6.600 f e e t ) .  The headwaters 
f o r  Smoot. Zulu, and Copeland Creeks a l l  o r i g i n a t e  i n  t h i s  roadless  a r e a ,  
a s  do some small unnamed t r i b u t a r i e s  of t h e  South Fork Yaak River. 

The sou theas t e rn  edge i s  bordered l a r g e l y  by Fores t  developments such a s  
roads and c u t t i n g  u n i t ,  whi le  t h e  remaining surroundings a r e  l e s s  
developed. 

The represented  ecosystems a r e  Douglas-fir  Fo res t  and Western Spruce F i r  
Fores t .  

The a r e a ' s  w i l d l i f e .  inc luding  g r i z z l y ,  and t h e  potholes  and wet meadows i n  
t h e  southern  h a l f  a r e  among t h e  a r e a ' s  a t t r a c t i o n s .  

Current  r e c r e a t i o n  use  c o n s i s t s  pr imar i ly  of hunt ing i n  t h e  f a l l  and 
snowmobiling i n  w i n t e r  (500 RW's). 

11. Capab i l i t y  

0 

A. 

B. 

C. 

D. 

Natura l  I n t e g r i t y  and Appearance 

The n a t u r a l  i n t e g r i t y  i s  high with only a few miles of hiking t r a i l s  
around Pink Mountain. 

Oppor tun i t i e s  for S o l i t u d e  

Oppor tun i t i e s  f o r  s o l i t u d e  vary from high t o  moderate. Oppor tuni t ies  
a r e  more a v a i l a b l e  i n  t h e  densely vege ta ted  streambottoms and less so 
on t h e  open r i d g e s  of Pink Mountain where v i ews  of pas t  timber 
management a c t i v i t i e s  a r e  apparent .  

P r i m i t i v e  Recreation Opportuni t iea  

P r i m i t i v e  r e c r e a t i o n  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  i nc lude  r idge top  h ik ing  and 
hunting. Crosscountry t r a v e l  through dense woods is a cha l lenging  
exper ience  a l s o  o f f e red .  

Other Fea ture8  

Among t h e  s p e c i a l  f e a t u r e s  of the  a r e a  a r e  w e t  meadows i n  t h e  lower 
p o r t i o n  and t h e  open r i d g e s  around Pink Hountain. 
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E. h n a g e a b i l i t y  and Boundaries Zulu Cr. 01x166 

The a rea  waa i d e n t i f i e d  du r ing  t h e  RARE I e f f o r t  and i n  t h e  in t e r im .  
has r e t a ined  i t s  road le s s  q u a l i t i e s  a l though the  Zulu Creek a r e a  was 
a l l o c a t e d  p r imar i ly  t o  developmental  uses .  

Cross N e t  
brru &LM 

7 800 7 800 RARE I inventory 
-1400 -1400 Area a f f e c t e d  by e x i s t i n g  

t imber s a l e s  
6400 6400 1983 inventory 

The nonconforming uses  t h a t  would c o n f l i c t  w i t h  a wi lderness  
c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  i n  t h e  a r e s  a r e  t h e  e x i s t i n g  o i l  h gas  leases. 

The p resen t  boundary could b e  improved by p l ac ing  i t  on more d e f i n i t e .  
s t ronge r  topographic f e a t u r e s .  As p r e s e n t l y  conf igured ,  t h e  a r e a  is 
s m e l l  w i t h  an over-abundance of  access  from s e v e r a l  d i r e c t i o n s .  

111. A v a i l a b i l i t y  

A. S i g n i f i c a n t  Bcsource P o t e n t i a l s  

1. Becrea t ion  

The a r e a  has t h e  p o t e n t i a l  t o  c o n t r i b u t e  about 1.800 RVD's  o f  
wi lderness  r e c r e a t i o n  p e r  year .  The snowmobile u s e  now occurr ing  i n  
t h e  a r e a  around Pink Mountain would c o n f l i c t  with a wilderness  
c l a s s i f i c a t i o n .  Current  u s e  is es t ima ted  t o  b e  about  500 RW's p e r  
year. 

2. W i l d l i f e  

Seventy-eight pe rcen t  of t h e  r o a d l e s s  a r e a  i s  g r i z z l y  h a b i t a t .  Mule 
d e e r  and moose h a b i t a t  a r e  a l s o  p r e s e n t  though management 
o p p o r t u n i t i e s  a r e  l imi ted .  

3 .  Timber 

There a r e  5,600 s c r e s s  of s u i t a b l e  t imberland capable  of producing a t  
l e a s t  20 cubic  f e e t  pe r  a c r e  pe r  yea r  of t imber growth. 
80% of t h i s  t imberland i s  loca ted  on s lopes  ranging from 20 t o  5 5 % .  
Road c o n s t r u c t i o n  w i l l  n o t  be  d i f f i c u l t  and logging can  u t i l i z e  both 
t r a c t o r  and c a b l e  yard ing  methods. 

Approximately 

B. Other  Besources 

1. F i s h e r i e s  

This a r e s  does not  have any s i g n i f i c a n t  f i s h e r i e s  b u t  c o n t a i n s  t h e  
headwaters f o r  some t r i b u t a r i e s  t o  t h e  South Fork of  t h e  Yaak River  
and Big Creek. 

2. Range 

There a r e  no graz ing  a l l o t m e n t s  i n  t h e  a r e a  and t h e  g raz ing  p o t e n t i a l  
i s  all t r a n s i t o r y .  
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3. Minerals Zulu Cr .  01x166 

The mine ra l  p o t e n t i a l  i s  low and t h e  o i l  and gas  p o t e n t i a l  i s  
moderate. 

4. C u l t u r a l  Xesources 

There i s  one known h i s t o r i c  c u l t u r a l  s i t e  and no p r e h i s t o r i c  
si tes i d e n t i f i e d  i n  t h e  area.  Based upon surveys done i n  s i m i l a r  
a r eas .  t h e  p r o b a b i l i t y  of p r e h i s t o r i c  s i tes  occurr ing  i s  
considered low. 

5 .  Water 

Mean annual  p r e c i p i t a t i o n  f o r  t h e  a r e a  averages  about 35 inches.  
Th i r ty  t o  40 percent  of t h i s  p r e c i p i t a t i o n  can  be expected t o  
show up a s  streamflow. in l fuenc ing  t h e  streams t o  peak i n  l a t e  
Hay o r  June. Water qua i ty  i s  very high except  dur ing  these  sho r t  
t i m e  per iod  when t h e  streamflow i s  high. 

C. Resource S i t u a t i o n  Zulu 01x166 
Table 1 

orv U n i t  C- t 

Gross Acres Acres 6400 
Net Acres Acres 6400 

Recreat ion 
Semiprim. Normotor. RVDs 500 S i g n i f i c a n t  F i s h e r i e s  

Stream Miles Miles 0 
Rang e Stream Hab i t a t  Acres 0 

S u i t a b l e  Acres Acres 0 Lakes No. 0 
AUns AUnS 0 Lake Hab i t a t  Acres 0 

Ten ta t ive  S u i t a b l e  Acres 5600 Exis t ing  No. 0 
Standing Volume W P  40 

0 

Timber Water Developments 

Corr idors  
Exis t ing  h P o t e n t i a l  No. 

W i l d l i f e  - TbE 
Gr izz ly  Bear Hab i t a t  

S i t u a t i o n  1 Acres 
S i t u a t i o n  2 Acres 
S i t u a t i o n  3 Acres 

W i l d l i f e  - Big G a m e  (Elk .  Deer) 

S m e r  Range T o t a l  Acres 
Winter Range T o t a l  Acres 

S p e c i a l  Uses Exis t ing  No. 

Ex i s t ing  Faci  l i t  ies  No. 

0 

4700 
300 - 

6400 
0 

0 

0 

Minerals  
Hard r o c k  Po t e n t  i a 1 

Very High Acres 
High Acres 
Moderate Acres 
Low Acres 

Mining Claims No. 
O i l  b Gas P o t e n t i a l  

Very High Acres 
High Acres 
& d e r a t e  Acres 
Low Acres 
Unknovn Acres 

Leases No. 
Leased Acres Acres 

O i l  h Gas Leases 

- 
6400 

0 

4 
5000 
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D. hoagement  Cons idera t ions  Zulu C r .  01x166 

1. L a d  Use d u t h o r i z a t i o o s  

T h e r e  a r e  n o  s p e c i a l  u ses .  O i l  6 gas  l ea ses  e x i s t .  

2 .  F i r e  

The a rea  has had low f i r e  occurrence ( 2  f i r e s  i n  the  l a s t  20 
yea r s ) .  The f u e l s  s i t u a t i o n  i s  dense c o n i f e r  s tands  with an 
accumulation of downed. woody m a t e r i a l  a s  ground fue l s .  

3. I n s e c t  and Disease 

N i n e t y  percent  of the  a rea  c o n t a i n s  mature lodgepole p ine  s t ands  
s u s c e p t i b l e  t o  Hountain Pine Beetle a t t a c k .  In sec t  a c t i v i t y  is 
occurr ing  on the  nor th  boundary. 

4. Non-Federal Lands 

There a r e  no p r i v a t e  lands i n  t h e  area.  

IV. Need 

A. Proximity t o  Other Wilderness and t o  Popula t ion  Centers  

The a r e a  i s  about 20 a i r  mi l e s  from t h e  e x i s t i n g  Cabinet Hountains 
Wilderness. 
mi l e s )  a r e  t h e  n e a r e s t  l a r g e  populat ion cen te r s .  

Con t r ibu t ion  t o  National Wilderness P rese rva t ion  System 

This a r e a  i s  r e p r e a e n t a t i v e  of t he  Cabinet-Yaak Grizzly Bear Ecosystem 
which is uncommon i n  t he  e x i s t i n g  wi lderness  system. 

Spokane, Washington (180 mi les )  and Misoula. Montana (240 

B. 

C. Publ ic  I n t e r e s t  

Zu lu  was eve lua ted  during BABE I1 and t h e  recommendation was f o r  
n o n r i l d e r n e s s .  Publ ic  comments rece ived  du r i ag  t h e  Unit Planning 
process  d i d  no t  address  t h e  ques t ion  of wi lderness  f o r  t h e  a r e a  and 
t h e r e  has  been no recent  support  expressed f o r  wilderness .  

V. Alternatives and Burironmental Consequences 

A. Ksnagemeot P r e a c r i p t i o o  Assigoaent by A l t e r n a t i v e  

M u l t i p l e  use  management p r e s c r i p t i o n s  were grouped i n t o  c a t e g o r i e s  
(management emphases) which have similar impacts on t h e  wi lderness  and 
r o a d l e s s  resources .  The fol lowing t a b l e  d i s p l a y s  how t h e  r o a d l e s s  
a rea  ac reage  was designated i n  each a l t e r n a t i v e .  I n  addi t ion .  t h e  
summary of management emphasis f u r t h e r  d e f i n e s  t h e  r a t e  of development 
t h a t  is expected t o  occur i n  some a l t e r n a t i v e s  as  w e l l  a s  t he  f u t u r e  
d i s p o s i t i o n  of t he  inventor ied  r o a d l e s s  area.  



aecreat1on. Y l d n g .  
Y l n l N n  use Areas 3.3 3.3 3.3 2.8 3.3 4.6 3.3  0 .I .5  .5  .8 4 .1  4.1 6.4 

3.1 3.1 3.1 3.6 3.1 1.8 3.1 0 6.3 5.9 5.9 5.6 2 . 3  2.3 0 

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 6 . 4  0 0  0 0 0  0 0  .......................................................................................................................... 
S-ry of Yan-nt Elphasls: 

Nc4.l l d r n s s r  
0.retop.d - 0oc.d. I: .2 .2  .2  0 .2 0 .2 0 0 .2 .2 1.8 .2 .2 0 
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Roadless - Oecad. I :  6 .2  6.2 6.2 6.4 6.2 6.4 6.2 0 6.4 6.2 6.2 4.6 6.2 6.2 6.4 
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R-rdM I 1  Idemerr 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 6 . 4  0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Total &.I- Zulu 6.4 6.4 6.4 6.4 6.4 6.4 6.4 6.4 6.4 6.4 6.4 6.4 6.4 6.4 6.4 
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B. Impacts 

1 .  D e s i g n a t i o n :  Wi lde rness  
Management Emphasis: W i  l d c r n e s s  
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Zulu C r .  01x166 

The Z u l u  Creek r o a d l e s s  a r e s  i s  recommended f o r  w i l d e r n e s s  
d e s i g n a t i o n  i n  i t s  e n t i r e t y  i n  A l t e r n a t i v e  H. No o t h e r  
a l t e r n a t i v e  recommends w i l d e r n e s s  f o r  t h e  a r e a .  There a r e  no  
spec  i f  i c  ground+ i s t u r b  ing  management a c t i v i t i e s  a s s o c  i a  t e d  w i t h  
w i l d e r n e s s  a r e a s  s l t h o u g h  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  t h e s e  a r e a s  may, 
i n  i t s e l f ,  have e f f e c t s  on o t h e r  r e s o u r c e s  and u s e s .  

A w i l d e r n e s s  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  f o r  t h e  ares w i l l  p r o t e c t  t h e  
p r i m i t i v e  c h a r a c t e r i a t i c s  p r e s e n t  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  
s o l i t u d e  w i t h i n  t h e  d e n s e l y  v e g e t a t e d  s t r e a m b o t t o m s  and wet 
meadows. and t h e  q u a l i t y  r o s d l e s s  h u n t i n g  o p p o r t u n i t i e s .  

There a r e  a b o u t  5.600 a c r e s  of  s u i t a b l e  t i m b e r l a n d  t h a t  would b e  
u n a v a i l a b l e  f o r  management i n  t h e  f u l l  w i l d e r n e s s  A l t e r n a t i v e  H. 
This would a f f e c t  t h e  a b i l i t y  t o  manage b i g  game summer r ange  and 
t o  s a l v a g e  l o d g e p o l e  p i n e  timber t h a t  becomes i n f e s t e d  by t h e  
mountain p i n e  b e e t l e .  

The i n a b i l i t y  t o  manage f o r  b i g  game summer r a n g e  th rough  t i m b e r  
h a r v e s t  would b e  o f f s e t  by t h e  b e n e f i t s  t o  w i l d l i f e  r e s u l t i n g  
from t h e  s e c u r i t y  p rov ided  by w i l d e r n e s s .  T h i s  s e c u r i t y  t a k e s  
t h e  form o f  l i m i t i n g  a c c e s s  i n t o  t h e  area which. i f  u n a b a t e d ,  c a n  
b e  d i s r u p t i v e  t o  w i l d l i f e .  

About 78% o f  t h e  a r e a  c o n t a i n s  g r i z z l y  h a b i t a t  ( S i t u a t i o n s  1 and 
2 - see g l o s s a r y ) .  Wi lde rnese  management would p r o v i d e  s e c u r i t y  
f o r  t h e  b e a r  from r o e d i n g  and t h e  r e s u l t a n t  i n c r e a s e  i n  human 
a c t i v i t y .  However, i n c r e a s e s  i n  f o r a g e  t h r o u g h  management 
a c t i v i t i e s  such  a s  timber h a r v e s t  and b u r n i n g  would n o t  occur .  

W i l d e r n e s s  w i l l  r e s t r i c t  t h e  e x p l o r a t i o n  fo r ,  and removal o f ,  
m i n e r a l  r e s o u r c e s .  Under t h e  W i l d e r n e s s  A c t ,  t h e  land would b e  
withdrawn from m i n e r a l  e o t r y  s i n c e  no v a l i d  min ing  claims e x i s t .  
The e x i s t i n g  o i l  and gas leases would b e  honored ,  however. This 
r e s t r i c t i o n  i s  n o t  c o n s i d e r e d  s i g n i f i c a n t  i o  t h a t  t h e  m i n e r a l  
p o t e n t i a l  i s  low and t h e  o i l  and g a s  p o t e n t i a l  i s  moderate. I f  
t h e r e  is n o  d i s c o v e r y  when a l e a s e  e x p i r e s .  t h e n  t h e  l and  w i l l  b e  
withdrawn from m i n e r a l  l e a s i n g .  

A c t i v i t i e s  p e r m i s s a b l e  i n  w i l d e r n e s s ,  when a u t h o r i z e d  by t h e  1964 
W i l d e r n e s s  Act or w i l d e r n e s s  management p l a n s ,  can c o s t  more t h a n  
a c t i v i t i e s  i n  a r e a s  w i t h o u t  t h e  r e s t r i c t i o n s .  R e s t r i c t i o n s  a p p l y  
p r i m a r i l y  t o  mode o f  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n ,  u s e  o f  chainsaws i n  the 
w i l d e r n e s s .  and removing s i g n s  of t h e  i n t r u s i o n  a f t e r  p r o j e c t  
comple t ion .  When p e r m i t t e d .  a c t i v i t i e s  s u c h  as m i n e r a l  
e x p l o r a t i o n .  d i s e a s e  and p e s t  c o n t r o l ,  and f i r e  s u p p r e s s i o n .  
would b e  conduc ted  w h i l e  p r o t e c t i n g  t h e  w i l d e r n e s s  v a l u e s  which,  
i n  t u r n .  r e q u i r e s  more t i m e ,  a d h e r e n c e  t o  more s t r i n g e n t  
r e q u i r e m e n t s .  and more money b e i n g  s p e n t .  
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S o c i a l  and economic e f f e c t s  would c e n t e r  around t h e  r e source  
va lues  of  r e c r e a t i o n ,  w i l d l i f e .  wi lderness ,  and t imber.  
semi-pr imit ive r e c r e a t i o n  a c t i v i t i e s  such a s  hunt ing i n  a 
r o a d l e s s  s e t t i n g .  would cont inue .  Timberland vould not  be 
a v a i l a b l e  i n  A l t e r n a t i v e  H. t h u s  not suppor t ing  t h e  wood products  
indus t ry .  Those p u b l i c s  va lu ing  wi lderness  would be supported by  
t h i s  management emphasis. 

2. Designat ion:  Nonwildernese ( b a d l e s s )  
Management hpha6eS:  P r i m i t i v e  Becreat ion.  S e u i - p r i m i t i r e  

Nonmotorired Recreat ion,  V i e w i n g ,  and 
Limited Use Areas 

Each a l t e r n a t i v e .  except  A l t e r n a t i v e  H ,  de s igna te s  a p o r t i o n  of 
the  a r e a  t o  these  management emphases. The following c h a r t  
d i s p l a y s  t h e  percent  of  t h e  a rea  des igna ted  t o  road le s s  
management i n  each a l t e r n a t i v e .  

Pe rcen t  of Area Designated t o  Roadless Management 
By Alternative 

A B C D E F G E I J K L U N 0 

51 51 51 43 51 7 1  51 0 1 7 7 12 64 64 100 

There a r e  few, i f  any, g r o u n d d i s t u r b i n g  management a c t i v i t i e s  
spec i f  i c a l l y  a s soc ia t ed  w i t h  road l e s sness  . 
a s s o c i a t e d  p r imar i ly  wi th  d i spe r sed  r e c r e a t i o n  inc luding  hunt ing 
and f i s h i n g .  

The road le s s  c h a r a c t e r  w i th in  t h e  a r e a  w i l l  b e  maintained a s  w i l l  
t h e  s e m i - p r i m i t i v e  r e c r e a t i o n  oppor tun i t i e s .  Old grovth  t imber 
h a b i t a t  v i 1 1  be maintained and t h e  g r i z z l y  h a b i t a t  w i l l  b e  
p ro t ec t ed .  Secur i ty  for b i g  game w i l l  b e  provided. 

A c t i v i t i e s  a r e  
0 

Like wi lderness .  road le s s  d e s i g n a t i o n s  r e q u i r e  s t i f f e r  
requirements  f o r  conducting a c t i v i t i e s .  requirements  t h a t  a r e  
designed t o  p r o t e c t  t h e  q u a l i t i e s  inherent  i n  a road le s s  
a l l o c a t i o n .  R e s t r i c t i o n s  on access  and mode of t r a v e l  a r e  major 
l i m i t a t i o n s  f o r  conducting a c t i v i t i e s .  o f t e n  making the  a c t i v i t y  
more expensive t o  accomplish. Such a c t i v i t i e s  can inc lude  
w i l d l i f e  and f i s h  h a b i t a t  improvements. mineral .  o i l  and gas  
exploration/development. i n s e c t  and d i s e a s e  c o n t r o l .  and w i l d f i r e  
suppression.  

The social and economic e f f e c t s  a r e  pr imar i ly  t h e  b e n e f i t s  of 
semi-pr imit ive recreation oppor tun i t i e s .  Timber vould not  be 
a v a i l a b l e  f o r  ha rves t  i n  these  emphases. 
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0 3. Designation: Nonvilderness (Developed) 
Management &upbasen: Big Came Winter Range T i m b e r ,  Big Game 

S u e t  Range Timber,  W i l d l i f e  Timber. 
Gr izz ly  Timber ,  Timber Optimization. 
T i m b e r  V i e w i n g .  V i e w i n g  Timber. Minimum 
Uae due t o  Steep Slopes  or  Regeneration 
Prob lens. 

T i m b e r  ha rves t  and a s soc ia t ed  a c t i v i t i e s .  such a s  road bu i ld ing .  
have more a f f e c t  on t h e  phys ica l  and b i o l o g i c a l  environment than 
any of t h e  o t h e r  f o r e s t  management a c t i v i t i e s .  The e x t e n t  of t h e  
e f f e c t s  a r e  dependent on management regimes selected. Each ” 

a l t e r n a t i v e  d e s i g n a t e s  a p o r t i o n  of the  a rea  t o  one of  t h e s e  
emphases. The fo l lowing  c h a r t  d i s p l a y s  t h e  pe rcen t  of the  a r e a  
des igna ted  f o r  developmental  a c t i v i t i e s .  by a l t e r n a t i v e .  

- 

Percent of  t h e  Ares Denignated f o r  Developmental A c t i v i t i e s  
By A l t e r n a t i v e  

A B C D E P C B I J K L w N 0 

49 49 49 57 49 29 49 0 99 93 93 88 36 36 0 

In a l l  a l t e r n a t i v e s ,  except  A l t e r n a t i v e s  D. F, H. I. L and 0, 
development uould occur  i n  t h e  f i r s t  decade,  s p e c i f i c a l l y  timber 
ha rves t ing  and road bu i ld ing .  (See  Table 3 a t  t h e  end of t h i s  
sec t ion . )  I n  a l l  a l t e r n a t i v e s  except  H and 0 ,  development w i l l  
occur by  t h e  t h i r d  decade. Road mileage requi red  t o  develop t h e  
a r e a  ranges from 5 t o  32 m i l e s ,  depending on t h e  a l t e r n a t i v e .  

As development occurs .  t h e  n a t u r a l n e s s  of t h e  a r e a  w i l l  be  
impacted by timber c u t t i n g  u n i t s .  roads,  and o t h e r  a c t i v i t i e s .  
Roading foregoes  t h e  oppor tun i ty  t o  cons ide r  t h e  a r e a  f o r  
wi lderness  i n  t h e  long-term and reduces t h e  oppor tun i ty  f o r  
p r i m i t i v e  r e c r e a t i o n  and exper iences  of s o l i t u d e .  

0 

Timber  h a r v e s t  and roads  could r e s u l t  i n  a short- term reduc t ion  
i n  b i g  game cove r  and s e c u r i t y .  A c t i v i t i e s  conducted i n  b i g  game 
h a b i t a t  a r e  coord ina ted  wi th  w i l d l i f e  needs and inc lude  t h e  
c l o s u r e  of roads upon complet ion of t h e  a c t i v i t y  and in su r ing  
t h a t  adequate  cove r  i s  l e f t .  Long-term b e n e f i t s  t o  w i l d l i f e  
inc lude  main ta in ing  and improving w i l d l i f e  forage.  

T imber  management a c t i v i t i e s  can  d i r e c t l y  a f f e c t  t h e  g r i z z l y  
popula t ion  i n  t h e  short- term by logging a c t i v i t i e s  and t h e  long 
tern by road a c c e s s  i n t o  a r o a d l e s s  a rea .  Access i n t o  t h e  a r e a  
could d i s p l a c e  t h e  b e a r  and inc rease  t h e  oppor tun i ty  f o r  
humanlbear encounters .  Timber management a c t i v i t i e s ,  i f  w e l l  
coo rd ina ted ,  can  produce b e n e f i t s  by producing more d e s i r a b l e  
fo rage  f o r  g r i z z l i e s  through c e r t a i n  timber harvest and s i t e  
p r e p a r a t i o n  p r a c t i c e s  such a s  small c l e a r c u t s  and broadcas t  
burning in s t ead  of t r a c t o r  p i l i n g .  Roads would be  c losed  i n  a 
t i m e l y  manner t o  minimize humadbear  encounters  and displacement .  
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Social  and economic e f f e c t s  a r e  re la ted primarily t o  the resource 
values of timber. v i l d l i f e .  vilderness.  and recreation. The 
harvest  of timber is important t o  the econwic base of 
communities i n  t h e  Forest. Timber from the Zulu Creek roadless 
area would contr ibute  to  the economic base. 
could be altered because of the change i n  the roadless s e t t i ng  t o  
E roaded natural  se t t ing .  Road closures  would r e t a i n  the area 
c lose r  t o  its exis t ing  character. 
wilderness or roadless mangement for  t h e  a r e s  would not be 
supported by these enIphaSe8. Concerns about impacts on gr izz ly  
bear. big game, and other species could be raised by the 
a c t i v i t i e s  scheduled i n  these emphEEe8. but would be addressed by 
e f f o r t s  t o  mit igate  the impacts. 

Hunting experiences 

Those publics des i r ing  



Table 3. Drodal Outputs by Alternett*. for Zulu RoMIeis k e a .  

ALTUIlUTlVEZ 
DECADE A 0 C D F F 0 H I J K I Y Y 0 

Rc. WIldermrs W r e s  0 0  0 0  0 0 0 6.4 0 0 0 0 0 0 0  

Rocdlui Wru 3.3 3.3 3.3 2.8 3.3 4.6 3.3 0 . I  .5  .5 .8 4.1 4.1 6.4 

Recr atlo 
brla.?Sailprln.mYDs I4 16 I5 9 14 21 14 19 10 I 3  13 0 14 I6 23 

Srlprl.. mtor.mYDs I I  6 9 16 11  1 11  0 I1 I 1  l l  20 I 1  6 0  

Tllber 
lultabl. w r n  2.2 2.2 2.2 3.6 2.2 1.8 2.2 0 5.6 5.6 5.6 5.6 2.3 2.3 0 
Volun .  (-1 I .2 .2 .2 0 .2 0 .2 0 0 .2 .2 0 .2 .2 0 

3 0 0  0 21.2 0 0 0  0 21.2 0 0 21.0 0 0 0 
5 0 0 0 3.5 0 0 0  0 3.5 .02 .02 0 0 0 0 

Harvest krer  - YAVu 1 .2 .2 .2 0 .2 0 .2 0 0 .2 .2 0 .I .2 0 
0 0 0  3 0 0 0 . 9  0 0 0 0 . 9  0 0 1 . 1  

5 0 0 0 .2 0 0 0 0 3.5 .02 1.9 0 0 0 0 

Wl 
RDDdi Conitroctad 
flrit D u d .  - 1 1 1 1 ~  2 2 2 0 2 0 2 0 0 2 2 I2 2 2 0 

Total b d  M I I u  
N n d d  by Flfm 
Duodo - 11II.S 5 5  5 17 5 3 5 0 3 2 n n 2 6 5 5 0  

Grllzly bar 
W11411f. - T6E 

Mob ltat W r e s  
Id0 osti"l*) 3.3 3.3 3.3 2.8 3.3 4.6 3.3 5.0 . I  .5 .5 .8 4.1 4.1 5.0 

WIldllfa - 810 Q m O  
lumr Range h e a  1.9 1.0 1.4 1.0 1.9 .9 1.9 0 0 0 0 3.4 1.9 1.0 0 
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Marston Face 01.172 S ta t e :  Montana 

Gross Acres: 6.000 Wet kres: 6.000 

I. Descr ip t ion  

The area is located i n  t h e  no r theas t e rn  corner  of t he  Fores t .  extending 
along P a t r i c k  Ridge nor thwes ter ly  from t h e  S t i l l v a t e r  S t a t e  Fores t  on 
the  east. The a r e a  i s  a c c e s s i b l e  from Highvay 93 and t b e  Deep Creek 
Road. T r a i l s  r a d i a t e  from l b u a t  Marston ( j u s t  o u t s i d e  t h e  a r e a  
boundary) along P a t r i c k  Ridge and along Laughing Water Creek. 

The a r e a  i s  p r imar i ly  a long r idge  v i t h  a s t e e p  v e s t e r l y  s lope  of 
l imi ted  product iv i ty .  The rest of t h e  a r e a  c o n t a i n s  fo re s t ed  lands. 
Sink Creek, Laughing Water Creek. s e v e r a l  small ,  unnamed t r i b u t a r i e s .  
and the  main t r i b u t a r y  t o  Martin Lake e l l  o r i g i n a t e  v i t h i n  t h i s  area. 
Mount Maraton ( e l e v a t i o n  7300 f e e t )  dominates the  a r e a  al though it l ies  
ou t s ide  t h e  a rea  boundary. 

Marston Face roadlesa  a r e a  is surrounded on three s i d e s  by roads end 
c l ea rcu t s .  

The represented ecosystems are Douglas-fir Fo res t  and Western Spruce 
F i r  Forest .  

Wildl i fe .  including g r i z z l y  beer .  and v i e v s  of t h e  Tobacco Valley and 
Glac ier  Park are among t h e  area's primary a t t r a c t i o n s .  

Exis t ing  use  is l i g h t  (500 RVD's per  year )  and c o n s i s t s  p r imar i ly  of 
hunting i n  t h e  f a l l .  

11. 

A. 

8. 

C. 

Capab i 1 i t y  

Natura l  I n t e g r i t y  and Appearance 

The n a t u r a l  i n t e g r i t y  i s  h igh  a s  i s  t h e  o v e r a l l  na tu ra l  
appearance. There a r e  s e v e r a l  milea of h ik ing  t r a i l s .  

Oppor tuni t ies  f o r  S o l i t u d e  

Oppor tuni t ies  f o r  s o l i t u d e  are gene ra l ly  high. e s p e c i a l l y  i n  t h e  
Laughing Water Creek dra inage  and less so along Pa t r i ck  Ridge 
vhich  looks i n t o  t h e  Tobacco Valley.  

P r i m i t i v e  Recreat ion Oppor tuni t ies  

P r i m i t i v e  r e c r e a t i o n  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  include h ik ing ,  hunting. and 
v i l d l i f e  observat ion.  inc luding  g r i z z l y  bear.  Crosscountry t r a v e l  
i s  t h e  b igges t  cha l l enge  o f fe red  and t h e  panoramic vievs of 
Glacier Park and t h e  Canadian Rockies a r e  among t h e  a r e a ' s  s p e c i a l  
f ea tu re s .  The l b u n t  Marston Road. j u s t  o u t s i d e  the area boundary. 
i s  t h e  h ighes t  road i n  t h e  northwest;  st 7.300 f e e t ,  i t  is 600 
f e e t  h igher  than  Logan Pass  on t h e  Going-To-The-Sun Highway i n  
Clac ier Park. 
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The Marston Face road le s s  a r e a  vas inventor ied  dur ing  RARE 1. The 
recommendation made was f o r  n o n r i l d e r n e s s  and t h e  a r e a  vas  a l l o c a t e d  
p r imar i ly  t o  roadleas  forms of management. A s  such, most of t h e  a rea  
remained e l i g i l b l e  for inc lus ion  i n  t h e  1983 r o a d l e s s  inventory.  

Gross N e t  
brrrn AczM 

6400 6400 RARE I inventory 

- 400 - 400 Area a f f e c t e d  by t imber sales 

6000 6000 1983 road leas  inventory 

The nonconforming uses  t h a t  would c o n f l i c t  v i t h  a v i l d e r n e a s  
c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  i n  t h e  a r e a  are the  o i l  6 gas  leases. 

Overall. t h e  manageabi l i ty  of t he  boundary would prove d i f f i c u l t .  
Although t h e  vest boundary i s  located a t  t h e  base  of a s lope ,  (a  
wel l -def ined  topographic f e a t u r e ) ,  t h e  remaining boundary is more 
a r b i t r a r y .  The nor th  boundary i s  determined by p a s t  developments such 
a s  roads  and t imber harvest ing.  The east boundary i s  t h e  S t i l l v a t e r  
S t a t e  Fores t .  

1 I I .Ava i l ab i l i t y  

A. S i g n i f i c a n t  Resource P o t e n t i a l s  

1. Recreation 

It is est imated t h a t  approximately 1,000 RVD'a of v i l d e r n e s s  
r e c r e a t i o n  could be  provided by t h e  s r e a .  Current  use is 
es t imated  t o  be 500 RVD's per  year.  

2. Wild l i f e  

The area c o n t a i n s  mule d e e r  and e l k  v in te r  range and e x c e l l e n t  
g r i z z l y  h a b i t a t .  
burning e x i s t  on t h e  lower south-facing s lopes .  

3. Uinerals 

Mineral  p o t e n t i a l  is low b u t  t h e  oil and g a s  p o t e n t i a l  i s  
moderate. 

B. Other  Resources 

Some v i l d l i f e  management o p p o r t u n i t i e s  through 

1. F i s h e r i e s  

There are no s i g n i f i c a n t  f i s h e r i e s  i n  t h e  area. 

2. Range 

There are no l i ves tock  graz ing  allotments i n  t h e  area and t h e  
graz ing  p o t e n t i a l  is a l l  t r a n s i t o r y .  

_ -  

- _  
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3. Timber 

The road le s s  a r e s  c o n t a i n s  900 acres of s u i t a b l e  t imberland 
capable  of producing a t  l e a s t  20 cub ic  f e e t  pe r  a c r e  per  year  of 
timber growth. Over 90% of  t h i s  t imberland i s  located on s lopes  
i n  excess of 55%. b a d  c o n s t r u c t i o n  w i l l  be  d i f f i c u l t  and c o s t l y  
and logging w i l l  r e q u i r e  t h e  use  of c a b l e  end h e l i c o p t e r  methods. 

4. Water 

Uean annual p r e c i p i t a t i o n  f o r  t h e  a r e a  is about 35 inches,  
varying from 27 to 50 inches  depending on e leva t ion .  Aside from 
occas iona l  high sediment levels dur ing  seasons1 peak flows, 
g e n e r a l  water q u a l i t y  is exce l l en t .  

0 

5. C u l t u r a l  Resources 

There a r e  no knmn h i s t o r i c  or p r e h i a t o r i c  c u l t u r a l  s i tes  
i d e n t i f i e d  i n  the  area.  Based on surveys i n  s i m i l a r  areas, the  
p r o b a b i l i t y  of p r e h i s t o r i c  s i tes  occurr ing  is considered l o w .  

C. Uesource S i t u s t i o n  Marston Face 01x172 

Table  1 

Gross Acres 
Net Acres 

Acres 6000 
Acres 6000 

Recreat ion 
Semiprim. Nonmotor. 8vDs 500 

Rang e 
S u i t a b l e  Acres Acres 0 
AUUs AUHs 0 

Timber 
Ten ta t ive  S u i t a b l e  Acres 900 
Standing Volume MUBF 11 

Exis t ing  6 P o t e n t i a l  No. 0 
Cor r ido r s  

Wi ld l i f e  - T6E 
Grizz l y  Bear Habi ta t  

1 S i t u a t i o n  1 Acres 1900 
S i t u a t i o n  2 Acree 100 
S i t u a t i o n  3 Acres - 

Wild l i f e  - Big Game (Elk,  Deer) 

Summer Range T o t a l  Acres 2300 
Winter Range T o t a l  Acres 1400 

Spec ia l  Uses Exis t ing  No. 0 

Exis t ing  F a c i l i t i e s  No. 0 

0 

S i g n i f i c a n t  F i s h e r i e s  
Stream Ui l e s  U i l e s  
Stream Habi ta t  Acres 
Lakes No. 
Lake Habi ta t  Acres 

Water Developments 
Ex i s t ing  No. 

Uinerals 
Hardrock P o t e n t i a l  

Very High Acres 
High Acres 
Uoderate Acres 
LOU Acres 

Mining Claims No. 
O i l  6 Gas P o t e n t i a l  

Very High Acres 
High Acres 
Uoderste Acres 
Lou Acres 
Unknown Acres 

Leases No. 
Leased Acres Acres 

O i l  6 Gas Leases 

0 

- - - 
6000 

0 

4 
6000 
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1. Land U s e  h t h o r i r a t i o n s  

There are no s p e c i a l  uses. There are o i l  6 g a s  leases. 

2. I n s e c t  and Disease 

The i n s e c t  and d i s e a s e  s i t u a t i o n  is r e l a t i v e l y  s t a b l e  with no large 
s t ands  of mature lodgepole p ine  o r  rpruce  s u s c e p t i b l e  t o  i n s e c t  and 
d i s e a s e  a t t a c k .  

3. F i r e  

The a r e a  has  had a low amount of f i r e s  ( 2  f i r e s  i n  t h e  last 20 
years ) .  
s tands  v i t h  heavy accumulations of woody ground f u e l s .  

4. Non-Federal Lands 

There are no p r i v a t e  lands  i n  t h e  area. 

The f u e l s  s i t u a t i o n  c o n s i s t s  p r imar i ly  of dense coni fax  

IV. Need 

A. Proximity t o  Other Wilderness and to  Popula t ion  Centers 

The a r e a  is about  25 a i r  milea from Glacier Nat ional  Park,  50 air m i l e s  
from t h e  e x i s t i n g  Cabinet Mounaina Wilderness. and 4 miles from t h e  Ten 
Lakes Montana Wilderness Study Area. 
Flathead Valley area ( 6 0  m i l e s )  are t h e  c l o s e s t  l a r g e  popula t ion  cen te r s .  

B. Contr ibut ion  t o  Nat ional  Wildernera P rese rva t ion  System 

This  a r e a  i s  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  of t h e  Northern Con t inen ta l  Divide Gr izz ly  Bear 
Ecosystem which is represented i n  t h e  e x i s t i n g  wi lderness  system. 

C. Publ ic  I n t e r e s t  

The a r e a  was evaluated i n  BARE I and recolllmended f o r  non-vi lderness .  
Responses t o  t h e  Unit P lan  f o r  t h e  area (Dickey-Sunday Unit  Plan. 1976) d i d  
n o t  r evea l  s t rong  support  f o r  a wi lderness  des igna t ion  in t h e  area- 
Concern waa expressed,  however. t h a t  t h e  a r e a  should remain i n  a p r i m i t i v e  

been made. 

0 Wissoula, Montana (180 mi le s )  and t h e  

state. No recen t  express ions  of suppor t  f o r  a wi lderness  i n  t h e  area have _. 

._ V. dlterlutivcs and Xnviroluraotal Consequencer 

A. 

Mult ip le  use  management p r e s c r i p t i o n s  were grouped i n t o  c a t e g o r i e s  
(management emphases) which have similar impacts on t h e  wi lderness  and 
r o s d l e s s  resources .  The fol lowing t a b l e  d i s p l a y s  how t h e  road leas  area 
acreage  was des igna ted  i n  each a l t e r n a t i v e .  
management emphasis f u r t h e r  d e f i n e s  t h e  rate of development t h a t  is 
expected t o  occur  i n  some a l t e r n a t i v e s  as w e l l  as t h e  f u t u r e  d i s p o s i t i o n  of 
t h e  inventor ied  road le s s  area.  

Ilmagement P r e s c r i p t i o n  As r igaun t  by A l t e r n a t i v e  . 

I n  add i t ion ,  t h e  summary of 

0 



Table 2. Manapenut E s p h a l r  by A l h c n a t l v e  f o r  Roadless Area. 

MTEr(NLITIVEZ (YACresl  

A B C O E F G H I J K  L Y N O  
v 
h l l d m n w r  (Roadlaa)  

RImltlve/S.llprlmltl*.  
Rrreatlon, V l n l n g ,  
Y l n l n r m  Use Area 5.1 5.1 5.1 5.1 S.1 S.7 S.1 0 S.6 3.8 3.8 S.1 S.1 5.1 6.0 

" I t  arms. ( * O W . )  

Mm.tldmnwa (0avelOp.d) 
Tlaber bamrt Wlth 

Wl ld l l fe  and/or 
V l r t n g  MaMgl .n t .  
Mlnlwm U n  M e a  due to 
zh.p Slwr oc 
Rqenratlon 
Robla .9 .9 .9 .9 .9 .3 .9 0 0 .I .I .9 .9 .9 0 

-"dad Wllderrmsr 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 6 . 0  0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

YIP L Wlntar Range 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 . 1 2 . 1 2 . 1  0 0 0 0 

Wlld.mar 

.......................................................................................................................... 
S- of  Yanqswnt E q b l s r  

Wonrl I d e m s  
0aelOp.d - Decade I t  0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0  

orad. s, 0 0 0 . 9 0 0 0 0 0 . 1 . ! 0 0 0 0  

Roadless - orad. I r  6.0 6.0 6.0 6.0 6.0 6.0 6.0 0 6.0 6.0 6.0 6.0 6.0 6.0 6.0 
Decade s: 6.0 6.0 6.0 S.1 6.0 6.0 6.0 0 6.0 S.9 5.9 6.0 6.0 6.0 6.0 

W n d d  Wltd.ma. 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 6 . 0  0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Total Aero%- Marston Fac. 6.0 6.0 6.0 6.0 6.0 6.0 6.0 6.0 6.0 6.0 6.0 6.0 6.0 6.0 6.0 
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Designation: Wilderness 
hnagement  Emphasir: Wilderness 

The Harston Face road le s s  a rea  i s  reconmended f o r  wi lderness  i n  
i t s  e n t i r e t y  i n  Al t e rna t ive  H. No o t h e r  a l t e r n a t i v e  recommends 
wi lderness  f o r  the  area.  There are no s p e c i f i c  g r o u n d d i s t u r b i n g  
management a c t i v i t i e o  a s soc i s t ed  with wi lderness  a r e a s  a l though 
t h e  es tab l i shment  of t hese  a r e a s  may. i n  i t s e l f .  have e f f e c t s  on 
o t h e r  resources  and uses.  

A wi lderness  des igna t ion  w i l l  p reserve  t h e  p r i m i t i v e  c h a r a c t e r  of 
t h e  a rea .  s p e c i f i c a l l y  the  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  s o l i t u d e  t o  be found 
i n  the  Laughing Water Creek dra inage  end t h e  h ik ing  and road le s s  
hunt ing exper iences  a f forded  i n  t h e  a rea .  

B. 

1. 

requirements ,  and more money being spent. 

There a r e  about 900 a c r e s  of s u i t a b l e  t imberland i n  t h e  area t h a t  
would be  unavai lab le  f o r  management i n  Alternat ive 8. I n  most 
a l t e r n a t i v e s .  however. t h i s  t imberland i s  n o t  scheduled f o r  
ha rves t  because of t h e  s t e e p  s lopes  involved. (See Table  3 8t  
t h e  end of t h i s  sect ion.)  Thus, t h e  e f f e c t  on t h e  timber 
resource  i s  not  considered s i g n i f i c a n t .  

Gr izz ly  bea r  h s b i t s t  ( S i t u a t i o n s  1 and 2 - see g l o s s a r y )  cove r s  
t h e  e n t i r e  road le s s  a rea .  Wilderness management would provide 
s e c u r i t y  f o r  t h e  bea r  by p roh ib i t i ng  roading. thereby reducing 
i n c r e a s e s  i n  human a c t i v i t y .  However. o p p o r t u n i t i e s  t o  increase 
forage  through burning and advantageous t imber  h a r v e s t  would no t  
occur.  

Oppor tun i t i e s  t o  manage b i g  game win te r  and summer ranges by 
burning and t imber ha rves t  would also be  foregone i n  wilderness .  
Th i s  would e f f e c t  about 2,300 acres of summer range and 1.400 
a c r e s  of w in te r  range. But. a s  wi th  g r i z z l y  bea r s ,  t h i s  
i n a b i l i t y  t o  d e l i b e r a t e l y  inc rease  forage  through management 
a c t i v i t i e s  would be o f f s e t  by the  b e n e f i t s  of t h e  s e c u r i t y  
provided by wilderness .  

Wilderness w i l l  restrict  t h e  exp lo ra t ion  f o r .  and removal of .  
minera l  resources .  Under t h e  Wilderness Aft .  t h e  land would b e  
withdrawn from minera l  e n t r y  since no v a l i d  mining c l a ims  e x i s t .  
The e x i s t i n g  o i l  and gas leases would be  honored, however. Th i s  
r e s t r i c t i o n  i s  no t  considered s i g n i f i c a n t  i n  t h a t  t h e  minera l  
p o t e n t i a l  i s  low and t h e  o i l  and gaa p o t e n t i a l  i s  moderate. I f  
t h e r e  is no discovery when s lease exp i r e s ,  t hen  t h e  land w i l l  be  
withdrawn from minera l  leasing.  

A c t i v i t i e s  permissable  i n  wi lderness ,  when au tho r i zed  by t h e  1964 
Wilderness Act or wilderness  management p l ans ,  can  c o s t  more than 
a c t i v i t i e s  i n  a r e a s  without  t h e  r e s t r i c t i o n s .  Restrictions apply 
p r imar i ly  t o  mode of t r a n s p o r t a t i o n ,  u se  of chainsaws i n  t h e  
wi lderness .  and removing s i g n s  of t h e  i n t r u s i o n  a f t e r  p r o j e c t  
completion. 
exp lo ra t ion ,  d i s e a s e  and p e s t  c o n t r o l .  and f i r e  suppression.  
would be conducted while  p ro tec t ing  t h e  wi lderness  va lues  which. 
i n  t u r n ,  requires more t i m e ,  adherence t o  more s t r i n g e n t  

When permi t ted ,  a c t i v i t i e s  such as minera l  

0 

0 

_. 

._ 

. 

0 
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S o c i a l  and economic e f f e c t s  would c e n t e r  around the  resource  
va lues  of r ec rea t ion .  w i l d l i f e .  wi lderness ,  and timber. 
Semiprimitive r e c r e a t i o n  a c t i v i t i e s  such a6 hunting i n  a road le s s  
s e t t i n g ,  would continue. Timberland would no t  be a v a i l a b l e  i n  
Al t e rna t ive  H. thus  no t  support ing the wood products  industry.  
Those pub l i c s  va lu ing  wi lderness  would b e  supported by t h i s  
management emphasis. 

2. Designation: Wonwilderness (Road less) 
khugeaent 8mphasea: P r i m i t i v e  &crea t ion ,  Semipr in i t i ve  

Nostmotorired Recreat ion,  V i e w i n g .  a d  
Limited Use Areas 

Every a l t e r n a t i v e  except  H d e s i g n a t e s  a po r t ion  of t he  area t o  
these  management emphases. The fol lowing c h a r t  d i s p l a y s  the  
percent  o f  t h e  a rea  des igna ted  t o  r o a d l e s s  management. by 
a l t e r n a t i v e .  

Percent  of t h e  Area Designated to  b a d l e s s  Management 
By A l t e r n a t i v e  

A B C D E F C II I J K L w N 0 

85 85 85 85 85 95 85 0 93 63 63 85 85 85 100 

There a r e  few. if any, g r o u n d d i s t u r b i n g  management a c t i v i t i e s  
spec i f  i c a l l y  a s soc ia t ed  with road l e s sness .  A c t i v i t i e s  a r e  
a s soc ia t ed  p r imar i ly  wi th  d ispersed  r e c r e a t i o n  including hunting 
and f i sh ing .  

The roadleas  c h a r a c t e r  of t h e  area w i l l  be maintained i n  these  
emphases. So l i tude  and p r i m i t i v e  r e c r e a t i o n  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  w i l l  
b e  maintained and maximized. Old growth timber h a b i t a t  w i l l  be  
provided and g r i z z l y  h a b i t a t  w i l l  b e  pro tec ted .  
game w i l l  b e  maintained. 

0 

Secur i ty  f o r  b i g  

. 

L i k e  wilderness .  road le s s  des igna t ions  r e q u i r e  s t i f f e r  
requirements for conducting a c t i v i t i e s ,  requirements t h a t  a r e  
designed t o  p r o t e c t  t h e  q u a l i t i e s  i nhe ren t  i n  a road le s s  
a l l o c a t i o n .  R e s t r i c t i o n s  on access  and mode of t r a v e l  a r e  mjor 
l i m i t a t i o n s  f o r  conduct ing a c t i v i t i e s .  o f t e n  making the  a c t i v i t y  
more expensive t o  accomplish. Such a c t i v i t i e s  can include 
w i l d l i f e  and f i s h  h a b i t a t  improvements, mineral .  o i l  and gas  
exploration/development, i n s e c t  and d i s e a s e  con t ro l .  and w i l d f i r e  
suppress  ion. 

The s o c i a l  and economic a f f e c t s  are p r imar i ly  the  b e n e f i t s  of 
semiprimit ive r e c r e a t i o n  oppor tun i t i e s .  Timber would no t  b e  
a v a i l a b l e  f o r  ha rves t  i n  these  emphases. 
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3. Designstion: Wonwilderness (Some Development) 
Msnagement Eaphasia: 

A l t e r n a t i v e s  I. J ,  and K d e s i g n a t e  7%. 35%. and 35% of t h e  a r e a ,  
r e s p e c t i v e l y ,  t o  t h i s  emphasis. The i n t e n t  i s  t o  manage win te r  
range h a b i t a t  f o r  t h e  b e n e f i t  of e l k  and deer .  Prescr ibed  
burning is t h e  primary management s c t i v i t y .  

The impact on t h e  wi lderness  and r o a d l e s s  c h a r a c t e r  caused by 
t h i s  emphasis i s  short-term i n  na tu re .  The na tu ra lness  of t h e  
a r e a  would be  a l t e r e d  s h o r t l y  n f t e r  burning bu t  v e g e t a t i v e  
recovery would make t h i s  a c t i v i t y  less apparent  l a t e r  on. 

Impacts on the  timber and mineral  resources  would be 
i n s i g n i f i c a n t  i n  t h i s  emphasis. 

Big Cams Winter Xange 

S o c i a l  and economic e f f e c t s  would be  p r imar i ly  one of support  of 
those pub l i c s  va lu ing  w i l d l i f e  i n  the area .  

4. Designstion: Nonri lderness  (Developed) 
Management Eapbasis: Big Cepe Winter b n g e  Timber,  B i g  Csme 

Summer bnge Timber. Wi ld l i f e  Timber. 
C r i r s l y  TiPber. Timber O p t h i r a t i o n .  
T h b c r  Viewing. Viewing Timber. Minimum 
Uae due t o  Steep  Slopes  or Regeneration 
Prob las. 

Timber harves t  and a s soc ia t ed  a c t i v i t i e s .  such as road bui ld ing .  
have more a f f e c t  on t h e  phys ica l  and b i o l o g i c s 1  environment than 
any of t h e  o t h e r  f o r e s t  management a c t i v i t i e s .  The e x t e n t  of t h e  
e f f e c t s  a r e  dependent on management regimes se l ec t ed .  Each 
a l t e r n a t i v e .  except  A l t e r n a t i v e s  H. I. and 0. d e s i g n a t e s  a 
p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  a r e a  to one of t h e s e  emphases. 
chart d i s p l a y s  t h e  pe rcen t  of t h e  area des igna ted  t o  
developmental a c t i v i t i e s .  

The fol lowing 

Percent  of t h e  Area Designated to  Developmentnl k t i v i t i e s  
By Alternative 

A B C D B P c E I J K L II N 0 _. 
15 15  15 15 15 5 IS 0 0 1 1 IS 15 15 0 

._ 
I n  no a l t e r n a t i v e  are a c t i v i t i e s  scheduled t o  occur  i n  t h e  f i r s t  
decade (see Table 3 ) .  I n  f a c t .  on ly  i n  A l t e r n s t i v e s  D, J. and K 
a r e  a c t i v i t i e s  scheduled to t a k e  p l a c e  a t  a l l .  Although t h e  
des igna t ions  a r e  made f o r  developmental  a c t i v i t i e s .  s p e c i f i c a l l y  
t imber management f o r  b i g  game and g r i z z l y  h a b i t a t ,  t h e r e  a r e  no 
p l ans  to ha rves t  timber i n  t h e  next  f i f t y  years .  This  i s  because 
of t h e  s t e e p  t e r r a i n  involved, malting t h e  timber less d e s i r e a b l e  
f o r  harves t .  
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In those A l t e r n a t i v e s  (D. J. and K) where a c t i v i t i e s  w i l l  occur ,  
t he  na tu ra lness  of t h e  a r e a  w i l l  be impacted by timber c u t t i n g  
u n i t s  and roads,  sometime i n  t h e  t h i r d  decade. Roading w i l l  
remove t h e  oppor tuni ty  t o  c o n s i d e r  t h e  a r e a  f o r  wilderness  i n  t h e  
long-term and reduce t h e  oppor tuni ty  f o r  p r i m i t i v e  r e c r e a t i o n  and 
experiences of s o l i t u d e .  Expected miles of road range from 6 
miles i n  A l t e r n a t i v e  D. t o  1 m i l e  i n  A l t e r n a t i v e s  J and K. 

Timber ha rves t  and roads could r e s u l t  i n  a short-term reduct ion  
i n  b ig  game cover  and s e c u r i t y .  
h a b i t a t  are coordinated w i t h  w i l d l i f e  needs and include the  
c l o s u r e  of roads upon completion of t h e  a c t i v i t y  and insur ing  
t h a t  adequate  cover  is l e f t .  Long-term b e n e f i t s  t o  w i l d l i f e  
include maintaining and improving w i l d l i f e  forage.  

Timber management a c t i v i t i e s  can d i r e c t l y  a f f e c t  t he  g r i z z l y  
populat ion i n  t h e  short-term by logging a c t i v i t i e s  and the  long 
term by road acceaa i n t o  a road leas  area.  Access i n t o  the  a r e a  
could d i s p l a c e  t h e  b e a r  and inc rease  t h e  oppor tuni ty  for 
humadbear encounters.  Timber management a c t i v i t i e s .  i f  w e l l  
coordinated.  can produce b e n e f i t s  by producing more d e s i r a b l e  
forage f o r  g r i z z l i e s  through ce r t a in  timber harves t  and s i t e  
p repa ra t ion  p r a c t i c e s  such a s  s m a l l  c l e a r c u t s  and broadcast  
burning in s t ead  of t r a c t o r  p i l i n g .  Roads would be closed i n  a 
t imely manner t o  minimize humadbear  encounters  and displacement.  

S o c i a l  and economic e f f e c t s  are r e l a t e d  p r imar i ly  t o  t h e  resource  
va lues  of t imber.  w i l d l i f e .  wi lderness .  and r ec rea t ion .  The 
ha rves t  of timber is important  t o  t h e  economic base of 
communities i n  t h e  Fores t .  Timber from t h e  Marston Face road le s s  
area would c o n t r i b u t e  t o  t h e  economic base. 
could be  a l t e r e d  because of t h e  change i n  t h e  road le s s  s e t t i n g  t o  
a roaded n a t u r a l  s e t t i n g .  Road c l o s u r e s  would re ta in  t h e  a r e a  
c l o s e r  t o  i t s  e x i s t i n g  cha rac t e r .  Those publ ica  d e s i r i n g  
wi lderness  or r o a d l e s s  mangemeat f o r  t h e  a r e a  would no t  be 
supported by these  emphases. Concerns about  impacts on g r i z z l y  
bear.  b i g  game, and o t h e r  s p e c i e s  could be  r a i sed  by t h e  
a c t i v i t i e s  scheduled i n  t h e s e  emphases. b u t  would b e  addressed by 
effor ts  to  m i t i g a t e  t h e  impacts. 

A c t i v i t i e s  conducted i n  b i g  game 

Hunting experiences 

. .  . .  



1-1. 3. Dkldal outputs by A l h m n t l n  for Roadless kea. 
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w1. WILLARD-LAKE ESTELLE (01x173) 

I. DESCRIPTION 

she -- 
Kootenai NF 18,400 18,400 
Idaho Panhandle NF r&bL6 ubizs 

T o t a l  57,046 53.675 

." 

' This  a rea '  is: loca ted  13. m i l e s  no r theas t  of Sandpoint. Idaho, and 9 
': m i l e s -  sou theas t  of Bonners .Ferry.  Idaho. The a r e a  i s  along the .  d i v i d e .  

t ha t . . s epa ra t e s  the Kootenai and Idaho Panhandle Nat iona l  Fores t s .  The 
majori ty .  of t h i s . r o a d l e s s . a r e a  lies. i n  the.  Bonners Fer ry  and Sandpoint 
Ranger .D'istricts of the Idaho Panhandle. Nat ional  Forests . .  The area' 
runs north-south extending. from North Creek i n  Boundary County t o  
Benning Mountain i n  Bonner County. Only 300 acres, i n  the Survey 
Mountain:ares.. a r e .  i n  Lincoln.  County, Uontana.. Access i s - p r o v i d e d  by 
g r a v e l  . ,roads< in :  severa.1 dra inages ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y .  Repond Creek, North 
Cal lahan.  Creek, Keeler Creek, Grouse. Creek, and Boulder Creek, and 
h igh"e1evat ion  access  .near  Lunch Peak. 

l'he:road.less. a r ea -  i s  long and narrow. 
watershed d i v i d e  between t h e  Pend Oreil le.  and Kootenai  River 
watersheds.  
m i l e s .  
6,755 f e e t .  The lowest e l e v a t i o n  wi th in  t h i s  r o a d l e s s  area i a  
approximately 3.500 f e e t .  The landtype was shaped by .bo th  c o n t i n e n t a l  
and. a lp ine .  g l a c i a t i o n .  S ix  mountain lakes  are included w i t h i o . t h i s ,  
area.  The d i s i n t e g r a t i n g  g r a n i t i c  rock and s o i l  t ypes  found. i n  t h i s .  
a r e a  m a k e  t h i s .  a r e a  p a r t i c u l a r l y  prone t o  e r o s i o n  and- s t r eam channel  
damage.. Development along t h e  boundaries  has  c r e a t e d  i r r e g u l a r  
boundaries  . 
Most o f '  t h i s  . a rea  i s  high a l p i n e  f o r e s t  type with i n t e r s p e r s e d  rocky; 
and g r a s s y  0pening.s. near  t h e  r idge tops .  
i s c m o s t .  pronounced nea r '  t h e  high'  e l e v a t i o n  r idgetops.  Fo res t  types  
include: mixed c o n i f e r  s t ands  cornon t o  no r the rn  Idaho i n  the .  lower 
e l eva t ions .  and a l p i n e  f i r .  lodgepole  pine.  and an  occas iona l  whitebark 
p ine  i n  t h e . h i g h e s t  e leva t ions .  

T r a i l  67. a popular  hiking, t r a i l , . f o l l o w s  s long .much-of  t h e  main 
r idgecop wi th in  t h i s  road le s s .~a rea .  
Lake Pend Oreil le+ t h e  Cabinet Mountains. t h e  S e l k i r k  Mountains. and. 
t he .  P u r c e l l  Trench. Numerous. t ra i l s  also allow; easy aacess i n t o . t h e . .  
mountain. lakes.  
B l a c k t a i l  Lake, provide.. r e c r e a t i o n a l .  oppor tun i t i e s :  for camping, 
f i s h i n g ,  and'hik.ing. The headwaters of .  numerous' s m a l l  c r e e k s  suppor t  
ca t chab le - . s i ze  trout ' .  . Current  use  is. l i g h t  t o  moderate and c o n s i s t s  
of- hunt ing ,  hiking.  and snovmobiling. nea r  Benning Mountain. 

U i l d . l i f e  spec.ies: of most. i n t e r e s t .  t o  v i s i t o r s :  i nc lude .  e l k ,  m o o s e , ;  
b l ack -bea r ;  w h i t e t a i l  deer , .mule .deer .  and grouse. 
has  .. s- s i g n i f i c a n t . .  amount: o f ,  h a b i t a t .  f o r  the: t h rea t ened . -g r i zz ly  bear... 
As : ra re ;  remnant: populat ion:  o f .  p u r e  s t r a i n :  aa t ive , .  rainbow t r o u t .  exists.  
i n . t h e  upper dra inages .  of: the-Ko0tena.i Nat ional  Fo res t . po r t ion .  

It  fol lows a r i d g e  which is a 

Average w i d t h  i s  4 miles and length  is approximately 14.. 
The h ighes t  peak is H t .  Pend Oreille. wi th  a n . e l e v a t i o n  of 

D i v e r s i t y  of v e g e t s t i v e  types .  

V i e w s  a long t h e :  t ra i l  ioc. ludei  

Lake Darling. b . . L a k e .  Moose Lake. Lake. Estelle., and 

This r o a d l e s s  areas; 
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0 A. 

1. -. Impacts from human a c t i v i t y  in  t h i s  a r e a  
have been r e l a t i v e l y  minor. In t h e  pas t .  some hardrock mining exp lo ra t ion  
occr r red .  b u t  evidence of t h e s e  d iggings  has  been reduced s u b s t a n t i a l l y  by 
weathering processes .  The Dougherty Mine i s  a w e l l  known mine located east 
of tft. Pend Oreille and a o r t b  o f  Lake Darling. 
about  road access. Tra i l s  t h a t  a r e  not  maintained quick ly  become overgmon 
with trees and shrubs. The trails t o  e x i s t i n g  lakes  are maintained and 
r e c e i v e  heavy use  by backpackers and fishermen. 
some v e g e t a t i v e  resource  damage around t h e  mountain lakes .  

The owner has  inquired 

This  heavy uae has  caused 

2. BptUr.l. Since the  a r e a  i s  narrow and 
encompasses a high r idge ,  people  v i s i t i n g  can f r equen t ly  view human 
a c t i v i t i e s  and development near t h e  per iphery of t h i s  r o a d l e s s  area.  
Roads. t imber ha rves t  areas. and a c t i v i t i e s  a long Lake Pend Orei l le  a r e  
some of t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  viewed from t h i s  a res .  

3. m. This  roadlesn a r e a  possesses  high oppor tuni ty  f o r  
s o l i t u d e  because of i t s  l a r g e  s i z e  and d i v e r s i t y  o f  topography. Some 
a r e a s ,  such as t h e  r idge top  t r a i l ,  do o f f e r  views of man's a c t i v i t i e s .  It  
possesses  d i v e r s i t y  i n  vege ta t ion  because of s u b s t a n t i a l  d i f f e r e n c e s  i n  
e l eva t ions .  Wi th  t h e  d i v e r s i t y  i n  e l eva t ions ,  people are no t  normally 
concent ra ted  i n  one area.  The d i v i d e  which is near  t h e  Montana-Idaho 
border  a t t r a c t s  people because of i t s  r e l a t i v e l y  high mountain peaks and 
v i s t a s .  The mountain lakes  concen t r a t e  people  because of t h e  water 
e t t r a c t i o n  and f i s h e r y  values .  The per iphery of t h i s  a r e a  can be  accessed 
by numerous roads. The sounds from logging a c t i v i t y  and roads near  t h e  
per iphery  o f  t h e  a r e a  have the  p o t e n t i a l  of pene t r a t ing  upwards t o  one mile 
i n s i d e  the  road le s s  area.  

0 
. . .  . .  4. p. T h i s  a r e a  o f f e r s  an 

oppor tuni ty  f o r  r e c r e a t i o n a l  a c t i v i t i e s  around high mountain lakes.  
Topography w i t h i n  t h i s  road le s s  a r e a  is no t  unique t o  no r the rn  Idaho. 
Since t h i s  a r e a  is q u i t e  nar rov  it  o f f e r s  only l imi t ed  cha l lenges  t o  the  
more experienced backpacker. Much of t h e  t e r r a i n  below t h e  main d i v i d e  has  
poor t r a i l  access .  Hunting, f i s h i n g ,  camping, scenic  viewing, h ik ing ,  and 
horseback r i d i n g  a r e  some of t h e  r e c r e a t i o n a l  a c t i v i t i e s  occur r ing  wi th in  
t h i s  road le s s  

5. 
bea r  country.  
of old-growth 
f i r e s .  

The Hunt G i r l  
t h i s  area. 

I 

area.  

-. The l o c a l  popula t ion  cons ide r s  i t  as good 
The area c o n t a i n s  g r i z z l y  bea r  hab i t a t .  There a r e  pa tches  

t imber s t ands  which have escaped t h e  e a r l y  1900 f o r e s t  

Research Natural  Area is loca ted  i n  t h e  northwest q u a r t e r  of 

The Idaho Panhandle Nat ional  F o r e s t s  have not  been surveyed f o r  c u l t u r a l  
reeources  b u t  surveys i n  s i m i l a r  a r e s 8  on t h e  Kootenai Nat ional  Fo res t  
i n d i c a t e  low p r o b a b i l i t i e s  of discovery of c u l t u r a l  sites. 

The h ik ing  exper ience  on a t r a i l  along a long. unbroken a l p i n e  r idge .  wi th  
views of t h e  Pend O r e i l l e  Lake region.  is t h e  a r e a ' s  s p e c i a l  f ea tu re .  

0 
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. .  
0 8. s. This  roadlesa  area i s  a 

long. ns r rov  un i t .  
o the r  recognized f ea tu res .  Boundaries gene ra l ly  contour  a long s t e e p  
h i l l s i d e s  t o  avoid roads and logging a c t i v i t i e s  which a r e  on the  lover 
s lopes.  

This  roadless  a r e a  has  cons ide rab le  v a r i a t i o n  i n  width along i t s  long 
ax is .  
Because most of t hese  d ra inages  have road development or p r i v a t e  lands  up 
c l o s e  t o  the  main d iv ide .  t h e s e  i n t r u s i o n s  vould make it very d i f f i c u l t  t o  
e s t a b l i s h  a l o g i c a l  wi lderness  boundary. P r i v a t e  lands are a l s o  
incorporated wi th in  t h i s  u n i t  boundary. 
purchase or t r a d e  f o r  many of t h e s e  lands because of t h e  number of owners 
involved. Boundary adjustment8 t o  exclude t h e  p r i v a t e  lands would only 
serve  t o  make the  a r e a  narrower than i t  a l r eady  is. 

Boundaries a r e  not v e l 1  def ined  on major t e r r a i n  or 

The a rea  becomes nar rov  a t  t h e  headwaters of major drainages.  

It would be  very d i f f i c u l t  t o  

Recreation and o t h e r  resource  uses  no t  r equ i r ing  s u r f a c e  d i a tu rbance  can be  
managed i n  t h e  M t .  Willard-Lake Estelle area while  p r o t e c t i n g  t h e  
v i l d e r n e s s  cha rac t e r .  
Federa l  regula t ions .  a l though some impacts can be  expected. 

Future  hardrock minera l  development is t h e  main unce r t a in ty  i n  address ing  
manageabili ty because t h e  e x i s i r i n g  L a w s  a l low f o r  t h e  exp lo ra t ion  and 
development of hardrock minerals .  The owner of t h e  Dougherty Mine h a s  
requested road access  t o  h i s  claim. 

Mineral  exp lo ra t ion  can be c o n t r o l l e d  v i t h  p r e s e n t  

_. 

.. 

. 

0 
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0 -- Table 1 

Se lec t ed  Resource Valuea 

Total Combined Idaho Panhandle and Kootenai F o r e s t s  

Gross Acres Acres 
, N e t  Acres Ac res 

Range 
Exis t ing  Obligated 

Su i t ab le  Acres 
Allotments No. 
ALMS No. 

Su i t ab le  Acres 
Allotments No. 

Exis t ing  Vacant 

AIMS NO 
Proposed 

Su i t ab le  Acres 
ALMS No. 

Timber  ~-~ _. 

Tenta t ive  
Su i t ab le  Acres 0 Standinn Volume MMBF - 

Minerals P o t e n t i a l  
Very High Acres 
High Acres 
Mode rat e Acres 
Low Acres 

Mining Claims No. 
O i l  and Gas Po ten t i a l*  

Very High Acres 
High Acres 
Moderate Acres 
Low Acres 

Leases No. 
Leased Area Acres 

O i l  and Gas Leases 

57046 
53675 

27087 
53 7 

0 
5760 

30155 
17768 

13 

0 
0 

53675 

0 
0 

l l n i t  

Corr idors  
Exis t ing  and 

P o t e n t i a l  No. 
Wildlife-Thhreatened 

and Endangered-Habitat 
Grizzly Bear 

S i t u a t i o n  I Acres 
S i t u a t i o n  2 Acres 
S i t u a t i o n  3 Acres 

Bald Eagle Acres 
Mountain Caribou Acres 
Gray Wolf Acres 

Summer Habi ta t  Acres 
Winter Habi ta t  Acres 
Spec i f  i c  -Elk 

Summer Habi ta t  Acres 
Winter Habi ta t  Acres 

Summer Habi ta t  Acres 
Winter Habi ta t  Acres 

Stream Miles Miles 
Stream Habi ta t  Acres 
Lakes  No. 
Lake Habi ta t  Acres 

Exis t ing  No. 

Pcimi t i v e  RVDs 
Semiprimit i v e  

Nomotor i r ed  RVDS 
Motor i r e d  RVDS 

Roaded Natural  RVDS 

W i  Id 1 i f  e-B i g  G a m e  

Specif  ic-Deer 

S i g n i f i c a n t  F i s h e r i e s  

Water Developments 

Recreat ion 

0 

22631 
10437 

0 
0. 
0 
0 

17400 
0 

0 
0 

0 
0 

3 
1 
5 

50 

0 

5500 

4800 
0 
0 

*Rating a l s o  inc ludes  uranium. geothermal. and o t h e r  energy resources .  
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Idaho Panhandla P o r t i o n  

CstaPorv JLpir XQu7-a G4uuKx llpiL XQUzt  

Cross Acres Acres 30646 Corr idors  
Net Acres Acres 35275 Exis t ing  and 

Range Wildlife-Threatened 

S u i t a b l e  Acres 0 Grizz ly  Bear 
Allotments No. 0 S i t u a t i o n  1 Acres 003 1 
AIMS No. 0 S i t u a t i o n  2 Acres 7237 

Exis t ing  Vacant S i t u a t i o n  3 Acres 0 
S u i t a b l e  Acres 0 Bald Eagle Acres 0 
Allotments No. 0 Hountain Caribou Acres 0 
AUHs No. 0 Gray Wolf Acres 0 

S u i t a b l e  Acres 0 Summer Hab i t a t  Acres 0 
AUUS No. 0 Winter Bab i t a t  Acres 0 

Tent a t  i v e  Summer Hab i t a t  Acres 0 
S u i t a b l e  Acres 17707 Winter Hab i t a t  Acres 0 

Standing Volume W F  417 Specific-Deer 
Minerals P o t e n t i a l  Summer Habitat Acres 0 

Very High Acres 0 Winter Hab i t a t  Acres 0 
High Acres 5760 S i g n i f i c a n t  F i s h e r i e s  
Moderate Acres 29515 Stream Hiles H i l e s  1 
L W  Acres 0 Stream Hab i t a t  Acres 1 

Hining C l a i m s  No. 12  Lakes No. 5 
O i l  and Gas Po ten t i a l*  Lake Hab i t a t  Acres 50 

High Acres 0 Exis t ing  No. 0 

P o t e n t i a l  No. 0 

Exis t ing  Ob 1 iga  ted  and Endangered-Hab it  a t  

Proposed Wild 1 i fe-Big Game 

Timber Spec i f  ic  -Elk 

Very High Ac rea 0 Water Developments 

Hod era t e Acres Recreat ion 
Low Acres 35275 P r i m i t i v e  RVDS 0 

Leases No - 0 Nonmotorized RVDs 2800 
Leased Area Acres 0 Hotor ired RVDS 0 

h a d e d  Natura l  RVDs 0 

O i l  and Gas Leases Semiprimit ive 

*Rating a l s o  inc ludes  uranium, geothermal,  and o t h e r  energy resources. 

. 
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Cross Acres Ac res 
Net Acres Acres 

0 
Range 

Exis t ing Obligated 
Sui  tab  le Acres 

AUUs No. 

S u i t a b l e  Acres 
Allotments No. 
AUMS No. 

Su i t ab le  Acres 
AUUS No. 

Allotments NO 

Exis t ing  Vacant 

Proposed 

Timber 
Tenta t ive  

Standing Volume MIBF 

Very High Acres 
High Ac re8 
Hodera t e Acres 
Low Acres 

Su i t ab le  Acres 

Minerals P o t e n t i a l  0 
Xining Claims No. 
O i l  and Gas Po ten t i a l*  

Very High Acres 
High Acres 
Moderate Acres 
Low Acres 

Leases No. 
Leased Area Acres 

O i l  and Gas Leases 
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Kootcnai Por t ion  

XQlAu fwmux lIpir mu22 

18400 
18400 

0 
0 
0 

0 
0 
0 

0 
0 

9300 
120 

0 
0 

640 
17768 

1 

0 
0 
0 

I8400 

0 
0 

Cnrr idors  
Exis t ing  and 

P o t e n t i a l  No 

Wild 1 i fe-Threetened 
and Endang ered-Hab i t a  t 
Grizzly Bear 

S i t u a t i o n  1 Acres 
S i t u a t i o n  2 Acres 
S i t u a t i o n  3 Acres 

Bald Eagle Acres 
Mountain Ceribou Acres 
Gray Wolf Acres 

Summer Habi ta t  Acres 
Winter Habi ta t  Acres 
Spec i f  ic -E l k  

Summer Hab i t a t  Acres 
Winter Habi ta t  Acres 

Summer Habi ta t  Acres 
Winter Habi ta t  Acres 

Stream Miles Miles 
Stream Habi ta t  Acres 
Lakes No. 
Lake Habi ta t  Acres 

Ex i s  t ing No. 

P r imi t ive  R M S  
Semiprimit ive 

Nonmotorized RVDS 
Motorized R M S  

Roaded Natural  RVDS 

Wildlife-Big Game 

Specif  ic-Deer 

S i g n i f i c a n t  F i s h e r i e s  

Water Developments 

Rec rest ion  

13800 
3200 

0 
0 
0 
0 

17 400 
0 

0 
0 

0 
0 

2 
0 
0 
0 

0 

5500 

2000 
0 
0 

*Rating a l s o  inc ludes  uranium. geothermal,  and o t h e r  energy resources .  
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0 1. &crention. Current r e c r e a t i o n  u s e  i n  the  a r e a  inc ludes  
hiking.  f i sh ing .  camping. hunt ing,  and some snowmobiling near  Benning 
Mountain. T r a i l  67 fol lows along much of the main r idge top  wi th in  t h i s  
road le s s  a rea  and i s  a popular hiking t r a i l .  V i e w s  from t h i s  t r a i l  inc lude  
L a k e  Pend O r e i l l e .  t h e  Cabinet Mountains, t h e  Se lk i rk  Mountains. and the  
P u r c e l l  Trench. Numerous h ik ing  t ra i ls  a l s o  provide easy access i n t o  the 
mountain lake  where r e c r e a t i o n i s t s  enjoy f i s h i n g  and camping oppor tun i t i e s .  

2. yildlifa. Wi ld l i f e  i n h a b i t a n t s  inc lude  e l k ,  mooae. b lack  
bear. w h i t e t a i l  deer, mule deer, and grouse.  This  road le s s  a r e a  has  s 
s i g n i f i c a n t  amount of h a b i t a t  f o r  t h e  threatened g r i z z l y  bear. A rare 
remnant populat ion of pure s t r a i n  n a t i v e  rainbow t r o u t  exists i n  t h e  upper 
dra inages  of t h e  Xootenai Nat iona l  Fo res t  por t ion .  
a l s o  good h a b i t a t  f o r  b ig  game animals. 

h c h  of t h i s  a r e a  is 

3. About 27.000 acres of t h i s  area is considered 
s u i t a b l e  f o r  timber production. S u i t a b l e  lands  a r e  along the  lover 
e l e v a t i o n s  and i n  m o s t  c a s e s ,  could be  e f f i c i e n t l y  managed f o r  timber. 
Por t ions  of these  s u i t a b l e  lands support  old-growth. higher  r i s k  timber 
s tands.  Access t o  these  s t ands  can be  gained by t h e  ex tens ion  of e x i s t i n g  
t imber harves t  roads i n  t h e  immediate lower e l eva t ions .  Road c o n s t r u c t i o n  
on the  Kootenai Nat ional  Fo res t  p o r t i o n  w i l l  be  d i f f i c u l t  and cos t ly .  
Logging would r e q u i r e  c a b l e  and h e l i c o p t e r  systems.  

I(ipar.lp. A l l  of t h e  area has  a medium minera l  p o t e n t i a l .  
t h e r e  a r e  s e v e r a l  known minera l  occurrences i n  t h e  a r e a ,  a l l  of which are 
a s soc ia t ed  w i t h  t h e  sills. 
a r e a ,  making exp lo ra t ion  d i f f i c u l t .  
mining claims. A l l  of  t h e  a r e a  i s  under a p p l i c a t i o n  f o r  o i l  and gas  
leases .  The p o t e n t i a l  f o r  o i l  and gas  is l o w  due t o  lack of information. 

0 
4. 

C l s c i a l  d e p o s i t s  a r e  f a i r l y  ex tens ive  i n  t h e  
There a r e  p r e s e n t l y  12 unpatented 

5 .  m. Sheep grazed t h i s  area p r i o r  t o  t h e  1960s; however, 
t h e r e  a r e  no sheep o r  c a t t l e  a l lo tmen t s  a t  t h i s  time. 

8.  

1. u. Although large f i r e s  occurred i n  t h e  a r e a  i n  t h e  
ear ly  1900s. t h e  number of f i r e s  occurr ing  annual ly  i s  low. 

Ill. NEED 

A. . 
T h i s  a r e a  would c o n t r i b u t e  high suba lp ine  ecosystems with s e v e r a l  s cen ic  
lakes, g r i z z l y  bear  h a b i t a t .  and h a b i t a t  f o r  a r a r e  rainbow t r o u t  s t r a i n .  
Wilderness des igna t ion  would p rese rve  water q u a l i t y  i n  an area t h a t  i s  
n a t u r a l l y  s u s c e p t i b l e  t o  e ros ion .  

.- 

-. 

B. . During t h e  BARE I and Unit P l an  

L i t t l e  support  w a s  voiced f o r  a wilderness  des igna t ion .  
process ,  concern was expressed f o r  mnintaining t h e  p r i m i t i v e  q u a l i t i e s  of 
t h e  area. 
express ions  have been made r e c e n t l y  (1982). 
non-vi lderness .  

No 
RARE I1 a l l o c a t e d  t h e  a r e a  t o  
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C. 
Table 3. Parts A and 8 ,  display wilderness opportunities and proximity to 
roadless areas on the Idaho Panhandle National Forests. The closest 
wilderness area is the Cabinet Wilderness in western Montana, approximately 
100 miles to the northeast. There is access to 1.6 million acres of 
wilderness located uithin 200 miles of Coeur d'Alene, as well as an 
additional 5.8 million acrea within 300 miles (northern Idaho, eastern 
Washington and Oregon, and western fintans). 

V. ALIEUNATI~S AND 8NVIUOLOIIIIENUL CONS8QU8NCES 

Hultiple use management prescriptions were grouped into categories 
(management emphases) which have similar impacts on the uilderness and 
roadlees resources. The folloving tsble displays how the roadless area 
acreage was designated in each alternative. In addition, the summary of 
management emphasis further defimes the rate of developmemt that is 
expected to occur im some alternatives as well as the future disposition of 
the inventoried roadless area. 
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0 
0 

S A  
10.0 

10.9 
0.5 

0 
0 

0.7 
0 

8.n 
0 

3 . 4  
16.5 

0 
0 

16.6 
10.3 
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B. hiuucu Willard Lake Estel le  01x173 

I. Designation: Wilderness 

Management Emphasis: Wilderness 

0 
Management P resc r ip t ion :  Wilderness 

This management emphasis occurs  i n  Al t e rna t ives  3 end IO. This d e s i g n a t i o n  
w i l l  p reserve  and 'enhance wi lderness  a t t r i b u t e s .  
(such a s  mining and t r a i l  maintenance) and o t h e r  uses  or f a c i l i t i e s  no t  
compatible wi th  wi lderness  management would be el iminated.  
on 27.800 a c r e s  would be  foregone. The goa l  of t h i s  a l l o c a t i o n  would b e  t o  
p r o t e c t  and p rese rve  i t s  n a t u r a l  condi t ion.  

The long, narrow r i d g e  is g e n e r a l l y  bordered by developments where human 
a c t i v i t y ,  such as roads and t imber sales, i s  evident .  Other a t t r i b u t e s  
gene ra l ly  a s soc ia t ed  wi th  wilderness .  such a s  s o l i t u d e  and semi-primitive 
r e c r e a t i o n  o p p o r t u n i t i e s ,  are preserved. 

The non-priced b e n e f i t s  or c o s t s  would be: 

Current  motorized use8 

Timber ha rves t  

-- Wilderness va lues  a r e  preserved and enhanced. 

-- Wilderness a r e a  would be  increased.  

-- 
-- Water q u a l i t y  and f i s h e r i e s  would remain a t  t h e i r  p re sen t  h igh  

Visual q u a l i t y  would be  r e t a ined .  0 

I 

l eve  1. 

-- The Hunt G i r l  Ueaearch Natural Area would remain i n  i t s  p resen t  
i s o l a t e d  condi t ion .  

-- Threatened and endangered spec ie s  h a b i t a t  f o r  g r i z z l y  bea r  would not 
be d is turbed .  

-- The remnant popula t ion  of n a t i v e  rainbow t r o u t  would be assured of 
continued. undis turbed s t ream h a b i t a t .  

-- Recreat ion o p p o r t u n i t i e s  would cont inue  t o  be p r i m i t i v e  or 

-- Secur i ty  f o r  e l l  f i s h  and game animals would be  maintained. 

-- Diver s i ty  would tend toward o ld  growth. 

semi-primitive. 

Soc ia l  and economic e f f e c t s  center on t h e  resource  va lues  of t imber,  
minerals.  w i l d l i f e .  r e c r e a t i o n ,  and wilderness.  Since wi lderness  prec ludes  
timber harves t  and minera l  d e v e l o p a n t ,  t h e  r e l a t e d  i n d u s t r i e s  would n o t  be 
supported by t h i s  emphasis. From a s o c i a l  a spec t ,  t h e  pub l i c s  valuing 
wilderness  would be  supported a a  w e l l  as those  people who d e s i r e  to view 
t h e  a r e a  i n  i t s  una l t e red  a t a t e .  



C-321 

Willard Lake Este l le  01x173 

2. Demignstion: Non-vildernams 

Management Emphssia: Boadlers Recres t ion  

hnagement  P reac r ip t ion :  Boadleam Recreation, 
Timber Management. Minim- Level 

This  management emphasis occurs  i n  A l t a r n s t i v e s  1. 5, 7.  8, 9 ,  11. and 12. 
Approximately 32,000 a c r e s  are s l l o c a t e d  t o  r o a d l e s s  r e c r e a t i o n ,  11,000 
a c r e s  t o  t imber management. and 10,000 a c r e s  t o  minimum management. 

Approximately 16.000 a c r e s  of t e n t a t i v e l y  s u i t a b l e  t imberland would no t  be 
a v a i l a b l e .  

Minerals.  o i l .  and gas .  i f  discovered,  would cont inue  t o  be ava i l ab le .  

The non-priced b e n e f i t s  or c o s t s  vould be: 

Wilderness c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  would be compromised on sbout  20.000 
acres. The reduct ion  i n  s i z e  vould adverse ly  impact t he  remaining 
area .  

Visual  q u a l i t y  w i l l  dec l ine .  

The Hunt G i r l  Research Nature1 Area would b e  preserved. 

P r i m i t i v e  and semi-pr imi t ive  r e c r e a t i o n  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  would be 
foregone on 20,000 acres .  

Big game h a b i t a t  and s e c u r i t y  would be  adverse ly  a f f e c t e d ;  road 
c l o s u r e s  a r e  e s s e n t i a l  m i t i g a t i o n  t o  minimize t h e  adverse impact. 

Water q u a l i t y  and f i s h e r i e s  h a b i t a t  would d e c l i n e .  bu t  no t  
s ign  i f  i c  a n t  l y  . 
Habi t a t  f o r  t he  rare rainbow t r o u t  s t r a i n  i s  preserved. 

Gr izz ly  bea r  h a b i t a t  would be  managed t o  suppor t  a recovered 
populs t ion.  Road c l o s u r e s  t o  mitigate t h e  increased  d i s tu rbance  
caused by roads a r e  not  100 percent  e f f e c t i v e .  b u t  monitoring of b e a r  
h a b i t s t  and popula t ions  w i l l  i n su re  t h e  g o a l  o f  a recovered popula t ion  
i s  m e t .  

_ -  

S o c i a l  and economic e f f e c t s  center on the resource  va lues  of timber. 
mine r s l s ,  w i l d l i f e .  r ec rea t ion .  and wilderness .  Timber and mineral 
resources  vould be  a v a i l a b l e ,  t hus  suppor t ing  t h e  wood products  and 
minerals i n d u s t r i e s .  The change i n  r e c r e a t i o n  s e t t i n g  could be  d i s r u p t i v e  
t o  those  publ ica  using t h e  area for p r i m i t i v e  or semi -p r imi t ive  r e c r e a t i o n  
a s  w e l l  as p u b l i c s  viewing t h e  area. 
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Willard Lakc Estelle 01x173 

3. Designation: N o n r i l d e r n e e s  

Management Emphasis: Hinimum Level 

&nagemeat P reec r ip t ion :  Minimum Level, Timber, b a d l e e s  
Recreation 

This  management emphasis occurs i n  A l t e r n a t i v e s  2 ,  4, and 6. Approximately 
17,000 acres a r e  des igna ted  for  road le se  r ec rea t ion .  18,000 a c r e s  for  
t imber,  and 18,000 acres fo r  minimum msnagement. 

Approximstely 10,000 acres of t e n t a t i v e l y  s u i t a b l e  timberland sre not  
ava i l ab le .  

Minerals. o i l .  and gas.  i f  discovered.  remain a v a i l a b l e .  

The Hunt G i r l  Research Natural A r e s  is maintained. 

The non-priced b e n e f i t s  or c o s t s  would be: 

-- Wilderness va lues  would remain on about  18.000 acres .  

-- Visua l  q u a l i t y  would dec l ine .  

-- 
-- 
-- 

Semi-primit ive r e c r e a t i o n  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  would dec l ine .  

Habi ta t  for t h e  rare rainbow t r o u t  s t r a i n  would be preserved. 

Habi ta t  for g r i z z l y  b e a r  would be  maintained t o  support  a recovered 
population. The increased roading of t h i s  emphasis, a s  compared t o  
the  previous n o n r i l d e r n e s s  a l t e r n a t i v e .  c a r r i e s  a s l i g h t l y  h ighe r  
r i s k  of road c l o s u r e  breaching. 

Secur i ty  for game animals would be  compromised. 
essential  m i t i g a t i o n  t o  minimize t h i s  impact. 

-- Water q u a l i t y  and f i s h e r i e s  vould be adverse ly  impacted. but  only 
s l i g h t l y  . -- Tendency would be  toward o ld  growth and even-aged s t ands  less than 100 
year  of age. 

0 

-- Road c l o s u r e s  are 

-- Wilderness va lues  would be foregone on about 25.000 acres .  This would 
lover  t h e  q u a l i t y  of t h e  remaining p o t e n t i a l  wilderness .  
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FLATHEAD NATIONAL FOBEST AND KOOfENAI NATIONAL FORESTS 

0 - 
(RAM I1 NO. 01483. RARX I NOS.. 171. 124-1251 

-: 71.150 -: 71,750 

Flathead Nat iona l  Fo res t  52,650 Flathead Nat ional  Fo ras t  52,650 
Kootenai Nat iona l  F o r e s t  19,100 Kootenai Nat ional  Fo res t  19,100 

I. E%sxruw 
Thompson-Seton Roadless Area is located i n  the  nor th  end of t h e  
Flathead Nat iona l  F o r e s t ,  6 m i l e s  sou th  of t h e  Canadian border.  I t  i s  
one of seven road le s s  a r e a s  loca ted  i n  what i s  o f t e n  r e fe r r ed  t o  a8  t h e  
"North Fork." The North Fork reg ion  l ies  ad jacent  t o  Glac ie r  Nat ional  
Park and is bordered by t h e  North Fork of t h e  Flathead River on t h e  
east and t h e  Whitef ish Mountain Range or Divide on the  w e s t .  

The Flathead Nat ional  F o r e s t  i s  t h e  lead Fores t  f o r  t h i s  roadless  a r e a  
evaluat ion.  The Kootenai Nat ional  Fo res t  po r t ion  l ies wi th in  Lincoln 
County, and the  Flathead Nat iona l  Fo res t  po r t ion  i s  i n  Flathead 
County. The Whitef ish Divide forms t h e  Flathead - Lincoln County 
boundary a s  w e l l  as t h e  F la thead  - Kootenai National Fo res t  boundaries. 

This  a r e a  is g e n e r a l l y  bounded on t h e  no r th  by t h e  T r a i l  Creek Road. on 
t h e  e a s t  by roaded t imberland.  on t h e  south  by t h e  Red Meadow and Deep 
Creek Roads and o t h e r  roaded Fores t  land and on t h e  west by t h e  
Williams Creek, Graves Creek and Blue Sky Creek  Roads. 
Blue Sky Creek and W i l l i a m s  Creeks a r e  roaded and form deep i n c i s i o n s  
i n t o  t h i s  r o a d l e s s  a rea .  A l s o .  o ld ,  low standard roads pene t r a t e  i n t o  
t h e  Shorty Creek and Moose Creek dra inages .  
c losed t o  publ ic  use  f o r  many yea r s ;  hence. t h i s  a r e a  i s  considered by 
some people t o  be  e s s e n t i a l l y  roadless .  

The topographica l  c h a r a c t e r  of t h e  a r e a  c o n s i s t s  of rugged mountaineous 
t e r r a i n .  wi th  s e v e r a l  major peaks over 7.000 f e e t .  fo re s t ed  r i d g e s  and 
s t e e p  narrow g l a c i a t e d  canyons. Major peaks include:  C l e f t  Rock. Mount 
Thompson Seton, M t .  Locke. M t .  L e w i s .  Krinklehorn Peak, Deep Mountain. 
M t .  Pe te ry ,  Huntsberger Peak. M t .  Young, Lake Mountain. Whitef ish 
Mountain. Link Mountain. Akinkoka Peak and Nasukoin Mountain. Nasukoin 
Mountain a t  8.086 f e e t ,  is t h e  h ighes t  peak i n  the  Whitefish Mountain 
Range. Valley bottoms range as low as 4.200 f e e t .  

Major dra inages  include: Shorty Creek, l boae  Creek, Akinkoka Creek, 
C l e f t  Creek, Inuya Creek, Yakinakak Creek, Ninko Creek and Teepee 
Creek. Much of t h e  area c o n s i s t s  of broad r i d g e s  between dra inages  
auch as T r a i l ,  Whale, Red Meadow. W i l l i a m s .  Deep and Blue Sky Creek. 

Whale Creek. 

These roads have been 

Much of t h e  no r the rn  and e a s t e r n  po r t ion  of t he  a r e a  burned i n  t h e  
1910, 1917. and 1929 f i r e s .  The predominant tree spec ie s  i n  t h e  
burned-over areas are lodgepole  p ine  and larch.  Primary ecosystems 
present  inc lude  vh i t eba rk  p ine /subalp ine  f i r  on t h e  r idge tops ,  and 
subalp ine  f i r l b e a r  g r a s s  on t h e  southeas t  t o  southwest aspec ts .  Timber 
types vary  from whitebark p i n e  a t  t h e  upper l i m i t s  t o  Engelmann spruce  
a t  t h e  lower l i m i t s .  There is cons ide rab le  volume of commercial t imber 
i n  t h i s  a rea .  
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Thompson-Seton 01483 
This  a r e a  inc ludes  some of t he  f i n e s t  g r i z z l y  bea r  h a b i t a t  i n  t h e  
United S ta tes .  
components* a s  vel1 a s  key population cen te r s .  
wolf. an endangered spec ies .  has  increased dur ing  1983. I t  i s  be l ieved  
t h a t  vo lves  from Canada are becoming e s t a b l i s h e d  in t h i s  a rea .  
B i o l o g i s t s  b e l i e v e  t h e  North Fork of t h e  Flathead River d ra inage  i s  t h e  
most l i k e l y  l o c a t i o n  i n  t h e  Rocky Mountains f o r  r e -e s t ab l i sh ing  a 
v i a b l e  gray  wolf populat ion.  

O t h e r  u i l d l i f e  species present  inc lude  mule d e e r ,  b lack  bear ,  
v h i t e t a i l e d  deer .  wolverine.  t he  hoary marmot, golden e a g l e ,  and t h e  
lynx.. There i a  a p o s s i b i l i t y  of occas iona l  use  of t h i s  a r e a  by 
mountain ca r ibou  ranging dovn from Canada. 
confirm t h e  e x i s t e n c e  and ex ten t  of ca r ibou  use through s p e c i a l  surveys 
and obse rva t ions  by vork crevs and cooperators .  

Whale Creek and t h e  Whale Lake a rea  i s  an important  f i s h e r y  f o r  b u l l  
t rou t .  The number of high mountain lakes wi th in  t h e  a r e a  makes t h i s  
road le s s  u n i t  unique from o t h e r s  on t h e  District. There a r e  
approximately 15 lakes. inc luding  those known a8 t h e  Chain Lakes. 
Severa l  l akes  i n  the  Ht .  Young a rea  provide a good t r o u t  f i she ry .  

It  c o n t a i n s  a l l  t he  necessary g r i z z l y  bea r  h a b i t a t  
S igh t ings  of t h e  g ray  

E f f o r t s  a r e  being made t o  

Scenic a t t r a c t i v e n e s s  of t h e  a r e s  i s  very good due t o  t h e  v a r i e t y  o f  
landscapes w i t h i n  t h e  area and the  ad jacen t  scenes  i n t o  Glacier Park 
from.the Whitef ish range. The a r e a  is extremely remote and h a s  l imi t ed  
access, vhich  has  r e s u l t e d  i n  l i g h t  u s e  by r e c r e a t i o n i s t s .  P r e s e n t  use 
c o n s i s t s  p r imar i ly  of f a l l  big-game hunt ing v i t h  l e s s o r  amounts of 
day-use t r i p s  by h i k e r s  and horseback uaers.  
Whitef ish Divide T r a i l  south  of H t .  Young has  been des igna ted  a 
Nat ional  Recrea t iona l  T r a i l .  This  t r a i l  would terminate a t  t h e  Meadow 
Creek Road on t he  southern  boundary of t h e  a rea .  The land around Red 
Meadov Lake i s  noted f o r  i t s  scenic  va lue  i n  t h e  f a l l  vhen t h e  shrub 
covered s l o p e s  around t h e  lake  tu rn  co lor .  

A p o r t i o n  of t h e  

11. 

A. Natural I n t e g r i t y  a d  Appearance 

This  Roadless Area, as it  s tands .  has  many i n t r u s i o n s  around t h e  edges 
i n  t h e  form of e x i s t i n g  roads and scars l e f t  by o ld  logging roads. 
Also. t h e r e  are many v i s i b l e  c u t t i n g  u n i t s .  e s p e c i a l l y  i n  t h e  Shor ty  
Creek Area which has  been managed as a road le s s  area for several y e a r s  
under t h e  c u r r e n t  Land Management Unit Plan. 
to t h e  i n c l u s i o n  of o ld  roads and c u t t i n g  u n i t s  i n  t h e  r o a d l e s s  
inventory.  
a r ea ;  hovever. it i s  f e l t  t h a t  t h e s e  impacts can b e  lessened v i t h  t i m e  
and boundary adjustments.  Af t e r  boundary adjustments .  t he  effect o f  
human a c t i v i t y  i n  t h e  area would be  minor and n a t u r a l  i n t e g r i t y  judged 
t o  be high. 

I n t e r n a l  impacts c o n s i s t  of t h e  W t .  Thompson Seton Lookout and 
approximately 26 miles of low standard t r a i l ,  b u t  t h e s e  impacts do  not  
apprec iab ly  a l te r  t h e  long-term eco log ica l  processes.  The appearance 
of t h i s  area h a s  been inf luenced by n a t u r a l  p rocesses  wi th  very  l i t t l e  
impact by man o t h e r  than t h e  previously mentioned roads  and trails .  
V i s i t o r s  t o  t h e  a r e a  vould feel t h a t  the  greeter po r t ion  ma in ta ins  a 
n a t u r a l  appearance. 

Some respondents  ob jec ted  

These i n t r u a i o n s  do impact t h e  n a t u r a l  i n t e g r i t y  of t h e  

.- 
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8.  Oppor tun i t i e s  f o r  S o l i t u d e  Thompson-Seton 01483 

There are many o f f - s i t e  i n t r u s i o n s  i n  t h e  form of t imber  ha rves t  and 
roads  p e n e t r a t i n g  t h e  a rea .  
e x i s t  over  t h e  g r e a t e r  p o r t i o n  of t h i s  area.  
per imeter  t o  c o r e  v a r i e s  from less than 1 m i l e  t o  approximately 7 mi les  
wi th  good v e g e t a t i v e  and topographic screening.  and t h e  ex tens ive  t r a i l  
system allows a v i s i t o r  to g e t  away from t h e  o f f - s i t e  i n t r u s i o n s .  

C. P r i m i t i v e  Bacreat ion Oppor tuni t ies  

The area has a moderate p o t e n t i a l  f o r  p r i m i t i v e  r e c r e a t i o n  
opportuni ty .  There i s  evidence of prev ious  logging a c t i v i t i e s  and 
roads,  b u t  t h i s  i s  loca l i zed  and t h e  ma jo r i ty  of t he  a r e a  has  not  been 
impacted by man's a c t i v i t i e s .  "he d i v e r s i t y  of t h e  t e r r a i n  adds t o  t h e  
v i s i t o r ' s  p r i m i t i v e  experience.  P a r t i c u l a r l y  rugged and cha l leoging  
t e r r a i n  is found i n  t h e  Deep Creek - M t .  Krinklehorn and M t .  Thompson 
Beton v i c i n i t i e s .  

D. Other Fea tu res  

The a r e a  is considered t o  have good scen ic  va lue  due t o  the  numerous 
mountain lakes w i t h i n  t h e  a r e a  and the panoramic views i n t o  Glac i e r  
Nat ional  Park from the  r idges.  

E. Manageabili ty and Boundaries 

T h i s  a r e a  g e n e r a l l y  c o n t a i n s  wel l -def ined  boundaries s e t  along 
topographic  f e a t u r e s  or along roads. The boundaries  could be ad jus ted  
t o  exclude t h e  o ld  roads and thus  improve t h e  wi lderness  
c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s .  Conversely,  i nc lus ion  of t hese  i n t r u s i o n s  would 
bedes i r ab le  from a manageable boundary s t andpo in t  i f  t he  a r e a  should be  
managed a s  wi lderness .  

Approximately 6,490 a c r e s  have been added t o  t h e  Thompson Seton RARE I1 
inventory i n  t h e  M t .  Young-Nasakoin area.  
these a reas .  because they were a l ready  a l l o c a t e d  i n  t h e  North Fork Unit 
P l an  when the  inventory was conducted. An a d d i t i o n a l  10.400 a c r e s  were 
added from t h e  Kootenai Fo res t  Deep Creek a r e a  for t he  same reason,  and 
3.000 more from updated mapping of cont iguous r o a d l e s s  area.  A 
dovnward adjustment of 700 a c r e s  was made a f t e r  r e c a l c u l a t i n g  t h e  a r e a  
us ing  c u r r e n t  data base  information. Af t e r  cons ider ing  pub l i c  comments 
express ing  concern or oppos i t ion  t o  inc luding  some old  logging roads 
and c u t t i n g  u n i t s  i n  the  Shorty Creek area .  i t  was decided no t  t o  
a d j u s t  t h e  r o a d l e s s  inventory boundary. The reason f o r  t h i s  is t h a t  
most of t h e  area w i t h  i n t r u s i o n s  had been a l l o c a t e d  and managed as a 
r o a d l e s s  a r e a  by the North Pork Unit P l an  and t h e r e f o r e ,  it should 
r e c e i v e  eva lua t ion  f o r  wi lderness  management. 

However, o p p o r t u n i t i e s  for s o l i t u d e  do 
The d i s t a n c e  from 

RARE I1 d id  not  inventory 
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111. 

A. Resource P o t e n t i a l s  

The d i s c u s s i o n  t h a t  f o l l o v s  refers t o  resources  p re sen t  w i th in  t h i s  
road le s s  a r e a  o t h e r  than t h e  previously d iscussed  wi lderness  resource.  
The c h a r t  on t h e  previous page summarizes t h e  e x i s t i n g  resource  
p o t e n t i a l  f o r  t h i s  road le s s  a re s .  

This  a r e a  c o n t a i n s  some of t h e  b e s t  g r i z z l y  bea r  h a b i t a t  i n  t he  lower 
48 s t a t e s  and i s  considered very important  f o r  t h e  recovery of t h e  
g r i z z l y  bee r  t o  a l e v e l  t h a t  would al low t h i s  apec ie s  t o  be removed 
from t h e  threa tened  and endangered list. Recent d e s t r u c t i o n  of many of 
t h e  p ine  nut  producing whitebark p ine  t r e e s  by t h e  mountain p i n e  b e e t l e  
and regrowth of t imber i n  t h e  1910 and 1929 burn a r e a s ,  are viewed a s  
p o t e n t i a l l y  adverse t o  f u t u r e  g r i z z l y  b e a r  production. Sustained 
product ion of e s s e n t i a l  g r i z z l y  h a b i t s t  components i s  needed from t h e  
a r e a  t o  a s s u r e  recovery of t h e  g r i z z l y  bea r  from t h e  th rea tened  s t a t u s .  

This  a r e a  is a l s o  considered important f o r  t h e  recovery of t he  
endangered gray  v o l f .  

The headvaters  of B l u e  Sky, Williams. Whale. and L e w i s  Creek provide 
h a b i t a t  f o r  both migratory and r e s i d e n t  c u t t h r o a t  and b u l l  t r o u t  and 
c o n t a i n  spawning h a b i t a t .  Upper Deep Creek runs through t h i s  a r e a  and 
suppor ts  c u t t h r o a t  and brook t r o u t  w i t h  t he  lower reaches  a l s o  having 
b u l l  and rainbow t r o u t .  Also included a r e  t h e  headvatera  f o r  Williams 
and Deep Creek. 

This a r e a  is wi th in  t h e  Montana Overthrust  B e l t .  The a r e a  is r a t e d  as 
having high oil and gas p o t e n t i a l .  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  i n  t h i s  area. Hardrock minera l  p o t e n t i a l  is considered 
t o  be low. 

There is cont inuous  seismic 

xbldasx 

Whitebark p ine  and a l p i n e  l a r c h  are long-lived apec ie s  and are major 
s tand components above 6,000 f e e t  i n  e l eva t ion .  I n  1978 the  lodgepole 
p ine  and whitebark p ine  i n  t h e  W t .  Thompson Seton Roadless Area began 
exper ienc ing  an  epidemic i n f e s t a t i o n  of mountain p i n e  bee t l e .  Betveen 
1978 and 1982 t h i s  i n s e c t  had spread throughout t h e  lodgepole p ine  and 
vh i t eba rk  p ine  s t ands  r e s u l t i n g  i n  moderate m o r t a l i t y  throughout t h i s  
road le s s  area. 
Nat iona l  F o r e s t  p o r t i o n s  of t h e  area. 
bui ldup  of ground f u e l  and g r e a t l y  i n c r e a s e s  t h e  r i s k  o f  l a r g e  
u i  Id f ires. 

There are approximately 14.000 acres of p o t e n t i a l l y  s u i t a b l e  
t imberlands included i n  t h e  Flathead p o r t i o n  of t h e  a rea .  Most of 
t hese  s t ands  are on s t e e p  s lopes  and t imber management c o s t s  are 
g e n e r a l l y  high. L i t t l e  of t h e  Kootenai Nat ional  F o r e s t  p o r t i o n  of t h e  
a r e a  is s u i t a b l e  f o r  commercial t imber management. 

The spruce bark b e e t l e  is ac t ive  i n  t h e  Kootenai 
Th i s  m o r t a l i t y  r e s u l t s  in a 
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Category 

Gross Acres 
Net Acres 

Recreat ion 
P r imi t ive  
Semiprim. Nonmotor 
Semiprim. Motor. 
Roaded Natural  

Range 
Ex i s t ing  Obligated 

Su i t ab le  
Allotments 
AM's 

Exis t ing  Vacant 
Sui  t a b l e  
Allotments 
AM's 

Proposed 
S u i t a b l e  
Am's 

Timber 
Ten ta t ive  S u i t a b l e  
Standing Volume 

Corr idors  
k x l s t .  8 P o t e n t i a l  

W i l d l i f e  - T8E 
Gr izz ly  Bear Habi ta t  

S i t u a t i o n  1 
Situs.ti011 :! 
S i t u a t i o n  3 

Gray Wolf 
Habi ta t  

Unit 

Acres 
Acres 

- 

RM's 
R V D ' s  
RVD's 
R V D ' s  

Acres 
No. 
AUM's 

Acres 
No. 
Am's 

Acres 
AUM's 

Acres 
MBF 

No. 

Flathead 

52,650 
52,650 

0 
188  
324 
288 

0 
0 
0 

0 
0 
0 

0 
0 

14,290 
96,028 

1 

Kootenoi 

19,100 
19,100 

0 
403 
0 
0 

0 
0 
0 

0 
0 
0 

0 
,o 

4,700 
30,000 

1 

Acres 52,650 19,100 
r\cres 0 0 
Acres 0 0 

Acres 52,650 19.100 

Category 

W i l d l i f e  - Big Game 
Summer Habi ta t  
Winter Hab i t a t  

S i g n i f i c a n t  F i s h e r i e s  
Stream Miles 
Stream Hab i t a t  
Lakes 
Lake Hab i t a t  

Water Developments 
Ex i s t ing  

Minerals  
Hardrock P o t e n t i a l  

Very High 
High 
Moderate 
Low 

Mining Claims 
O i l  6 Gas P o t e n t i a l  

Very High 
High 
Moderate 
Low 

O i l  & Cas Leases 
I.eases No. 
Leased Area 

1 

Unit 

Acres 
Acres 

Miles 
Hab. Ac. 
No, 
Hab. Ac. 

No. 

Acres 
Acres 
Acres 
Acres 
No. 

Acres 
Acres 
Acres 
Acres 

Acres 

Fla thead  

0 
0 

13 
15 

8 
a i  

0 

0 
0 
0 

0 

0 

0 
0 

52,650 

52,650 

15 
21.127 

Kootenai 

0 
0 

0 
0 
0 
0 

0 

0 
0 
0 

19,100 
0 

0 
19,100 

0 
r. 0 1 cu 
k 

2,000 
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0 Recreation uses  inc lude  hunt ing  and f i s h i n g ,  with swe use  from 
snowmobiling. cross-country sk i ing .  camping, h ik ing  and horseback use  
along t h e  numerous t r a i l s .  The r e l a t i v e l y  s m a l l  amount of c u r r e n t  
r e c r e a t i o n a l  u s e  t he  a r e a  r e c e i v e s  i s  a t t r i b u t e d  t o  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  an  
abundance of high q u a l i t y  wi lderness  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  e x i s t  i n  t h e  F o r e s t  
zone of i n f luence  along u i t h  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  Thompson Seton a r e s  i s  
not we l l  known i n  popula t ion  cen te r s .  Current  use  i s  p r imar i ly  from 
l o c a l  r e s i d e n t s .  - 

h n d  Us- 7 
There are no p r i v a t e  inhold ings  o r  s p e c i a l  u s e s  w i th in  t h i s  area.  
There is no p o t e n t i a l  f o r  domestic grazing.  

B. bnagement  Consideration. 

The a rea  as inventor ied  p r e s e n t s  moderate p r o b a b i l i t y  for s u c c e s s f u l  
wi lderness  management. 
increased i f  t he  a r e a  were merged with t h e  Tuchuck and M t .  Hefty a r e a s  
t o  t h e  north.  t o  form a more manageable wi lderness  u n i t .  Merged or 
managed sepa ra t e ly .  moderate r i s k s  would be  involved i n  con ta in ing  t h e  
n a t u r a l  f o r c e s  of f i re  o r  i n s e c t  and d i s e a s e  outbreaks wi th in  t h e  
areas .  

The area o f f e r s  ou t s t and ing  g r i z z l y  r e sea rch  oppor tun i t i e s .  

High c o s t s  and low p r o b a b i l i t y  of success  is a n t i c i p a t e d  f o r  f u t u r e  
g r i z z l y  h a b i t a t  management needs i f  use  of mechanised equipment f o r  
prescr ibed burning or o t h e r  v e g e t a t i v e  t reatment  i s  foregone under 
wilderness  management. 

P r o b a b i l i t y  of s u c c e s s f u l  management would b e  

A. 

Refer t o  Table C-1 f o r  Wilderness proximity da ta .  I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  
National Fo res t  Wilderness and Boadless a r e a s  l i s t e d  i n  t h e  t ab le .  t h e  
Thompson Seton a r e a  is loca ted  j u s t  a few m i l e s  west of t h e  1,000.000 
acre Glac ie r  Nat iona l  Park. A l a r g e  p a r t  of Glacier Park i s  c u r r e n t l y  
being s tudied  f o r  Wilderness  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n .  

Addit ional  road le s s  and wi lde rness  a r e a s  a r e  a v a i l a b l e  i n  P r o v i n c i a l  
Parks and Fores t  lands w i t h i n  100 miles i n  Canada. - 

8 .  Contr ibut ion  t o  t h e  Not iona l  Wilderness P rese rva t ion  System. 

The v e g e t a t i v e  h a b i t a t  types.  p l a n t  spec ie s ,  most animal spec ie s .  and 
geologic  types  known t o  exist i n  t h i s  area a r e  w e l l  r epresented  i n  
e x i s t i n g  wi lderness  areas. The area has  national s i g n i f i c a n c e  due  t o  
i t s  p o t e n t i a l  c o n t r i b u t i o n  t o  g r i z z l y  bea r lg ray  vo l f  recovery. 

Proximity t o  Designated Wilderncs.es Fnd t o  Populat ion Centers. 

.- 
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C. Publ ic  In te res tm Thompson-Seton 01483 

Pas t  publ ic  involvement f o r  t h e  1979 RARE 11 study shoved t h a t  h a l f  of 
those responding supported nonvi lderness  management. The f i n a l  FARE 11 
a l l o c a t i o n  vas  nonvi lderness .  

I n t e n s i t y  of pub l i c  op in ion  c o n f l i c t  i n  t h i s  a r c 8  h a s  been increased  
s ince  the  RARE I1 process  due t o  t h e  continued emergence of n a t i o n a l  
issues such a s  p o t e n t i a l  o i l  and gas  resources  and g r i z z l y  bea r  
h a b i t a t .  

The September 1983 pub l i c  involvement on t h e  c u r r e n t  road le s s  inventory 
on t h e  Thompson Seton a r e a ,  shoved t h a t  more than h a l f  of t hose  
responding favored nonvi lderness  management. 
road le s s  a reas .  Thompson Seton, Tuchuck. and M t .  Hefty received similar 
support .  The Young-Nasakoin a rea  and t h e  Kootenai Deep Creek a r e a s  had 
lover  l e v e l s  of expreased interest f o r  v i l d e r n e s s  than t h e  Thompson 
Seton p o r t i o n  inven to r i ed  i n  RARE XI. The expressed demand f o r  t i d e r  
ha rves t  i n  t h e  "North End" road le s s  a r e a s  is second h ighes t  among a l l  
Flathead road le s s  a reas .  

Publ ic  input  i n  1983 has  a l s o  shown t h a t  l o c a l  environmental  groups 
have s t rong  f e e l i n g s  about t h e  wi lderness  p o t e n t i a l  of t h i s  a rea .  
Their  concerns a r e  l inked  t o  t h e  p r o t e c t i o n  of t h e  g r i z z l y  bea r  and 
o the r  v i l d l i f e  spec ie s .  They b e l i e v e  t h e  b e s t  way t o  p r o t e c t  t h e  bea r  
vould be through v i l d e r n e e s  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  of t h e  area.  Timber and o i l  
and gas  i n t e r e s t s  have s t rong  f e e l i n g s  t h a t  properly c o n t r o l l e d  
i n d u s t r i a l  a c t i v i t i e s  can be  conducted i n  t h e  a r e a  v i t h o u t  adverse  
e f f e c t s  on t h e  bear and i f  proper ly  planned, long-term b e n e f i t s  t o  b e a r  
h a b i t a t  p roduc t iv i ty  could be  provided. 

The t h r e e  "North End" 

V. 

A. 

A breakdovn of t h e  land a l l o c a t i o n s  f o r  t he  Thompson Seton Roadless 
Area i s  d isp layed  i n  Table  C-2 of t h i s  Appendix f o r  a l l  16 D r a f t  Fo res t  
Plan Al t e rna t ives .  
under t h e  v a r i o u s  a l t e r n a t i v e s  i n  order  t o  c o n t r i b u t e  a p p r o p r i a t e l y  t o  
meeting t h e  Fores t  o b j e c t i v e s  i n  each case.  The a l l o c a t i o n s  are 
summarized below by management emphasis. 

Management P r e s c r i p t i o n  Assignment by Alternative 

The r o a d l e s s  ares vould be managed d i f f e r e n t l y  



l 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 -- 

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Roadless 19.505 49.320 57,160 30.082 66,600 40.320 19,920 26,715 
(15.100) (14.100) (17.100) (14.100) (17.100) (2.100) (19.100) (14,000) 

MUnlmUrn lrvel 0 2.834 0 26.280 950 0 0 0 

U l l d l l f e  

T i e r  WlRoads 

48.245 '0 0 0 0 40 30.350 41.154 
(5.000) 

4 . m  18.881 11.719 15.353 4.200 31.390 21,480 2,599 
(4,000) (5.000) (2.000) (5.000) (2.000) (17.000) (100) 

Timber U I O  Roads 0 715 2.871 35 0 0 0 1.282 

To tal 71.'750 71.750 71.750 71,750 71.750 71.750 71.750 71.750 
(19.100) (19,100) (19,100) (19.100) (19.100) (19,100) (19.100) (19.100) 

. .  

.. ... summary Of nMa*es*nt hmh4.cs .. . 

Decade . .  

ROMED I 700 3.920 1.600 600 500 6,620 4,240 2.250 
5 12.461 22.410 14.590 15.353 5,150 31,430 21,480 8.856 

RDMLESS I 71.050 67.838 70,150 71.150 71,250 65.130 67.510 69.500 
5 84.211 49.320 57.160 55.797 66.600 40.320 50.270 62.894 

WILDERNESS 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
5 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

- 11 Includes thc Kootenei National Foreet acres a l l o c a t e d  undar a similar a l t e r n a t i v e  as the Flathead National 
Forest Ntemtive. Acres i n  ( ) are Kootenai National Foreat portion.  

The following chart d i s p l a y s  the c-arisoa barmn Flathead National Forest end KooteMi National Forest 
alrernatives. 

I 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
i m  
8 
9 
IO 
I 1  PA 
I2 
I3 
15 I4 

I6 

IC0ot-l Natlonal Forest 
Altarnstlvelrl 

A 
A 
A 
A 
A 
M 
I 
A 

G 
1 
A 
A 
G 

H 

n 

n 

nineral resource development is subjec t  to chc General -8 L.r. Mineral Leasing Uw.9 
and re la ted  laus mnd regu la t ions .  See Section V, Part B. of t h i s  roadlesa area writeup 
for further discussion. 

0 
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ALTERNATIVE ALLOUTION BY WANACEUENT DIPHASIS 

Uanagement Emphasis" Altenutivee (Acres) 11 

9 10 11 12 13 14 I5 16 0 
Ullderneas 

badless 

Uinimum Level 

Wildlife 

Timber YiRoads 

71.750 28.000 0 0 0 28.000 71.750 71.750 
(19.100) (5,700) (5.700) (19,100) (19.100) 

0 38,620 29.715' 26,715 26,715 24.777 0 0 
(11,400) ( 1 7 . m ) .  (14,000) (14.000) (13.000) 

0 930 0 0 0 0 0 0 

0 0 36.756 41,154 41,154 16.374 0 0 

0 4,200 3.999 2.599 . 2.599 2,599 0 0 

(600) (5,000) (5,ooo) (300) 

(2.000) (1,500) (100) (100) (100) 

Timber W/O Roads 0 0 1,282 1.282 . 1.282 745 0 0 

Total 71.750 71,750 71,750 71,750 71.750 71,750 71.750 71,750 
(19,100) (19,100) (19,100) (19,100) (19.100) (19.100) (19,100) (19,100) 

S-ry of Nsnanmnt Emphases 

Decade 

ROADED 1 0 500 2,000 2,000 2,000 1.140 0 0 
5 0 0,200 8.715 9.514 9,514 5.299 0 0 

ROADLESS 1 0 43.250 69,775 69.775 69,775 70.610 0 0 
5 0 39.550 63.035 62,236 62.236 38.451 0 0 

YILDERNESS 1 71.750 28.000 0 0 0 28.000 71.750 71.750 
5 71.750 28.000 0 0 0 28.000 71,750 71,750 

- I /  Includes the Koatenei National Forest acres rrllocated under a similar alternative -5 the Flathead National 
Forest Alternative. A c r e 8  in ( ) are Koot-i National Forem portion. 

The following chert dlsplaye the co6Pari.m baCueen Flathead National Forest end Kootenai National Forest 
alternatives. 

I 
2 
3 ' 
5 s 
l a  
8 
9 
IO 
I 1  PA 
12 
I3 
14 
I5 
16 

H 
6 
J 
A 
A 
G 
H 
H 

* Hineral resource development is subject to the General Wining Law.  Hineral Leasing h w s  
and related l a w s  and regulations. See Sactirm V. Part B. Of this roadless ares rrritmp 
for further discussion. 
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Thompson-Seton 01483 

1. Designation: Wilderness 
Xanagement Emphaais: Wilderneae 

The e n t i r e  Thompson Seton Roadless Area i s  a l l o c a t e d  t o  wi lderness  
under Al t e rna t ives  9 .  1s and 16. A l t e r n a t i v e s  10 and 14 recommend f o r  
v i l d e r n e s s  only t h e  nor thern  po r t ion  of t h e  area.  

Wilderness a l l o c a t i o n  vi11 preserve  or enhance v i l d e r n e s s  a t t r i b u t e s .  
Current uses  vhich may not conform v i t h  v i l d e r n e s s  management inc lude  
o i l  and gas  leasing.  Of t h e  71,750 a c r e s ,  29.727 a c r e s  have been 
leased. No timber harves t  vould be  permi t ted ,  and 18,990 a c r e s  
a v a i l a b l e  f o r  t imber product ion vould be forgone. 

Wilderness a l l o c a t i o n  vould o f f e r  not only p r o t e c t i c n  f o r  t h e  
v i l d e r n e s s  a t t r i b u t e s  of t h e  a r e a  bu t  vould also provide  a d d i t i o n a l  
s e c u r i t y  f o r  g r i z z l y  bear.  

Highl ight ing of t h e  a r e a  on Nat ional  maps could r e s u l t  i n  more 
r e c r e a t i o n a l  pressure .  Also. t h e  op t ion  f o r  t r e a t i n g  vege ta t ion  f o r  
g r i z z l y  h a b i t a t  component o b j e c t i v e s  through t h e  use  of n a t u r a l  or 
planned i g n i t i o n s  i n  a v i l d e r n e s s  environment v h i l e  p r o t e c t i n g  ad jacen t  
nonvi lderness  resources  would b e  expensive.  

Current  c o n t r a c t s  f o r  o i l  and gas  leases. s p e c i a l  uses .  or graz ing  
vould probably be  permit ted t o  run t h e i r  course with emphasis on 
c o n t r a c t  admin i s t r a t ion  t o  p r o t e c t  v i l d e r n e s s  a t t r i b u t e s .  
exp lo ra t ion  and development c o s t s  would be  increased.  
a c t i v i t i e s  i n  t h e  nonleased p o r t i o n  of t h e  area vould be  prohib i ted .  

The nonpriced conponents a r e  a f f e c t e d  a s  fol lows:  

O i l  and g a s  
Explora t ion  

- Visual  q u a l i t y  vould be  preserved. - National Wilderness P rese rva t ion  System lands v i 1 1  increase.  - Grizzly bea r ,  e lk .  and o t h e r  v i l d l i f e  s p e c i e s  vould have 

- Diver s i ty  vould tend tovards  climax v e g e t a t i o n  b u t  could be  
increabdd secu r i ty .  

maintained near  c u r r e n t  l e v e l s  i f  auccess fu l  f i r e  management 
programs v e r e  implemented. 

- Water q u a l i t y  and f i s h e r i e s  q u a l i t y  vould b e  maintained a t  n a t u r a l  

- L o c a l  employment and income vould dec rease  due to a reduced timber 

- Nonpriced s p i r i t u a l .  s c i e n t i f i c .  and e s t h e t i c  va lues  vould be  f u l l y  

- A l l  nonpriced b e n e f i t s  of v i l d e r n e s s  such as s p i r i t u a l  v a l u e a s n a t u r a l  

l eve l s .  

base and nonvi lderness  r e c r e a t i o n a l  oppor tun i t i e s .  

preeerved. 

appearance. gene pool  and o t h e r  s c i e n t i f i c  v a l u e s  vould b e  
provided. 

The p o t e n t i a l  economic b e n e f i t s  of v i l d e r n e s s  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  for t h i s  
a r e a  a r e  judged t o  be small  due t o  t h e  abundance of high q u a l i t y  
v i l d e r n e s s  on t h e  Fores t  a long v i t h  t h e  lov  r e c r e a t i o n a l  ca r ry ing  
capac i ty  of the  a r e a  e s p e c i a l l y  i n  l i g h t  of g r i z z l y  bea r  h a b i t a t  needs. 
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Xanagement Emphasis: Roadlass 0 
Al te rna t ives  1 through 8 ,  10 and 14, a l l o c a t e  from 1 percent  of t h e  
road le s s  a r e a  i n  A l t e r n a t i v e  7. t o  93 percent  i n  A l t e r n a t i v e  5 t o  
roadless  management. There are no road le s s  a l l o c a t i o n s  made i n  
a l t e r n a t i v e s  9. 15 and 16 because t h e  t o t a l  a r e a  i s  a l l o c a t e d  t o  
v i lde rness .  Under A l t e r n a t i v e s  11. 12, and 13, a l a rge  po r t ion  of t h i s  
road le s s  a r e a  vould be  managed as p a r t  of t h e  T r a i l  Creek Gr izz ly  Bear 
Management Area (Refer  to  Chapter 11, Page 11-25, A l t e r n a t i v e  11 
Proposed Action. Resource o b j e c t i v e s  Flathead Nat ional  Fores t  Dra f t  
EIS). 

The e f f e c t s  of t h e  road le s s  a l l o c a t i o n  is t o  maintain t h e  r o a d l e a s .  
resource by e s t a b l i s h i n g  a management o b j e c t i v e  of keeping t h e  a r e a  
roadless .  O t h e r  resources  are managed sub jec t  t o  t h e  primary road le s s  
objec t ive .  Wilderness a t t r i b u t e s  may be  a f f ec t ed  t o  d i f f e r e n t  degrees  
depending on t h e  r e c r e a t i o n  or v i l d l i f e  h a b i t a t  o b j e c t i v e s  of l o c a l  
areas .  Hodi f ica t ion  of n a t u r a l  systems t o  accommodate mul t ip le -use  
ob jec t ives  is most n o t i c e a b l e  vhen t r a i l s .  campsites.  o r  o t h e r  
r e c r e a t i o n  f a c i l i t i e s  are cons t ruc t ed  and maintained. 

Vegetation management p r a c t i c e s  f o r  v i l d l i f e  h a b i t a t  o r  o t h e r  purposes 
may involve prescr ibed  burning. Hotorized equipment. such a s  
chainsavs.  h e l i c o p t e r s ,  motorbikes,  and snonnobiles.  are o f t e n  used t o  
f ac i l i t a t e  cost e f f i c i e n t  management o r  maintenance a c t i v i t i e s  or as 
p a r t  of t h e  r e c r e a t i o n  oppor tun i t i e s .  
uses  a f f e c t  v i l d e r n e a s  a t t r i b u t e s  a t  t h e  t i m e  of implementation, they 
are short-term e f f e c t s  and t h e  v i l d e r n e s s  a t t r i b u t e s  could be easily 
reclaimed by e l imina t ing  t h e  u s e  and allowing vege ta t ion  t o  regrov. 

The nonpriced components are a f f e c t e d  a s  follows: 

- Visual q u a l i t y  vi11 be  r e t a ined .  
- Semiprimitive motorized and nomoto r i zed  and p r imi t ive  r e c r e a t i o n  

o p p o r t u n i t i e s  vi11 b e  maintained. - Grizzly bear  and o t h e r  v i l d l i f e  s e c u r i t y  w i l l  be maintained. 
- Diver s i ty  vi11 be maintained a t  c u r r e n t  or higher  leve ls .  - Water q u a l i t y  and f i s h e r i e s  vi11 be  maintained o r  improved. - Employment and income from woods products  vi11 not  be  provided. - Many nonpriced b e n e f i t s  of v i l d e r n e s s  such a s  s p i r i t u a l  values .  

Although these a c t i v i t i e s  o r  

n a t u r a l  appearance,  gene pool and other 8 c i e n t i f i c  va lues  would be  
provided . 

The road le s s  resource  could be impacted by exp lo ra t ion  and development 
of m i n e r a l  resources .  This  reeource  development is sub jec t  t o  t h e  
General Xining Law. Xinera l  Leasing Lava and related lava and 
regula t ions .  
Federal  mineral  management. The p r o b a b i l i t y  of roading and development 
i n  t h i s  a r e a  i s  remote. 
implemented, i t  would be  i n t e g r a t e d  i n t o  su r face  resource  management t o  
t h e  ex ten t  t h a t  is reasonable.  
i n  t h i s  area is o i l  and gas. 
specu la t ive  and seldom proceeds beyond prel iminary exp lo ra t ion  or 
explora tory  d r i l l i n g .  
w i t h  each s tep .  

The Bureau of Land Management i s  t h e  f i n a l  a u t h o r i t y  f o r  

I f  such development i s  proposed and 

The most probable mineral  development 
O i l  and gas  a c t i v i t y  i s  h ighly  

The p r o b a b i l i t y  of occurrence sharp ly  d iminishes  
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Although these  a c t i v i t i e s  would be mi t iga ted  t o  be  c o n s i s t e n t  wi th  
roadless  management ob jec t ives .  some of t h e  nonpriced components would 
be a f f ec t ed  i n  t h e  f i e l d  development s t a g e  aa  follows: 

- Exis t ing  v i s u a l  cond i t ions  may be  temporar i ly  lowered. 
- In t roduct ion  of roads and exp lo ra t ion  a c t i v i t i e s  adverse ly  a f f e c t  t h e  

- w i l d l i f e  s e c u r i t y  would be  reduced and temporary displacement from 

- Employment and income from t h e  o i l  and gas  resource  would be  

q u a l i t y  of t h e  r e c r e a t i o n  s e t t i n g .  

normal seasonal  ranges may occur. 

provided. 

Designation: Nonwilderness 
Uanagement Emphasis: Uinimum Level 

Uinimum management is a l l o c a t e d  on areas which are no t  needed t o  m e e t  
ob jec t ives  of a l t e r n a t i v e s .  A l t e r n a t i v e s  2 ,  4, 5 and 10 a l l o c a t e  from 
1 t o  3 7  percent  of t h e  area t o  minimum management. 

The e f f e c t  of t h i s  p r e s c r i p t i o n  is t o  "do nothing" except  t o  main ta in  
e x i s t i n g  improvements and resources .  In A l t e r n a t i v e  4 which allocates 
a l a r g e  cont iguous a r e a  t o  t h i s  p r e s c r i p t i o n ,  no developments would 
o c c u r  due t o  s u r f a c e  resources .  A l t e r n a t i v e s  2. 5 .  and 10 allocate 
s m a l l  a r e a s  which are not  contiguous.  The management d i r e c t i o n  may 
provide f o r  roads t o c r o s s  t h e s e  areas t o  support  management o b j e c t i v e s  
of ad jacent  management u n i t s .  The geographic  conf igu ra t ions  of t h e  
a l l o c a t i o n s  i n  each a l t e r n a t i v e  i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  ad jacen t  management 
u n i t s  determine the  e f f e c t s  minimum management may have on wi lderness  
a t t r i b u t e s .  The small  i s o l a t e d  areas a l l o c a t e d  t o  minimum management 
do  not need t o  b e  managed i n  o rde r  t o  achieve  t h e  o b j e c t i v e s  of each 
a l t e r n a t i v e .  A l t e r n a t i v e  4 a l l o c a t e s  s u b s t a n t i a l  r o a d l e s s  a r e a s  t o  
t h i s  p r e s c r i p t i o n  t o  minimize c o s t s  and maximize revenuea. 
a r e  the  lands between t h e  s u i t a b l e  t imberlands and t h e  r idge top  
r e c r e a t  ion t r a i l s .  

The nonpricrd components a r e  a f f e c t e d  as follows: 

- Visual q u a l i t y  w i l l  be  r e t a ined .  - Semiprimit ive motorized and nomoto r i zed  and p r i m i t i v e  r e c r e a t i o n  
o p p o r t u n i t i e s  w i l l  be  a v a i l a b l e  b u t  - Grizz ly  bear  and o t h e r  w i l d l i f e  s p e c i e s  w i l l  have s e c u r i t y  
maintained. - Divers i ty  would tend toward climax spec ies .  - Water q u a l i t y  and f i s h e r i e s  would n o t  b e  a f f e c t e d  by management 
ac t i v  i t i e  s . - Minimum c o n t r i b u t i o n  to  employment and income would r e su l t  as t h e r e  
w i l l  b e  no commodity o u t p u t s  and only  i n c i d e n t a l  r e c r e a t i o n  u8e. - Uany nonpriced wi lderness  b e n e f i t s  may be provided by t h i s  management 
p r e s c r i p t i o n  since only m i n i m u m  c o s t  c a r e  tak ing  a c t i v i t i e s ,  such 
a s  f i r e  p r o t e c t i o n ,  would a f f e c t  t h e  land. 

These a r e a s  

no t  by management design. 

3 .  
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Management Emphasis: W i l d l i f e  

This  management emphasis inc ludes  those areas a l l o c a t e d  t o  g r i z z l y  b e a r  
management and r i p a r i a n / w i l d l i f e .  A l t e r n a t i v e s  2 through 5 ,  9 .  10, 15 
and 16 do no t  a l l o c a t e  any acreage  under these  management 
p re sc r ip t ions .  The remaining 8 a l t e r n a t i v e s  a l l o c a t e  from less than 1 
percent  i n  Alternative 6 t o  67 percent  i n  A l t e r n a t i v e  1. Under t h i s  
management emphasis. conmrodity outputs  or r e c r e a t i o n a l  uae of t h e  land 
i s  subord ina te  t o  managing t h e  n a t u r a l  ecosystems f o r  w i l d l i f e  
hab i t a t .  Development and manipulat ion of vege ta t ion  may be  requi red  t o  
achieve t h e  h a b i t a t  ob jec t ives .  I f  such treatments involve commercial 
timber s tands.  t imber h a r v e s t  volume may be  a byproduct of achieving or 
maintaining h a b i t a t  ob jec t ives .  The timber harves t  i s  scheduled i f  t h e  
p r o j e c t  t rea tments  of l o c a l  h a b i t a t s  involve enough commercial t imber 
s tands  t h a t  r egu la r  pe r iod ic  ha rves t  volume can be predic ted .  

Theae p r e s c r i p t i o n s  a f f e c t  wi lderness  a t t r i b u t e s  d i f f e r e n t l y  than those  
where timber management and economics r equ i r e  development and a 
r e l a t i v e l y  high l e v e l  of human a c t i v i t i e s .  Due t o  w i l d l i f e  s e c u r i t y  
and cover  requirements.  t hese  p r e s c r i p t i o n s  r e q u i r e  a high degree  of 
c o n s t r a i n t  on human a c t i v i t i e s .  The r e s u l t  i s  some reduct ion  i n  
wilderness  a t t r i b u t e s  compared t o  wi lderness  and road le s s  management 
amenit ies .  b u t  l e a s  than management p r e s c r i p t i o n s  w i t h  timber ha rves t  
and roading as f i rm ob jec t ives .  

The nonpriced components a r e  a f f ec t ed  as follows: 

- Visual q u a l i t y  vi11 be  appropr i a t e  t o  the  l o c a l  a r ea  a s  determined 

0 

f o r  i nd iv idua l  management areas .  The most common w i l l  provide 
mod i f  i ca t ion .  

- A high l e v e l  of semipr imi t ive  r e c r e a t i o n  i s  provided. - Grizzly bea r  and o t h e r  w i l d l i f e  spec ie s  w i l l  have a high l e v e l  of 
s ecu r i ty .  

- Diver s i ty  and nongame s p e c i e s  h a b i t a t  would be provided. - Water q u a l i t y  and f i s h e r i e s  h a b i t a t  w i l l  be  maintained or improved. - The p r e s c r i p t i o n s  w i l l  provide some support  of woods products  jobs  
and a high l e v e l  of suppor t  t o  r e c r e a t i o n  indus t ry  employment and 
income due t o  t h e  r o l e  of w i l d l i f e  i n  providing a r e c r e a t i o n  
resource base. 

A l t e rna t ive  1 would maximize p ro tec t ion  and management f o r  g r i z z l y  b e a r  
h a b i t a t  over  most of t h e  a rea .  This  management would permit a c t i v i t i e s  
which would maintain or improve g r i z z l y  bear  h a b i t a t  over  t h e  long tern 
based on complete h a b i t a t  component mapping and ana lys i s .  No 
development would occur  i n  t h e  h igher  e l e v a t i o n  a l p i n e  r i d g e s  and 
b a s i n s  thus.  t h e  r o a d l e s s  resource  would be  preserved f o r  approximately 
75 percent  of t h e  area. 
r e c r e a t i o n a l  uae i n  a r e a s  such as t h e  Chain Lakes a r e a  would no t  be  
encouraged. Future  r e c r e a t i o n a l  use w i l l  be  l imi t ed  i f  c o n f l i c t s  wi th  
bear  management are i d e n t i f i e d .  Development i n  the  s u i t a b l e  t imberland 
a r e a  would proceed very slowly under g r i z z l y  emphasia. 

Due t o  the  g r i z z l y  h a b i t a t  emphasis, 
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P ro jec t ions  eu t imate  timber vould be harvested very  s l o v l y  and 
r o t a t i o n s  would be 180 yea r s  or more. This  management i s  a n t i c i p a t e d  
t o  o f f s e t  a l i k e l y  d e c l i n e  i n  f u t u r e  bear  h a b i t a t  p roduc t iv i ty  due t o  
n a t u r a l  p rocesses  of t imber regrovth,  dec l in ing  huckleberry production 
on old burn a r e a s  and mountain pine b e e t l e  m o r t a l i t y  i n  mature p ine  nut  
producing vhi tebark  p ine  s tands.  The a r e a  a t  high e l e v a t i o n s  vould 
cont inue  t o  appear n a t u r a l  even though vege ta t ive  p a t t e r n s  may be 
cons iderably  inf luenced by man. Where bea r  h a b i t a t  needs r e q u i r e  
conversion of merchantable timber s t ands ,  mod i f i ca t ion  of t h e  land. 
through convent iona l  roading and logging, i s  a n t i c i p a t e d .  
Oppor tuni t ies  f o r  s o l i t u d e  vould l i k e l y  remain very good under g r i z z l y  
management due t o  the  year-long road c l o s u r e s  when they are not  being 
used f o r  h a b i t a t  management purposes and the  lov l e v e l  of a c t i v i t i e s .  

Under t h e  Proposed Action ( A l t e r n a t i v e  11)  and a l s o  under A l t e r n a t i v e s  
12 and 13. t h e  Flathead Nat ional  Fo res t  proposes t o  manage a po r t ion  of 
t h e  Glac i e r  Viev Dis t r ic t  a s  t he  T r a i l  C r e e k  Gr i zz ly  Bear Management 
Area. This  vould inc lude  a l a r g e  po r t ion  of t h e  Thompson Seton 
Roadlesu Area, and would provide an oppor tuni ty  f o r  research  v h i l e  
providing a high l e v e l  of s e c u r i t y  f o r  no t  only t h e  g r i z z l y  bear ,  b u t  
o t h e r  v i l d l i f e  s p e c i e s  a s  w e l l .  

O i l  and gas a c t i v i t y  may occur even though it i s  not  a l loca t ed .  
E f f e c t s  from t h i s  a c t i v i t y  vould be  t h e  same as d iscussed  under t h e  
Roadless Management P resc r ip t ion .  

5. Designation: Nonvilderness 
Uanageoant Emphasis: Timber with beds 

A l t e r n a t i v e s  1 through 8 and 10 through 14  a l l o c a t e  from 3 t o  44 
percent  of t h e  t o t a l  road le s s  a rea  t o  roaded t imber management. The 
consequences of t hese  a l l o c a t i o n s  a r e  a 106s of v i l d e r n e s s  a t t r i b u t e s  
a t  t h e  t i m e  of iuplementat ion of t imber ha rves t  or support  a c t i v i t i e s  
r e q u i r i n g  roads. The r o a d l e s s  resource  and v i l d e r n e s s  a t t r i b u t e s  of 
n a t u r a l  i n t e g r i t y ,  n a t u r a l  appearance,  oppor tuni ty  f o r  s o l i t u d e .  and 
p r i m i t i v e  r e c r e a t i o n  a r e  foregone vhen these  management p r e s c r i p t i o n s  
a r e  implemented. 

The nonpriced components are a f f e c t e d  a s  fol lows:  

- Visual  q u a l i t y  vi11 be  modi f ica t ion  or maximum modi f i ca t ion  vhere  

- Semiprimit ive aonmotorized and wi lderness  r e c r e a t i o n  a t t r i b u t e s  vould 

- Elk s e c u r i t y  and b i g  game hunt ing o p p o r t u n i t i e s  vould be  reduced bu t  

- Diver s i ty  vould be  optimized and nongame v i l d l i f e  vould be  

- Water q u a l i t y  and f i s h e r i e s  vould be adverse ly  a f f e c t e d  but  mi t iga ted  

- Grizz ly  bea r  and gray wolf h a b i t a t  vould be  subopt imal  bu t  mi t iga t ed  

- Local economic s t a b i l i t y  vould be  provided by suppor t ing  t h e  h ighes t  

man's a c t i v i t i e s  w i l l  dominate t h e  landscape. 

be  foregone v i t h i n  50 years .  

mi t iga t ed  i n  t r a v e l  p l ans  depending on local needs. 

maintained. 

according t o  local needs. .- 

according t o  l o c a l  needs. 

l e v e l  of voods products  indus t ry  jobs. 
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These p r e s c r i p t i o n s  provide f o r  a wide range of mult iple-use b e n e f i t s  
both pr iced  and nonpriced. 
road le s s  and wi lderness  a t t r i b u t e s  depends on t h e  s p e c i f i c  l oca t ion  and 
t iming of implementation of t imber management p rac t i ces .  

A l t e rna t ive  6 would have t h e  most immediate e f f e c t s  on t h e  roadless  
resource by access ing  t h e  most a c r e s  f o r  timber management i n  Decade 
1. 
harves t  i n  Decade 1 are east of Nasukoin Hountain i n  t h e  lower 
e l eva t ions  of t h e  Flathead Nat ional  Forea t  por t ion .  
Nat ional  F o r e s t ' s  p re fe r r ed  a l t e r n a t i v e  a l l o c a t e d  t o  timber management 
i n  Decade 1 approximately 600 a c r e s  i n  t h e  Craves Creek a r e a  and 
another  smal le r  po r t ion  i n  t h e  Deep Creek area .  

6. Designation: Nonwilderoess 

The flow of t hese  b e n e f i t s  i n  p l ace  of 

Under t h e  p re fe r r ed  a l t e r n a t i v e  t h e  only a r e a s  accessed f o r  timber 

The Kootenai 

Management Emphasis: Timber Without Roads 

Al t e rna t ives  2 through 4. 8. and 11 through 14 a l l o c a t e  from less than 
1 percent  of t h e  road le s s  area i n  A l t e r n a t i v e  4 t o  4 percent  i n  
Al t e rna t ive  3 towards road le s s  t imber management. 

These a r e  a r e a s  with commercial t imber p o t e n t i a l  on steep, rugged 
t e r r a i n  mostly wi th in  1 mile of a road. 
yarding systems. and no roads would be  cons t ruc ted .  Implementation 
would impact t h e  vege ta t ion  and would no t  reach long d i s t a n c e s  i n t o  
road le s s  a reas .  Since t h e  land i t se l f  would not  be changed, wilderness  
a t t r i b u t e s  could be e a s i l y  reclaimed a f t e r  implementation by v e g e t a t i v e  
regrowth. Implementation would proceed slowly f o r  a l l  a l t e r n a t i v e s  
a l l o c a t i n g  these  p re sc r ip t ions .  Only a few a c r e s  would be  a f f e c t e d  i n  
Decades I and 2. Most a l l o c a t e d  a r e a s  would have harves t ing  by Decade 
5 when economic e f f i c i e n c y  of t h e  p r e s c r i p t i o n  a r e  pro jec ted  t o  be  
bes t .  The p r e s c r i p t i o n  would not  make s i g n i f i c a n t  changes i n  economic 
or s o c i a l  e f f e c t s  u n t i l  Decade 4. when implementation i s  pro jec ted  t o  
increase.  The f i r s t  decade t imber ha rves t  scheduled under t h i s  
p r e s c r i p t i o n  could be r e loca ted  t o  o t h e r  a r e a s  without a f f ec t ed  
ob jec t ives  or outputs  of t h e  a l t e r n a t i v e .  

The nonpriced components a r e  a f f e c t e d  as fol lows:  

- Visual q u a l i t y  o b j e c t i v e s  appropr i a t e  t o  l o c a l  a r eas  w i l l  be p a r t  of 

- Semiprimit ive nonmotorized r e c r e a t i o n  would be provided w i t h  

Logging would employ a e r i a l  

p r o j e c t  des ign  with modi f ica t ion  the  most conrmon VQO. 

wilderness  a t t r i b u t e s  r e t a ined  or recoverable  a f t e r  
implementation. 

- Elk and g r i z z l y  s e c u r i t y  would b e  maintained. - Diver s i ty  of p l a n t  and animal communities would be  maintained or 

- Water q u a l i t y  and f i s h e r i e s  would not  be  a f f ec t ed .  
- Support of l o c a l  employment and income would be less than t imber 

improved i n  t h e  long term. 

roaded due t o  t h e  lower i n t e n s i t y  of t imber management. 

O i l  and gas  a c t i v i t y  would be  l imi ted  t o  seismic surveys.  because a l l  
s lopes  i n  t h i s  management p r e s c r i p t i o n  a r e  g r e a t e r  than 60 percent .  
A l l  a r e a s  leased c o n t a i n  a no-surface occupancy s t i p u l a t i o n .  
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FLATHEAD NATIONAL FOBEST AND KOOTENAI NATIONAL FOBEST - (RARE I1 No. 01482) 

-: 19.820 -: 19,820 

F l a t h e a d  National F o r e s t  17.520 F l a t h e a d  N a t i o n a l  F o r e s t  17,520 
K o o t e n a i  National F o r e s t  2,300 Kootenai National F o r e s t  2,300 

I. DESCRIPTION 

Tuchuck R o a d l e s s  Area is l o c a t e d  i n  t h e  n o r t h  end o f  t h e  F l a t h e a d  
N a t i o n a l  F o r e s t .  3 m i l e s  s o u t h  of  t h e  Canadian b o r d e r .  It  i s  one  of  
s even  r o a d l e s s  areas l o c a t e d  i n  what i s  o f t e n  r e f e r r e d  t o  as t h e  "North 
Fork". The North Fork r e g i o n  l i e s  a d j a c e n t  t o  G l a c i e r  N a t i o n a l  Park 
and is b o r d e r e d  by t h e  North Fork o f  t h e  F l a t h e a d  R i v e r  on t h e  e a s t  and 
the W h i t e f i s h  Mountain Range or Div ide  on t h e  w e s t .  

The F l a t h e a d  N a t i o n a l  F o r e s t  is t h e  l ead  F o r e s t  f o r  t h i s  Road les s  Area 
E v a l u a t i o n .  The K o o t e n a i  N a t i o n e l  F o r e s t  p o r t i o n  l i es  w i t h i n  L i n c o l n  
County,  and t h e  F l a t h e a d  N a t i o n a l  F o r e s t  p o r t i o n  i s  i n  F l a t h e a d  
County. The W h i t e f i s h  D i v i d e  forms t h e  F l a t h e a d  - L i n c o l n  County 
boundary as well as t h e  F l a t h e a d  - Kootena i  N a t i o n a l  F o r e s t  b o u n d a r i e s .  

T h i s  area b o r d e r s  t i m b e r  h a r v e s t  l and  on t h e  n o r t h .  The Thoma - Frozen 
Lake Road on t h e  eas t ,  T r a i l  Creek Road on t h e  s o u t h ,  and t h e  Koo tena i  
National F o r e s t  on t h e  vest .  The s i t e  is a c c e s s e d  by t h e  North Fork 
Road from Columbia F a l l s  and by Craves  Creek Road from t h e  west. 

The area var ies  from 4.800 f e e t  t o  7.751 f e e t  i n  e l e v a t i o n .  Tuchuck 
Mountain ( 7 , 7 2 4  f e e t )  and Review Mountain (7.286 f e e t )  are t h e  tvo 
h i g h e s t  peaks.  Topography c o n s i s t s  of  t y p i c a l  s t e e p .  narrow a l p i n e  
g l a c i a t e d  canyons  v i t h  g l a c i a l  c i r q u e  h e a d w a l l s ,  g l a c i a l  t r o u g h  walls.  
h i g h  e l e v a t i o n  s l a b  r o c k ,  and g l a c i a l  t i l l s .  

The s i t e  i s  d r a i n e d  p r i m a r i l y  by Tuchuck and Thoma Creeks.  There a r e  
s i x  s m a l l  l a k e s  i n  t h e  n o r t h e r n  p o r t i o n  of  t h e  a r e a .  b u t  o n l y  one  i s  
known t o  s u p p o r t  a f i s h  p o p u l a t i o n .  

T h i s  r o a d l e s s  a r e a  h a s  some o f  t h e  most i m p o r t a n t  g r i z z l y  b e a r  h a b i t a t  
on t h e  F l a t h e a d  F o r e s t .  During 1983, t h e  g r a y  wolf a c t i v i t y  i n c r e a s e d  
s i g n i f i c a n t l y  s o u t h  o f  t h e  Canadian/Montans b o r d e r .  A l l  t h e  n e c e s s a r y  
h a b i t a t  componenta f o r  g r i z z l y  b e a r  and g r a y  wolf  a re  r e p r e s e n t e d .  
B i o l o g i s t s  b e l i e v e  t h e  North Fork of  t h e  F l a t h e a d  R i v e r  d r a i n a g e  i s  t h e  
most  l i k e l y  l o c a t i o n  i n  t h e  Rocky Mountains f o r  r e - e s t a b l i s h i n g  a 
v i a b l e  g r a y  v o l f  p o p u l a t i o n .  The area is a l s o  used as summer r a n g e  by 
a he rd  o f  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  50 head of  e l k .  O t h e r  v i l d l i f e  s p e c i e s  p r e s e n t  
i n c l u d e  mule d e e r ,  b l a c k  b e a r .  w h i t e t a i l  d e e r ,  w o l v e r i n e .  t h e  hoary 
marmot. g o l d e n  e a g l e ,  and t h e  lynx. 

Most o f  t h e  area burned  i n  t h e  1910. 1917, and 1929 f i r e s .  The 
predominant  tree s p e c i e s  i n  t h e  burned o v e r  area i s  l o d g e p o l e  p i n e .  
w e s t e r n  l a r c h .  D o u g l a s - f i r .  Engelmann s p r u c e .  and s u b a l p i n e  f i r .  
A l p i n e  f i r .  a l p i n e  l a r c h ,  and v h i t e b a r k  p i n e  ex is t  a t  e l e v a t i o n s  o v e r  
6.000 f e e t ,  b u t  t h e  o v e r a l l  t i m b e r  p r o d u c t i v i t y  o f  t h i s  area is low. 
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W i t h i n  t h e  Tuchuck drainage.  1.592 a c r e s  has been proposed f o r  
des igna t ion  a s  a research  n a t u r a l  a r e a  because of t h e  unique geology 
and  vege ta t ive  community. 

The a rea  is extremely remote and has l imi ted  access  which has r e su l t ed  
i n  l i g h t  use by r e c r e a t i o n i s t s .  Use occurs  mostly during the  b ig  game 
hunting season w i t h  minor amounts of day t r i p s  by h i k e r s  and horseback 
u g e r s .  

11. CAPABlLIn 

A. Natural  I n t e g r i t y  and Appearance 

There a r e  very few impacts a f f e c t i n g  t h e  n a t u r a l  i n t e g r i t y  of t h i s  
area.  Those impacts p re sen t  inc lude  approximately 20 mi l e s  of low 
standard t r a i l .  General ly ,  t h e  appearance of t h i s  a r e a  has been 
influenced by n a t u r a l  p rocesses  w i t h  very l i t t l e  impact by man. 

B. Oppor tuni t ies  f o r  S o l i t u d e  

There a r e  only a few o f f - s i t e  impacts. mostly i n  t h e  form of t imber 
ha rves t s  and roads. Topographic and v e g e t a t i v e  screening  is g e n e r a l l y  
v e r y  good. The Tuchuck a r e a  i s  f a r  from any l o c a l  geographic c e n t e r s  
and t h e r e  is l i t t l e  chance of meeting o t h e r  people wi th in  t h e  area.  

C. P r imi t ive  Recreat ion Oppor tuni t iea  

Because t h e  Tuchuck b a d l e s s  Area is r e l a t i v e l y  small (approximately 5 
miles ac ross )  t h e  a r e a  i s  considered t o  have a low p o t e n t i a l  f o r  
p r i m i t i v e  r e c r e a t i o n ;  however, topographic and v e g e t a t i v e  screening i s  
considered t o  be  v e r y  good. Also included i n  t h i s  a r e a  a r e  s e v e r a l  
l imestone caves providing exp lo ra t ion  oppor tun i t i e s .  

D. Other Fea tu res  

No endangered o r  th rea tened  p l a n t  spec ie s  have been i d e n t i f i e d ;  
however, t h e r e  i s  suppos i t ion  t h a t  some area8  may con ta in  r a r e  p l a n t  
species .  

Spec ia l  geo log ica l  f e a t u r e s  inc lude  l imestone caves  and seve ra l  
s inkholes  ev ident  i n  t he  Thoma Creek dra inage .  

The ad jacent  T r a i l  Creek d ra inage  was used a s  a major t r i b a l  rou te  by 
t h e  Kootenai Ind ians  i n  t h e i r  t r a v e l s  t o  and from t h e  e a s t e r n  p l a i n s  on 
hunting expedi t ions.  

8. Haanageability and Boundaries 

There a r e  no necessary boundary changes t o  be made w i t h i n  t h e  Flathead 
Nat ional  Fo res t  p o r t i o n  of t h i s  a rea .  The boundary i n  t h e  Kootenai 
National Fo res t  i s  reasonably wel l -def ined .  a l though it lacks  s t rong  
topographic f ea tu res .  A p o r t i o n  of t h e  boundary i s  loca ted  along a 
weakly def ined  edge of development (logged spruce  ba ins )  which c r e a t e  
boundary management d i f f i c u l t i e s .  

. 
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Resource P o t e n t i a l s  

The d i s c u s s i o n  t h a t  fo l lows  r e f e r s  t o  resources  p re sen t  w i t h i n  t h i s  
Roadless Area o t h e r  than  t h e  p rev ious ly  d iscussed  wi lderness  resource .  
The c h a r t  on t h e  prev ious  page summarizes t h e  e x i s t i n g  resources  o f  
t h i s  r o a d l e s s  area.  

This a r e a  c o n t a i n s  some of  t h e  b e s t  g r i z z l y  bea r  h a b i t a t  i n  t h e  lower 
48 s t a t e s  and i s  cons idered  very important  for the  recovery of  t h e  
g r i z z l y  bea r  t o  a l e v e l  t h a t  would a l low t h i s  spec ie s  t o  be removed 
from t h e  threa tened  and endangered l is t .  Recent d e s t r u c t i o n  of many of 
t h e  p ine  nut  producing whitebark p ine  trees by t h e  mountain p i n e  b e e t l e  
and regrowth of t imber i n  t h e  1910 and 1929 burn a r e a s ,  a r e  viewed a s  
p o t e n t i a l l y  adverse  t o  f u t u r e  g r i z z l y  bea r  production. Sustained 
product ion of e s s e n t i a l  g r i z z l y  h a b i t a t  components i s  needed from t h e  
a rea  t o  a s s u r e  recovery of t h e  g r i z z l y  bea r  from t h e  threatened s t a t u s .  

T h i s  a r e a  i s  a l s o  cons idered  important  f o r  t h e  recovery of the  
endangered gray  wolf. 

T r a i l  Creek (Yakinikak) and i t a  t r i b u t a r i e s  below the  mouth of  Thoma 
Creek  a r e  c losed  t o  f i s h i n g  due t o  spavning b u l l  t r o u t .  Native 
c u t t h r o a t  t r o u t  i n h a b i t  Tuchuck Creek  and Upper T r a i l  Creek. The 
s t reams wi th in  t h e  Kootenai  Nat iona l  Fo res t  p o r t i o n  may not  suppor t  
h a b i t a t  f o r  f i s h .  however. they a r e  t h e  headwaters t o  Weasel Creek, a 
c u t t h r o a t  stream. Water q u a l i t y  and food organisms from these 
t r i b u t a r i e s  i n f luence  downstream f i s h e r i e s .  Weasel Lake suppor ts  
c u t t h r o a t  and b u l l  t r o u t .  

This a r e a  i s  w i t h i n  t h e  Montana O v e r t h r u s t  Bel t .  The a rea  i s  r a t ed  a s  
having high o i l  and gas  p o t e n t i a l .  There is cont inuous seismic 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  i n  t h i s  a rea .  Hardrock minera l  p o t e n t i a l  is considered 
t o  be low. 

XiIdEL 

Uhitebark p ine  and a l p i n e  l a r c h  are long-lived s p e c i e s  and a r e  major 
s tand components above 6.000 f e e t  i n  e l eva t ion .  I n  1978 t h e  lodgepole 
p ine  and whitebark p ine  i n  t h e  Tuchuck road le s s  a r e a  experienced an 
i n f e s t a t i o n  of mountain p ine  b e e t l e .  Between 1978 and 1982. t h i s  
i n s e c t  has  spread throughout  t h e  overmature lodgepole p ine  end 
whitebark p ine  s tands .  r e s u l t i n g  i n  moderate m o r t a l i t y  throughout t h i s  
road le s s  a rea .  Tuchuck is ad jacen t  t o  Canada. where t h e y  have a l s o  
experienced i n f e s t a t i o n s  of  mountain p ine  b e e t l e  and spruce bark 
b e e t l e .  Extensive sa lvage  logging of  bo th  lodgepole p ine  and Engelmann 
spruce is p r e s e n t l y  occur r ing  on t h e  Canadian s i d e  of t h e  border.  

There a r e  approximately 5,400 a c r e s  of  p o t e n t i a l l y  s u i t a b l e  t imber lands  
included i n  t h e  Flathead p o r t i o n  of  t h e  a re s .  Most of these s t ands  a r e  
on s t e e p  s lopes  and t imber  management c o s t s  a r e  gene ra l ly  high. T h e r e  
are 2,000 acres of  t h e  Kootenai  Nat ional  Fo res t  p o r t i o n  s u i t a b l e  for 
commercial t imber management. 
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Unit Category - Flathead 

17,520 
17,520 

Koo tenni 

2,300 
2,300 

Unit Flathead - Category 

Wildlife - Big Game 
Summer Habitat Acres 0 
Winter Habita t Acres 0 

Kootenai 

Cross Acres 
Net Acres 

Acres 
Acres 0 

0 

Recreation 
Primit ive KVD's 
Semiprim. Nonmotor RVD'S 
Semiprim. Motor. RVD'S 
Roaded Natural RVD'S 

260 
0 
90 
0 

26 
0 
20 
0 

Significant Fisheries 
Stream Miles Miles 4 
Stream Habitat Hab. Ac. 0.5 
Lakes No. 0 
Lake Habitat Hab. Ac. 0 

Range 
Existing Obligated 

Suitable 
Allotments 
AUH'S 

Existing Vacant 

Allotments 
Aun' s 

Proposed 
Suitable 
AW'S 

' Suitable 

Water Developments 
Existing No. 0 0 0 

0 
0 

0 .  
0 
0 

0 
0 

0 
0 
0 

Acres 
No. 
A m '  8 

Acres 
No. 
Am' s 

Minerals 
Hardrock Potential 

Very High 
High 
Moderate 
Low 

Mining Claims 
Oil 6 Gas Potential 

Very High 
High 
Moderate 
Low 

O i l  8 Gas Leases 
Leases No. 
Leased Area 

Acres 
Acres 
Acres 
Acres 
No. 

Acres 
Acres 
Acres 
Acres 

0 
0 
0 

0 

0 
17,520 

0 
0 

17,520 

0 
0 
0 

2,300 
0 Acres 

AUH'S 
0 

2,300 
0 

Timber 
Tentative Suitable Acres 
Standing Volume MBF 

Corridors 
Exist. 8 Potential No. 

Wildlife - T8E 
Grizzly Bear Habitat 

Situation 1 Acres 
Situation 2 Acres 
Situation 3 Acres 

Habi tat Acres 
Gray Wolf 

5.442 
22,978 

2,000 
8,445 0 

1 
1.000 

0 
0 0 0 Acres 

17,520 
0 

. o  

17,520 

2,300 
0 
0 

2,300 

" 0 L. 
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Recrea t ion  uses  incLude p r imar i ly  hunt ing  and f i s h i n g ,  wi th  some use 
from snowmobiling. c ros s -coun t ry  sk i ing .  camping, h ik ing  and horseback 
use along t h e  t r a i l s .  

There are no p r i v a t e  inhold ings  o r  s p e c i a l  u ses  wi th in  t h e  i n t e r i o r  of  
t h i s  a rea .  There i s  no p o t e n t i a l  f o r  domestic grazing.  

B. Management Cons idera t ions  

The a r e a  a s  inventor ied  p r e s e n t s  moderate p r o b a b i l i t y  of success  of  
wi lderness  management. P r o b a b i l i t y  of success fu l  management would be 
increased i f  t h e  a r e a  vere merged v i t h  t h e  Thompson-Seton a r e a  t o  t h e  
south  and H t .  Hefty a r e a  t o  the  no r theas t .  t o  form a more manageable 
wi lderness  u n i t .  Merged or managed sepa ra t e ly .  moderate r i s k s  vould be 
involved i n  con ta in ing  n a t u r a l  f o r c e s  of f i r e  O K  i n s e c t  and d i s e a s e  
outbreaks  v i t h i n  t h e  a reas .  

The a r e a  o f f e r s  ou ts tanding  g r i z z l y  bea r  research  oppor tun i t i e s .  

High c o s t s  and low p r o b a b i l i t y  of  success  is a n t i c i p a t e d  f o r  f u t u r e  
g r i z z l y  h a b i t a t  management needs i f  use of mechanized equipment f o r  
prescr ibed  burning o r  o t h e r  v e g e t a t i v e  t reatment  is foregone under - 
wilderness  management. 

IV. NEER 

A. Proximity t o  des igna ted  Wildernesses  and t o  Popula t ion  Centers  

Refer t o  Table C-1, P a r t s  A and B f o r  proximity da t a .  I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  
the  National Fo res t  Wilderness and Roadless a r e a s  l i s t e d  i n  t h e  t a b l e ,  
t h e  Tuchuck a r e a  i s  loca ted  j u s t  s f e w  miles west of  t h e  1.000,OOO a c r e  
Glac i e r  Nat ional  Park. A Large par t  o f  G lac i e r  Park is c u r r e n t l y  being 
s tudied  f o r  Wilderness c l a s s i f i c a t i o n .  Addi t iona l  road le s s  and 
wi lderness  a r e a s  a r e  a v a i l a b l e  i n  P r o v i n c i a l  Parks  and Forest  lands 
wi th in  100 mi l e s  i n  Canada. The r e l a t i v e l y  small  amount of c u r r e n t  
r e c r e a t i o n a l  u s e  t h e  a r e a  r ece ives  is a t t r i b u t e d  K O  the  f a c t  t h a t  an 
abundance of high q u a l i t y  wi lderness  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  e x i s t  i n  t h e  Fores t  
zone of  i n f luence  along v i t h  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  Tuchuck area  i s  not  we l l  
known i n  popula t ion  c e n t e r s .  C u r r e n t  use is pr imar i ly  from l o c a l  
res iden t 8 .  

8. Contr ibut ion  t o  t h e  Nat ional  Wilderness P rese rva t ion  System. 

There a r e  few v e g e t a t i v e  h a b i t a t  t y p e s .  p l an t  or animal spec ies .  o r  
geologic  types known t o  e x i s t  i n  t h i s  a r e a  t h a t  a r e  not  c u r r e n t l y  
represented i n  e x i s t i n g  v i l d e r n e s s  a r e a s ;  however. a po r t ion  of t h i s  
road le s s  a r e a  has been proposed a s  a Research Natural  Area due t o  i t s  . .  
unique topography. The a r e a  has  n a t i o n a l  s i g n i f i c a n c e  due t o  i t s  
p o t e n t i a l  c o n t r i b u t i o n  t o  g r i z z l y  bea r lg ray  wolf recovery. 0 
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0 Local environmental  groups hsve s t rong  f e e l i n g s  about t h e  wi lderness  
p o t e n t i a l  of t h i s  area.  Their  concerns a r e  l inked t o  t h e  p r o t e c t i o n  of 
the  g r i z z l y  bear .  They b e l i e v e  the  bes t  way t o  p r o t e c t  t h e  bea r  would 
be through wi lderness  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  of the  area.  

The t i m b e r  and o i l  and gas i n t e r e s t s  a l s o  have s t rong  f e e l i n g s  t h a t  
properly c o n t r o l l e d  i n d u s t r i a l  a c t i v i t i e s  can be conducted i n  the  a r e a  
without adverse e f f e c t s  on t h e  bear  and i f  p roper ly  planned, long-term 
b e n e f i t s  t o  b e a r  h a b i t a t  p roduc t iv i ty  could be provided.. ' '  

I n t e n s i t y  of pub l i c  opinion c o n f l i c t  i n  t h i s  area has  been increased  
s ince  t h e  RARE I1 inventory due t o  t h e  continued emergence of t h e  
n a t i o n a l  s i g n i f i c a n c e  of p o t e n t i a l  o i l  and gas  resources  and g r i z z l y  
bear  h a b i t a t .  

Pas t  publ ic  involvement f o r  t h e  1979 RARE I1 study showed t h a t  a l a r g e  
percentage of t hose  responding supported nonwilderness management.:. The 
f i n a l  RARE I1 a l l o c a t i o n  was nonwilderness. i -. :. 

The September 1983,  publ ic  involvement on t h e  c u r r e n t  r o a d l e s s  
inventory on t h e  Tuchuck a rea .  showed t h a t  more than h a l f  of those  
responding favored nonwilderness management. 
roadless  a r e a s ,  Thompson-Seton, Tuchuck. and M t .  Hefty received s i m i l a r  
supports.  
road le s s  a r e a s  is second h i g h e s t  among a l l  Flathead r o a d l e s s  a r e a s -  

The t h r e e  "North End" 

The expressed demand f o r  t imber ha rves t  i n  t h e  "North End" 

V. 

A. 

A breakdown of t h e  land a l l o c a t i o n s  for t he  Tuchuck Roadless Area i s  
displayed i n  t h e  fol lowing Table of t h i s  Appendix f o r  a l l  16 Draf t  
Forest  P lan  Al te rna t ives .  The road le s s  a rea  would be  managed 
d i f f e r e n t l y  i n  the  va r ious  a l t e r n a t i v e s  i n  order  t o  c o n t r i b u t e  
appropr i a t e ly  t o  meeting Fores t  o b j e c t i v e s  in  each case .  The 
a l l o c a t i o n s  a r e  summarized on next page by management emphasis. 

Xanagement P r e s c r i p t i o n  Assignment by Alternative 

.. 
i 
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ALTERNATIVE ALL.OCATION BY LuN*cBwT -IS 

Management Emphasis+ Alternatives (Acres1 11 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 0 
Wilderness 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Roadless 0 14,503 17.418 14.860 19.820 10.970 4,170 0 
(2.3001 (2.300) (300)  . (2.300) 

? n i n i m m  Level 1.800 182 0 968 0 0 0 0 
(1.800) 

Uildlife 
L 

Timber UlRoads 

17.520 0 0 0 0 0 0 17.520 

500 5,135 2,402 3.992 0 8.850 15.650 2.300 
(500) (2.3" (2.300; (2 .000)  (2.300) 

Timber VI0 Roads 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

rota1 19.820 19.820 19.820 19.820 19.820 19.820 19.820 19,820 
(2.300) (2.300) (2.300) (2.300) (2.300) (2.300) (2.300) (2.300) 

S w r y  of Umnagement -hasas 

Dccade 

ROADED 1 0 740 0 0 0 1,040 480 0 
5 2.720 5.317 2,402 4.420 0 8.850 4.481 2,720 

ROADLESS 1 19.820 18.540 19,820 19.820 19.820 18.740 19.340 19.820 - 5 17.099 13.963 16.878 14.860 19.820 10,970 15.399 17.100 

ILDERNESS 1 0 5 
0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

- 11 lncludes the Xootenai National Forest acres allocatad d e r  a s i n i h r  alternative as the Flathead National 
Forest Alternative. Acree in ( are Koot-i National Forest portion. 

The follwing chart displays the co.pari.oll betvmo Rathud National Forest and KWtenai National Forest 
alternatives. 

1 
2 
3 
1 
5 
6 

8 
7m 

9 
10 
I 1  PA 
I?  
15 
14 
15 
16 

H 
G 
J 

Uineral resource development is subject t o  tb. h e r d  mnhg Lu, ninerai Lwsing ~ a v s  
and related lave and regulationa. See Sscrion V. Part B .  of this roadless area vriteup 
for further discussion. 



19.820 
(2.300) 

0 

9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 

0 0 0 0 19,820 19,820 19.820 
(2,300) (2,300) (2.300) 

TiPber Y l h d a  0 

TLPber V I 0  Rosda 0 

Total 19.820 
(2.300) 

S - r y  of HuuncDent E o p h a s  

Uomm 1 0 
5 0 

mmmss I 0 
5 0 

UXIDERNESS 1 19.820 
5 19.820 

19.820 
(2.300) 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

19.820 
(2.300) 

0 
0 

0 
0 

19,820 
19.820 

2.300 0 
(2.300) 

0 0 
.~ 

17.520 17.520 

0 2.300 
(2.3W) 

0 0 

19.820 19,820 
(2.300) (2.300) 

0 0 
2.720 2.720 

19.820 19.820 
17.100 17.100 

0 

0 

17.520 

2,300 
(2.300) 

0 

19.820 
(2,300) 

0 
2.720 

19.820 
17.100 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

19.820 
(2.300) 

0 
0 

0 
0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

19.820 
(2.300) 

0 
0 '. 
0 
0 

0 

0 

19,820 
(2.300) 

'- 0 
0 

0 
0 

0 0 0 19,820 19.820 19,820 
0 0 0 19.820 19.820 19.820 

Includes the Wtaai National Forest area  allocated uder e sidlar slcernncive a. the Flathead National 0 - 11 

* 

Forest Nte-ti'IC. A c w  in ( ) a m  Kootctmi Uatimul Forest portion. 

The following chart displsys the c a q m r l a m ~  batween F h t b u d  Nationrl Fommt and i(oatena1 National Forest 
alternatives. 

1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 4 )  
0 
9 
IO 
I 1  PA 
12 
I3 
14 
IS 
16 

A 
A 
A 
A 
A 
Y 
I 
A 
H 
G 
J 
A 
A 
6 
H 
H 

Mneral resource d e v e l o m c  is subject  to the c.nSral mmimg Ian. I l i m e r a l  rsUing I1M 
and related lewc and rewlationa. Sa Section V, P.R B, of t h i s  madleas area writeup 
for further discussion. 
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8 .  Impacts 

0 1. Designation: Wilderness 

Tuchuck 01482 

tlana~ement &uphasis: Wilderness 

The entire Tuchuck Roadleaa Area is allocated to wilderness under 
Alternatives 9. 10. 14, 15 and 16. 

Wilderness allocation will preserve or enhance wilderness attributes. 
Current uses involving motorized recreation. trail maintenance, 
wildlife habitat improvement. and other uses or facilities not 
compatible with wilderness management would be eliminated. 
harvest would be permitted. and 7.442 acres (total. both Forests) 
available for timber production would be foregone. 

Wilderness allocation would offer not only protection for the 
wilderness attributes of the area but would also provide additional 
security for grizzly bear. 

Highlighting of the area on National maps could result in more 
recreational pres6ure. Also, the option for treating vegetation for 
grizzly habitat component objectives through the use of natural or 
planned ignitions in a Wilderness environment while protecting adjacent 
nonwilderness resources would be expensive. 

Current contracts for oil and gas leases. special uses, or grazing 
would probably be permitted t o  run their course with emphasis on 
contract administration to protect wilderness attributes. 
exploration and development costs will be increased. 
activities in the nonleased portion of the area would be prohibited. 

The nonpriced components are affected as follows: 

No timber 

Oil and gas 
Exploration 

Visual quality would be preserved. 
National Wilderness Preservation System lands will increase. 
Grizzly bear, elk. and other wildlife species would have increased 

Diversity would tend towards climax vegetation but could be 
security. 

maintained near current levels if successful fire management 
programs were implemented. 

~~ 

-Water quality and fisheries quality would be maintained at natural 
levels. - Local employment and income would decrease due to a reduced timber 
base and nonwilderness recreational opportunities. - All nonpriced benefits of wilderness such as spiritual values, gene 
pool, and other scientific values and natural appearance will be 
provided. 

The potential economic benefits of wilderness classification for this 
area are judged to be small due to the abundance of high quality 
wilderness within the Forest along with the low recreational carrying 
capacity of the area. especially in light of grizzly bear habitat 
needs. 
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2.  Designation: Nonwildernesa 
Management Emphasis: Roadless 

Tuchuck 01482 

0 Al te rna t ives  1 through 8 and 11 through 13 a l l o c a t e  from 12 percent  t o  
100 percent  of t he  a r e a  t o  road le s s  management. There a r e  no r o a d l e s s  
a l l o c a t i o n s  made i n  a l t e r n a t i v e s  9 .  10. 14. IS and 16 because t h e  t o t a l  
a r ea  i s  a l l o c a t e d  t o  w i l d e r n e s s .  Under Al t e rna t ives  11, 12 and 13. a l l  
of t h i s  road le s s  a r e a  would be managed a s  p a r t  of t he  T r a i l  Creek 
Grizzly Bear Management Area (Refer t o  C h a p t e r  11. Page 11-25 , 
Al te rna t ive  I 1  Proposed Action, Resource Object ives) .  

The e f f e c t  of t h e  road leas  a l l o c a t i o n  is t o  maintain the  r o a d l e s s  
resource by e s t a b l i s h i n g  a management ob jec t ive  of keeping t h e  area 

objec t ive .  Wilderness a t t r i b u t e s  may be a f f ec t ed  t o  d i f f e r e n t  deg rees  
depending on the  r e c r e a t i o n  or w i l d l i f e  h a b i t a t  o b j e c t i v e s  of l o c a l  
a reas .  Modif icat ion of n a t u r a l  sys t ems  t o  accomodate mult iple-use 
ob jec t ives  is most no t i ceab le  uhen t r a i l s .  campsi tes ,  or o t h e r  
r ec rea t ion  f a c i l i t i e s  a r e  cons t ruc ted  and maintained. 

Vegetation management p r a c t i c e s  f o r  w i l d l i f e  h a b i t a t  or o t h e r  purposes  
may involve p re sc r ibed  burning. Motorized equipment. such a s  
chainsaus,  h e l i c o p t e r s ,  motorbikes.  and snowmobiles, a r e  o f t e n  used t o  
f a c i l i t a t e  c o s t  e f f i c i e n t  management or maintenance a c t i v i t i e s  or as. 
p a r t  of t h e  r e c r e a t i o n  oppor tun i t i e s .  Although these  a c t i v i t i e s  o r  
uses a f f e c t  wi lderness  a t t r i b u t e s  a t  t he  t i m e  of implementation. they 
a r e  short-term e f f e c t s  and t h e  wildernesa a t t r i b u t e s  could be  easi ly  

1 

roadless .  Other resources  a r e  managed sub jec t  t o  t h e  primary r o a d l e s s  \ - 

reclaimed by e l imina t ing  t h e  use  and allowing vege ta t ion  t o  regrow. 

The nonpriced components a r e  a f f e c t e d  as follows: 0 
- Visual q u a l i t y  w i l l  be re ta ined .  
- Semiprimitive motorized and nonmotorized and p r i m i t i v e  r e c r e a t i o n  

- Grizzly bea r  and o t h e r  w i l d l i f e  s e c u r i t y  w i l l  be maintained. 
- D i v e r s i t y  w i l l  be maintained a t  c u r r e n t  or higher  leve ls .  
- Water q u a l i t y  and f i s h e r i e s  u i l l  be  maintained or improved. - Employment and income frcm uood products w i l l  no t  be  provided. - Many nonpticed b e n e f i t s  of wi lderness  such a s  s p i r i t u a l  va lues .  

o p p o r t u n i t i e s  u i l l  b e  maintained. 

n a t u r a l  appearance,  gene pool  and o the r  s c i e n t i f i c  va lues  would b e  
provided . 

The roadlese  resource  could be  impacted by exp lo ra t ion  and development 
of mineral  resources .  This  resource  development is s u b j e c t  t o  t h e  
General Mining Law. Mineral  Leasing Laws and re laced  laws and 
regula t ions .  
Federal  mineral  management. 
i n  t h i s  a r e a  i s  remote. I f  such development is proposed and 

t h e  ex ten t  t h a t  i s  reasonable .  The most probable minera l  development 
i n  t h i s  a r e a  i s  o i l  and gas.  
specu la t ive  and seldom proceeds beyond prel iminary exp lo ra t ion  or 
explora tory  d r i l l i n g .  
with each s t e D .  

The Bureau of Land Management is t h e  f i n a l  a u t h o r i t y  for 
The p robab i l i t y  of roadiog and development 

implemented, it would be  i n t e g r a t e d  i n t o  su r face  resource  management t o  t 

O i l  and gas  a c t i v i t y  is h ighly  

The p r o b a b i l i t y  of Occurrence sha rp ly  d iminishes  
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Although these activities would be mitigated to be consiatent with 
roadless management objectives. some of the nonpriced components vould 
be affected in the field development stage as follows: 

- Existing visual conditions may be temporarily lovered. 
- Introduction of roads and exploration activities adversely affect the 
- Wildlife security vould be reduced and temporarily displacement from 
- Employment and income from the oil and gas resources would be 

quality of the recreation setting. 

normal seasonal ranges may occur. 

provided. 

3. Demignation: Nonvilderness 
Management Emphasis: Minimum Level 

Minimum management is allocated on areas vhich are not needed to meet 
objectives of alternatives. Alternatives 2 and 4 allocate from 1 to 5 
percent of the area to minimum management. 

The effect of this prescription is to "do nothing" except to maintain 
existing improvements and resources. Alternatives 2 and 4 allocate 
small areas which are not contiguous. The management direction may 
provide for roads to cross these areas to support management objectives 
of adjacent management units. The geographic configurations of the 
allocations in each alternative in relation to adjacent management 
units determine the effects minimum management may have on wilderness 
attributes. The small isolated areas allocated to minimum management 
are not needed to be managed in order to achieve the objectives of each 
alternative. 

The nonpriced benefits are affected as follows: 

- Visual quality will be retained. - Semiprimitive motorized and nonmotorized and primitive recreation 
- Grizzly bear and other wildlife species vi11 have security 
- Diversity would tend toward climax species. 
- Water quality and fisheries would not be affected by management 
- Minimum contribution to employment and income would' result as there 
- Many nonpriced vilderness benefits may still be provided by this 

opportunities will be available but not by management design. 

maintained - 
act ivit ies . 
will be no comodity outputs and only incidental recreation use. 

management prescription since only minimum cost care taking 
activities. such as fire protection. vould affect the land. 



4 .  Designation: Nonwilderness 
Management Emphasis: Wi ld l i f e  
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T h i s  management emphasis inc ludes  those a reas  a l l o c a t e d  t o  g r i z z l y  b e a r  
management and r i p a r i a n  v i l d l i f e .  A l t e r n a t i v e s  2 through 7 ,  9 .  10. 14. 
15 and 16 do not a l l o c a t e  any acreage under theae management 
p re sc r ip t ions .  The remaining 5 a l t e r n a t i v e s  a l l o c a t e  a l l  of t h e  
Flathead National Fo res t  p o r t i o n  t o  w i l d l i f e  management. Under t h i s  
management emphasis, commodity outputs  or r e c r e a t i a n a l  use  of t h e  land 
is subordinate  t o  managing t h e  n a t u r a l  ecosystems f o r  w i l d l i f e  
h a b i t a t .  Development and manipulation of vege ta t ion  may be  requi red  t o  
achieve t h e  h a b i t a t  ob jec t ives .  I f  such t reatments  involve commercial 
timber s tands .  timber ha rves t  volume may be a byproduct of ach iev ing  or 
maintaining h a b i t a t  ob jec t ives .  The timber harves t  i s  scheduled i f  t h e  
p ro jec t  t rea tments  of l o c a l  h a b i t a t s  involve enough commercial timber 
s tands  t h a t  r e g u l a r  pe r iod ic  harves t  volume can be  predic ted .  

These p r e s c r i p t i o n s  a f f e c t  wi lderness  a t t r i b u t e s  d i f f e r e n t l y  than those  
where timber management and economics r equ i r e  development and a 
r e l a t i v e l y  high l e v e l  of human a c t i v i t i e a .  Due t o  w i l d l i f e  s e c u r i t y  
and cover requirements ,  theae p r e s c r i p t i o n s  r e q u i r e  a high degree  of 
c o n s t r a i n t s  on human a c t i v i t i e s  r e s u l t  i n  some reduc t ions  i n  wi lderness  
a t t r i b u t e s ,  compared t o  wi lderness  and road le s s  management amen i t i e s  
t h a n  management p r e s c r i p t i o n s  w i t h  t imber ha rves t  and roading as f i rm 
ob jec t  ives .  

The nonpriced b e n e f i t s  are a f f ec t ed  as follows: 

- Visual q u a l i t y  w i l l  be  a p p r o p r i a t e  t o  t h e  l o c a l  a r e a  as determined 
f o r  i n d i v i d u a l  management a reas .  The most common w i l l  p rovide  
mod i f  i c a  t ion. - A high l e v e l  of semipr imi t ive  r e c r e a t i o n  i s  provided. - Grizzly bear  and o t h e r  w i l d l i f e  s p e c i e s  w i l l  have a high l e v e l  of 
s ecu r i ty .  - D i v e r s i t y  and nongame s p e c i e s  h a b i t a t  would be provided. 

- Water q u a l i t y  and f i s h e r i e s  h a b i t a t  w i l l  be  maintained or improved. 
- The p r e s c r i p t i o n s  w i l l  provide some support  of woods products  j obs  

and s high l e v e l  of suppor t  t o  r e c r e a t i o n  indus t ry  employment and 
income due t o  t h e  r o l e  of w i l d l i f e  i n  providing a r e c r e a t i o n  
resource  base.  

A l t e r n a t i v e s  t h a t  a l l o c a t e  100 percent  of t h e  r o a d l e s s  a r e a  t o  w i l d l i f e  
management would maximize p r o t e c t i o n  and mangement f o r  g r i z z l y  b e a r  
h a b i t a t  over  t he  e n t i r e  area. 
which would maintain or improve g r i z z l y  bear  h a b i t a t  over  t h e  long t e r m  
based on complete h a b i t a t  component mapping and ana lys i s .  No 
development would occur  i n  t h e  h ighe r  e l e v a t i o n  a l p i n e  r i d g e s  and 
bas ins .  thus  t h e  r o a d l e s s  resource would be  preserved for approximately 
7 5  percent  of t h e  area. 
r e c r e a t i o n a l  u s e  would no t  be encouraged. Future  r e c r e a t i o n a l  use  w i l l  
b e  l imi ted  i f  c o n f l i c t s  wi th  bea r  management a r e  i d e n t i f i e d .  
Development i n  t h e  s u i t a b l e  t imberland a r e a  would proceed very s lowly 
under g r i z z l y  emphasis. 
very slowly and r o t a t i o n s  would be  180 y e a r s  or more. 
i s  a n t i c i p a t e d  t o  o f f s e t  a l i k e l y  d e c l i n e  i n  f u t u r e  b e a r  h a b i t a t  
p roduc t iv i ty  due t o  n a t u r a l  p rocesses  of timber regrowth, d e c l i n i n g  
huckleberry product ion  on o ld  burn areas. and mountain p ine  b e e t l e  
m o r t a l i t y  i n  mature p i n e  nu t  producing whitebark p ine  s tands .  

This management would permit  ac t iv i t ies  

Due t o  the  g r i z z l y  h a b i t a t  emphasis. 

P r o j e c t i o n s  estimate timber would b e  ha rves t ed  
This  management 

. ”  . 
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The appearance of t he  a r e a  a t  high e l eva t ions  would cont inue  t o  appear 
n a t u r a l  even though v e g e t a t i v e  p a t t e r n s  may be cons iderably  inf luenced 
by man. Where bea r  h a b i t a t  needs r e q u i r e  conversion o f  metchantable 
t imber s tands .  modi f ica t ion  of t h e  land through convent iona l  roading 
and logging i s  a n t i c i p a t e d .  Oppor tuni t ies  f o r  s o l i t u d e  would l i k e l y  
remain very good under g r i z z l y  management due t o  t h e  year-long road 
c losu res .  when t h e  roads are not being used f o r  h a b i t a t  management 
purposes. and t h e  low level  of a c t i v i t y  w i t h i n  t he  area. 

Under t h e  Proposed Action ( A l t e r n a t i v e  11) and a l s o  under A l t e r n a t i v e s  
12 and 13, t h e  Flathead Nat ional  Fo res t  proposes t o  manage a p o r t i o n  of 
t h e  Glac ie r  V i e w  D i s t r i c t  a s  t h e  T r a i l  Creek Gr izz ly  Bear Management 
Area. This  would inc lude  a l l  of t he  Tuchuck Roadless Area, and would 
provide an oppor tuni ty  f o r  research  while  providing a high l e v e l  of 
s e c u r i t y  f o r  t h e  g r i z z l y  bear.  

O i l  and gas  a c t i v i t y  may occur even though it  i s  no t  a l loca t ed .  
E f f e c t s  from t h i s  a c t i v i t y  would be t h e  same a s  d iscussed  under the  
Roadless Management P resc r ip t ion .  

5 .  Designat ion: Nonwilderness 
Management Emphasis: Timber with Roads 

A l t e r n a t i v e s  2 through 4, 6 .  and 7 a l l o c a t e  from 12 t o  7 9  percent  of 
t he  t o t a l  road le s s  a r e a  to roaded t imber management. The consequences 
of t hese  a l l o c a t i o n s  i s  a l o s s  of wi lderness  a t t r i b u t e s  a t  t h e  t i m e  of 
implementation of t imber harves t  or support  a c t i v i t i e s  r equ i r ing  
roads. The road le s s  resource  and wi lderness  a t t r i b u t e s  of n a t u r a l  
i n t e g r i t y .  n a t u r a l  appearance, opportuni ty  f o r  s o l i t u d e .  and p r i m i t i v e  
r e c r e a t i o n  a r e  foregone when these  management p r e s c r i p t i o n s  are 
implemented. 

The nonpriced b e n e f i t s  a f f ec t ed  a r e  a s  follows: 

- Visual q u a l i t y  w i l l  be modi f ica t ion  or maximum modif ica t ion  where 
man's a c t i v i t i e s  w i l l  dominate t h e  landscape. 

- Semiprimit ive nomotor ized  and wilderness  r e c r a t i o n  a t t r i b u t e s  
would be foregone wi th in  50 years. 

- E l k  s e c u r i t y  and b i g  game hunting oppor tun i t i e s  would be  reduced h u t  
mi t iga ted  i n  t r a v e l  p lans  depending on l o c a l  needs. - Diver s i ty  would be optomired and nongame w i l d l i f e  would be 
maintained. - Water q u a l i t y  and f i s h e r i e s  would be adversely a f f e c t e d  bu t  
mi t iga t ed  according t o  l o c a l  needs. 

- Grizz ly  b e a r  and gray wold h a b i t a t  would be suboptimal b u t  
mi t iga ted  according t o  l o c a l  needs. 

- Local economic s t a b i l i t y  would be provided by support ing t h e  
h ighes t  l e v e l  of woods products  indus t ry  jobs. 

These  p r e s c r i p t i o n s  provide for a wilde range o f  mult iple-use b e n e f i t s  
both pr iced  and nonpriced. The flow of these  b e n e f i t s  i n  p l ace  of 
road le s s  and wi lderness  a t t r i b u t e s  depends on the  s p e c i f i c  l o c a t i o n  and 
timing of implementation of timber management p r a c t i c e s .  

A l t e r n a t i v e s  6 and 7 would have t h e  most immediate e f f e c t s  on the  
road le s s  resource  by access ing  the  most ac re s  f o r  t imber management i n  
Decade 1. 
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Three road le s s  a r e a s  on which o t h e r  F o r e s t s  have t h e  lead r e s p o n s i b i l i t y ,  
a r e  not  included i n  t h i s  appendix. They a r e  Maple Peak. PO1141 - 17,000 
a c r e s  t o t a l  ( Idaho  Panhandle), Cube-Iron, 801784 - 38.000 a c r e s  t o t a l  
(Lolo) .  and LeBeau. (101507 - 6200 a c r e s  t o t a l  (F la thead) .  The Kootena i ' s  
sha re  of t hese  a r e a s  is small  and t h e  des igna t ions  proposed by the  
a l t e r n a t i v e s  a r e  not  considered t o  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  e f f e c t  the  resource.  
Detai led d e s c r i p t i o n s  of t h e  a r e a s  and t h e  proposed a c t i o n  can be found i n  
t h e  Draft Environmental Impact Statements  f o r  t h e  Flathead Nat ional  Fo res t  
(LeBeau). t h e  Lolo Nat ional  F o r e s t  (Cube-Iron). and t h e  Idaho Panhandle 
Nat ional  Fo res t  (Maple Peak). These documents can  be obtained by 
reques t ing  a copy from t h e  Kootenai  Nat iona l  F o r e s t  or t h e  r e s p e c t i v e  
f o r e s t .  The des igna t ions  f o r  t h e  a r e a s  on t h e  Kootenai a r e :  

(1,400 a c r e s )  - des igna ted  t o  r o a d l e s s  management in a l l  
a l t e r n a t i v e s  except  H where t h e  d e s i g n a t i o n  i s  proposed wilderness .  
V ic in i ty  map i s  d isp layed  on page C-353. 

- (1,200 a c r e s )  - des igna ted  to r o a d l e s s  management i n  a l l  
a l t e r n a t i v e s  except  H where t h e  d e s i g n a t i o n  is proposed wilderness .  
V ic in i ty  map i s  d isp layed  on page C-354. 

(700 a c r e s )  - des igna ted  f o r  developmental  a c t i v i t i e s  i n  a l l  
a l t e r n a t i v e s  except H where t h e  d e s i g n a t i o n  i s  proposed wi lderness .  and 
A l t e r n a t i v e s  I, J ,  and K where t h e  des igna t ion  is nomoto r i zed  r ec rea t ion .  
V ic in i ty  map is d isp layed  on page C-355. 
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