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This Appendix i s  arranged with the Roadless Areas i n  the same 
order as  they a re  presented i n  the EIS . 
Table of Contents is arranged with the Roadless Areas i n  
alphabetical  order for t he  readers convenience . 
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APPENDIX C 

Inventoried Roadless Area Descriptions and Evaluations 

Introduction 

This appendix discusses each roadless area on the Kootenai t ha t  has been 
studied f o r  wilderness designation. Each discussion includes a descr ipt ion 
of the a rea ,  the resources present ,  current use and public i n t e r e s t ,  how 
each Forest Plan a l t e rna t ive  designated the area,  the e f f e c t s  of each 
a l t e rna t ive  on the roadless a rea ,  and the expected outputs associated wi th  
t h e  area i n  each a l t e rna t ive .  

Summary of Changes t h a t  occurred between the  Draft and Final  EIS 

There were no changes i n  the actual  inventory of t h e  Inventoried Roadless 
Areas between t h e  Draft and Final EIS. There was some new mineral 
po ten t i a l  information received concerning t h e  Scotchman Peak Roadless Area 
and i t  is presented i n  t h a t  roadless area discussion. The Final Plan ( A l t  
JF) recommends 12.000 acres additional wilderness on Pe l l ick  Ridge i n  t h e  
Scotchman Peak Roadless Area and the e f f ec t s  of t h a t  recommendation a re  
discussed i n  t h a t  roadless area discussion. The other  roadless area 
discussions remain the same as presented i n  the Draft EIS. On those 
roadless areas ,  the information and r e s u l t s  f o r  the Proposed Action 
( A l t .  J )  can a l so  be applied t o  the f i n a l  Forest Plan ( A l t .  J F ) .  

Management Area Prescr ipt ion Assimments 

Multiple use management prescr ipt ions were grouped in to  categories 
(management emphases o r  designations) which have s imi la r  impacts on t h e  
wilderness and roadless resources. 
Table C-1 displays these categories and i d e n t i f i e s  t h e  Management Area 
Prescr ipt ions.  

Table C-2 b r i e f l y  describes these Management Area Prescr ipt ions and how 
they can be iden t i f i ed  i n  the Forest Plan Document and map. 

r 
f 
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Table C-1 

4 KOOTENAI NATIONAL FOREST 

A 

f - 

MANAGEMENT ARE3 PRESCRIPTION ASSIGNMENT CATEGORIES 
(Management Emphasis or Designation) 

Designation: 
Wilderness 

Mgmt. Area No. 
a 

....................................... 
Management Area Prescription 

Recommended Wilderness 

Designation: 
Nonwilderness (Roadless) 

Mgmt. Area No. 
29 

..... ........ 

Ma ment A Pres 
Primitive Recreation 

.............. 

tion 

2 Semi-primitive Non-motorized Recreation 
5 Viewing 
24 & 1 Limited Use Areas 

............................................................................. 
Designation: 
Nonwilderness (Some Development) 

Mgmt. Area No. Management Area Prescription 
10 Big Game Winter Range 

.............................................................................. 
Designation: 
Nonwilderness (Developed) 

.. 

Mgmt. Area No. 
11 

Management Area Prescription 
Big Game Winter Range/Timber 

12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 

19 
l a  

............. 

Big Game Summer Range/Timber 
Wildlife/Timber (Old Growth Timber Mgmt.) 
Grizzly/Timber 
Timber Optimization 
Timber/Viewing 
Viewing/Timber 
Minimum Use due to Regeneration Problems 
Minimum Use due to Steep or Unstable Slopes .......................................................... 



Table C-2 
C-3a 

KOOTENAI NATIONAL, FOREST 

MANAGEMENT AREA IDENTIFICATION 

MGMT 

NO. 
GROUP AREA DEFINITION 

__________________--____________________--------------------------------------- 
29 LARGE AREAS OFFERING ROADLESS RECREATION OPPORTUNITIES IN A 

PRIMITIVE SETTING 
2 LARGE AND SMALL AREAS OFFERING ROADLESS RECREATION OPPORTUNITIES 

RECREAT- IN A SEMI-PRIMITIVE SETTING 
ION 3 SMALL NATURAL APPEARING AREAS OFFERING OPPORTUNITIES FOR ROADED 

RECREATION IN A SEMI-PRIMITIVE SETTING 
5 NATURAL APPEARING AREAS CONTAINING HIGHLY SENSITIVE VIEWSHEDS 
6 SMALL AREAS CONTAINING CAMPGROUNDS, PICNIC AREAS, SKI AREAS, ETC. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

WILDER- 7 EXISTING CABINET MOUNTAIN WILDERNESS 
NESS 8 AREAS BEING RECOMMENDED FOR WILDERNESS 

9 TEN LAKES MONTANA WILDERNESS STUDY AREA 
________________________________________---------------------------------------- 

10 BIG GAME WINTER RANGE LOCATED ON UNSUITABLE TIMBERLAND 
WILD- 11 BIG GAME WINTER RANGE LOCATED ON SUITABLE TIMBERLAND 
LIFE. 12 BIG GAME SUMMER RANGE LOCATED ON SUITABLE TIMBERLAND 

'YIMBER 13 SMALL AREAS PROVIDING OLD GROWTH TIMBER DIVERSITY 
& 14 GRIZZLY HABITAT ON SUITABLE TIMBERLAND 

VISUAL 15 SUITABLE TIMBERLANDS MANAGED FOR THE HIGHEST POSSIBLE TIMBER YIELDS 

17 SUITABLE TIMBERLANDS IN A HIGHLY SENSITIVE VIEWSHED 

19 SMALL AREAS THAT ARE STEEP AND COSTLY TO ROAD 

QUALITY 16 SUITABLE TIMBERLANDS IN A MODERATELY SENSITIVE VIEWSHED 

18 SMALL PRODUCTIVE AREAS THAT HAVE IDENTIFIED REGENERATION PROBLEMS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

20 RANGER STATIONS AND WORK CENTERS NEEDED FOR FOREST ADMINISTRATION 
21 UNIQUE OR SPECIAL AREAS INCLUDING RESEARCH NATURAL AREAS 

~PZCIAL 23 POWERLINE TRAN~MISSON CORRIDORS 
& 24 UNPRODUCTIVE LANDS WITH LIMITED USE 

nmm 27 LANDS UNDERGOING ACTIVE EXCHANGE WITH OTHER LANDOWNERS 
30 WATER 
1 PRODUCTIVE LANDS WITH LIMITED USE 

c 
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REGIONAL WILDERNESS OPPORTUNITIES and PROXIMITY t o  ROADLESS LANDS 
on the KOOTENAI NATIONAL FOREST-in a i r  m i l e s  

- WILDERNESS - Gospel Hump 

Hells Canyon 

Selway Bi t te r root  

I 

f 

Rattlesnake 

Scapegoat 

Welcome Creek 

Anaconda P in t l a r  

Gates of t h e  
Mountains 

Cabinet Mountains 

Mission Mountains 

Great Bear 

Bob Marshall 

Absaroka-Beartooth 

Red Rock Lake 

Lee Metcalf 

LOCATION 
Central Idaho 

Central Idaho 

Central Idaho 
Western Montana 

Western Montana 

Western Montana 

Western Montana 

Western Montana 

Western Montana 

Western Montana 

Western Montana 

Western Montana 

Western Montana 

South Central 
Montana 

Northeastern 
Montana 

Southwestern 
Montana 

ACRES 
206,000 

84,000 

1,089,000 
251,000 

300, ooo 

240,000 

28,000 

158,000 

29,000 

94,000 

74,000 

287,000 

1,009,000 

922, ooo 

32,000 

259,000 

DISTANCE 
190 

200 

150 
200 

120 

150 

150 

190 

220 

0 

90 

120 

120 

320 

320 

220 

.............................................................................. 
SUMMARY: Total Wilderness less than 100 miles from 2 Areas 

Kootenai National Forest roadless areas: 168,000 Acres 

Total wilderness 100-200 miles from 9 Areas 
Kootenai National Forest roadless areas:  3,273,000 Acres 

Total wilderness 200-300 miles from 2 Areas 
Kootenai National Forest roadless areas:  343,000 Acres 

Total wilderness 300-400 miles from 2 Areas 
Kootenai National Forest roadless areas:  954,000 Acres 

TOTAL AREAS - 15 TOTAL ACRES - 4,378,000 
.............................................................................. 
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KOOTENAI & IDAHO PANHANDLE NATIONAL FORFSTS 

Scotchman Peaks - 01662 State: Montana and Idaho 

N e t  Acres ------ _ _ _ _ _  _ _ _ _ _  Gross A c r e s  ---- 
T o t a l  Montana Idaho T o t a l  Montana Idaho 

T o t a l  Area 86.250 64.580 21,670 83.740 64.280 19.660 

Kootenai _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  52.400 51.900 500 51.900 51.400 500 
Idaho Panhandle -- 33.850 12.680 21.170 31,840 12,680 19,160 

I. Descr ip t ion  

No Changes occurred i n  t h i s  s e c t i o n  between t h e  D r a f t  and F i n a l  E I S  

The Scotchman Peaks roadless  area is loca ted  i n  t h e  southwest corner  o f  t he  
Kootenai Nat ional  Fo res t  i n  western Lincoln and Sanders Counties ,  Montana, and 
no r theas t  Bonner County, Idaho, s i t u a t e d  on t h e  Idaho-Montana border  between 
the  Kootenai and Clark Fork Rivers .  The area extends i n t o  t h e  Idaho Panhandle 
Nat ional  Fo res t  (33,849 acres). 
Highways 200 and 56 l ead ing  t o  s e v e r a l  t r a i l s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  t h e  Ross Creek 
T r a i l  i n  t h e  mid-portion and onto P e l l i c k  Ridge i n  t h e  i n  t h e  sou theas t  
corner .  T r a i l s  are a l s o  p re sen t  i n  S t a r  and Napolean Gulches, l ead ing  t o  
Squaw Peak on P e l l i c k  Ridge and i n  Spar and Cub Creeks on t h e  nor thern  t i p .  
On t h e  Idaho s i d e ,  a few t ra i l s  provide access i n t o  t h e  area. 

The a r e a  i s  surrounded by Fores t  developments such as roads and clearcuts. 
p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  t h e  nor thern  p o r t i o n  and by p r i v a t e  l ands  along S t a t e  Highways 
56 and 200. 

Discussions of geography, topography, and vegeta t ion  inva r i ab ly  inc lude  
d e s c r i p t i o n s  of t h e  area's rugged a lp ine  scenery l e f t  by g l a c i e r s .  
some of t h e  most classic examples of g l a c i a l  c i rques  found i n  t h e  reg ion  
dominate t h e  upper reaches of Ross Creek. 
g l a c i a t i o n  are p a r t i c u l a r l y  s t r i k i n g  i n  t h e  Savage Creek area. 
d r a i n i n g  t h e  Scotchman area are Ross, Spar and Blue Creeks. 
a deep canyon from L i t t l e  Spar Lake t o  Spar Lake. 
only named water body i n  t h e  area although s e v e r a l  a l p i n e  potholes  o r  ponds 
are s c a t t e r e d  throughout t h e  rocks along t h e  main d iv ide .  (Lightning Creek 
d r a i n s  much of t h e  west s i d e ,  i n  t h e  Idaho Panhandle N.F., i nc lud ing  t h e  no r th  
f ace  of Scotchman Peak. S teep ,  timbered breaks c h a r a c t e r i z e  t h i s  s t r e t c h  of 
Lightning Creek, where t h e  e l eva t ion  changes a dramatic  4.500 feet i n  less 
than two miles on t h e  s lopes  of Scotchman Peak) .  

J u s t  over  t h e  headwalls of the  deep c i rques  i n  Ross Creek, h i l l s i d e s  o f  a l p i n e  
vege ta t ion  s l o p e  i n t o  the  West Fork Blue Creek while t h e  backsides  of 
d i s t i n c t i v e  Sawtooth and B i l l i a r d  Table Mountains d r a i n  through s i d e  h i l l  
parks  and w a t e r f a l l s  t o  t h e  East  Fork of Blue Creek. 
South Fork Ross Creek curves through green meadows and rock s l i d e s  t o  meet the  
main Ross Creek. The scoured headlands of Ross Creek are soon l o s t  i n  s t ands  
of large cedar ,  hemlock and white p ine ,  as t h e  c reek  tumbles through what i s  

Access t o  t h e  area i s  provided by S t a t e  

Perhaps 

Other d i s p l a y s  of t h e  deep 
Major streams 

Spar Creek forms 
L i t t l e  Spar Lake i s  t h e  

The U-shaped v a l l e y  of 
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Scotchman Peak 01662 

often a tangle of moss-covered boulders and d e v i l ' s  club on its way t o  the 
scenic Ross Creek Cedar grove below. 

Pel l ick Ridge, with its summit of Squaw Peak, t i p s  rocky south slopes nearly 
4,000 f e e t  i n t o  the Clark Fork and lower Bull River valleys.  
almost continuous canopy of trees cover t h e  cooler north aspects of Pe l l ick  
Ridge i n  Napoleon and Lower S ta r  Gulches. 
Hamilton Gulch, shows much of its bedrock a t  the surface.  

The area supports numerous wi ld l i fe  including e lk ,  deer,  bighorn sheep, and 
gr izz ly  bear. Most of Scotchman Peaks is gr izz ly  habi ta t .  Scenic a t t r ac t ions  
include Sawtooth and B i l l i a r d  Table Mountains and Scotchman Peaks. V i e w s  from 
Pel l ick  Ridge include Lake Pend Oreille t o  the west, the Bi t te r root  Mountains 
t o  the south,  the Cabinet Mountain Wilderness t o  the e a s t ,  and excel lent  views 
of the B u l l  River and Clark Fork Valleys. 

Use of t h e  area consis ts  of hiking, cross country sk i ing ,  and roadless 
hunting, and is characterized as l i g h t  t o  moderate i n  in t ens i ty .  Some 
snowmobile use has been occurring i n  the Dr i f t  Peak area,  on the northern 
portion of the roadless area boundary. 

I n  cont ras t ,  an 

Upper S ta r  Gulch, l i k e  neighboring 

11. Capabili ty 

No Changes occurred i n  t h i s  sec t ion  between the Draft and Final  EIS  

A. Natural In t eg r i ty  and Appearance 

Within the present roadless area boundary, the na tura l  i n t e g r i t y  and 
appearance is very high. Other than a f e w  remnants of o ld ,  log  trapper 
huts ,  the only man-made s t ruc tu re  i n  the area is the Squaw Peak Lookout. 
Evidence of pas t  mining a c t i v i t i e s  has been reduced s ign i f i can t ly  by 
weathering and vegetation. 

There are r e l a t ive ly  few miles of constructed t r a i l  i n  t h e  area,  considering 
the l a rge  s i z e ,  and no constructed recreation sites. L i t t l e  Spar L a k e  is 
the only area having enough concentrated recreation use t o  v i s ib ly  show the 
s igns of wear. 

B .  Opportunities f o r  Sol i tude 

Through much of the area, opportunities f o r  so l i tude  a re  numerous. The 
north cen t r a l  sect ions of Ross and Blue Creeks i n  pa r t i cu la r  have deep 
val leys  covered w i t h  l a rge  old growth cedar, hemlock and white pine,  sharply 
defined cirque basins ,  and heavily vegetated r ipar ian  zones. These 
screening fac tors  coupled with a d i s t i n c t  lack of concentrated recreat ion 
use provide opportunites for  a very primitive recreation experience. I n  
ex is t ing  western wilderness the shorelines of a lpine lakes with f i s h  and 
mainline access trails concentrate users,  making a p r i m i t i v e  experience 
d i f f i c u l t .  Recreation use is well dispersed i n  the Scotchman area ,  as there 

I 
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are no mainline access t r a i l s  and only one lake with f i sh .  
Ridge t r a i l  is over 10 miles long, but does not have a dest inat ion of 
concentrated use .  Much of the t rave l  i n  the area i s  crosscountry both 
summer and winter, with qua l i ty  backcountry hunting f o r  e lk ,  deer,  and goats 
i n  the f a l l .  

The Pe l l ick  

r 
i 

C. Primitive Recreation Opportunities 

The rugged country and lack of recreation access provides a challenge for  
the v i s i t o r  f o r  a t r u e  wilderness experience. Bow hunting fo r  e lk  and deer 
and s k i  mountaineering a re  a l so  challenges people now experience i n  the 
area.  

D. Other Features 

There a re  several  special  features  i n  the Scotchman Peaks area.  One 
important one i s  its wide range of wi ld l i fe  species: from the bighorn sheep 
i n  the Pel l ick ridge area t o  goats ,  gr izzly bears and s ign i f i can t  e lk  herds  
i n  the Ross Creek-Blue Creek areas. Ross Creek contains some of the l a rges t  
western red cedar, western white pine,  western hemlock and mountain hemlock 
remaining on the Forest. The strongly glaciated topography of the upper 
basins is another special  feature.  

E. Manageability and Boundaries 

The Scotchman Peaks roadless area was evaluated fo r  wilderness i n  the 1979 
RARE I1 Final EIS. The EIS recommended wilderness fo r  24,553 acres on t h e  
Kootenai Forest (24.047 i n  Montana and 506 acres i n  Idaho) and f o r  22,338 
acres on the Idaho Panhandle Forest (12,680 i n  Montana and 9.658 acres i n  
Idaho). 
The acres have changed s l i g h t l y  because of recalculation. 

Since 1979, the boundaries of t h e  area have remained unchanged. 

G r o s s  N e t  
A c r e s  A c r e s  

Total Area 86000 84190 1979 RARE I1 EIS 
Kootenai Forest 52600 52100 
Idaho Panhandle 33400 32090 

Total Area 86250 83740 1983 roadless inven. 
Kootenai Forest 52400 51900 
Idaho Panhandle 33850 31840 

The Squaw Peak lookout i s  the only man-made s t ruc tu re  tha t  cons t i tu tes  a 
nonconforming use but its presence does not de t rac t  from the wilderness 
qual i ty  of t h e  area. There are about 1.800 acres of pr iva te  lands t h a t  
could cause poten t ia l  conf l ic t s  with wilderness. 
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A considerable portion of the Kootenai National Forest portion of the 
Scotchman Peaks area has remained roadless t o  the very perimeter of its 
landform, making much of the area idea l  i n  terms of boundary management. 
This boundary could be enhanced fur ther  with the inclusion of some older 
spruce logging areas such as  those i n  Dry Creek. The roadless area i n  i t s  
en t i r e ty  is of a s i z e  and configuration which, should it become wilderness, 
should be r e l a t ive ly  easy t o  manage. 

The Idaho portion of the area has boundaries which a re  f a i r l y  w e l l  defined 
on major t e r r a i n  o r  other  recognized features .  Exceptions t o  t h i s  occur 
along Lightning Creek and along the southern boundary which borders pr iva te  
lands. Two sect ions of pr iva te  land l i e  within the roadless area boundary 
along the southern edge. 
Peak, the highest  peak i n  the roadless area. Recommendations made during 
the RARE I1 study included excluding the "fingers" of wilderness tha t  
protruded i n t o  the developed areas which would enhance t h e  so l i tude  
opportunities but reduce the wilderness acres.  

Conflicts with the pr iva te  land ins ide  t h e  proposed boundary along the 
southern edge could.be avoided by purchase or  t rade f o r  these pr iva te  
lands. Boundary adjustments t o  exclude the pr iva te  lands would be very 
d i f f i c u l t  i f  the  i n t e g r i t y  of the proposed wilderness area were t o  be 
maintained. 

The pr iva te  lands are within one m i l e  of Scotchman 

111. Avai lab i l i ty  

A. S igni f icant  Resource Poten t ia l s  

Summary of Changes between the Draft and Final  EIS 

More recent information on mineralization i n  the S ta r  Gulch area on Pel l ick 
Ridge has shown the area t o  be of a lessor  economic importance than 
previously rated.  No changes occurred i n  Recreation, Wildlife and Fish,  
Timber, Cultural  Resources o r  Special Considerations. 

1. Recreation 

The area has the poten t ia l  t o  provide 15.600 R V D ' s  of wilderness 
recreat ion.  Snowmobile use is occurring around the Dr i f t  Peak area.  
Current recreat ion use is estimated t o  be 6,000 R V D ' s  per year. 

2. Wildlife and Fish 

Habitat i n  the area supports e l k ,  mule and whi te ta i l  deer,  bighorn sheep, 
goats and gr izz ly  and black bear. Most of the area is important gr izz ly  
hab i t a t .  Wildlife management i n  t h e  form of burning, i s  considered most 
des i rab le  i n  the b ig  game w i n t e r  range along the south face of Pel l ick 
Ridge. 

h 
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L i t t l e  Spar Lake, a cut throat  t rou t  lake,  is i n  t h i s  area as  a re  numerous 
t r i bu ta r i e s  t ha t  flow i n t o  e i t h e r  Bu l l  Lake, Bull River, o r  Noxon 
Reservoir. Some of the more important streams are Ross Creek, a 
cutthroat-brook t r o u t  creek, and Blue Creek, a poor t o  f a i r  cut throat  
t rou t  stream. Stream bottoms are generally qu i t e  brushy which results i n  
very l i t t l e  f i sh ing  pressure. 

3. Timber 

There are 34,000 acres of ten ta t ive ly  su i tab le  timberland capable of 
producing at  l e a s t  20 cubic f e e t  per acre per year of timber growth. Much 
of t h i s  timberland is located on t h e  eastern portion (Pe l l ick  Ridge) of 
the roadless area.  Approximately 90% of the ten ta t ive ly  su i t ab le  
timberland i s  located on slopes greater  than 55%.  
be d i f f i c u l t  and cost ly  and logging w i l l  require the use of cable and 
hel icopter  yarding methods. 

Road construction w i l l  

4. Minerals 

Minerals invest igat ions by t h e  U.S. Geological Survey and t h e  U.S. Bureau 
of Mines indicate  tha t  the potent ia l  f o r  the discovery of economic 
copper/silver deposits wi th in  the Ross Point area and the S ta r  Gulch area 
of Pel l ick Ridge i s  very high, s imilar  t o  t h e  Troy Mine on M t .  Vernon 
immediately t o  the north (Asarco). 
the mineral po ten t ia l  is considered medium t o  low. 
poten t ia l  i s  considered moderate. 

In  the remainder of the roadless area,  
The o i l  and gas 

Summary of Changes between the Draft and Final EIS 

The S ta r  Gulch area of Pel l ick Ridge is adjacent t o  mineralized zones w i t h  
a High-Very High potent ia l  f o r  silver/copper deposits.  Some of these 
deposits a r e  current ly  being mined at Asarco's Troy mine a t  M t .  Vernon, 
and S ta r  Gulch was regarded as  having a s imi la r  mineral po ten t ia l .  
Although silver/copper mineralization i s  present i n  the S t a r  Gulch area,  
recent f i e l d  invest igat ions including core d r i l l i n g  ind ica te  tha t  the 
grade and tonnage of t h e  mineral material i s  less favorable than 
previously estimated. 
S t a r  Gulch area i s  now considered t o  be moderate. 
about 1,000 acres and has been adjusted on Table 1. 

The potent ia l  for  si lver/copper deposits i n  t h e  
The area affected is 

5. Cultural  Resources 

Cultural  resources i n  the area include several  h i s t o r i c  s i t e s  including 
the Squaw Peak Lookout, t h e  remains of a ten t  camp a t  Ross Point,  6 mining 
a d i t s  and p i t s ,  and 2 other mining remains. 
p reh is tor ic  s i t e s  i n  t h e  area and the probabili ty of sites occurring is  

There are no known 
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considered low, except i n  t h e  Ross Creek drainage bottom where t h e  
probabi l i ty  i s  moderate t o  high. T h i s  i s  based on surveys done i n  s imilar  
areas. 

6. Special  Considerations 

The Scotchman Peaks area contains a Western Red Cedar poten t ia l  Research 
Natural Area i n  Ross Creek, and a t  a small lake near Scotchman Peak No. 2 .  

B .  Other Resources 

No Changes occurred i n  t h i s  sec t ion  between the  D r a f t  and Final  EIS 

1. Range 

There a r e  no grazing allotments i n  the area and grazing poten t ia l  i s  a l l  
t rans i tory .  

2. Water 

Average annual prec ip i ta t ion  is very high, varying from 33 t o  lo5 inches 
depending on the elevation and proximity t o  the watershed divide.  Average 
annual runoff f o r  the area var ies  from 12 t o  60 inches, varying again with 
elevat ion and with aspect. The only deviation i n  the p r i s t i n e  water 
qua l i ty  t o  be found i n  t h i s  area would be background or na tura l  sediment 
l eve l s  during high runoff events. 

C. Resource Information 

Summary of Changes between the Draft and Final  EIS 

The following Table displays resource information within the Scotchman Peak 
roadless area. The only changes tha t  occurred between the Draft and Final 
E I S  were i n  the Hardrock Mineral Potent ia l  category and represented a 
difference of 1.000 acres  less i n  the Very High Mineral Potent ia l  and 1,000 
acres more i n  the Moderate Mineral Potent ia l .  

. 
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. Category Unit Total Area Kootenai NF Idaho Panhandle NF 
Gross Acres Acres 86250 52400 11850 

51900 a3740 Net Acres Acres - 
Recreation 

Semiprim. Nonmotor. RVDs 

Range 
Sui table  Acres Acres 
AUMs AUMs 

Timber 
Tentative Sui table  Acres 
Standing Volume MMBF 

Corridors 
Existing & Potent ia l  No. 

Wildlife - T&E 
Grizzly Bear Habitat 

S i tua t ion  1 Acres 
Si tuat ion 2 Acres 
S i tua t ion  3 Acres 

Summer Range Total  Acres 
Winter Range Total  Acres 

Wildlife - Big Game 

Signif icant  Fisheries 
Stream Miles Miles 
Stream Habitat Acres 
Lakes No. 
Lake Habitat Acres 

Existing No. 
Water Developments 

Minerals 
Hardrock Potent ia l  

Very High 
High 
Moderate 
Low 

Mining Claims 

O i l  

O i l  

& Gas Potent ia l  
Very High 
High 
Moderate 
LOW 

Lease Applications 
Acres Applied For 

& Gas Leases 

6500 

0 
0 

34300 
602 

0 

69800 
13100 

25100 

0 

2450 

9 
5 
1 

51 

1 

3500 
7100 
55700 
17400 
816 

83700 

20 
51900 

6000 

0 
0 

24100 
384 

0 

41100 
9900 

0 

25100 
2100 

4 

1 
51 

0 

- 

3500 
700 

39900 

800 
9000 

51900 

20 
51900 

500 

0 
0 

10200 
218 

0 

28700 
3162 

0 

- 
350 

5 
5 
0 
0 

1 

0 
6400 
15800 
8400 
16 

31800 

- 
- 
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D. Management Considerations Scotchman Peak-01662 

No Changes occurred i n  t h i s  sec t ion  between the D r a f t  and Final  EIS 

1. Land U s e  Authorizations 

There are no spec ia l  uses. 

2. F i r e  

The area has had low f i r e  occurrance (8 f i r e s  i n  the l a s t  20 years ) .  
f u e l s  s i t ua t ion  is considered predominantly dense conifers  w i t h  downed, 
woody materials as  ground fue ls .  

The 

3.  Insect and Disease 

Except fo r  some mature lodgepole pine stands i n  the area of Dry Bench, 
there  are no high r i s k  stands nor i s  there  insec t  o r  disease a c t i v i t y  i n  
the area.  

4. Non-Federal Lands 

There are about 500 acres of pr iva te  lands located adjacent t o  S ta t e  
Highway 56 i n  Montana and about 2000 acres i n  Idaho. 
pr iva te  land i n  Idaho i s  being acquired by the Forest Service.)  

(1,800 acres of the 

IV. Need 

No Changes occurred i n  t h i s  sec t ion  between the D r a f t  and Final  EIS 

A. 

Although the Scotchman roadless area is  j u s t  across the Bull River val ley ( 3  
miles) from the Cabinet Mountains Wilderness, it would serve a d i f f e ren t  
purpose were i t  t o  become wilderness. In  recent years the Cabinets a r e  
receiving rapidly increasing numbers of v i s i t o r s .  These v i s i t o r s  tend t o  
concentrate i n  the numerous lake basins. This, coupled with mineral 
exploration a c t i v i t y ,  i s  put t ing  tremendous pressure on the Cabinet 
Mountains wilderness qua l i t i e s .  
recreat ion fea tures ,  Scotchman would make a s ign i f icant  contribution t o  the 
wilderness system simply by being wild and less used, avai lable  t o  those 
v i s i t o r s  looking f o r  a t r u l y  wild experience, which i s  becoming d i f f i c u l t  
during the  popular summer months i n  the  Cabinet Mountains Wilderness. 

The Scotchman Peaks roadless area is less than 100 miles from Coeur d'Alene. 
Idaho and Spokane, Washington on the west, 25 miles from Libby, Montana on 
the east, and 150 miles from Missoula. Montana t o  the south. 

Proximity t o  Other Wilderness and to  Population Centers 

As a rugged area with less spectacular 

. 

c 

. 
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B. 

This area is representative of the Cabinet-Yaak grizzly bear ecosystem which 
is uncommon in the existing wilderness system. 

Contribution to National Wilderness Preservation System 

C. Public Interest 

Much interest has been expressed about Scotchman Peaks throughout the last 
decade, generating altogether more support for wilderness than any other 
area on the Kootenai National Forest. During the RARE I1 public review, 
over 6200 comments were received, 75 percent of which expressed support for 
wilderness in Scotchman Peaks. Opposition to a wilderness classification 
stemmed from concern for the timber and mineral values in the area. The 
RARE 11 recommendation for Scotchman was wilderness. The Montana Wilderness 
Association's Alternative "W" (1978) recommended that Scotchmans be 
wilderness. 

About 41.000 acres of the Scotchman Peaks roadless area have been 
recommended for wilderness as part of the Montana Wilderness Bill proposal 
of June, 1984. The Governors recommendation also included wilderness 
(46.000 acres). 

V. Alternatives and Environmental Consequences 

Summary of Changes between the Draft and Final EIS 

The Final Plan (Alt.JF) recommends an additional 12.000 acres for wilderness 
on Pellick Ridge. This additional area was previously designated as roadless 
management (10,000 acres) and big-game winter range (2,000 acres) in the 
Proposed Plan (Alt. J). About half of this additional 12.000 acres (6.400 
acres) was suitable timberland. Mineral exploration opportunity will be 
reduced by 12.000 acres as a result of this additional wilderness 
recommendation. 

A. 

Multiple use management prescriptions were grouped into categories 
(management emphases) which have similar impacts on the wilderness and 
roadless resources. The following table displays how the roadless area 
acreage was designated in each alternative. 
management emphasis further defines the rate of development that is expected 
to occur in some alternatives as well as the future disposition of the 
inventoried roadless area. 

Management Prescription Assignment by Alternative 

In addition, the summary of 



Table 2. Management Emphasis by Al ternat ive  for  g o h h m a n  Peaks Roadless Area, Kmtena i  2nd Idaho Panhandle National Forests. 3-14 

ALTERNATIVES iM Acres1 

Kmtenai  Nat ional  Forest  A B C D E F G H I J : J F  : K L 11 N 0 
ldaho Panhandle Nat ional  Forests 2 4 6 1 5 2 10 3 8 11 : 13 : 12 2 2 2 9 

HANAGEIIENT DIpwlS I$ 
Nonwiiderness (Roadless) 

Pr i i,, i t i ve/Semi p r  i m i  ti ve 
Recreat ian,  'lien'i "9. 
!.'ir.inum Use -.-@as 

;:ootcnn i : 33.2 1.2 7.5 3.5 0.8 30.4 0 0 3.5 10.6 : P.6 : 1 9 . 5  21.4 32.5 33.3 2j.3 
ldaho Panhandle 1:F: 22.7 4.1 $.1 5.6 9.3 22.1 0 0 5.3 6.9 : 5.9 : 5.9 22.7 22.7 22.1 1.1 

Noneilderness i b  Develooment) 

?!i id1 i f e  endlor 
Vier ing Ikmagement, 
;:ininurn Usc / , rczs  due to 
st9rp Slopes, or 
Ragenoration 
Pro5 I ems 

::ootenai : 18.8 2 . 2  15.6 0 2.0 21.7 0 0 .8 4.3 : 4.3 : 4.3 73.1 19.1 18.8 0 
ideho Panhandle NF: 9.1 5.2 5.2 3.7 0 9.1 0 0 4.0 2 . 3 :  2.3 : 2.3 9.1 9.1 9.1 1.6 

Uilderness 
Recamnded 'Vi I derness 

1:aotena 1 0 48.3 28.9 48.3 49.3 0 51.9 51.9 41.5 24.2 : 36.2 : 24.2 0 0 0 28.9 
Idaho Panhandle 0 22.5 22.5 22.5 22.5 0 31.8 31.8 22.5 22.5 : 22.5 : 22.5 0 0 0 22.5 .............................................................................................................................................................. 

Sunmary of Hanagwent Emphasis: 

Nonwliderness 
h e l o , &  - pQG.&&.l: 

i:ootena i : .3 0 0 0 0 .9 0 0 0 0 :  0 :  0 .e .3 .3  0 
1Gaho Panhandle IIF: 3.1 2.3 1.8 1.3 1.0 3.7 0 0 . 5  2 . o : z . o :  . 4  3.1 3.7 3.7 2.0 

k u :  
::ootenai: 1s.e 2 .2  15.5 0 2.0 21.7 0 0 C 5.3 : 4.3 : ;.3 ?3.1 10.7 18.8 0 

Idaho Panhandle i!F: 9.1 5 . 2  5.2 3.1 1.0 9.1 0 0 5.3 i . 3 : 2 . 3 : 3 . 3  9.1 9.1 9.1 2 . 5  

Eo-- &a&: 

ldahs Pznhandle >!F: 26.1 1.0 1.5 ?.'I 0.3 28.1 0 o n . e  i . : : i . 3 : e . g  28.1 28.1 2e. i  7.3 
C'lcadc: 
Kwtona i :  33.3 1.2 1.5 3.6 0.8 30.4 0 0 0 23.5 : 2 : . 6  : 2 3 . 6  28.4 32.5 33.3 23.3 0 

i:*ho Psnhindie i!F: 22.7 4.1 L.l 5.6 ?.3 22.7 0 0 4.3 5.9 : 6.9 : 5.9 22.7 22.7 22.7 1.3 Y 

IKootena i : 51.5 2.8 23.2 3.6 7.E 51.0 0 0 4.3 27.0 : 2 1 . 9  : 2 1 . 9  51.1 51.5 51.6 23.3 

- 
P 

Recamended w i  Iderne55 
! :mt*ni I  0 48.3 2?.? CE.3  4P.3 0 51.9 51.9 6 1 . 5  22.2 : 35.2 : 24.2 0 0 0 28.? 
ldihc ?;nhin:le !iF 0 22.5 12.5 22.5 12.5 0 I l . ?  31.5 22 .2  1 2 . 3  : ? 2 . 5  : ? 2 . 5  c 0 3 22.5 

Total k r e s  - Kmtsna l  51.9 51.9 51.9 51.9 51.9 51.9 51.9 51.9 51.9 51.9 : 51.9 : 51.9 51.9 51.9 51.9 51.9 
Total k r e s  - Idaho Panhandle 31.8 31.8 31.8 31.8 31.8 31.8 31.8 31.8 31.8 31.8 : 31.8 : 31.8 31.8 31.8 31.8 31.8 

Total k r e s  - Scotchman Peaks 83.7 83.7 53.7 83.1 83.1 83.7 83.1 83.7 83.1 83.7 : 83.7 : 83.7 83.7 83.7 83.1 83.7 
............................................................................................................................... 
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B. Impacts Scotchman Peaks-01662 
1. Designation: Wilderness 
Management Emphasis : Wilderness 

Summary of Changes between Draft and Final EIS 

12.000 acres of additional wilderness has been recommended on Pellick 
Ridge. 
located within a wilderness designation. 

This will increase the amount of suitable timberland that would be 

The amount of proposed wilderness for the Scotchman Peaks roadless area, 
is dependent on the goals and objectives for a particular alternative. 
All alternatives, except A, F. L, M. and N propose some amount of 
wilderness in the Scotchman Peaks area. (In the Current Direction, 
Scotchman Peaks is a recommended wilderness). Alternatives G and H 
designate wilderness on all available acres on both the Kootenai and Idaho 
Panhandle National Forests. 
management activities associated with wilderness areas although the 
establishment of these areas may, in itself, have effects on other 
resources and uses. 

Wilderness classification would preserve the existing wilderness 
characteristics of the area. The naturalness of the area will be 
maintained along with the solitude opportunities available in the area. 
Primitive recreation opportunities would be maximized as well as 
protection of old growth timber and associated wildlife habitat. 

About 34.000 acres of commercial land are in the Scotchman Peaks roadless 
area. The opportunity to harvest timber would be foregone to some extent 
in all Alternatives except Alternative A, F. L, M and N. All suitable 
timberlands would be included in wilderness in Alternatives G and H. Much 
of the productive timber lands are located on Pellick Ridge. Alternatives 
J. JF, K. and C exclude the most productive portions of Pellick Ridge from 
proposed wilderness designation. The following chart displays the acres 
of suitable timberland that would lie within proposed wilderness in each 
alternative. 

There are no specific ground-disturbing 

Acres of Suitable Timberland in Wilderness by Alternative (M Acres) 

A B C  D E F G H I J JF K L AI N 0 

0 26.9 11.7 26.9 26.2 0 34.3 34.3 26.9 9.4 15.8 9.4 0 0 0 11.7 

Grizzly bear habitat (Situations 1 and 2 - see Glossary) covers the entire 
area. Wilderness management would provide security to the bear from 
roading and related increases in human activity in the area. However, 
opportunities to increase forage through timber harvest and prescribed 
burning would not occur. 

Opportunities to manage big game winter range on the south-facing slopes 
of Pellick Ridge by prescribed burning would not be present unless 
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specified in a wilderness management plan. Opportunities to manage the 
25,000 acres of big-game summer range through timber harvest would also be 
precluded. The inability to produce long term forage through timber 
harvest would be offset by the security afforded to big game in a 
wilderness designation. 

Wilderness restricts the exploration for, and removal of, mineral 
resources. 
restricted by a wilderness designation in some alternatives. Under the 
Wilderness Act, the area would be withdrawn from mineral entry except for 
the validated mining claims. Alternatives A, F, L, M, and N would have no 
restrictions on between TOO and 1.700 acres of very high-high mineral 
potential. 
within roadless designation emphases. (See next section- Designation: 
Nonwilderness (Roadless). A wilderness designation is not considered 
significant to oil and gas because the potential is rated moderate. The 
oil and gas lease applications would not be processed and the land 
withdrawn from mineral leasing. 

Activities permissable in wilderness, when authorized by the 1964 
Wilderness Act or wilderness management plans, can cost more than 
activities in areas without the restrictions. Restrictions apply 
primarily to mode of transportation, use of chainsaws in the wilderness, 
and removing signs of the intrusion after project completion. When 
permitted, activities such as mineral exploration, disease and pest 
control, and fire suppression, would be conducted while protecting the 
wilderness values which, in turn, requires more time, adherence to more 
stringent requirements, and more money being spent. 

Social and economic effects would center around the resource values of 
recreation, wildlife, wilderness, and timber. Semiprimitive recreation 
activities, such as hunting in a roadless setting, would continue. Timber 
would not be available in Alternatives G and H. thus not supporting the 
timber industry. 
this management emphasis. 

The 10,600 acres of high minerals potential would be 

(See Table 3 which follows). The remaining 10,000 acres lie 

Those publics valuing wilderness would be supportive of 

2. Designation: Nonwilderness (Roadless) 
Management Emphases: Primitive Recreation, Semiprimitive Nonmotorized 

Recreation, Viewing, Minimum Use Areas 

Summary of Changes between the Draft and Final EIS 

The 12,000 acres of additional wilderness recommended on Pellick Ridge was 
previously designated as roadless. primarily, (10,000 acres). This will 
result in a reduction of the amount of designated roadless land as 
displayed in the following Output Tables. Roadless designations would 
still allow for the exploration for minerals, although more expensive 
methods would be required such as the use of helicopters, etc. 

. 
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The amount of nonwilderness/roadless management in the Scotchman Peaks 
roadless area is dependent on the goals and objectives for a particular 
alternative. Alternatives A and N designate the most roadless acres (but 
no wilderness), followed by Alternatives M, F. L, 0 ,  J, and K. All 
alternatives designate some portions of the area to roadless management, 
primarily to semi-primitive. nonmotorized recreation. There are few, if 
any, ground-disturbing management activities specifically associated with 
roadlessness. Activities are primarily associated with dispersed 
recreation including hunting and fishing. The following chart displays 
the percentage of the area designated to roadless management under each 
alternative. 

.* 

. 

Percent Designated to Roadless Management by Alternative 

A B C D E  F G H I J JF K L M N 0 
66 5 13 10 12 63 0 0 10 31 20 31 61 63 66 37 

Designations to roadless management will maintain the primitive character 
of the area and provide primitive recreation opportunities. 
timber habitat will also be maintained and grizzly habitat will be 
protected. 
remain as natural appearing but the buildup of natural fuels could 
increase risks of wildfire. Mineral development could negate a roadless 
designation. 

Like wilderness, roadless designations require stiffer requirements for 
conducting activities, requirements that are designed to protect the 
qualities inherent in a roadless allocation. Restrictions on access and 
motorized travel are major limitations for conducting activities, making 
the activity more expensive to accomplish. Such activities can include 
wildlife and fish habitat improvements, mineral, oil and gas 
exploration/development. insect and disease control, and wildfire 
suppression. 

The social and economic effects are primarily the benefits of semi- 
primitive recreation opportunities. Timber would not be available for 
harvest in this emphasis. 

Old-growth 

Security for big game will be maintained. The landscape would 

3.  Designation: Nonwilderness (Some Development) 
Management Emphasis: 

Summary of Changes between Draft and Final EIS 

The 12.000 acres of additional wilderness recommended on Pellick Ridge 
included 2,000 of big-game winter range. 
the south side of Pellick Ridge. This will reduce the amount of habitat 
manipulation that could have been done through prescribed burning by 50 
percent. 2,000 acres will still be available for prescribed burning for 
big-game purposes. 

Big Game Winter Range 

Most of this area was located on 
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Alternatives J and K designate about 4% of the area (4,000 acres)  t o  t h i s  
management emphasis. 
facing slopes of Pe l l ick  Ridge, facing i n t o  the Clark Fork val ley.  The 
in t en t  is t o  manage winter  range habi ta t  f o r  t h e  benefi t  of e l k  and deer. 
Prescribed burning i s  the primary management ac t iv i ty .  

The impact on the wilderness and roadless character caused by t h i s  
emphasis i s  shor t  term i n  nature. The naturalness of the area would be 
a l t e r ed  shor t ly  a f t e r  burning but vegetative recovery would make t h i s  
a c t i v i t y  less apparent l a t e r  on. 

Impacts on the timber and mineral resources would be ins igni f icant  i n  t h i s  
emphasis. 

Social  and economic e f f e c t s  would be primarily one of support of those 
publics valuing w i l d l i f e  i n  the area.  

This emphasis i s  located primarily along the south 

4. Designation: Nonwilderness (Developed) 
Management Emphases: B i g  Game Winter Range Timber, B i g  Game Summer 

Range Timber. Grizzly Timber. 

Summary of Changes between the Draft and Final EIS 

No Changes occurred between the Draft and Final EIS. 
lands recommended fo r  wilderness were not avai lable  f o r  development i n  the 
Proposed Plan ( A l t .  J ) .  Seven percent of the land i n  the roadless area 
w i l l  be avai lable  f o r  development as displayed i n  the Proposed Action 
( A l t .  J ) .  

This is because the 

The following chart displays the amount of the roadless area designated to  
t h i s  emphasis i n  each a l te rna t ive .  

Percent of Roadless A r e a  Designated for Developmental Ac t iv i t i e s  by A l t e r n a t i v e  

A B C D E  F G n I J JF K L M N o 
33 a 21 4 2 36 0 0 5 7 7 7 3 9 3 4 3 3  1 

Timber harvest and associated a c t i v i t i e s ,  such a s  road building, have more 
a f f e c t  on the physical and biological  environment than any of the other 
f o r e s t  management a c t i v i t i e s .  The extent of the e f f e c t s  a r e  dependent on 
management regimes selected.  

A s  indicated i n  Table 3, a t  the end of t h i s  discussion, only i n  
Alternatives A ,  F, L ,  M ,  and N,  is development scheduled t o  occur during 
the f i r s t  decade. (On the Idaho portion of the area,  development begins 
i n  the first decade i n  a l l  a l te rna t ives  except G and H ) .  Most timber 
harvest  a c t i v i t i e s  would occur i n  the Pe l l ick  Ridge area where the i 
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majority of the productive timberland is located. As harvest and road 
building take place,  the naturalness of the area w i l l  be impacted. 
Act iv i t ies  conducted along the slopes of Pe l l ick  Ridge would be highly 
v i s i b l e  from Highways 200 and 56. 
consider the area f o r  wilderness i n  t h e  long-term and reduces t h e  
opportunity f o r  primitive recreation and experiences of so l i tude .  

Timber harvest and roads could r e su l t  i n  a short-term reduction i n  big 
game cover and securi ty .  Act iv i t ies  conducted i n  big game habi ta t  are 
coordinated with wi ld l i fe  needs and include the closure of roads upon 
completion of the a c t i v i t y  and insuring tha t  adequate cover i s  l e f t .  
term benefi ts  t o  wi ld l i fe  include maintaining and improving wi ld l i fe  
forage. 

Timber management a c t i v i t i e s  can d i rec t ly  a f f ec t  the gr izz ly  population i n  
t h e  shor t  term by logging a c t i v i t i e s  and the long term by road access i n t o  
a roadless area.  Access i n t o  the area could displace the bear and 
increase the opportunity fo r  human/bear encounters. Timber management 
a c t i v i t i e s ,  i f  well coordinated, can produce benefi ts  by producing more 
desirable  forage f o r  g r i zz l i e s  through cer ta in  timber harvest  and si te 
preparation pract ices  such as small c learcuts  and broadcast burning 
instead of tractor p i l ing .  
minimize human/bear encounters and displacement. 

Social and economic e f f ec t s  are related primarily t o  the resource values 
of timber, wi ld l i fe ,  wilderness, and recreation. The harvest of timber is 
important t o  the economic base of communities i n  the Forests.  Timber from 
the Scotchman Peaks roadless area would contribute t o  the economic base. 
Hunting experiences could be a l te red  because of t h e  change i n  the roadless 
s e t t i n g  t o  a roaded natural  se t t ing .  
c loser  t o  its exis t ing  character.  
roadless management f o r  t h e  area would not be supported by these 
emphases. Concerns about impacts on gr izz ly  bear, big game, and other 
species could be raised by t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  scheduled i n  these emphases, but 
would be addressed by e f f o r t s  t o  mitigate the impacts. 

Roading forgoes the opportunity t o  

Long 

Roads would be closed i n  a timely manner t o  

Road closures would r e t a i n  the area 
Those publics des i r ing  wilderness or 



Table 3, P a r t  One. Oecadal Outputs by Al ternat ive  for SLo.tcb~.a&.s Roadless Area Kmtena i  and Idzho Panhandle Nat iona l  Forests.  

ALTERNATIVES C-19a 

K w t e n a i  Nat ional  Forest  A E C D E F G H I J : J F : K  L H N 0 
Idaho Panhandle Nat. For. 2 4 6 1 5 2 10 3 8 11 : 13 : 12 2 2 2 9 

I 

CUTPUT CATEGORIES DECADE 
Rec. Wilderness MAcres ~~~~ ~~ ~ 

Kootenai 
Idaho Panhandle 

Total 

Roadless W c r e s  
Kootenai 

Idaho Panhandle 
Total 

Recreation 
Prim./Seniprim.MRVDs 

Idaho Panhandle* 
Kootenai 

Total  

Semi pr  Im. Hotor.HRYDs 
Kootenai 

Idaho Panhandle' 
Tot= I 

Tinber 
S u i t a b l e  W r e s  

Kootenai 
idaho Panhandle" 

Total 

volume (MMBF) 
Kootenai 1 

Idaho Panhandle* 
Kootenai 3 

ldzho Panhandle* 

Idaho Panhandle* 
Kootenai 5 

Harvest Acres - h!Acres 
K O O t m 3 i  1 

IKootenai 3 

Kootenai 5 

Idaho Panhandle' 

Idaho Panhandle' 

idaho Panhandle* 

Est inated Outputs 

0 
0 
0 

33.3 
22.7 
56.0 

127 
5 

132 

71 
0 
71 

13.8 
9.1 

27.9 

5.0 
20.0 
39.0 
20.0 
33.0 
20.0 

.3 
1 .o 
1.7 
1 .o 
1.3 
1 .o 

4F.3 
22.5 
70.8 

1.2 
4.1 
5.3 

152 
5 

I57 

100 
0 

100 

2.2 
5.2 
7.4 

0 
8.0 

0 
8.0 

0 
3.0 

0 
.4 
0 

. 4  
0 

.4 

23.9 
22.5 
51.4 

7.5 
4.1 

11.6 

124 
5 

129 

65 
0 

65 

15.6 
5.2 

20.8 

0 
8.0 

10.5 
8.0 

15.6 
8.0 

0 
.5 

2.9 
.5 
. 7  
.5 

43.3 
22.5 
70.8 

3.5 
5.5 
9.2 

157 
5 

162 

a 
0 
0 

0 
3.7 
3.1 

0 
1 .o 

l .o 
0 

1 .o 

~ e- 

0 
.5 
0 

.5 
0 
.5 

49.3 
22.5 
71.8 

.D 
9.3 

10.1 

150 
5 

155 

1 0  
0 

10 

2.0 
0 

2.0 

0 
0.0 
2.6 
8.0 

C 
3.0 

0 
.4 
.2 
.4 
0 

.4 

0 
0 
0 

30.A 
22.7 
53. I 

110 
5 

115 

81 
0 

81 

21.7 
9.1 
30.8 

19.4 
20.0 
62.5 
20.0 
66.5 
20.0 

.9 
I .o 
2.6 
1 .o 
2.9 
1 .c 

51.9 
31.3 
83.7 

0 
0 
0 

156 
5 

161 

0 
0 
0 

0 
0 
0 

0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 

0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 

51.9 

83.7 
31 .e 

0 
0 
0 

I 5 6  
5 

161 

0 
0 
0 

0 
0 
0 

0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
e 

0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 

47.6 
22.5 
50.1 

3.5 
5.3 
8.8 

160 
5 

165 

0 
0 
0 

.e 
4.0 
4.8 

0 
10.0 

0 
10.0 

0 
10.0 

0 
.5 
0 

.6 
0 

.E  

24.2 : 36.2 : 24.2 0 
22.5 : 22.5 : 22.5 0 
46.1 : 58.7 : 46.7 0 

19.5 : 9.6 : 19.6 2E.4 
6.9 : 6.9 : 6 . 9  22.7 

26.5 : 16.5 : 26.5 51.1 

162 : 151 : I 6 2  1 2 5  
5 :  5 :  5 5 

167 : 166 : 167 130 

23 : 23 : 23 100 
0 :  0 :  0 0 
23 : 23 : 23 100 

4.3 : 4.3 : 4.3 23.7 
2.3 : 2.3 : 2.3 9.1 
6.6 : 6.6 : 6.6 32.8 

C :  0 :  0 6.0 
4.0 : 4.0 : 4.0 20.0 

17.4 : 17.4 : lS.0 S9.9 
4.0 : 4.0 : 4.0 20.0 

0 : 0 : 0 65.0 
4.0 : 4.0 : 4.0 20.0 

0 :  0 :  0 . e  
.3 : .3 : .3 1.0 

1.2 : 1.2 : 1.3 4.3 
.3 : .3 : .3 1.0 

.3 : .3 : .3 1.0 
a : o : o 3.0 

0 0 23.9 
0 0 22.5 
0 0 51.4 

32.5 33.3 23.3 
22.7 22.7 1.7 
55.2 56.0 31.0 

1 2 3  1 2 9  i e o  
5 5 5 

128 134 185 

15 65 0 
C 0 0 
75 66 0 

10.7 13.8 @ 
9.1 9.1 1.6 

28.8 27.9 1.6 

5.0 6.0 0 
20.0 20.0 3.0 
74.0 75.0 0 
20.0 20.0 3.0 
34.0 53.0 0 
20.0 20.0 3.0 

.3 .3 0 
1.0 1.0 .3 
3.1 3.1 0 
1.0 1.0 .3 n 
3.1 2.A 0 I.- 

1.c 1.0 .< 
I 

ID 
DI 
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Table 3, Par t  Two. Oecadal Outputs by A l te rna t ive  for & s ~ c . ~ P & ~  Roadless Area, Kw:enai and Idaho Panhandle National Forests. 

ALTERNATIVES G l o b  

Kootenai Natlonal Forest A B C 0 E F G H I J : J F : K  L M b! 0 
Idaho Panhandle Nat. For. 2 4 6 1 5 2 10 3 8 11 : 13 : 12 2 2 2 9 

- 
OUTRlT CATEGORIES 
Roads 

Roads Constructed 
F i r s t  Decade - i41les 

Vootenal 2 0 0 0 0 6 0 0 C 0 :  0 :  0 4 2 1 0 
idaho Tanhandle' 11 5 6 9 5 10 0 0 7 4 :  4 :  4 10 10 I C  6 

Total 12 5 6 9 5 16 0 0 7 4 : 4 : 4  14 12 11  6 

Total Road Miles 
Needed by F i f t h  
DRade - Mi les ~~~~~ 

Kootenai 52 0 39 0 1 63 0 0 0 26 : 26 : 26 65 68 63 0 
ideho PanhandleX 40 ?O 25 35 20 40 0 0 30 15 : 18 : le 40 40 40 25 

Total 92 20 64 35 21 103 0 0 30 44 : 44 : 44 105 108 103 25 

WI Id1 i f e  - TbE 
G r i z z l y  Bear 

Habi ta t  k r e s  
(w/o a c t l " l i v )  

Kootena i 33.3 49.5 36.4 52.9 51.1 30.4 51.9 51.9 51.1 4 3 . 8 : 4 5 . 8 : 4 3 . 8  28.4 32.5 33.3 52.2 
Idaho Panhandle" 22.7 26.6 26.6 28.1 31.8 22.7 31.8 31.3 27.8 2 9 . 4 : 2 9 . 4 : 2 9 . 4  22.7 22.7 22.7 30.2 

Total 56.0 76.1 63.0 81.0 82.9 53.1 83.7 83.7 78.9 13.2 : 75.2 : 13.2 51.1 55.2 56.0 82.4 

H i l d l l f e  - B i g  Gam 

KootanEi 

Total 

IKootenai 

Total 

S u m r  Range MAcres 

Idaho Panhzntile* 

Winter Range CVtres 

Idaho Panhandle" 

M i  nera I s 
Hardrock-Very High/ 

High Poten t ia l  - 
Accessible MAcres 

iKooiansi 

Total 
Idaho Panhendls" 

O i  I 8 Gas-Very H i s h l  
High Potent ia l  - 
Accessible MAcres 

K0Oie"ai 

Tota I 

3 EstinateC Outputs 

Irizho Panhandle' 

14.1 2.1 12.9 0 2.0 16.7 0 0 0 0 : 0 : 0 20.0 15.0 14.1 0 
0 0 .  0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 :  0 :  0 0 0 0 0 

14.1 2.1 12.9 0 2.0 16.2 0 0 0 0 : 0 : 0 20.0 15.0 14.1 0 

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 4.5 : 2.5 : 4.5 0 0 0 0 
0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 :  0 :  0 0 0 0 0 
0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 4.5 : 2.5 : 4.5 0 0 0 0 

.7 0 0 C 0 1.1 0 0 0 0 : 0 : 0 1.1 1.1 .7 0 
0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 :  0 :  0 0 0 0 C 

.7 0 0 0 0 1.7 0 0 0 0 : 0 : 0 1.7 1.1 .7 0 

XST APPLICASLE I?: THIS 
ROAOLESS AREA 
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KOOTENAI NATIONAL FOREST 

Ten Lakes Contiguous - 01683A S t n t e :  Uon t ana 

Cross  Acres: 7,100 N e t  Acres: 7.100 
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I. D e s c r i p t i o n  

The Ten Lakes Contiguous Areas l i e  a d j a c e n t  t o  t h e  Ten Lakes Montana 
Wilderness Study Act (MWSA) a r e a  which i s  loca ted  i n  t h e  n o r t h e a s t  c o r n e r  
of t h e  F o r e s t ,  next  t o  t h e  Canadian bo rde r .  (See  t h e  Ten Lakes MWSA F i n a l  
Report and P roposa l ,  f o r  a d e t a i l e d  d e s c r i p t i o n  of t h e  Ten Lakes a r e a ) .  

The  Ten Lakes Contiguous Area i s  composed of  f i v e  s e p a r a t e  s e c t i o n s  
surrounding t h e  Ten Lakes MWSA a r e a .  They inc lude  t h e  B l a c k t a i l  Basin on 
t h e  northwest  c o r n e r  of t h e  MWSA. t h e  Eureka Face,  a p o r t i o n  of t h e  upper 
b a s i n  of G r i f f i t h  Creek, a p o r t i o n  of  upper S t a h l  Creek, and a p o r t i o n  of 
Bluebird Basin j u s t  above t h e  T h e r r i a u l t  Lakes. These cont iguous areas 
were recommended a d d i t i o n s  t o  t h e  proposed Ten Lakes w i l d e r n e s s  i n  t h e  
June,  1984, Montana Wilderness B i l l .  The a r e a s  a r e  being eva lua ted  because 
t h e y  can  enhance t h e  p o t e n t i a l  w i lde rness  q u a l i t i e s  of  t h e  Ten Lakes MWSA 
a r e a  and t o  provide a more manageable boundary. 

The lower e l e v a t i o n s  of t h e  cont iguous r o a d l e s s  a r e a  c o n t a i n  some 
c o m e r c  i a  1 f o r e s t s  . 
The e n t i r e  a r e a  inc lud ing  t h e  Ten Lakes MWSA, i s  g e n e r a l l y  surrounded by 
s i g n s  of p a s t  f o r e s t  management a c t i v i t i e s ,  roads ,  o r  popu la t ion  c e n t e r s .  
T h e  Ten Lakes MWSA a r e a  i s  d i r e c t l y  w e s t  of t h e  Thompson-Seton and Tuchuck 
r o a d l e s s  a r e a s  and overlooks t h e  Tobacco Val ley where t h e  towns of Eureka, 
F o r t i n e ,  and Trego a r e  loca t ed .  Many of t h e  b a s i n s  surrounding t h e  MWSA 
a r e a  were logged du r ing  t h e  spruce bark b e e t l e  i n f e s t a t i o n  i n  t h e  e a r l y  
1950 's .  which e x p l a i n s  t h e  " f inge r "  c o n f i g u r a t i o n  of  t h e  c o r e  Ten Lakes 
MWSA a r e a .  

Current  use i n  the cont iguous r o a d l e s s  a r e a  is es t ima ted  a t  about  400 R V D ' s  
pe r  yea r  and i s  l a r g e l y  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  u se  i n  t h e  Ten Lakes c o r e  a r e a .  
E x i s t i n g  use i n  t h e  Ten Lakes MWSA a r e a  i t s e l f  is cons ide red  moderate t o  
heavy and c o n s i s t s  p r i m a r i l y  of h ik ing .  n a t u r e  photography, c r o s s  coun t ry  
s k i i n g ,  and snowmobiling. 

11. C a p a b i l i t y  

A. 

B. 

C. 

Na tu ra l  I n t e g r i t y  and Appearance 

P a r t s  of t h e  cont iguous a r e a  c o n t a i n  some o ld  logging roads t h a t ,  i f  
tile a r e a  were des igna ted  w i l d e r n e s s ,  would be o b l i t e r a t e d  and allowed 
t o  r e v e r t  t o  a r o a d l e s s  s i t u a t i o n .  

Oppor tun i t i e s  f o r  S o l i t u d e  

Oppor tun i t i e s  f o r  s o l i t u d e  a r e  l i m i t e d  i n  t h e  con t iguous  a r e a s  
because,  f o r  t h e  most p a r t ,  t h e  a r e a s  f a c e  o u t  i n t o  developments which 
tend t o  d e t r a c t  from t h e  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  s o l i t u d e .  Together ,  
however, they enhance t h e  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  s o l i t u d e  w i t h i n  t h e  Ten 
Lakes MWSA Area. 

P r i m i t i v e  Recreation O p p o r t u n i t i e s  

Good o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  p r i m i t i v e  r e c r e a t i o n  e x i s t  such a s  h ik ing .  
camping, and w i Id l i f  e obse rva t ion .  Chal lenging expe r i ences  inc lude  
rock cl imbing and w i l d l i f e  photography. 

. . . .  
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The area i s  a p a r t  of t h e  Whi te f i sh  Range o f  t h e  Northern Cont inenta l  
D i v i d e  g r i z z l y  bear ecosystem. Other features inc lude panoramic views 
of G lac ie r  Park from t h e  open r i dges  w i t h i n  t h e  Ten Lakes MWSA Area. 

lWsnageablllty and Bwndar ies  

These contiguous areas were i d e n t i f i e d  dur ing  t h e  MWSA process as 
p o t e n t i a l  add i t i ons  t o  t h e  Ten Lakes MWSA area. The Montana 
Wilderness B i l l  (June 1984) a l s o  i d e n t l f i e d  t h e  a r e s  as add i t l ons  t o  
t h e  Ten Lakes MWSA area. 

There a r e  o l d  logging roads and e x i s t i n g  o i l  & gas leases w i t h i n  t h e  
boundary t h a t  present  nonconforming uses. 

The boundary l i n e s  a r e  located, f o r  t h e  most par t ,  nex t  t o  p r i v a t e  
lands o r  along e x i s t l n g  roads. 

1 1 1 .  A v a i l a b l i i t y  

A. S l g n i f i c a n t  Resource P o t e n t i a l s  

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

Rscreat Ion 

The Ten Lakes MWSA area i t s e l f  has t h e  p o t e n t i a l  t o  p rov ide  about 
16,900 RVD's of roadiess recrea t ion .  Current  use o f  t h e  e n t i r e  
general area i s  moderate t o  heavy w i t h  most a c t i v i t y  focused I n  
campgrounds immediately ou ts ide  t h e  MWSA roadiess boundary from 
where day h ikes  i n t o  t h e  area a r e  made. Some snarmobi i e  use 
occurs p r i m a r i l y  i n  t h e  Wolverine and B lueb i rd  Basins, and across 
T h e r r i a u l t  Pass .  

Timber 

About 7,100 acres of t h e  contiguous area  a r e  considered s u i t a b l e  
ti mber i ands. 

W l l d l i f e  and F i s h  

The contiguous area conta lns  e lk ,  w h i t e t a i l  and mule deer, bear, 
and mose  h a b i t a t .  
p r i m a r i l y  i n  t h e  Eureka Face area. Ten Lakes i s  p a r t  o f  t h e  
Northern Cont inenta l  D i v i d e  g r i z z l y  bear ecosystem and s i g h t i n g s  
have been made. Evidence ind ica tes  t h a t  car ibou use t h e  area 
though t h e  ex ten t  i s  n o t  known. 
t r a n s i e n t  and t h a t  t h e  main herd i s  located i n  Canada. 

B luebi rd,  Rainbow, and Wolverine Lakes suppor t  a c u t t h r o a t  t r o u t  
f i sher  les. 

Wlnerals, 011 and Gas 

The mineral p o t e n t i a l  i s  considered low. The area l i e s  w i t h i n  
t h e  Over thrust  B e l t  which Is considered t o  have t h e  h ighes t  Oil 
and gas e x p l o r a t i o n  p o t e n t i a l  w i t h i n  t h e  lower 46 s ta tes .  
such, t h e  contiguous area  I s  considered t o  be high. The e n t i r e  
cont lguous area i s  under lease. 

Por t i ons  o f  w in te r  range a l s o  ex i s t ,  

I t  i s  assumed t h a t  t h e  use i s  

As 

i l  

r 



8 .  O t h e r  Resources  

1. Range 
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The c o n t i g u o u s  area h a s  t h e  p o t e n t i a l  t o  p r o v i d e  abou t  1,000 
AUM's o f  l i v e s t o c k  f o r a g e ,  a l l  of which would b e  on t r a n s i t o r y  
range.  There a r e  no g r a z i n g  a l l o t m e n t s .  

2 .  C u l t u r a l  Resources  

There have been no h i s t o r i c  or p r e h i s t o r i c  s i tes  i d e n t i f i e d .  
Based on s u r v e y s  done i n  s imi la r  a r e a s ,  t h e  p r o b a b i l i t y  o f  s i tes 
o c c u r r i n g  i s  c o n s i d e r e d  low. 

3. Water 

The a r e a  c o n t a i n s  p o r t i o n s  of  t h e  B l a c k t a i l ,  Kssnka,  S i n c l a i r ,  
Glen, T h e r r i a u l t ,  S t a h l ,  Wolverine,  and B l u e b i r d  Creek 
wa te r sheds .  P r e c i p i t a t i o n  r a n g e s  from a low of  20 i n c h e s  i n  t h e  
Ksanka Creek p o r t i o n  of  t h e  area t o  a h i g h  o f  65 i n c h e s  i n  t h e  
B l a c k t a i l  and B l u e b i r d  Creek p o r t i o n s .  Runoff v a r i e s  from 5 t o  
6 0  i n c h e s ,  depending on t h e  d r a i n a g e .  Water q u a l i t y  i s  
c o n s i d e r e d  h i g h ,  even d u r i n g  peak r u n o f f  p e r i o d s .  

C. Resource S i t u a t i o n  Ten Lakes Contiguous Area 
Tab le  1 01683A 

U n i t  C-rv &t 

Gross Acres Acres 7100 
Net Acres Acres 7100 

R e c r e a t i o n  
Semiprim. Nonmotor. RVDs 400 S i g n i f i c a n t  F i s h e r i e s  

S t r eam Miles Miles 0 
Range Stream H a b i t a t  Acres 0 

S u i t a b l e  Acres Acres 0 Lakes No. 0 
AUMs AUMs 0 Lake H a b i t a t  Acres 0 

Timber Water Developments 
T e n t a t i v e  S u i t a b l e  Acres 7100 E x i s t i n g  No. 0 
S tand ing  Volume MMBF 50 

C o r r i d o r s  
E x i s t i n g  & P o t e n t i a l  No. 0 

W i l d l i f e  - T6E 
G r i z z l y  Bear H a b i t a t  

S i t u a t i o n  1 Acres 7100 
S i t u a t i o n  2 Acres 0 
S i t u a t i o n  3 Acres 0 

W i l d l i f e  - Big Game  ( E l k ,  Deer) 

S o w e r  Range T o t a l  Acres 6500 
Winter  Range T o t a l  Acres 500 

S p e c i a l  Uses E x i s t i n g  No. 0 
E x i s t i n g  F a c i l i t i e s  No. 0 

M i n e r a l s  
Hardrock P o t e n t i a l  

Very High Acres 
High Acres 
Moderate Acres 
Low Acres 

Mining Claims No. 
O i l  & Gas P o t e n t i a l  

Very High Acres 
High Acres 
Moderate Acres 
Low Acres 
Unknown Acres 

Leases  No. 
Leased Acres Acres 

O i l  & Gas L e a s e s  

0 
0 
0 

7100 
3 

0 
7100 

0 
0 
0 

7100 
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A. 

Management Cons idera t ions  

Land Use Author iza t ions  
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There a r e  no s p e c i a l  uses.  O i l  and Gas l ea ses  e x i s t  on t h e  a r ea .  

F i r e  

The contiguous a r e a  has had moderate f i r e  occurrence ( 1 2  f i r e s  i n  the  
l a s t  23 years ) .  
downed woody m a t e r i a l s  a s  ground fue l s .  

In sec t  and Disease 

Mountain pine b e e t l e  and spruce bark b e e t l e  a c t i v i t y  i s  occurr ing  i n  
the  a rea .  There a r e  about 700 ac res  of s u s c e p t i b l e  lodgepole and 
spruce t h a t  a r e  a f f ec t ed .  

Non-Federal Lands 

There a r e  no p r i v a t e  lands wi th in  t h e  a rea .  

Need 

Proximity t o  Other Wilderness and t o  Popula t ion  Centers  

The Ten Lakes cont iguous a rea  i s  about 65  m i l e s  from the  e x i s t i n g  
Cabinet Mountains Wilderness and about 40 miles  from Glac ie r  National 
Park. The a rea  i s  about 60 miles  from t h e  populated Flathead Valley 
and 200 miles from Missoula,  Montana, t h e  nea res t  popula t ion  cen te r s .  

Cont r ibu t ion  t o  Nat ional  Wilderness P rese rva t ion  System 

This  a r e a  con ta ins  p o r t i o n s  of  t h e  Northern Cont inenta l  Divide Gr izz ly  
Bear Ecosystem which is represented i n  t h e  e x i s t i n g  wi lderness  system. 

Publ ic  I n t e r e s t  

Through RARE I1 and t h e  Montana Wilderness Study Act process .  much 
publ ic  comment has been received concerning Ten Lakes MWSA a rea .  
Opinion has been d iv ided  over  whether or not  t h e  a rea  should have a 
wi lderness  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n .  Even those who don ' t  p a r t i c u l a r l y  favor  a 
wi lderness  f o r  Ten Lakes have expressed concern t h a t  t h e  a rea  might be 
developed and thus  degrade t h e  road le s s  r e c r e a t i o n  q u a l i t i e s .  
l o c a l  concern has been expressed f o r  p ro tec t ing  the  v i s u a l  q u a l i t y  of 
t h e  Eureka Face. 
new road le s s  a r e a ,  no s p e c i f i c  publ ic  opinion has been expressed t o  
d a t e .  The Ten Lakes Contiguous Area was included i n  the  June, 1984. 
Montana Wilderness B i l l .  

A l t e r n a t i v e s  

Management P r e s c r i p t  ion Assignment by A1 t e r n a t  ive 

Mul t ip le  use management p r e s c r i p t i o n s  were grouped i n t o  c a t e g o r i e s  
(management emphases) which have s i m i l a r  impacts on t h e  wi lderness  and 
road le s s  resources .  The following t a b l e  (Table  2 )  d i s p l a y s  how the  
road le s s  a r e a  acreage was des igna ted  i n  each a l t e r n a t i v e .  d e f i n e s  
f u r t h e r  t h e  r a t e  of development, and i n d i c a t e s  the  f u t u r e  d i s p o s i t i o n  
of t he  road le s s  a rea .  

The f u e l s  s i t u a t i o n  is pr imar i ly  dense c o n i f e r  w i t h  

Much 

Because t h e  Ten Lakes cont iguous a r e a  (01683A) i s  a 
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Table 2. Yanag-t Emphasis by Alt .smatlvs for badless  Area. 

tJaumE5 (W Ilcr-I 

v A B C O E F G H I J K  L M N O  

lk4l.lldornesr ( b S d l a r S 1  
Prl.ltl"s/Saclprl.ltIvs 

necreat1C.n. vlerlng, 
W 1 " l n u n l  use kens 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 3 . 9  0 0 0 0 0 0 

I(on.1 I d w n e ~ s  (D.vslopsd1 
Tllnber Harvest Wlth 

WIldllfe and/or 

Mlnlaum Use Areas due t o  

Regeneratlon 
Prab I em5 7.1 7.1 0 7.1 7.1 7.1 7.1 0 3.2 . 3  .3 7.1 7.1 7.1 0 

Vlfmlng Managmnt,  

steep slopes or 

Wlldemess 
Rec-nded Wilderness 0 0 7.1 0 0 0 0 7.1 0 6.8 6.8 0 0 0 7.1 ........................................................................................................................... 

S m r y  of Yanag..snt Emphaslr: 

&onrlIdernoss 
Developed - O P a &  1: 2.2 2.2 0 2.2 2.2 2.6 2.2 0 .7 0 0 1.6 2.2 2.2 0 

oecade 5: 7.1 7.1 0 7.1 7.1 7.1 7.1 0 3.2 .3 .3 7.1 7.1 7.1 0 

Roadless - Decade 1: 4.9 4.9 0 4.9 4.9 4.5 4.9 0 6.4 .S .3 5.5 4.9 4.9 7.1 
Decade 5: 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 3 . 9  0 0 0 0 0 0 

R w n d e d  W 1 I derness 0 0 7.1 0 0 0 0 7.1 0 6.8 6.8 0 0 0 7.1 

Total Acres- Ten Lakes Coni. 7.1 7.1 7.1 7.1 7.1 7.1 7.1 7.1 7.1 7.1 7.1 7.1 7.1 7.1 7.1 

Y .  
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B. Impac t s  Ten Lakes (Contiguoua)-01683A 

1. Designation: Wi lde rness  
Management Emphasis: Wi lde rness  

The Ten Lakes Contiguous Area is d e s i g n a t e d  w i l d e r n e s s  i n  i t s  e n t i r e t y  
i n  A l t e r n a t i v e s  C. H and 0 w h i l e  A l t e r n a t i v e s  J and K d e s i g n a t e  95% 
(6,800 a c r e s )  t o  w i l d e r n e s s .  There are no s p e c i f i c  g r o u n d - d i s t u r b i n g  
management a c t i v i t i e s  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  w i l d e r n e s s  a l t h o u g h  t h e  
e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of  w i l d e r n e s s  may, i n  i t s e l f .  have e f f e c t s  on o t h e r  
r e s o u r c e s  and u s e s .  

A w i l d e r n e s s  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  w i l l  p r o t e c t  t h e  n a t u r a l n e s s  of  t h e  a r e a  
and w i l l  r e s u l t  i n  t h o s e  p o r t i o n s  where developments  e x i s t  t o  r e v e r t  
t o  a n a t u r a l  c o n d i t i o n .  A w i l d e r n e s s  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  w i l l  a l s o  enhance 
t h e  a d j a c e n t  Ten Lakes Montana Wi lde rness  Study Act Area (MWSA). a 
p o r t i o n  of which (26,000 a c r e s )  i s  recommended f o r  w i l d e r n e s s  
d e s i g n a t i o n .  ( S e e  t h e  Ten Lakes MWSA F i n a l  Report  and P r o p o s a l ) .  
P r i m i t i v e  r e c r e a t i o n  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  would b e  maximized and s e c u r i t y  
would b e  p rov ided  f o r  b i g  game and g r i z z l y  b e a r s .  

There a r e  a b o u t  7,100 acres o f  s u i t a b l e  t imber l and  t h a t  would n o t  be  
a v a i l a b l e  f o r  h a r v e s t  i n  A l t e r n a t i v e s  C ,  H and 0 and e s s e n t i a l l y  
u n a v a i l a b l e  i n  A l t e r n a t i v e s  J and K. 

G r i z z l y  b e a r  h a b i t a t  ( S i t u a t i o n  1 - c r i t i c a l  t o  t h e  r e c o v e r y  of  t h e  
s p e c i e s )  c o v e r s  t h e  e n t i r e  r o a d l e s s  a r e a .  Wi lde rness  management would 
p r o v i d e  s e c u r i t y  f o r  t h e  b e a r  by p r o h i b i t i n g  r o a d i n g  t h e r e b y  r e d u c i n g  
s h a r p  increases i n  human a c t i v i t y .  However, o p p o r t u n i t i e s  t o  i n c r e a s e  
f o r a g e  th rough  b u r n i n g  and t imber  h a r v e s t  would n o t  occur .  

O p p o r t u n i t i e s  t o  manage big-game summer and w i n t e r  r ange  would n o t  
o c c u r  i n  t h i s  emphasis .  Management a c t i v i t i e s  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  
w i l d l i f e  h a b i t a t  management i n c l u d e  t i m b e r  h a r v e s t  and bu rn ing .  
However, t h e  s e c u r i t y  p rov ided  by t h e  l i m i t e d  w i l d e r n e s s  a c c e s s  would 
b e  b e n e f i c i a l  t o  w i l d l i f e .  

Wi lde rness  w i l l  res t r ic t  t h e  e x p l o r a t i o n  f o r .  and removal o f ,  m i n e r a l  
r e s o u r c e s .  Under t h e  Wi lde rness  A c t ,  t h e  land would b e  withdrawn from 
m i n e r a l  e n t r y  s i n c e  no v a l i d  mining claims e x i s t .  T h i s  r e s t r i c t i o n  i s  
n o t  c o n s i d e r e d  s i g n i f i c a n t  t o  h a r d r o c k  m i n e r a l s  b e c a u s e  t h e  m i n e r a l  
p o t e n t i a l  i s  low. The o i l  and g a s  p o t e n t i a l  i s  r a t e d  a s  h igh .  The 
e x i s t i n g  o i l  and g a s  leases would b e  honored. However, i f  t he re  i s  
no d i s c o v e r y  when a lease e x p i r e s .  t h e  land w i l l  b e  withdrawn from 
m i n e r a l  e n t r y  f o r  l e a s i n g .  I f  o i l  and gas development d o e s  o c c u r .  i t  
would n e g a t e  t h e  w i l d e r n e s s  d e s i g n a t i o n .  

A c t i v i t i e s  p e r m i s s a b l e  i n  w i l d e r n e s s ,  when a u t h o r i z e d  by t h e  1964 
Wi lde rness  Act  o r  w i l d e r n e s s  management p l a n s ,  c a n  c o s t  more than  
a c t i v i t i e s  i n  areas w i t h o u t  t h e  r e s t r i c t i o n s .  R e s t r i c t i o n s  a p p l y  
p r i m a r i l y  t o  mode o f  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n .  u s e  of  cha insaws  i n  t h e  
w i l d e r n e s s ,  and removing s i g n s  of  t h e  i n t r u s i o n  a f t e r  p r o j e c t  
comple t ion .  When p e r m i t t e d ,  a c t i v i t i e s  such a s  m i n e r a l  e x p l o r a t i o n ,  
d i s e a s e  and p e s t  c o n t r o l ,  and f i r e  s u p p r e s s i o n ,  would b e  conducted 
w h i l e  p r o t e c t i n g  t h e  w i l d e r n e s s  v a l u e s  which. i n  t u r n ,  r e q u i r e s  more 
t i m e ,  adhe rence  t o  more s t r i n g e n t  r e q u i r e m e n t s ,  and more money b e i n g  
s p e n t .  
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Soc ia l  and economic e f f e c t s  would c e n t e r  around the  resource  va lues  of  
r e c r e a t i o n ,  w i l d l i f e ,  wi lderness ,  and timber. Semiprimitive 
r e c r e a t i o n  a c t i v i t i e s  such as hunting i n  a road le s s  s e t t i n g  would 
cont inue.  Timberland would not  be a v a i l a b l e  i n  A l t e r n a t i v e s  C ,  H ,  J, 
K,and 0, thus  not  support ing the  wood products  indus t ry .  Those 
publ ics  valuing wi lderness  would be supported by t h i s  management 
emphasis. 

3. Designation: Nonwilderness (Roadless) 
Management Emphases: 

A l t e rna t ive  I des igna te s  a po r t ion  of the  a r e a  t o  these  management 
emphases. There a r e  few, i f  any, ground-disturbing management 
a c t i v i t i e s  s p e c i f i c a l l y  assoc ia ted  with t h i s  unroaded management. 

The road le s s  c h a r a c t e r  of t h e  a rea  would be maintained i n  these  
emphases a s  would the  semiprimit ive r e c r e a t i o n  oppor tun i t i e s .  O l d  
growth timber h a b i t a t  w i l l  be provided and s e c u r i t y  f o r  g r i z z l i e s  and 
b ig  game would be maintained. 

Like wilderness .  roadless  des igna t ions  r e q u i r e  more s t r i n g e n t  
requirements f o r  conducting a c t i v i t i e s ,  requirements t h a t  a r e  designed 
t o  p r o t e c t  the  q u a l i t i e s  inherent  i n  a road le s s  a l l o c a t i o n .  
R e s t r i c t i o n s  on access  and mode of t r a v e l  a r e  major l i m i t a t i o n s  for 
conducting a c t i v i t i e s ,  making t h e  a c t i v i t y  more expensive t o  
accomplish. Such a c t i v i t i e s  can inc lude  w i l d l i f e  and f i s h  h a b i t a t  
improvements, minera l ,  o i l  and gas  exploration/development, i n s e c t  and 
d i s e a s e  c o n t r o l ,  and w i l d f i r e  suppression.  O i l  and gas  development 
could negate  t h e  road le s s  des igna t ion .  

The s o c i a l  and economic e f f e c t s  a r e  pr imar i ly  the  b e n e f i t s  of 
semiprimit ive r e c r e a t i o n  oppor tun i t i e s .  Timber would not  be a v a i l a b l e  
for harves t  i n  t h i s  group of emphases. 

Semiprimitve Nonmotorized Recreat ion,  Viewing 

4. Designation: Nonwilderness (Developed) 
Management Emphases: Big Game Winter Range Timber, Big Game Summer 

Range Timber, Wi ld l i f e  Timber ,  Gr izz ly  
Timber, Timber Optimizat ion,  Timber Viewing, 
Viewing Timber, Minimum Use due t o  Steep 
Slopes or Regeneration Problems. 

Each Al t e rna t ive ,  except A l t e rna t ives  C ,  H ,  and 0, des igna te  a l l ,  o r  
po r t ions ,  of t h e  a rea  t o  these  management emphases. Timber harves t  
and assoc ia ted  a c t i v i t i e s ,  such a s  road bu i ld ing ,  have more e f f e c t  on 
the phys ica l  and b i o l o g i c a l  environment than any o t h e r  f o r e s t  
management emphasis. The ex ten t  of  t h e  e f f e c t s  a r e  dependent on 
management p r e s c r i p t i o n s  se l ec t ed .  

I n  a l l  a l t e r n a t i v e s  where t h i s  mix of emphases occurs ,  except 
A l t e rna t ives  J and K ,  a c t i v i t i e s  a r e  scheduled t o  occur i n  t h e  f i r s t  
decade. Tota l  road mi les  expected t o  b e  needed t o  manage t h e  a rea  
range from 2 t o  22 ,  depending on t h e  a l t e r n a t i v e .  (See Table 3 a t  the  
end of t h i s  d i scuss ion ) .  

i 
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As road ing  and o the r  developcents occur, t h e  natura lness o f  t h e  
area w i l  I be irrpacted. Roading f o r q o e s  t h e  Oppor tun i ty  t o  
consider  t h e  area f o r  wi lderness i n  t h e  long-term and reduces t h e  
oppor tun i t y  for p r i m i t i v e  r e c r e a t i o n  and experiences of 
s o l i t u d e .  

Timber harves t  and roads cou ld  r e s u l t  i n  a shor t - term reduc t i on  
i n  b i g  game cover and s e c u r i t y .  
h a b i t a t  a r e  coord inated w i t h  w i ld1  i f e  nefds and inc lude t h e  
c l o s u r e  o f  roads upon complet ion o f  t h e  a c t i v i t y  and insu r ing  
t h a t  adequate cover  i s  l e f t .  Long-term b e n e f i t s  t o  w i l d l i f e  
inc lude main ta in ing  and improving w i l d l i f e  forage. 

Tlmber management a c t i v i t i e s  can d i r e c t l y  a f f e c t  t h e  g r l z z l y  
popu la t i on  i n  t h e  shor t - term by Icrgging a c t i v i t i e s  and t h e  long 
term by road access i n t o  a road less  area. Access i n t o  t h e  area 
cou ld  d i sp lace  t h e  bear and increase t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  for 
humadbear encounters. Timber management a c t i v i t i e s ,  i f  we1 I 
coordinated, can produce b e n e f i t s  by  producing more d e s i r a b l e  
forage f o r  g r i z z i  i es  through c e r t a i n  t imber  ha rves t  and s i t e  
p repara t  Ion p r a c t i c e s  such as smai I c i ea rcu ts  and broadcast 
burn ing  i n s t e d  of t r a c t o r  p i l i n g .  Roads would be c losed i n  a 
t i m e l y  manner t o  min imize humadbear encounters and displacement. 

The harves t  of sane of t h e  mature lodgepole p i n e  w i  I I p rov ide  an 
o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  c o n t r o l  of insec ts  and disease because a l l  
diseased o r  suscep t ib le  t r e e s  a r e  removed and a young, v igorous 
stand I s  i n s t a l  led. 

Socia l  and econanic e f f e c t s  a r e  r e l a t e d  p r i m a r i l y  t o  t h e  resource 
values of timber, w i l d l i f e ,  wilderness, and rec rea t i on .  The 
harves t  o f  t imber  i s  impor tant  t o  t h e  econcmic base of l oca l  
communities i n  t h e  Forests .  Timber from t h e  Ten Lakes Contiguous 
Roadless Area would c o n t r i b u t e  t o  t h e  econanic base. 
experiences cou ld  be a l t e r e d  because of t h e  change i n  t h e  
roadless s e t t i n g  t o  a roaded na tu ra l  s e t t i n g .  Road c losures  
would r e t a i n  t h e  area c l o s e r  t o  i t s  e x i s t l n g  character .  Those 
pub1 i c s  d e s i r i n g  w i lderness  or road less  management fo r  t h e  area 
would n o t  be supported by these emphases. Concerns about impacts 
on g r i z z l y  bear, b i g  game, and o t h e r  species cou ld  be r a i s e d  by 
t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  scheduled i n  these emphases, b u t  would be 
addressed by e f f o r t s  t o  m i t i g a t e  t h e  inpacts.  

A c t i v i t i e s  conducted i n  b i g  game 

Hunt ing 

. 
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Tebie 3. O ~ a d a l  Outputs by A l t e n a t l v a  tor Rodloss Area. 

bLmmuEs 
OECNE A 0 C 0 E F G H I 1 K L M N 0 

Rec. Wilderness Mkcres 0 0 7.1 0 0 0 0 7.1 0 6.8 6.8 0 0 0 7.1 

Roadless Mkres 0 0 0 0 0 0 0  0 3.9 0 0 0 0 0 0  

Racreatlon 
Prlm./Sfmlprl..W1vOr 0 0 34 0 0 0 0 35 9 34 34 0 0 0 35 

S m l p r l m .  Y3tOT.MRMS 35 35 0 35 35 35 35 o 16 I 1 35 35 35 0 

Suitable Mkres  7.1 7.1 0 7.1 7.1 7.1 7.1 0 3.2 . 3  .3 7.1 7.1 7.1 0 
VOlUna (MIIBFI 1 30.1 30.1 0 30.1 30.1 39.8 30.1 0 6.0 0 0 27.1 30.1 30.1 0 

3 24.8 24.8 0 24.8 24.8 15.7 24.8 0 1.0 1.7 1.7 24.8 24.8 24.8 0 
5 11.1 11.1 0 11.1 11.1 3.8 11.1 0 6.0 4.0 4.0 11.1 11.1 11.1 0 

Tlnber 

Harvest Acres - Mkres I 
3 
5 

Roads 
Roads Constructed 
F i r s t  Decade - HI les  

Total Road HIIes 
Needed by F i f t h  
Decade - W11es 

W i l d l i f e  - ThE 
Gr lzz ly  Beer 

Habltat  H k r e s  
( 4 0  a c t l v i t y l  

W l l d l l f e  - 019 G a m  
S u m r  Range Mkrss 

Wlnter Range Mkres 

Mineral 5 
Hardrock-Very Hlghl  

Hlgh Potentla1 - 
k c e s l b l e  Ykrer  

011 6 Gas-Very H lgh l  
Hlgh Potent ial  - 
k c e s s l b l e  Wkres 

2.2 2.2 0 2.2 2.2 2.6 2.2 0 .7 0 0 1.6 2.2 2.2 0 
1.8 1.8 0 1.8 1.8 .6 1.8 0 .05 .07 .07 1.3 1.8 1.8 0 

.8 .8 0 .8 .8 1.8 .8 0 .8 .I .1 1.9 .8 .8 ' 0 

8 8 0 8  8 13 8 

11  I 1  0 11  11  22 I 1  

0 0 7.1 0 0 0 0 7  

4.3 4.3 0 4.3 4.3 7.1 4.3 

.6 .6 0 .6 .6 0 .6 

NOTAPRICABLE TO THIS  
ROMLESS MEA 

7.1 7.1 0 7.1 7.1 7.1 7.1 

0 3 0 0 6 8 8 0 

0 11  2 2 22 11 11  0 

.I 3.9 6.8 6.8 0 0 0 7.1 

0 0 0 0 4.5 4.3 4.3 0 

0 1.3 . 3  .3 .5 .6 .6 0 

0 3.2 . 3  . 3  7.1 7.1 7.1 0 

c) 
I 
N 
\D 
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KOOTEIMAI a IOAW P A W L E  MTIOWAL FOaESTS 

Trou t  Creek - 01664 State: Montana and Idaho 

T o t a l  Gross Acres: 39,760 T o t a l  Met Acres: 39,700 

31,400 # m t e n a i  -----..--- 31.400 
Idaho Panhandle ----- 8,360 Idaho Panhandle --- 8,300 
K w t e n a i  --------------- 

I .  Descr I p t  Ion 

The area i s  locate3 on t h e  southern border  o f  t h e  Forest ,  i n  western 
Sanders County and i s  bordered on t h e  west by Idaho, i n t o  which p a r t  of t h e  
area extends. I t  i s  r e a l i l y  access ib le  from t h e  Clark  Fork Val ley.  Roads 
up Trou t  Creek, White P ine  Creek, Mlnton Peak, and t o  t h e  L o s t  Peak - Bloom 
Peak Ridgel  ine  prov ides easy access v i a  several t r a i l  heajs. 

Access i s  a v a i l a b l e  from t h e  Idaho Panhandle s i d e  o f  t h e  area  v i a  t h e  
Casper Creek and Idaho-Montana D i v l d e  T r a i l s .  

The area i s  rugged, steep and mountainous w i t h  some very p rcduc t l ve  
t inber lands .  The h igh  r l d g e l i n e  s e t t i n g  and tlmbere3 drainages make it 
unique among roadless areas on t h e  Kootenai .  
t h e  h ighes t  po in t .  The area was most ly burned over  du r ing  t h e  1910 f i r e ,  
b u t  some o l d  growth remalns i n  a few areas untouched by t h e  f i r e s .  
t h e  produc t ive  t imber land con ta ins  70-80 year old stands. The f i r e  a l s o  
l e f t  many of t h e  southern slopes e i t h e r  bare o r  brush covered. 
includes numerous named t r i b u r a r i e s  of Trou t  Creek p l u s  sane heajwater  
areas o f  both Whitepine and Beaver Creeks on t h e  Kootenai p o r t i o n .  
Idaho Panhandle po r t i on ,  major drainages inc lude Casper, West Fork Eagle, 
and T r i b u t a r y  Creeks. 

C learcu t  b locks and roads a r e  most n o t i c e a l e  on t h e  Idaho s i d e  o f  t h e  
roadless area. However, because o f  t h e  concaveness o f  t h e  roadless area, 
surrounding developments a r e  n o t  an i n t r u s i o n  except when viewed from 
r i d  getop s . 
Three ecosystem types a r e  represented. 
P ine  Forest ,  and Western Spruce F l r  Forest .  

E lk  hunt ing  i s  t h e  predominant rec rea t i ona l  use o f  t h e  area. The S e t t l e r ' s  
Grove of Ancient Cedars Botan ica l  Area a l s o  a t t r a c t s  many v i s i t o r s .  
Recreat ional  v i s i t o r  use i s  estimated a t  10,000 RVD's annual ly.  

W i l d l i f e  present on t h e  Idaho Panhandle p o r t i o n  inc lude e l k .  w h i t e t a i l  and 
mule deer, b lack  bear, cougar, bobcat, moose, coyote, wolverine, marten, 
owls. p i l e a t e d  woodpecker. hawks, and beaver. Numerous non-game species 
i n h a b i t  t h e  area. 

81xk Peak, a t  6500 feet,  i s  

Most of 

Th is  a rea  

On t h e  

Douglas-Fir  Forest ,  Cedar Hemlock 
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A. 

B. 

C. 

D. 

E. 

N a t u r a l  I n t e g r i t y  and Appearance 

O u t s i d e  o f  two low-standard r o a d s ,  t h e  n a t u r a l  i n t e g r i t y  and 
appea rance  of  t h e  a r e a  i s  q u i t e  h igh .  There a re  s e v e r a l  miles of  
t r a i l  t h roughou t  t h e  area,  i n c l u d i n g  a N a t i o n a l  R e c r e a t i o n  T r a i l ,  
which are g e n e r a l l y  i n  good shape and l a y  r e l a t i v e l y  l i g h t l y  on t h e  
l and .  

O p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  S o l i t u d e  

O p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  s o l i t u d e  v a r y  from modera t e ,  a long  t h e  r i d g e t o p  of  
t h e  S t a t e  l i n e  d i v i d e .  t o  v e r y  h i g h  i n  t h e  uppe r  b a s i n s  of  t h e  v a r i o u s  
f o r k s  of  T r o u t  Creek and White P i n e  Creek and ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  down i n  t h e  
v a l l e y s  and canyons  of T r o u t  Creek i t s e l f .  

Vis i tor  u s e  t e n d s  t o  b e  d i s p e r s e d  th roughou t  t h e  area,  which a l s o  
enhances  t h e  s o l i t u d e  f o r  any p a r t i c u l a r  p a r t  of  t h e  a r e a .  

P r i m i t i v e  R e c r e a t i o n  O p p o r t u n i t i e s  

The s i z e  and c o n f i g u r a t i o n  of t h e  T r o u t  Creek area l e n d s  i t s e l f  t o  
o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  p r i m i t i v e  r e c r e a t i o n .  
v e r y  s c e n i c  s t r e a m s i d e  t r a i l s  l e a d i n g  t o  s h a l l o w  s u b a l p i n e  b a s i n s  
above w i t h  a wide v a r i e t y  of  f l o w e r s  and b e r r i e s ,  i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  
r e g i o n a l l y  known e l k  h e r d ,  p l u s  o t h e r  q u a l i t y  h u n t i n g  o p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  
b e a r  and d e e r .  There i s  a l s o  a h i g h  q u a l i t y  f i s h e r i e s  i n  t h e  f o r k s  of 
T r o u t  Creek. P r o s p e c t i v e  p r i m i t i v e  c a m p s i t e s  abound th roughou t  t h e  
area,  b o t h  i n  the canyon bo t toms  and t h e  b a s i n s  above,  which have 
small a l p i n e  l a k e s .  

The p o t e n t i a l  f o r  c h a l l e n g i n g  e x p e r i e n c e s  i n  t h e  T r o u t  Creek a r e a  
would i n c l u d e  e l k  h u n t i n g  w i t h  bow and r i f l e ,  c r o s s c o u n t r y  h i k i n g  i n  
t h e  rugged canyons ,  and s k i  m o u n t a i n e e r i n g  a l o n g  t h e  main d i v i d e  in 
t h e  w i n t e r .  

Other F e a t u r e s  

The T r o u t  Creek a r e a  i s  most known for t h e  r e l a t i v e l y  l a r g e  number of 
e l k  t h a t  i n h a b i t  t h e  area. 

M a n a g e a b i l i t y  and Boundar i e s  

The T r o u t  Creek r o a d l e s s  a r e a  was i d e n t i f i e d  i n  t h e  RARE I1 i n v e n t o r y .  
T h e  recommendation made was f o r  a n o n w i l d e r n e s s  d e s i g n a t i o n  and 
subsequen t  d e s i g n a t i o n s  were p r i m a r i l y  r o a d l e s s  management. 

The re  are s e v e r a l  m i l e s  of  

Gross Net 
kE.!za &?C&za 

T o t a l  Acres 41140 41040 1979 RARE I1 EIS 
K o o t e n a i  Acres 32640 32640 
Idaho  Panhand le  Acres 8500 8400 

T o t a l  Acres 39760 3 9700 1983 Road les s  I n v e n t  
K o o t e n a i  Acres 3 1400 31400 
Idaho  Panhand le  Acres  8360 8300 
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Nonconformlng uses inc lude two low standard min ing access roads, about 
60 acres o f  p r i v a t e  land and e x i s t l n g  o i l  & gas leases w i t h i n  t h e  area 
boundary. 

The bu lk  of t h i s  roadless area c o n s i s t s  o f  drainages and t r i b u t a r i e s  
which a r e  e n t i r e l y  roadless.  
forms t h e  headwaters of these streams, and I s  roadless on t h e  Trou t  
Creek (Montana) s ide.  These f a c t o r s  add up t o  a r e a d i l y  manageable 
boundary. The boundary cou ld  perhzps b e s t  be inproved by e i t h e r  
i nc lud ing  t h e  c o r r i d o r  p resen t l y  excluded along t h e  Gran i te  Creek 
mining access road, or us ing it as a boundary and exc lud ing  t h e  lands 
t o  t h e  eas t  o f  t h e  road. 

The road i t s e l f  i s  o f  very low standard and would have t h e  same i r ipact  
on a wi lderness experience whether i ns ide  o r  out .  There i s  a s l m i l a r  
s i t u a t i o n  i n  t h e  Robin Run drainage, where an old,  low-standard road 
extends about a m i l e  i n t o  what would be t h e  bes t  topographic  boundary 
f o r  t h e  area. 

The main " s t a t e  l i ne "  d i v i d e  t o  t h e  west 

1 1 1 .  A v a i l a b i l i t y  

A. S i g n i f i c a n t  Resource P o t e n t i a l s  

1. Recreat lon 

The area has t h e  p o t e n t i a l  o f  p rov id ing  9,500 RVD's o f  wi lderness 
r e c r e a t i o n  per year. 
Recreat ion T r a i l  i s  located i n  t h i s  area. 

W I  Id1 l f e  and Fish 

The a rea ls  w i l d l i f e  i s  one of I t s  b igges t  a t t r a c t i o n s ,  and a 
wl lderness c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  would prec lude w i l d l i f e  management 
o p p o r t u n i t i e s  p a r t i c u l a r l y  along Robin Run, Windfa l l ,  and o the r  
f i n g e r  r i d g e s  i n  t h e  area  where e l k  w in te r  range ex i s t s .  
However, a wi lderness c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  would n o t  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  
a f f e c t  t h e  e l k  popu la t i on  i n  t h e  area  according t o  w i i d l f l e  
b i o l o g i s t s .  

Upper Trout  Cre& and i t s  headwaters a r e  i n  t h i s  road less  area. 
T rou t  Creek prov ldes popular  f i s h i n g  f o r  c u t t h r o a t  t r o u t ,  b u l l  
t r o u t ,  and wh i te f i sh .  

The 22 m i l e  T rou t  Creek Loop Nat ional  

2. 

3. Timber 

Approximately 30,000 acres a r e  t e n t a t i v e l y  s u i t a b l e  t imber  lands 
capable o f  producing a t  l eas t  20 c u b i c  f e e t  per  acre per year o f  
t imber  growth. Over 90% of t h i s  t i h e r  land i s  located on slopes 
I n  excess o f  55 %. Road cons t ruc t i on  w i l l  be d i f f i c u l t  and 
c o s t l y  and logging w i l l  r e q u i r e  t h e  use o f  cab le  and h e l i c o p t e r  
yard ing methods. 
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4. Minera ls  

The mineral  p o t e n t i a l  I s  considered h igh  along t h e  South Branch 
o f  Trou t  Creek and A t t l ebu ry  Creek and very h i g h  i n  t h e  area o f  
t h e  Jack Waite mine. Tota l  acres a r e  approximately 7,920 acres 
of h i g h  and very h i g h  p o t e n t i a l .  Minera l  a c t i v i t y  i s  cccur ing  i n  
t h e  Tr ibu tary ,  Casper, Eagle, and S i l e n t  Creek drainages. The 
o i l  and gas p o t e n t i a l  i s  moderate. 

5. C u l t u r a l  Resource 

There a r e  two i d e n t i f i e d  h i s t o r i c  c u l t u r a l  s i t e s  (min ing a d i t s )  
on t h e  Kootenai p o r t l o n .  Two h i s t o r i c  t r a i l s  pass through t h e  
Trou t  Creek area. Gold seekers fo l lowed these t r a i l s  i n  t h e  
1880's t o  t h e  go ld  rush  towns o f  Eagle and Murray from t h e  
Montana side. The Jack Waite mlne and most o f  i t s  workings a r e  
located w i t h i n  t h e  Idaho Panhandle p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  area. 
was developed i n  t h e  1890's, which included t h e  mine and m i l l  
complex and t h e  Du th ie  townsi te .  
t h e  1960's b u t  i s  now a ghost  tcwn. 

The area has n o t  been surveyed for p r e h i s t o r i c  s i t e s  so no s i t e s  
have been i d e n t i f i e d .  However, based on surveys i n  s i m i l a r  
locales,  t h e  p r o b a b i l i t y  of s i t e s  a c u r r i n g  i s  consldered low, 
except w i t h i n  t h e  T rou t  Cre& drainage bo t tan  i t s e l f  where t h e  
p r o b a b i l i t y  Is moderate t o  h igh.  

The mine 

The town remained a c t i v e  u n t i l  

B. Other Resources 

1. Range 

There a r e  no a c t i v e  graz ing  a l l o tmen ts  i n  t h e  area. Grazing 
p o t e n t i a l  f o r  t h e  area i s  considered t r a n s i t o r y .  

2. Water 

Mean annual p r e c i p i t a t i o n  va r ies  f r o m  30-85 inches i n  t h e  area, 
depending on e leva t i on .  Average annual r u n o f f  f o r  t h e  area i n  
general v a r i e s  from 8-45 inches, w i t h  most o f  t h i s  a m u n t  running 
o f f  as streamflow i n  May and June. Overa l l  e x i s t i n g  water 
q u a l i t y  i s  very high, except du r ing  h igh  runno f f  events. 
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Table 1 

rv Unit T o t a l  
Gross Acres Acres 31400 8300 3 9700 
Net Acres Acres 31400 8300 39700 

Recreat ion 
Semiprim. Nonmotor. RVDs 12100 - 12100 
Roaded Natural /Rural  RVDs 0 200 200 

Range 
S u i t a b l e  Acres Acres 0 0 0 
AUMs AUMs 0 0 0 

Timber 
Tenta t ive  S u i t a b l e  Acres 24200 
Standing Volume MMBF 219 

Corr idors  
Exis t ing  h P o t e n t i a l  No. 0 

Wi ld l i fe  - T6E 
Grizzly Bear Habi ta t  

S i t u a t i o n  1 Acres 0 
S i t u a t i o n  2 Acres 0 
S i t u a t i o n  3 Acres 0 

Summer Range T o t a l  Acres 24000 
Winter Range T o t a l  Acres 1900 

Wild l i fe  - Big Game (Elk ,  Deer) 

5700 29900 
40 259 

0 0 

0 0 
0 0 
0 0 

- 24000 
- 1900 

Specia l  Uses Exis t ing  No. 0 0 0 

Exis t ing  F a c i l i t i e s  No. 0 0 0 

S i g n i f i c a n t  F i s h e r i e s  
Stream Miles Miles 10 
Stream Habi ta t  Acres - 
Lakes No. - 
Lake Habi ta t  Acres - 

Water Developments 
Exis t ing  No. 

Minera 1s 
Hardrock P o t e n t i a l  

Very High Acres 
High Acres 
Modera t e Acres 
Low Acres 

Mining Claims No. 
O i l  6 Gas P o t e n t i a l  

Very High Acres 
High Acres 
Mod e r a  t e Acres 
Low Acres 
Unknown Acres 

Leases No. 
Leased Acres Acres 

Oil 6 Gas Leases 

0 0 0 

- 
40 80 
3 800 

25000 
345 

- 
- 

31400 - 

9 
31400 

640 
3200 
1300 
3300 
300 

- 
- 

83 00 
- 

6 40 
7280 
5100 

28300 
645 

9 
31400 



D. Management Cons idera t ions  

1. Land Use Author iza t ions  
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There a r e  no s p e c i a l  use permits .  O i l  h Gas l eases  e x i s t .  

2 .  F i r e  

The a rea  has had an a c t i v e  f i r e  h i s t o r y ,  with the  1910 f i r e s  
burning over  80 percent  of t h e  a rea .  Recently,  t h e r e  has  been 
low f i r e  occurrence ( 1  f i r e  i n  t h e  l a s t  10 yea r s ) .  The f u e l s  
s i t u a t i o n  i s  considered predominately dense c o n i f e r  s t ands  w i t h  
t h i ck  downed woody m a t e r i a l s  as  ground f u e l s .  

3 .  I n s e c t  and Disease 

The i n s e c t  and d i s e a s e  s i t u a t i o n  is s t a b l e  w i t h  no high risk 
lodgepole p ine  s t ands  OK i n s e c t  a c t i v i t y  i n  the  a rea .  

4. Non-Federal Lands 

There a r e  about 60 ac re s  of p r i v a t e  land i n  t h e  a rea .  

IV. Need 

A. Proximity t o  Other Wilderness and t o  Popula t ions  Centers 

The e x i s t i n g  wi lderness  c l o s e s t  t o  t h e  Trout Creek a rea  is the  Cabinet 
Mountains Wilderness - some 20 mi les  t o  t h e  north.  The Cabinets  
r ece ive  over  18,000 RVD's p e r  yea r ,  and t h i s  number is beginning t o  
inc rease  r ap id ly .  

The Trout Creek a r e a  is about 125 m i l e s  from Missoula,  Montana and s 
s i m i l a r  d i s t a n c e  from the  Coeur d 'Alene. Idaho and Spokane, 
Washington, a reas .  

Cont r ibu t ion  t o  National  Wilderness P rese rva t ion  System 

T h i s  a r e a  i s  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  of the  Douglas-f i r ,  Cedar Hemlock Pine ,  
and Western Spruce F i r  f o r e s t  ecosystems which a r e  common i n  t h e  
e x i s t i n g  wi lderness  sys tem.  

B. 
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2. Public Interest 

During the Unit Plan public review period (Beaver-Marten-Vermilion, 
August 1979), concern was expressed for protecting the primitive 
qualities of Trout Creek area. During the RARE I1 public review 
period, over 6,300 responses specifically addressed the area, the most 
received on any area on the Kootenai. 
favored wilderness in Trout Creek. Opposition to wilderness focused 
on the timber values present. Thus, RARE I1 recommended 
non-wilderness. The Montana Wilderness Association's Alternative "W" 
(1978) recommended that the Trout Creek area be wilderness. About 
13,100 acres of the Trout Creek area were recommended for wilderness 
in the Montana Wilderness Bill proposal in June, 1984. 

Most of the responses (67%) 

V. Alternatives and Environmental Consequences 

A. Uanagement Prescription Assignment by Alternative 

Multiple use management prescriptions were grouped into categories 
(management emphases) which have similar impacts on the wilderness and 
roadless resources. The following table displays how the roadless 
area acreage was designated in each alternative. I n  addition, the 
summary of management emphasis further defines the rate of development 
that is expected to occur in some alternatives as well as the future 
disposition of the inventoried roadless area. 



Table 2. Wanq-nt Emphasis by AIternatIvo for Roadless Area. Kmtana l  and Idaho Panhandle Natlanal Fwests. 

ELmwxEs ( M  k r s s l  

Kootensl llstlmal Fwest A 0 C 0 E F G H I J I( L Y N 0 
Idaho Panhandle Natlonal For. 2 4 6 1 5 2 10 3 8 11 12 2 2 2 9 

Kmtena I : 15.4 
Idaho Panhandle NF: 2.7 

NMullderM?IS (b Developmnt) 
819 G m  Mlnter Range 

N a w l l d w m s  (Davslopdl 

Kmtena I : .04 
Idaho Panhandle NF: 0 

Tllnber Harvest WIth 
W l l d l l f e  and/ar 
V l s r l ng  Managenant, 
Mlnllnum Use Areas due t o  

Rsaeneratlon 
steep Slopes or 

Problems 
Kmtena I : 16.0 

Idaho Panhandle W: 5.6 

111 I dernsss 
Recamended W11derness 

Kmtenal  0 
Idaho Panhandle 0 

15.0 
2.7 

.04 
0 

16.4 
5.6 

0 
0 

6.6 
0 

.04 
0 

12.5 
0 

13.1 
8.3 

9.4 2.7 
5.4 5.4 

0 0 
0 0 

22.0 4.7 
2.9 2.9 

0 24.1 
0 0 

12.8 1.1 0 
2.7 0 0 

0 0 0 
0 0 0 

18.7 0 0 
5.6 0 0 

0 30.3 31.4 
0 8.3 8.3 

22.4 
2.7 

0 
0 

8.6 
5.6 

0 
0 

22.5 
5.6 

0 
0 

8.9 
2.7 

0 
0 

22.5 
5.6 

0 
0 

8.9 
2.7 

0 
0 

6.9 
2.7 

0 
0 

24.6 
5.6 

0 
0 

12.9 
2.7 

0 
0 

18.5 
5.6 

0 
0 

15.4 
2.7 

.04 
0 

16.0 
5.6 

0 
0 

18.3 
0 

0 
0 

0 
0 

13.1 
8.3 ..................................................................................................................................................... 

S-ry of #aasgsfsnt Enphasls 
NMl i l ld .msS 

D f m t E w l - w  
Kmtanal : 

Idaho Panhandle M: 
w 
Xmtsnal: 

Idaho Panhandle NF: 

EQ&il€s-  rLcFz&A 

w 
Kmtensl :  

Idaho Panhandle NF: 

Kmtenal :  
Idaho Panhandle M: 

~--ndo4 w I l d . m a s  
Kmtenal  
Idaho Panhandle NF 

Total Acres - Kmtanal 
Total Acres - Idaho Panhandle 

Total Acres- TrOut CTmk 

I .2 
0 

16.0 
5.6 

30.2 
8.3 

15.4 
2.7 

0 
0 

31.4 
8.3 

1 .6 
0 

16.4 
5.6 

29.8 
8.3 

15.0 
2.7 

0 
0 

31.4 
8.3 

1.6 
0 

12.5 
0 

16.7 
0 

6.6 
0 

13.1 
8.3 

31.4 
8.3 

1.9 . 3  
0 0 

22.0 4.7 
4.6 4.6 

29.5 7.1 
8.3 8.3 

9.4 2.7 
3.1 3.1 

0 24.1 
0 0 

31.4 31.4 
8.3 8.3 

2. I 0 0 
0 0 0 

18.7 0 0 
5.6 0 0 

0 
8.3 0 0 

12.8 0 0 
2.7 0 0 

29.3 1.1 

0 30.3 31.4 
0 8.3 0 .3  

31.4 31.4 31.4 
8.3 8.3 8.3 

2.5 
0 

8.6 
4.0 

28.9 
8.3 

22.4 
4.3 

0 
0 

31.4 
8.3 

1.0 
3.5 

8.9 
3.5 

30.4 
0 

22.5 
4.8 

0 
C 

31.4 
8.3 

1.0 
3.5 

8.9 
3.5 

30.4 
0 

22.5 
4.8 

0 
0 

31.4 
8.3 

3.4 
0 

24.6 
5.6 

28.0 
8.3 

6.9 
2.7 

0 
0 

31.4 
8.3 

2.5 
0 

18.5 
5.6 

28.9 
8.3 

12.9 
2.7 

0 
0 

31.4 
8.3 

1.6 
0 

16.0 
5.6 

29.8 
8.3 

15.4 
2.7 

0 
0 

31.4 
8.3 

0 
0 

18.3 
0 

18.3 
0 

13.1 
8 . 3  

31.4 
8.3 ...................................................................................................................... 

39.1 39.1 39.7 39.7 39.1 39.7 39.1 39.1 39.7 39.7 39.7 39.7 39.7 39.7 39.7 

n 



B. Impac t s  

1 .  Des igna t ion :  Wi lde rness  
Management Emphasis: W i l d e r n e s s  
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* 

The Trou t  Creek r o a d l e s s  area i s  e s s e n t i a l l y  recommended f o r  
w i l d e r n e s s  i n  i t s  e n t i r e t y  i n  A l t e r n a t i v e s  G and H, w h i l e  
A l t e r n a t i v e s  C ,  E and 0 recommend 53%, 60%, and 532, 
r e s p e c t i v e l y .  
a c t i v i t i e s  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  w i l d e r n e s s  a l t h o u g h  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  
of  t h e s e  areas may, i n  i t s e l f ,  have e f f e c t s  on other  r e s o u r c e s  
and uses .  

Wi lde rness  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  w i l l  p r e s e r v e  t h e  e x i s t i n g  w i l d e r n e s s  
c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  of  t h e  area. The n a t u r a l n e s s  w i l l  b e  ma in ta ined  
a l o n g  w i t h  t h e  h i g h  s o l i t u d e  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  a v a i l a b l e  i n  t h e  upper  
b a s i n s  on t h e  v a r i o u s  f o r k s  o f  T r o u t  Creek and White P i n e  Creek 
and i n  t h e  v a l l e y s  and canyons of  T r o u t  Creek i t s e l f .  Road les s  
e l k  h u n t i n g  o p p o r t u n i t e s  would a l s o  b e  ma in ta ined .  

There are abou t  30,000 acres of  s u i t a b l e  t i m b e r l a n d  l o c a t e d  
w i t h i n  t h e  a r e a  ( b o t h  Koo tena i  and Idaho Panhand le  p o r t i o n s ) .  
The f o l l o w i n g  c h a r t  d i s p l a y s  t h e  acres of  s u i t a b l e  t imber l and  
t h a t  would b e  l o c a t e d  w i t h i n  recommended w i l d e r n e s s .  

Acres o f  S u i t a b l e  Timberland i n  Wi lde rness  
By A l t e r n a t i v e  (M Acres) 

There  are no s p e c i f i c  g r o u n d d i s t u r b i n g  management 

A B C D E F G B I J K L M N 0 

0 0 13.7 0 18.6 0 30 30 0 0 0 0 0 0 13.7 

O p p o r t u n i t i e s  t o  manage t h e  t i m b e r  r e s o u r c e  would b e  fo regone  
e n t i r e l y  i n  A l t e r n a t i v e s  G and H and t o  lesser e x t e n t s  i n  
A l t e r n a t i v e s  C ,  E ,  and 0. 

O p p o r t u n i t i e s  t o  manage big-game summer r ange  th rough  t imber  
h a r v e s t  would b e  fo regone  i n  w i l d e r n e s s .  T h i s  a f f e c t s  abou t  
24,000 acres on t h e  Koo tena i .  W i l d e r n e s s ,  however, would p r o v i d e  
s e c u r i t y  by a f f o r d i n g  c o v e r  and by l i m i t i n g  a c c e s s  t h e r e b y  
r e d u c i n g  human a c t i v i t y .  E f f o r t s  t o  improve big-game w i n t e r  
r ange  would be  p r o h i b i t e d .  T h i s  a f f e c t s  a b o u t  1 ,900 acres. 

Wi lde rness  r e s t r i c t s  t h e  e x p l o r a t i o n  f o r ,  and removal o f ,  m i n e r a l  
r e s o u r c e s .  
p o t e n t i a l  and 31,000 acres have been l e a s e d  f o r  o i l  & g a s  
e x p l o r a t i o n .  (See  T a b l e  3 a t  t h e  end of t h i s  d i s c u s s i o n ) .  Under 
t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  of  t h e  Wi lde rness  Act, l a n d s  would b e  withdrawn 
from m i n e r a l  e n t r y  i f  no v a l i d  mining claims e x i s t e d  t o  d a t e .  I f  
v a l i d  c l a i m s  d i d  e x i s t ,  development cou ld  n e g a t e  a w i l d e r n e s s  
d e s i g n a t i o n .  The e x i s t i n g  o i l  and g a s  leases would b e  honored. 
If t h e r e  i s  no  d i s c o v e r y  when a lease e x p i r e s .  t h e n  t h e  land w i l l  
b e  withdrawn from m i n e r a l  l e a s i n g .  D i scove ry  may a l s o  n e g a t e  a 
w i l d e r n e s s  d e s i g n a t i o n  

About 7,900 a c r e s  are r a t e d  as hav ing  h i g h  mineral 
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A c t i v i t i e s  p e r m i s s a b l e  i n  w i l d e r n e s s ,  when a u t h o r i z e d  by t h e  1964 
Wi lde rness  Act o r  w i l d e r n e s s  management p l a n s ,  c a n  c o s t  more than 
a c t i v i t i e s  i n  a r e a s  w i t h o u t  t h e  r e s t r i c t i o n s .  R e s t r i c t i o n s  app ly  
p r i m a r i l y  t o  mode of t r a n s p o r t a t i o n ,  u s e  of  cha insaws  i n  t h e  
w i l d e r n e s s ,  and removing s i g n s  of  t h e  i n t r u s i o n  a f t e r  p r o j e c t  
comple t ion .  When p e r m i t t e d ,  a c t i v i t i e s  such a s  m i n e r a l  
e x p l o r a t i o n ,  d i s e a s e  and p e s t  c o n t r o l ,  and f i r e  s u p p r e s s i o n .  
would b e  conducted w h i l e  p r o t e c t i n g  t h e  w i l d e r n e s s  v a l u e s  which. 
i n  t u r n ,  r e q u i r e s  more t i m e ,  a d h e r e n c e  t o  more s t r i n g e n t  
r e q u i r e m e n t s ,  and more money be ing  s p e n t .  

S o c i a l  and economic e f f e c t s  would c e n t e r  around t h e  r e s o u r c e  
v a l u e s  of r e c r e a t i o n .  w i l d l i f e .  w i l d e r n e s s ,  and t imber .  
S e m i p r i m i t i v e  r e c r e a t i o n  a c t i v i t i e s  such  a s  h u n t i n g  i n  a r o a d l e s s  
s e t t i n g ,  would c o n t i n u e .  Timberland would n o t  b e  a v a i l a b l e  i n  
A l t e r n a t i v e s  G and H, t h u s  n o t  s u p p o r t i n g  t h e  wood p r o d u c t s  
i n d u s t r y .  Those p u b l i c s  v a l u i n g  w i l d e r n e s s  would b e  suppor t ed  by 
t h i s  management emphasis.  

2. D e s i g n a t i o n :  Nonwilderness  ( R o a d l e s s )  
Management Emphases: P r i m i t i v e  R e c r e a t i o n ,  S e m i p r i m i t i v e  

Nonmotorized R e c r e a t i o n ,  Viewing, and 
L imi t ed  Use Areas 

The f o l l o w i n g  c h a r t  d i s p l a y s  t h e  p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  area d e s i g n a t e d  
f o r  r o a d l e s s  management. by a l t e r n a t i v e .  

P e r c e n t  Des igna ted  f o r  Road les s  Management 
By A l t e r n a t i v e  

A B C D E F G H I J K L n N 0 

46 45 16 37 20 39 2 0 62 70  70 24 39  46 47 

There a r e  few, i f  any ,  g r o u n d - d i s t u r b i n g  management a c t i v i t i e s  
s p e c i f i c a l l y  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  r o a d l e s s  management. A c t i v i t i e s  a r e  
a s s o c i a t e d  p r i m a r i l y  w i t h  d i s p e r s e d  r e c r e a t i o n  i n c l u d i n g  h u n t i n g  
and f i s h i n g .  

The r o a d l e s s  c h a r a c t e r  w i t h i n  t h e s e  emphases w i l l  b e  m a i n t a i n e d  
a s  w e l l  as  t h e  s e m i - p r i m i t i v e  r e c r e a t i o n  o p p o r t u n i t i e s .  Old 
growth t i m b e r  h a b i t a t  and s e c u r i t y  f o r  b i g  game w i l l  b e  p rov ided .  

L i k e  w i l d e r n e s s ,  r o a d l e s s  d e s i g n a t i o n s  r e q u i r e  s t i f f e r  
r e q u i r e m e n t s  f o r  c o n d u c t i n g  a c t i v i t i e s ,  r e q u i r e m e n t s  t h a t  a r e  
d e s i g n e d  t o  p r o t e c t  t h e  q u a l i t i e s  i n h e r e n t  i n  a r o a d l e s s  
a l l o c a t i o n .  R e s t r i c t i o n s  on a c c e s s  and mode of  t r a v e l  are major  
l i m i t a t i o n s  f o r  c o n d u c t i n g  a c t i v i t i e s ,  making t h e  a c t i v i t y  more 
e x p e n s i v e  t o  accompl i sh .  Such a c t i v i t i e s  c a n  i n c l u d e  w i l d l i f e  
and f i s h  h a b i t a t  improvements,  minera l ,  o i l  and g a s  
exploration/development, i n s e c t  and d i s e a s e  c o n t r o l ,  and w i l d f i r e  
s u p p r e s s i o n .  Mine ra l  a n d / o r  o i l  and g a s  development  cou ld  n e g a t e  
a r o a d l e s s  d e s i g n a t i o n .  

The s o c i a l  and economic e f f e c t s  are p r i m a r i l y  t h e  b e n e f i t s  of 
s e m i p r i m i t i v e  r e c r e a t i o n  o p p o r t u n i t i e s .  Timber would n o t  be  
ava i l ab le  f o r  h a r v e s t  unde r  these emphases .  
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3. Designation: Nonwilderness (Some Development) 
Management Emphasis: 

A l t e rna t ives  A,  B ,  C ,  I ,  and N des igna te  about 40 a c r e s  t o  t h i s  
management emphasis. This  emphasis i s  loca ted  pr imar i ly  along 
Robin Run and Windfall  Creek. The i n t e n t  i s  t o  manage win ter  
range h a b i t a t  f o r  t h e  b e n e f i t  of e lk  and deer .  
burning is the  primary management a c t i v i t y .  

The impact on t h e  wilderness  and road le s s  c h a r a c t e r  caused by 
t h i s  emphasis is short-term i n  na ture .  The na tu ra lness  of t h e  
a rea  would be a l t e r e d  s h o r t l y  a f t e r  burning b u t  vege ta t ive  
recovery would make t h i s  a c t i v i t y  l e s s  apparent  l a t e r  on. 

Impacts on the  timber and mineral  resources  would be 
i n s i g n i f i c a n t  i n  t h i s  emphasis. 

Soc ia l  and economic e f f e c t s  would be p r imar i ly  one of support  of 
those pub l i c s  valuing w i l d l i f e  i n  the  a rea .  

Big Game Winter Range 

Prescr ibed  

4. Designation: Nonwilderness (Developed) 
Management Emphases: Big Game Winter Range Timber,  Big Game 

Summer Range Timber, Wi ld l i f e  Timber. 
Gr izz ly  Timber ,  Timber Optimization. 
Timber Viewing, Viewing Timber ,  Minimum 
Use due t o  Steep Slopes o r  Regeneration 
Problems. 

The following c h a r t  d i s p l a y s  the  percent  of the  a r e a  designated 
f o r  developmental management emphases. by a l t e r n a t i v e .  

Percent  of Roadless Area Designated f o r  Developmental A c t i v i t i e s  
By Al t e rna t ive  

A B C D E F G H I J K L M N 0 

54 55 31 62  18 61  0 0 3 8  2 9  2 9  7 6  61 54 0 

Timber harves t  and a s soc ia t ed  a c t i v i t i e s ,  such a s  road bu i ld ing ,  
have more a f f e c t  on the  phys ica l  and b i o l o g i c a l  environment than 
any of the  o the r  f o r e s t  management a c t i v i t i e s .  The ex ten t  of the  
e f f e c t s  a r e  dependent on management regimes se l ec t ed .  

Ac t iv i ty  i s  scheduled t o  occur i n  a l l  a l t e r n a t i v e s  except G, H 
and 0 i n  the f i r s t  decade. (See Table 3 a t  the  end of t h i s  
d i scuss ion ) .  Estimated road mi les  expected i n  the  f i r s t  decade 
by  a l t e r n a t i v e  range from 1 mile  ( A l t e r n a t i v e  E) t o  25 miles  
( A l t e r n a t i v e  L). 

The na tu ra lness  of t h e  a rea  w i l l  be impacted by harves t  u n i t s ,  
roads,  and o the r  evidence of human modi f ica t ions .  Roading 
forgoes t h e  oppor tuni ty  t o  cons ider  t h e  a rea  f o r  wi lderness  i n  
the  long-term and reduces the oppor tuni ty  f o r  p r i m i t i v e  
r e c r e a t i o n  and exper iences  of s o l i t u d e .  

, 
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Timber ha rves t  and roads cou ld  r e s u l t  i n  a shor t - term reduc t i on  
i n  b i g  game cover and secu r i t y .  A c t i v i t i e s  conducted i n  b i g  game 
h a b i t a t  a r e  coord inated w i t h  w i l d l i f e  needs and inc lude t h e  
c l o s u r e  o f  roads upon complet ion o f  t h e  a c t i v i t y  and insu r ing  
t h a t  adequate cover i s  l e f t .  Long-term b e n e f i t s  t o  w l i d i i f e  
inc lude main ta in ing  and inprov ing  w l l d l  i f e  forage. 

Socia l  and econanic e f f e c t s  a r e  r e l a t e d  p r i m a r i l y  t o  t h e  resource 
values o f  t imber, w i l d l i f e ,  wilderness, and rac rea t i on .  The 
harves t  o f  t imber  i s  impor tant  t o  t h e  economic base of 
communities i n  t h e  Nat iona l  Forests.  Timber from t h e  T rou t  Creek 
road less  area would c o n t r i b u t e  t o  t h e  econanic base. 
exper iences cou ld  be  a l t e r e d  because of t h e  change i n  t h e  
road less  s e t t i n g  t o  a roaded-natural  s e t t i n g .  Road c losures  
would r e t a i n  t h e  area c l o s e r  t o  i t s  e x l s t i n g  c h a r s t e r .  Those 
p u b l i c s  d e s i r i n g  wi lderness or road less  management for t h e  a rea  
would n o t  be supported by these emphases. Concerns about inpac ts  
on b i g  game and o t h e r  w i l d l i f e  cou ld  be r a i s e d  by t h e  a c t l v i t i e s  
scheduled i n  these emphases, bu t  would be addressed by e f f o r t s  t o  
m i t i g a t e  t h e  impacts. 

Hunt ing 



Table 3, P a r t  Om. Decadal Outputs by Altemstlve for  xcwiIm& Roadless A r m  Kmtensl  and Idaho Panhandle Nat lmsl  Forests. 

ALEmmum 
K&MI Natlonal Fwmt 
Idaho Panhandle N e .  For. 

0-m D E W  
Ret. Wlld.mess wlcrss 

Kmtenal 
Idaho Panhandle 

Total 

Roadless k e s  
Kmtenal 

Idaho Panhandle 
Total 

Recnat Ion 
Pr In./Semlpr I..K7MS 

Kmtsna I 

Total 
Idaho Panhandle* 

Sanlprls. k&r.m* 
Kmtenal 

Idaho Panhandla* 
Total 

T1lb.r 
Suitable WU 

Kmtenal 
Idaho Panhandle. 

Total 

V O I ~  I W )  

Idaho Panhandle* 

Idaho Panhandla* 

Idaho Panhandle* 

Kwtenal  I 

Kmtsnal 3 

Kmtenal 5 

H a m s t  Accra - I k r u  
Kmtenal I 

Kmtenal 3 

Kmtenal 5 

Idaho Panhandle* 

Idaho Panhandle* 

Idaho Panhsndls* 

* Estlmatsd Outputs 

A B C D  E F G  H I J K L H N O 
2 4 6  1 5 2 IO 3 8 l l 1 2 2 2 2 9  

0 
0 
0 

15.4 
2.7 
18.1 

60 
0 
60 

78 
1 
79 

16.0 
6.0 
22.0 

1.0 
0 

21.0 
7.0 

56.0 
19.0 

1.2 
0 

3.4 
1.1 
3.7 
1.3 

0 0 0 0 0 0 13.1 0 13.1 0 24.1 0 30.3 31.4 
0 8.3 0 0 0 8.3 8.3 0 0 0 0 0  0 8.3 
0 21.4 0 24.1 0 y1.6 39.7 0 0 0  0 0  0 21.4 

15.0 6.6 12.5 2.7 12.8 1.1 0 22.4 22.5 22.5 6.9 12.9 15.4 18.3 
2.7 0 5.4 5.4 2.7 0 0 2.7 5.6 5.6 2.7 2.7 2.7 0 
17.7 6.6 17.9 8.1 15.5 1.1 0 25.1 28.1 28.1 9.6 15.6 18.1 18.3 

59 SE 37 80 50 92 92 60 62 62 28 50 61 113 
2 2 2 0 0  0 50 

59 118 39 86 50 142 142 62 64 64 28 50 61 163 
0 50 2 2 0 50 50 

80 56 I07 21 91 3 0 48 34 34 118 90 78 0 
1 1 1 1 1 0 0 1 I I I I I I 

81 n I W  22 92 3 0 49 35 35 119 91 79 1 

16.4 12.5 22.0 4.7 18.7 1.1 0 8.6 8.9 8.9 24.0 18.5 16.0 0 
6.0 0 3.0 3.0 6.0 0 0 6.0 3.0 3.0 6.0 6.0 6.0 0 
22.4 12.5 25.0 7.7 24.7 1.1 0 15.6 11.9 11.9 30.0 24.5 22.0 0 

7.0 6.6 13.2 2.0 22.0 0 0 14.5 0.6 4.5 20.0 13.0 1.0 0 " " " 0 0 " " 0 * ~1 n n 0 n - .- ._ 
17.0 14.0 30.9 13.0 6.0 0 6 3.; 22.0 12.7 24.6 22.6 37.6 0 
6.0 4.0 0 7.0 0 0 0 1.0 4.0 4.0 7.0 7.0 7.0 0 
56.0 30.0 51.6 9.0 68.0 0 0 1.5 13.4 8.3 60.0 83.0 54.0 0 
19.0 0 7.0 0 19.0 0 o 2.0 7.0 7.0 19.0 19.0 19.0 0 

1.6 1.6 1.9 .3 2.1 0 0 2.5 0.6 1.0 3.4 2.5 1.6 0 
0 0 0  0 0 0 0 0 .4 .4 0 0 0 0 

2.9 2.5 8.1 1.8 .5 0 0 .5 2.3 1.8 6.2 3.1 4.0 0 
1.0 0.5 0 1.1 0 0  0 .2 .5 .5 1.1 1.0 1.0 0 
3.8 2.2 4.2 .a 5.8 0 0 1.1 1.8 1.3 4.2 5.4 3.6 0 
1.3 0 .6 0 1.3 0 0 .5 .6 .6 1.3 1.3 1.3 0 
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Tsbls 3. Par t  T o .  O r a d d  Outputs by Altsrnatlve tor kmLlhak Roadloss Area. Kmtenal and Idaho Panhandle Matlonal Fomsts. - 
K m t m a l  Natlonal Fo res t  A 8 C O  E F G  H I J K L Y  n o  
Idaho Panhandle Mat. For. 2 4 6 1 5 2 10 3 8 1 1  12 2 2 2 9  

!mmLmmm 
Roads 

Rwds h s i r u c t d  
F l r s t  k a d e  - Wlles 

Kmtena I 1 10 9 12 1 13 0 0 11 6 6 25 14 10 0 
Idaho Panhandle+ 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0  6 6 0 0 0 0 

Totsl 7 10 9 12 1 13 0 0 17 12 12 25 14 IO 0 

Total Road MlIes 
Needed by F l t t h  
Decade - u11es 

Kmtenal  73 74 57 113 19 61 0 0 40 31 31 117 77 69 0 
Idaho Panhandle* 60 60 0 30 30 60 0 0 70 10 10 60 60 60 0 

Total 133 1U 57 143 49 127 0 0 I10 41 41 177 137 129 0 

N11d11te - T6E 
G r l z z l y  SMr 

Habltat %res 
(./O aCtl”1ty) 

Kooteml 
Idaho Panhandle 

Total 

W11d1lts - 01a Gana 

NOT APRICAELE TO THIS 
ROMLESS M E A  

Su-r Raqs YLCrss 
Kmtenal  5.9 5.9 2.5 2.9 0 17.4 0 0 1.3 5.1 5.1 3.7 8.1 5.9 0 

Idaho Panhandle. 0 0 0 0  0 0 0  0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0  
Total 5.9 5.9 2.5 2.9 0 17.4 0 0 1.3 5.1 5.1 3.7 8.1 5.9 0 

I l n t e r  Range Iucrss 
Kmtensl .04 .04 .04 .04 0 0 0 0 5.0 .4 .4 0 .04 .04 0 

Idaho Panhandle. 0 0 0 .01 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0  
Total .04 .M A 4  .05 0 0 0  0 5.0 .4 .4 0 0 0 0  

Mlnerals 
HwdrOCk-Very Hlgh/ 

Hlgh P m e n t l a l  - 
kcasslble WAcns 

Kmtena l  1 .a 0 0 0 0 1.8 0 0 0 0 0 2.8 2.4 1.8 0 
Idaho Panhandle. 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0  

Total I .e 0 0 0 0 1.8 0 0 0 0  0 2.8 2.4 1.8 0 

011 h Gas-Very High/ 
Hlgh Po tsn t l a l  - 
k C e S i l b l e  Wkres 

Kmtena l  NOT APRIWLE IN v i i s  
Idaho Panhandle ROMLESS AREA 

Total 

E s t l m t e d  Outputs 
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KOOTENAI NATIONAL FOREST 

C a b i n e t  Face  West - 01670 S t a t e :  Montana 

Gross  Acres:  13,300 Net Acres: 10,900 
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I. D e s c r i p t i o n  

T h i s  a r e a  i s  l o c a t e d  a l o n g  t h e  no r thwes t  edge of  the Cab ine t  Mountains 
Wi lde rness ,  e x t e n d i n g  f o r  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  1 6  m i l e s  from Swanson Creek on t h e  
n o r t h  t o  t h e  Middle Fork B u l l  River on t h e  South The area i s  bo rde red  by 
t h e  Lake Creek and B u l l  R i v e r  V a l l e y s  t o  t h e  west and t h e  C a b i n e t  Mountains 
Wi lde rness  t o  t h e  e a s t ,  w i t h  a n  a v e r a g e  w i d t h  of  abou t  one m i l e .  T h e  a r e a  
i s  r e a d i l y  a c c e s s i b l e  from r o a d s  and t r a i l s  l e a d i n g  o f f  t h e  B u l l  R i v e r  Road 
( S t a t e  Highway 5 6 ) .  These i n c l u d e  t h e  Madge Creek Road, Taylor  Peak T r a i l ,  
and t r a i l s  up t h e  North Fork and Middle Fork o f  t h e  B u l l  River. 

The a r e a  is s t e e p  and rugged,  and i s  p r i m a r i l y  a s i d e h i l l  s i t u a t i o n  a long  
t h e  no r thwes t  f l a n k  of  t h e  C a b i n e t  Mountains.  The d r a i n a g e s  and s i d e  
s l o p e s  are f o r e s t e d  b u t ,  o v e r a l l ,  t h e  t i m b e r  p r o d u c t i v i t y  i s  c o n s i d e r e d  
f a i r  to poor.  

The B u l l  R ive r  v a l l e y  h a s  a growing p o p u l a t i o n ,  s p u r r e d  by t h e  ASARCO M t .  
Vernon mine n e a r  Troy and t h e  r e c r e a t i o n  f e a t u r e s  of B u l l  Lake and t h e  Lake 
Creek a r e a .  

Ecosystems r e p r e s e n t e d  i n  t h i s  area i n c l u d e  Western Ponderosa P i n e  and 
Doug las - f i r  F o r e s t s .  

C u r r e n t  r e c r e a t i o n  u s e  is l i g h t  t o  moderate  (1,500 R M ' s  p e r  y e a r )  and 
c o n s i s t s  of  v i ewing ,  h u n t i n g ,  h i k i n g ,  camping, and f i s h i n g .  

11. C a p a b i l i t y  

A. N a t u r a l  I n t e g r i t y  and Appearance 

The on ly  developments  w i t h i n  t h e  r o a d l e s s  area a r e  s h o r t  segments of  
w i l d e r n e s s  access t r a i l s  i n  f o u r  l o c a t i o n s .  The re  are no l o o k o u t s  o r  
o t h e r  known s t r u c t u r e s .  

B. O p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  S o l i t u d e  

Some of  t h e  d r a i n a g e s  i n  t h e  r o a d l e s s  a r e a  are w e l l  d e f i n e d  and we l l  
v e g e t a t e d ,  p r o v i d i n g  ample o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  s o l i t u d e .  O the r  p o r t i o n s  
f a c e  s t e e p l y  i n t o  t h e  Lake Creek and B u l l  R ive r  v a l l e y s  and d o  n o t  
have good o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  s o l i t u d e  b u t  d o  lend s o l i t u d e  t o  t h e  
e x i s t i n g  w i l d e r n e s s  th rough  i n c r e a s e d  s ize .  
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The t r a i l s  along the  scenic  stream bottoms and the  open r idges  leading 
t o  t h e  main wi lderness  d i v i d e  o f f e r  p r i m i t i v e  r e c r e a t i o n  experiences.  
There i s  a l s o  high q u a l i t y  hunting f o r  d e e r ,  e l k ,  and bea r  throughout 
t h e  a rea .  Hiking some of the  s t eep  a r e a s  without a t r a i l  and 
crosscount ry  sk i ing  the  Gordon Peak a rea  present  s i g n i f i c a n t  p r imi t ive  
r e c r e a t i o n  oppor tun i t i e s .  

D. Other Fea tu res  

Mountain g o a t s  win ter  i n  t h e  Camp Creek a r e a ,  and bighorn sheep can 
o f t e n  be seen i n  the  Ibex Peak area.  

E. Manageabili ty and Boundaries 

The a rea  was inventor ied  dur ing  RARE 11. The recommendation a t  t h a t  
time was f o r  a wi lderness  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  f o r  the  a rea .  The d i f f e r e n c e  
i n  t h e  acreage f i g u r e s  below r e f l e c t  an adjustment made t o  t h e  
road le s s  inventory t o  match t h e  Fores t  d a t a  base. 

Gross Net 
tbssgg A k X R  

12000 9600 RARE I1 inventory 

13300 10900 1983 road le s s  inventory 

There a r e  about 2,400 a c r e s  of p r i v a t e  land c o n s t i t u t i n g  t h e  major 
p o t e n t i a l  c o n f l i c t  wi th  a wi lderness  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n .  The lands a r e  
owned by t h e  S t a t e  of Montana, Champion Timberlands (formerly S t .  
Regis) ,  and Plum Creek Timberlands, Incorporated.  

The p resen t  boundaries of t h e  e x i s t i n g  wi lderness  a r e  d i f f i c u l t  t o  
fo l low a s  they a r e ,  f o r  t h e  most p a r t ,  topographica l ly  i l l o g i c a l .  The 
road le s s  a r e a  boundary would not  only make t h e  e x i s t i n g  wi lderness  
more manageable through more well-defined. l o g i c a l  boundaries .  b u t  
would a l s o  add width t o  an e x i s t i n g  wi lderness  a r e a  t h a t  i s  d i f f i c u l t  
t o  manage because of i t s  narrow conf igu ra t ion .  The road le s s  a r e a  
boundary i s  wi th in  p r i v a t e  land i n  a few p laces ,  which makes an 
,I optimum" adjustment d i f f i c u l t  t o  achieve.  
were drawn back t o  t h e  Fores t  boundary, i t  would s t i l l  be b e t t e r  than 
t h e  p re sen t  midslope wi lderness  boundaries.  

But even i f  t h e  boundary 

111. A v a i l a b i l i t y  

A. S i g n i f i c a n t  Resource P o t e n t i a l s  

1. Recrea t ion  

The a rea  has t h e  p o t e n t i a l  t o  provide approximately 4,400 RM's 
of wi lderness  r e c r e a t i o n  per  year .  Current  use i s  est imated t o  
be  1,500 RM's per  year .  

r 

. 
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2. Wild l i f e  and F i sh  

The a rea  i s  i n  g r i z z l y  h a b i t a t .  
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The t r i b u t a r i e s  t o  Lake Creek, Bu l l  Lake, and Bu l l  River con ta in  
small  popula t ions  of c u t t h r o a t  and brook t r o u t ,  depending on 
grad ien t .  The North Fork and Middle Fork of t h e  B u l l  River 
con ta in  c u t t h r o a t  and some l a r g e  b u l l  t r o u t .  

3. Timber 

Some of the  a rea  (6,300 ac res )  i s  s u i t a b l e  t imberland capable  of 
producing a t  l e a s t  20 cubic  f e e t  pe r  year  of growth. Over 95% of 
t h i s  timberland i s  on s lopes  i n  excess  of 55% and road access  is 
d i f f i c u l t  and c o s t l v .  Timber harves t  w i l l  r e q u i r e  cab le  sys t ems  
o r  a e r i a l  logging ( h e l i c o p t e r s ) .  

8 .  Other Resources 

1. Range 

There a r e  no l i v e s t  :k graz ing  allotmen 
is a l l  t r a n s i t o r y  range. 

2. Minerals 

S .  The graz ing  PO er i a  1 

The mineral  p o t e n t i a l  is considered low and t h e  o i l  and gas  
p o t e n t i a l  i s  moderate. There a r e  25 mining c la ims  i n  the  a rea  
and 8 l ea se  a p p l i c a t i o n s  pending. 

3. C u l t u r a l  Resources 

There a r e  no i d e n t i f i e d  h i s t o r i c  o r  p r e h i s t o r i c  c u l t u r a l  s i t e s  i n  
the  a rea .  Based on surveys done i n  s i m i l a r  a r e a s ,  t h e  
p r o b a b i l i t y  of p r e h i s t o r i c  s i t e s  occurr ing is considered low. 

4. Water 

Mean annual p r e c i p i t a t i o n  f o r  t h e  a rea  v a r i e s  from 35 t o  100 
inches based on e leva t ion .  
from 15 t o  60 inches,  again based on e l eva t ion .  Q u a l i t y  of t h e  
water resource remains high a t  a l l  times except during seasonal  
peak runoff  events.  

Average annual runoff  a l s o  v a r i e s .  



C. Resource S i t u a t i o n  

Table 1 
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rv  Unit CabogBrv ~ Unit 

Gross Acres 
Net Acres 

Acres 13300 
Acres 10900 

Recreat ion 
Semiprim. Nonmotor. RVDs 1500 

Range 
S u i t a b l e  Acres Acres 0 
AUMs AUMs 0 

Timber 
Ten ta t ive  S u i t a b l e  Acres 6300 
Standing Volume MMBF 74 

Exis t ing  h P o t e n t i a l  No. 0 
Corr idors  

W i l d l i f e  - TbE 
G r  i z z  l y  Bear Habi ta t  

S i t u a t i o n  1 Acres 10000 
S i t u a t i o n  2 Acres 0 
S i t u a t i o n  3 Acres 0 

Wi ld l i f e  - Big Game (Elk ,  Deer, 
Goat, Sheep) 

Summer Range To ta l  Acres 3800 
Winter Range Tota l  Acres 400 

Spec ia l  Uses Exis t ing  No. 1 
Ex is t ing Fac i 1 i t  i e s  No. 0 

D. Management Cons idera t ions  

S i g n i f i c a n t  F i s h e r i e s  
Stream Miles 
Stream Habi ta t  
Lakes 
Lake  Habi ta t  

Water Developments 
Exis t ing  

Minerals 
Hardrock P o t e n t i a l  

Very High 
High 
Mod e r a  t e 
Low 

Niles  
Acres 
No. 
Acres 

No. 

Acres 
Acres 
Acres 
Acres 

Mining Claims No. 
O i l  6 Gas P o t e n t i a l  

Very High Acres 
High Acres 
Mod e r a  t e Acres 
Low Acres 
Unknown Acres 

O i l  h Gas Leases 

5 - 
- 
- 

0 

- 
- 
- 

10900 
25 

0 
0 
0 

10900 
0 

Lease Appl ica t ions  No. a 
Acres Applied For-Acs. 10900 

1 .  

2. 

3. 

Land Use Author iza t ions  

There is one s p e c i a l  use  permit ,  a domestic water t ransmiss ion  
l i n e  t o  Swanson's Lodge on t h e  no r th  end of the  road le s s  a rea .  

F i r e  

The a rea  has  a low t o  moderate f i r e  occurrence ( 8  f i r e s  i n  t h e  
l a s t  10 years ) .  
c o n i f e r  s t ands  with th i ck ,  downed, woody m a t e r i a l  a s  ground f u e l s  
(Fue l  Model G )  on t h e  lower s lopes  merging i n t o  more spa r se  f u e l s  
on t h e  upper s lopes  (Fuel  Model H) 

Insect and Disease 

The i n s e c t  and d i s e a s e  s i t u a t i o n  i s  s t a b l e  w i t h  no major s t ands  
of s u s c e p t i b l e  lodgepole pine o r  spruce o r  i n s e c t / d i s e a s e  
a c t i v i t y  occurr ing .  

The f u e l s  s i t u a t i o n  is predominately d e n s e  
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There a r e  2,400 acres o f  p r i v a t e  lands i n  t h e  roadless area, 
located on the  western edge. 
S t a t e  o f  Montana, Champion Timberlands ( fo rmer l y  S t .  Regis Paper 
Co.), and Plum Creek Timberlands inc. (p rev ious l y  known as 
B u r i i n g t o n  Northern Timberlands). 
make land exchanges w i t h  these proper ty  owners. 

The p roper t i es  a r e  owned by t h e  

There a r e  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  t o  

A. Prox im i t y  t o  Other Wilderness and to  Popu la t ion  Centers 

The area i s  about 15-30 m i l e s  from Libby, 10 m i l e s  from Troy and i s  
contiguous t o  t h e  Cabinet Mountains Wllderness. 
from Spokane, Washington and about 190 m i l e s  from Mlssoula, Montana. 

I t  i s  about 150 m i les  

B. Cont r i bu t i on  t o  Nat ional  Wllderness Preserva t ion  System 

Th is  area i s  representa t ive  o f  t he  Cabinet-Yaak G r i z z l y  Bear Ecosystem 
which i s  uncomnan i n  t h e  e x i s t i n g  wi lderness system. 

C. Pub1 IC I n t e r e s t  

During t h e  p u b l i c  comment per iod  f o r  RARE I I ,  about 200 people 
commnted on Cabinet Face West. 
issue o f  wi lderness c l a s s i f  i c a t i o n  (54% opposed, 43% favored, 3% 
ambivalent).  RARE I I  recommended approximately 8100 acres f o r  
wilderness. During t h e  U n i t  P lan p u b l i c  commnt pe r iod  (Keeler U n i t  
Plan, February 1979 and B u l l  River-Clark Fork U n i t  Plan, January 1980) 
sane concern was expressed f o r  p r o t c t i n g  t h e  p r i m i t i v e  q u a l i t y  of t h e  
area. 

Approximately 6900 acres of Cabinet Face West was included i n  bo th  t h e  
Govarnor's wi lderness recommendations t o  the  b n t a n a  Congressional 
de legat ion and t h e  l e g i s l a t i v e  wilderness proposal for Montana i n  
June, 1984. 

The respondents were d i v ided  on the  

V. A l t e r n a t i v e s  and Environmental Consequences 

A. Management P r e s c r i p t i o n  Asslgnment by A l t e r n a t i v e  

M u l t i p l e  use management p r e s c r i p t i o n s  were grouped i n t o  ca tegor ies  
(management emphases) which have s i m i l a r  impacts on t h e  wilderness and 
roadless resources. The fo l l ow ing  t a b l e  (Table 2) d i sp lays  how t h e  
roadless area acreage was designated i n  each a l t e r n a t i v e .  I n  
addi t ion,  t h e  summary of management emphasis f u r t h e r  de f ines  t h e  r a t e  
o f  development t h a t  I s  expected t o  a x u r  i n  some a l t e r n a t i v e s  as we l l  
as t h e  f u t u r e  d i s p o s i t i o n  o f  t h e  Inventor ied  road less  area. 
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.. 
Recreation, Vlewlng, 
Hlnlmm Use Ares 6.4 1.8 1.8 2.7 .S 4.6 .5 0 1.4 1.3 1.3 4.5 5.5 5.7 5.7 

Nonrlldwnear ( D o n l o p d l  
TIrber Harvest H l t h  

Wlldl l te  andlor 
Vlerlng Manag-nt, 
Hlnlnum Use &reas due to 

Regeneration 
Prob I emf 4.4 .9 2.4 0 .6 6.5 0 0 1.2 1.5 1.5 6.5 5.4 5.2 0 

steep Slopes or 

W1ld.mess 
Rec-nded Wllderne5s 0 8.1 6.7 8.1 9.8 0 10.4 10.9 8.2 8.0 8.0 0 0 0 6.7 .......................................................................................................................... 

SYTOdry O f  Uanag.P.nt Eqhpha*ls: 

Honrllderrms 
Developed - Decade 1: 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0  

Decade 5: 4.4 . 9 2 . 4  0 . 6 6 . 5  0 0 1 . 2 1 . 5 1 . 5 6 . 3 5 . 4 5 . 2  0 

RosdlsSS - Decade 1 :  10.9 2.8 4.2 2.8 1.1 10.9 .5 0 2.7 2.4 2,4 10.9 10.9 10.9 3.7 
Decade 5:  6.4 1.8 1.8 2.8 .5 4.6 .5 0 1.4 1.3 1.3 4.5 5.5 5.7 3.7 

Rec-nded N I I dem.IS o 8.1 6.7 8.1 9.8 o 10.4 10.9 8.2 8.0 8.0 o o o 6.7 

Total Acres- Wlnt F a s  W e s t  10.9 10.9 10.9 10.9 10.9 10.9 10.4 10.9 10.9 10.9 10.9 10.9 10.9 10.9 10.9 



B. lrnpacts 

1. Designation: Wilderness 
lubnagemnt Ehlphasls: Wilderness 

C-52 
Cabinet Face West-01670 

i 

The Cabinet  Face West road less  area i s  recommended f o r  wi lderness 
I n  i t s  e n t i r e t y  i n  A l t e r n a t i v e s  G and H wh i l e  A l t e r n a t i v e s  B, C, 
D, E, I, J, K, and 0 recommend 74%, 61%. 748, 8 4 .  75%, 73%: 738, 
and 61% respec t i ve l y .  
management a c t i v i t l e s  a s s m i a t d  w i t h  wi lderness areas al though 
t h e  establ ishment  o f  these areas may, I n  i t s e l f ,  have e f f e c t s  on 
o the r  resources and uses. 

Wilderness c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  w i l  I preserve t h e  p r i m i t i v e  q u a l i t i e s  
of t h e  are> inc lud ing  t h e  natura lness and o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  
so l i t ude .  As wilderness, t h e  area would a l s o  c o n t r i b u t e  t o  t h e  
sol i t ude  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  o f  t h e  adjacent  Cabinet Mountains 
WI Iderness. 

There a r e  6300 acres o f  s u i t a b l e  t i h e r l a n d  located w l t h i n  t h e  
roadless area. 
t imber land t h a t  would be located i n  wi lderness i n  e s h  
a l t e r n a t i v e .  

There a r e  no s p e c i f i c  ground-d is turb ing 

The f o l l o w i n g  c h a r t  d i sp lays  t h e  amount of 

Acres of S u i t a b l e  T i f b e r i a n d  in Wilderness 
(M Acres) 

A B C D E F  G H I  d K L M W 0 

0 5.4 4.0 5.4 5 .8  0 6 . 3  6 . 3  5.4 3.2 3 . 2  0 0 0 4.0 

Oppor tun i t ies  t o  manage t h e  t imber  resource would be foregone 
canp le te l y  i n  A l t e r n a t i v e s  G and H and t o  lesser  ex ten ts  i n  
A l t e r n a t i v e s  B. C, 0, E, I, J, K, and 0. 

G r i z z l y  bear h a b i t a t  ( S i t u a t i o n  1 - c r i t i c a l  t o  t h e  recovery of 
t h e  species) covers m s t  o f  t h e  roadless area. Wilderness 
management would p rov ide  s e c u r i t y  t o  t h e  bear by p r o h i b l t i n g  
roading thereby reducing sharp increases i n  human a c t i v i t y .  
However, o p p o r t u n i t i e s  t o  increase forage through burn ing and 
t imber  harves t  would n o t  occur. 

Oppor tun i t ies  t o  manage b i g  game summer range through t imber  
harves t  would a l so  be unavai lab le.  As w i t h  t h e  g r i z z l y  bears, 
however, wi lderness would p rov ide  s e c u r i t y  fo r  b i g  game by 
l i m i t i n g  access i n t o  t h e  area. 

Wilderness w i l l  r e s t r i c t  t h e  e x p l o r a t i o n  fo r ,  and removal of ,  
minera l  resources. Under t h e  Wilderness Act, t h e  land would be 
withdrawn from mineral  en t r y  for hard rock s ince  no v a l i d  mining 
c la ims e x i s t .  The o i l  and gas lease app l i ca t i ons  would n o t  be 
honored and t h e  land would be withdrawn from mineral  leasing. 
Th is  r e s t r i c t i o n  i s  n o t  considered s i g n i f i c a n t  i n  t h a t  t h e  
mineral  p o t e n t i a l  i s  low and t h e  o i l  and gas p o t e n t i a l  i s  
moderate. 
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A c t i v i t i e s  permissable  i n  wi lderness ,  when au thor ized  by the  1964 
Wilderness A c t  o r  wilderness  management p l ans ,  can c o s t  more than 
a c t i v i t i e s  i n  a r e a s  without t h e  r e s t r i c t i o n s .  R e s t r i c t i o n s  apply 
p r imar i ly  t o  mode of t r a n s p o r t a t i o n ,  use of chainsaws i n  t h e  
wi lderness ,  and removing s igns  of t h e  i n t r u s i o n  a f t e r  p r o j e c t  
completion. When permi t ted ,  a c t i v i t i e s  such a s  mineral  
exp lo ra t ion ,  d i s e a s e  and pes t  c o n t r o l ,  and f i r e  suppress ion ,  
would be  conducted while  p ro tec t ing  the  wi lderness  va lues  which, 
i n  t u r n ,  r e q u i r e s  more t i m e .  adherence t o  more s t r i n g e n t  
requirements ,  and more money being s p e n t .  

S o c i a l  and economic e f f e c t s  would c e n t e r  around the  resource  
va lues  of r e c r e a t i o n ,  w i l d l i f e ,  wi lderness ,  and timber. 
Semiprimit ive r e c r e a t i o n  a c t i v i t i e s  such a s  hunting i n  a road le s s  
s e t t i n g ,  would cont inue.  Timberland would not  be a v a i l a b l e  i n  
A l t e r n a t i v e s  G and H ,  thus  not  support ing t h e  wood products  
indus t ry .  Those pub l i c s  valuing wi lderness  would be supported by 
these  management emphases. 

2. Designation: Nonwilderness (Roadless) 
Management Emphases: P r i m i t i v e  Recreat ion.  Semiprimit i v e  

Nonmotorized Recreat ion,  Viewing, and 
Limited Use Areas 

Each a l t e r n a t i v e .  except  A l t e r n a t i v e s  G and H ,  de s igna te  a 
po r t ion  of t h e  a rea  t o  t h i s  emphasis. T h e  following c h a r t  
d i s p l a y s  t h e  percent  of t h e  a r e a  des igna ted  f o r  road le s s  
management by a l t e r n a t i v e .  

Percent  of Roadless Area Designated f o r  Roadless Management 
By A l t e r n a t i v e  

A B C D E F C H x J K L H N 0 

58 16 16 24 4 42 0 0 1 2  11 11 41 50 52 33 

There a r e  few, i f  any, ground-disturbing management a c t i v i t i e s  
s p e c i f i c a l l y  a s soc ia t ed  with roadlessness .  
a s soc ia t ed  p r imar i ly  with d ispersed  r e c r e a t i o n  inc luding  hunt ing 
and f i sh ing .  

These emphases w i l l  provide o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  semiprimit ive 
r e c r e a t i o n  while  maintaining road le s s  cha rac t e r .  Old growth 
t imber h a b i t a t  w i l l  a l s o  be maintained and g r i z z l y  h a b i t a t  w i l l  
b e  p ro tec t ed .  

Like wi lderness ,  road le s s  des igna t ions  r e q u i r e  more s t r i n g e n t  
requirements  f o r  conducting a c t i v i t i e s .  requirements  t h a t  a r e  
designed t o  p r o t e c t  t h e  q u a l i t i e s  i nhe ren t  i n  a road le s s  
a l l o c a t i o n .  R e s t r i c t i o n s  on access  and mode of t r a v e l  a r e  major 
l i m i t a t i o n s  for conducting a c t i v i t i e s ,  o f t e n  making t h e  a c t i v i t y  
more expensive t o  accomplish. 
w i l d l i f e  and f i s h  h a b i t a t  improvements. mineral .  o i l  and gas  
exploration/development, i n s e c t  and d i s e a s e  c o n t r o l ,  and w i l d f i r e  
suppress  ion. 

A c t i v i t i e s  a r e  

Secur i ty  f o r  b ig  game would be  maintained. 

Such a c t i v i t i e s  can inc lude  
3 



c-54 
Csb ine t  Face West-01670 

. The s o c i a l  and econanic e f f e c t s  a r e  p r i m a r i l y  t h e  b e n e f i t s  of 
semip r im i t i ve  r e c r e a t i o n  oppor tun i t i es .  
a v a i l a b l e  for harves t  under these emphases. 

Timber would n o t  be 

3. Designation: k n a i i d e r n e s s  (Developed) 
Managemant Emphases: B i g  Gama Winter Range Timber, B i g  Gama 

Sunmar Range Tlmber, W I  i d i  ife Timber, 
G r i z z l y  Timbero Timber Opt imizat ion,  
Timber Vieulng, Viewing Timber, Min imum 
Use due t o  S t e e p  Slopes or Regeneratlon 
Prabiems. 

Timber harves t  and associated a c t l v i t i e s  such as road b u i l d i n g  
have more a f f e c t  on t h e  phys ica l  and b i o l o g i c a l  environment than 
any o f  t h e  o the r  f o r e s t  managemant a c t i v i t i e s .  The ex ten t  o f  t h e  
e f f e c t s  a r e  dependent on management regimes se lected.  
f o l l o w i n g  d i sp lays  t h e  percent o f  t h e  area  designated t o  these 
emphases i n  each a l t e r n a t i v e .  

The 

Percent  of the Area Designated for Dewelopmantai A c t i v i t i e s  
By A l t e r n a t i v e  

A 0 C D E F G H I  J K L M W O  

40 8 22 0 6 57 0 0 1 1  13 13 57 49 47 0 

No a l t e r n a t i v e  i n  t h i s  emphasis group, however, scheduled any 
development a c t i v i t i e s  du r ing  t h e  f i r s t  decade. 
t h e  end of t h l s  d iscuss ion) .  By t h e  f i f t h  decade, however, about 
4 m i l e s  o f  road would be i n  p lace  i n  m s t  a l t e r n a t i v e s .  

For  t h e  f i r s t  t e n  years, t h e  w i  iderness c h a r z t e r  o f  t h e  area 
would be maintained. By the t h i r d  decade, t h e  natura lness O f  t h e  
area would be irrpacted by t imber  c u t t i n g  u n i t s ,  roads, and o the r  
evidence o f  human mod i f i ca t i ons  i n  a l t e r n a t i v e s  A, 8, C, F, K, L, 
M, and N. The area faces i n t o  t h e  B u l l  Lake Va l ley  and 
a c t i v i t i e s  conducted along t h e  fac ing  slopes would be h i g h l y  
v i s i b l e .  Roading foregoes t h e  oppor tun i t y  t o  cons ider  t h e  area 
f o r  wi lderness i n  t h e  long te rm and reduces t h e  oppor tun i t y  for 
p r i m i t i v e  r a r e d t i o n  and experiences of sol i tude.  

Timber harves t  and roads could r e s u l t  i n  a shor t - term reduc t i on  
I n  b i g  game cover and secu r i t y .  A c t i v i t i e s  conducted i n  b i g  game 
h a b i t a t  a r e  coord inated w i t h  w i l d l i f e  needs and inc lude t h e  
c l o s u r e  o f  roads upon complet ion o f  t h e  a c t i v i t y  and insur ing  
t h a t  adequate cover i s  l e f t .  Long-term b e n e f i t s  t o  w i l d l i f e  
Include main ta in ing  and inprov ing w i l d l i f e  forage. 

(See Table 3 a t  
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Timber management a c t i v i t i e s  can d i r e c t l y  a f f e c t  t h e  g r i z z l y  
popu la t i on  i n  t h e  shor t - term by logging a c t i v i t i e s  and t h e  long 
te rm by road access i n t o  a roadless area. Access i n t o  t h e  area  
cou ld  d i sp lace  t h e  bear  and increase t h e  oppor tun i t y  f o r  
human/bear encounters. Timber management a c t i v i t i e s ,  I f  we l l  
c o o r d i n a t d ,  can produce b e n e f i t s  b y  producing more des i rab le  
forage for g r i z z l i e s  through c e r t a i n  t imber  ha rves t  and s i t e  
p repara t i on  p r x t i c e s  such as smai I c l e a r c u t s  and broadcast 
burn ing  instead of t r a c t o r  p i l i n g .  Roads would be c losed i n  a 
tircely manner t o  minimize humadbear encounter; and displacement. 

Socia l  and econanic e f f e c t s  a r e  r e l a t e d  p r i m a r i l y  t o  t h e  resource 
values of t imber, w i l d l l f e ,  wi lderness, and recrea t ion .  The 
ha rves t  of t imber  i s  impor tant  t o  t h e  econanic base of 
communlties i n  t h e  f o r e s t .  Tinrber from t h e  Cabinet  Face West 
road less  area would c o n t r i b u t e  t o  t h e  econanic base. Hunt ing 
exper iences cou ld  be a l t e r 4  because o f  t h e  change I n  t h e  
roadless s e t t i n g  t o  a roaded na tu ra l  s e t t i n g .  Road c losu res  
would r e t a i n  t h e  area c l o s e r  t o  i t s  e x i s t i n g  c h a r x t e r .  Those 
pub1 i c s  d e s i r i n g  wi lderness o r  road less  management f o r  t h e  area  
would n o t  b e  supported by t h i s  mix of emphases. Concerns about 
impacts on g r i z z l y  bear, b i g  game, and o the r  species cou ld  be 
r a i s e d  by t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  scheduled i n  these emphases, b u t  would 
be addressed by e f f o r t s  t o  m i t i g a t e  t h e  impacts. 

. 
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T e l o  3. Ossadal Ovtpuh by Alternatlve for bed less  Area. - 
OECME A B C D  E F 0 H I J K L H N O  

Ret. Wlldsrness H k r e s  0 8.1 6.7 8.1 9.8 0 10.4 10.9 8.2 8.0 8.0 0 0 0 6.7 

Roadlass M k r e s  6.4 1.8 1.8 2.7 .5 4.6 .5 0 1.4 1.3 1.3 4.5 5.5 5.7 3.7 
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Prlm./Semlprl..)lRM)s m 33 29 33 33 m 33 33 n 32 32 2.1 3.0 2.8 35 

smxnlprim. mtor.nRvos 18 20 9 0  1 15 0 0 I9 1 I 2.7 1.4 1.8 0 

Su I tab I e H k r e s  4.4 .9 2.4 0 .6 6.3 0 0 1.2 1.5 1.5 6.3 5.4 5.2 0 
V0I”mm I-) 1 0 0 0  0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0  0 0  0 

3 .7  .7 .7 0 0 20.0 0 0 0 0 3.0 21.0 21.0 21.0’ 0 
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Cablnet  Face East  - 01671 State: b n t e n a  

Gross Acres: 54,000 Met Acres: 50,400 
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I e Descr ip t i on  

The area i s  located along t h e  eastern edge o f  t h e  Cabinet  Mountain 
Wilderness, extending about 36 m i l e s  south  from t h e  town of Libby. The 
average w id th  i s  approximately 2 mi les  (see map). The road less  area i s  
access ib le  from t h e  many t r a i l s  and roads o f f  U.S.  Highway 2, leading up 
t h e  many drainages of t h e  Cabinets. 

Topography i s  a row o f  rugged canyons fo r  which t h e  Cabinet  Mountains 
der ived i t s  name. Topographic r e l i e f  i s  approximately 5,000 feet,  ranging 
from a r e l a t i v e l y  low e l e v a t i o n  of 3,600 f e e t  a t  B i g  Cherry Creek t o  over 
7,000 f e e t  on Cable Mountain. Most o f  t h e  area i s  steep (s lopes  over 5 5  
percent)  w i t h  a h i g h l y  d issected drainage pa t te rn .  The h ighe r  e l e v a t i o n s  
a r e  rugged, steep, rocky and sparse ly  timbered. The lower e l e v a t i o n  
stream bot tans  a r e  t I h e r e d .  

The surrounding area includes t h e  Cabinet  Mountains W I  lderness on t h e  
western edge and Nat ional  Fo res t  land managed for t imber  and w i l d l i f e  on 
t h e  eastern edge. Oppor tun i t ies  f o r  so1 i t ude  a r e  p l e n t i f u l  b o t h  w l t h l n  t h e  
roadless area and t o  t h e  west w i t h i n  t h e  e x i s t i n g  Cabinet  Mountains 
Wi Iderness. 

Douglas-f ir and Western Spruce F i r  Fo res t  ecosystems a r e  representa i .  

A t t r a c t i o n s  t o  Cabinet Face East  inc lude t h e  numerous h i k i n g  t r a i l s ,  
o p p o r t u n i t i e s  for snwmobi l i n g  and roaded crosscountry  s k i i n g  ( n o t  I ns ide  
t h e  roadless area boundary), o l d  min ing s i t es ,  t h e  w i l d l i f e  and t h e  views 
o f fe red .  Cur ren t  use i s  considered moderate (12,000 RVD's per  year)  
serv ing  p r i m a r i l y  as e n t r y  i n t o  t h e  Cabinet Mountains Wilderness. 

I I .  C a p a b i l i t y  

A. 

6. 

. 

. 

Natura l  I n t e g r i t y  and Appearance 

The road less  area boundary excludes most lrrprovernents and a l l  roads, 
leav ing t h e  inventor ied  area very na tu ra l  appearing. 

The e x i s t i n g  Scenery Mountain Lookout I s  t h e  most no t i ceab le  man-made 
fea tu re  w i t h i n  the  roadless area  and it i s  located on t h e  edge of t h e  
Cabinet Mountains Wilderness. An except ion t o  a l low i t s  cont inued use 
would be necessary i f  t h e  area were designated wi lderness. 

Oppor tun i t ies  for S o l i t u d e  

The nor thern h a l f  o f  t h e  roadless area o f f e r s  good o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  
s o l i t u d e  because o f  fo res ted  slopes and lack of roads. The southern 
h a l f  o f f e r s  moderate o p p o r t u n i t i e s  for sol l t ude  because o f  t h e  
e x i s t i n g  low standard roads t h a t  penet ra te  w i t h i n  t h e  steep canyons. 
I f  t h e  roads were closed, o p p o r t u n i t i e s  for s o l i t u d e  would be 
increased. 
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P r i m i t i v e  r e c r e a t i o n  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  inc lude h ik ing ,  hunt ing,  s t rean  
f i sh ing ,  horseback r i d i n g  and snowmobiling on t h e  e x i s t i n g  roads 
(ou ts ide  t h e  inventor ied  road iess  area) .  

Chal lenging experiences a r e  a v a i l a b l e  such as r a k  c l lmb ing  on t h e  
steep rock faces and crosscountry  s k i  tour ing ,  p r i m a r i l y  i n  t h e  south 
h a l f .  

D. Other Features 

Special fea tures  inc lude g r i z z l y  bear  hab i ta t ,  goats  and moose, and 
views of h i s t o r i c  mining a c t i v i t y .  A Research Natura l  Area candidate 
i s  a l s o  located i n  t h e  lower p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  Parmenter Creek drainage. 

E. Manageabi l i ty  and Boundaries 

The area i s  a combinat ion o f  f ou r  road less  areas inventa- ied du r ing  
t h e  RARE i I  e f f o r t .  The recommendations were f o r  nonwl lderness b u t  
t h e  areas have been managed as road less  and, as such, have maintained 
t h e i r  wi lderness character .  

Gross W e t  
lkc€ls !kE!&s 

18200 18000 RARE I I inventory  

t36600 t32400 Combined w i t h  former Cabinet  Face East 
(West). Cabinet  Face, and Barren Peak 
road less  areas. 

54800 50400 1983 Roadless Inventory  

The Scenery Mountain lockout,  an e l e c t r o n i c  s i t e  on  Ind ian  Head 
Mountain, and about 4,400 acres of p r i v a t e  land c o n s t i t u t e  t h e  major 
nonconforming uses i n  t h e  area. The p r i v a t e  lands inc lude t h e  
checkerboard ownership p a t t e r n  between t h e  Fo res t  Serv ice  and Plum 
Creek Timberland, Incorporated, and twelve pa ten ta j  mining c l a i f f i .  

Th is  long, l i n e a r  roadless area has a boundary which i s  e a s i l y  
de f i neab le  I n  sane places good and i n  o t h e r  places, less so. 
Throughout i t s  e n t i r e  length t h e  boundary would produce a n e t  ga in  i n  
she manageabi l i ty  of t h e  wi lderness through increased s i z e  r e l a t i v e  t o  
i t s  border.  

The l e a s t  des i reab le  p a r t s  of t h e  Inventor ied  road less  boundary a r e  
t h e  narrow c o r r i d o r s  drawn t o  exclude t h e  roads i n  b a r ,  Cable, 
Poorman, Ramsey, and L ibby  Creeks. I n  i t s  p resent  conf igura t ion ,  t h i s  
boundary would a l l ow  nonconforming uses well w i t h i n  t h e  topographic  
conf ines  o f  a p o t e n t i a l  wi lderness. A w i lderness  boundary t h a t  c losed 
o f f  t h e  e x i s t i n g  roads i n  Grani te,  Leigh, Snowshoe, E i g  Cherry, b a r ,  
Cable, Poorman, Raffiey, and L ibby Creeks a t  t h e  ent rance t o  t h e  
canyons would be a more des i rab le  l o c a t i o n  f o r  a wi lderness boundary. 
Many of these roads a r e  c u r r e n t l y  c losed on  a seasonal bas i s  t o  
p rov ide  g r i z z l y  bear secu r i t y .  

Approxlmately 20,000 acres have e x i s t i n g  o i l  8 gas leases. 
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A. S i g n i f i c a n t  Resource P o t e n t i a l s  

1. 

2. 

3 .  

4 .  
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Recreat ion 

The a rea  has t h e  p o t e n t i a l  t o  provide approxima r 19,000 R V D ' s  .. 
of road le s s  r ec rea t ion .  Current r e c r e a t i o n  u s e  c o n s i s t s  
pr imar i ly  of hunt ing,  h ik ing ,  c rosscount ry  sk i ing .  and 
snowmobiling and i s  est imated a t  approximately 12,000 RVD's per  
year.  
w i t h  a wilderness  a rea .  Snowmobile use  i s  c u r r e n t l y  popular on 
the  Bear, Cable, Poorman, and Ramsey Creek roads which a r e  
o u t s i d e  the  inventor ied  roadless  a rea  boundary. Some off-road 
use i s  occurr ing i n  these  dra inages  and p o t e n t i a l  c o n f l i c t s  w i t h  
snowmobiling could r e s u l t  from a wilderness  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n .  The 
proposed Great Northern S k i  Area i s  a l s o  located wi th in  a po r t ion  
of t h e  roadless  a rea .  This s k i  a r e a  proposal  would be 
incompatible w i t h  a wilderness  des igna t ion .  

Wi ld l i f e  and Fish  

Cabinet Face East i s  an important w i l d l i f e  a rea  conta in ing  
occupied g r i z z l y  h a b i t a t ,  e lk  win ter  and summer range, black bear  
h a b i t a t ,  moose and goa t  h a b i t a t .  Some winter  range does present  
management oppor tun i t i e s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  h a b i t a t  burning along the  
south fac ing  s lopes  on Lower Parmenter Creek .  However, 
b i o l o g i s t s  f e e l  t h a t ,  o v e r a l l ,  a wi lderness  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  would 
not  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  a f f e c t  the  w i l d l i f e  h a b i t a t  s i t u a t i o n  i n  the  
a rea  even though i t  would p r o h i b i t  i n t e n s i v e  w i l d l i f e  management 
p r a c t i c e s  such a s  h a b i t a t  burning. 

This road le s s  a rea  engu l f s  many important stream reaches t h a t  
e x i t  t h e  Cabinet Wilderness such as Cedar, Parmenter,  Flower, 
Grani te ,  Deep, Smearl, Leigh, Big Cherry,  and Fourth of Ju ly  
Creeks. Brook, c u t t h r o a t ,  and/or  rainbow t r o u t  a r e  found i n  most 
of these  streams. 

Timber 

Approximately 22,000 a c r e s  a r e  s u i t a b l e  timberland capable  of 
producing a t  l e a s t  20 cubic  f e e t  per  year  of timber growth. Over 
90% of t h i s  timber resource i s  on s lopes  i n  excess  of 55%. Road 
cons t ruc t ion  w i l l  b e  d i f f i c u l t  and c o s t l y  and logging w i l l  
r equ i r e  t h e  use of cab le  and h e l i c o p t e r  yarding methods. 

Minerals 

The mineral  p o t e n t i a l  i n  some of  t h e  a r ea  is high;  i n  f a c t ,  t h e  
e a s t  face  of the  Cabinets i s  t h e  most prospected,  explored,  and 
developed re: ion i n  northwestern Montana and has r e su l t ed  i n  
twelve (12)  f a ten ted  mining p r o p e r t i e s .  
490 o t h e r  c la ims  i n  t h e  area. About 8,600 a c r e s  a r e  considered 
t o  have high mineral  p o t e n t i a l  wi th  t h e  remainder having low t o  
moderate p o t e n t i a l .  Mineral exp lo ra t ion  i s  s t i l l  occurr ing today 
(1984). The o i l  and gas p o t e n t i a l  i s  considered moderate. There 
a r e  20,000 a c r e s  of e x i s t i n g  leases .  

A l l  of these  uses  except snowmobiling would be compatible 

There a r e  approximately 
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There a r e  several known h i s t o r i c  c u l t u r a l  s i t es ,  p r i m a r i l y  t h e  
remains of wide-scale mining a c t i v i t y  i n  t h e  e a r l y  1900's. There 
a r e  no known p r e h i s t o r i c  s i t e s  and based upon surveys done i n  
s i m i l a r  areas, t h e  p r o b a b i l i t y  of p r e h i s t o r i c  s i t e s  occur r ing  i s  
considered I ow. 

6 .  Water 

The Flower Creek watershed which suppl ies t h e  town of Libby i s  
located w i t h i n  t h i s  roadless area. Mean annual p r e c i p i t a t i o n  f o r  
t h e  area va r ies  from 25 t o  95 inches wh i l e  r u n o f f  va r ies  from 5 
t o  52 inches, depending on e leva t ion .  Water q u a l i t y  can b e  
c h a r z t e r i z e d  as excel l e n t  except dur ing  t h e  spr ing  snowmelt pedc 
(MayJune). 

6. Other Resources 

1. Range 

There a r e  no l i ves tock  graz ing  a l lo tments .  The graz ing  p o t e n t i a l  
i s  a i l  t r a n s i t o r y  range and considered n e g l i g i b l e .  
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Table 1 

C a t w r v  =t 

Gross Acres 
Net Acres 

Acres 
Acres 

Recreat ion 
Semiprim. Motorized RVDs 
Semiprim. Nonmotor. RVDs 

Rang e 
S u i t a b l e  Acres Acres 
AUMs AUMs 

Timber 
Tenta t ive  S u i t a b l e  Acres 
Standing Volume MMBF 

Corr idors  
Exis t ing  S P o t e n t i a l  No. 

Wi ld l i fe  - T6E 
G r i z z l y  Bear Habi ta t  

S i t u a t i o n  1 Acres 
S i t u a t i o n  2 Acres 
S i t u a t i o n  3 Acres 

Wild l i fe  - Big Game (E lk ,  Deer, 
Goat) 

Summer Range To ta l  Acres 
Winter Range To ta l  Acres 

Spec ia l  Uses Exis t ing  No. 

Exis t ing  F a c i l i t i e s  No. 

54800 
50400 

1000 
11000 S i g n i f i c a n t  F i s h e r i e s  

Stream Miles Miles 
Stream Habi ta t  Acres 

0 Lakes No. 
0 Lake Habi ta t  Acres 

Water Developments 
22200 Ex i s  t ing No. 

228 

Minerals 
0 Hard rock Po t e n t  i a l  

Very High Acres 
High Acres 
Moderate Acres 

50000 Low Acres 
400 Mining Claims No. 

0 O i l  6 Gas P o t e n t i a l  
Very High Acres 
High Acres 
Mod e r a  t e Acres 

18000 Low Acres 
0 Unknown Acres 

O i l  6 Gas Leases 

6 

1 
10 

- 

0 

0 
8600 

27900 
13600 
4 90 

0 
0 

50400 
0 
0 

2 Leases 6 App1ics.- No. 26 
Exis t ing  l e a s e s  - Acs.20000 

1 

. 
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I .  

2. 

3. 

4. 

Land Use Author iza t ions  

There a r e  several spec ia l  uses inc lud ing  an SCS s n w  course and 
an e l e c t r o n i c  s i t e  on Ind ian Head Mountain. Exceptions would be  
needed t o  cont inue these e x i s t i n g  uses i f  t h e  area were t o  be 
designated wilderness. O i l  8 Gas leases a l so  e x i s t .  

F i r e  

F l r e  h i s t o r y  i s  moderate (21 f i r e s  i n  t h e  l a s t  20 years) .  The 
f u e l s  s i t u a t i o n  cons is t s  of dense c o n i f e r s  w i t h  t h i c k ,  downed, 
woody mater ia l  as ground f u e l s  i n  t h e  t imber& areas (Fuel Model 
G) t o  sparse ground f u e l s  i n  t h e  non-timbered areas on t h e  h igher  
r idges. 

i nsec t  and Disease 

The mountain p i n e  b e e t l e  i s  t h e  most ev iden t  i nsec t  s i t u a t i o n  and 
t h e  Barren Peak Ridge (southern t i p )  and Cedar and Flower Creeks 
have t h e  h ighes t  p o t e n t i a l  f o r  mountain p i n e  b e e t l e  problems. 
The Barren Peak Ridge i s  considered t o  be t h e  h ighes t  lodgepole 
p i n e  r i s k .  The lower e leva t i ons  along t h e  eastern boundary have 
some c u r r e n t  insec t  a c t i v i t y  (1983). 

Edon-Federai Lands 

There a r e  4,400 acres of p r i v a t e  land i n  t h e  road less  area, 
inc lud ing  t h e  12 patented mining c la ims mentioned e a r l i e r ,  and 
sane checkerboard ownership on t h e  Barren Pedc Ridge (southern 
t i p ) .  Th is  checkerboard ownership i s  predominantly Plum Creek 
Timberlands, inc. p roper ty  (p rev ious l y  known as B u r l i n g t o n  
Northern) and they have ind ica ted  a des i re  t o  t rade  these 
co rpo ra te  lands f o r  o t h e r  s u i t a b l e  National Fo res t  lands. 

The 12 patented minlng p roper t i es  present a "cloud" on t h e  
p o t e n t i a l  wi lderness resource and a r e  t h e  reason t h a t  t h e  
e x i s t i n g  Cabinet Wilderness Boundary i s  located where it 15. 

I W -  Meed 

A. P rox im i t y  t o  Other Wilderness and to Popu la t ion  Centers 

The Cabinet Face East roadless area  ad jo ins  t h e  e x i s t i n g  Cabinet 
Mountains Wilderness which i s  n w  r e c e i v i n g  l o c a l l y  heavy use, 
p a r t i c u l a r l y  around t h e  more access ib le  lakes. Th is  roadless area  i s  
approximately 150 m i les  from popu la t i on  centers  such as Spdtane, 
Washington, and approximately 200 m i l e s  from Missoula, k n t a n a .  

C o n t r i b u t i o n  t o  Nat iona l  Wilderness Preserva t ion  System 

Th is  area i s  rep resen ta t i ve  of the  Cabinet-Yaak G r i z z l y  Bear Ecosystem 
which i s  uncommn i n  t h e  e x i s t i n g  wi lderness systen. 

B. 

. 

c 



C. P u b l i c  Interest 
C-64 

Cabinet Face East-01671 

Unroaded management f o r  t h e  East Face o f  t h e  Cabinets has been a 
concern f o r  many years, both because of t h e  p o p u l a r i t y  of t h e  rou tes  
through t h e  area i n t o  t h e  wilderness and because o f  t h e  panoramic 
views of t h e  area from along the  Highway 2 t r a v e l  c o r r i d o r .  Many of 
t h e  roaded drainages a r e  popular  t r a v e l  rou tes  and i n i t i a l  a t tenp ts  t o  
c lose  them seasonally for g r i z z l y  bear p r o t e c t i o n  m e t  w i t h  loca l  
opposi t lon.  The roads a r e  now closed and no o v e r t  oppos i t i on  has been 
voiced. 

Over 2600 pub l i c  comments were received dur ing  t h e  RARE I i e f f o r t .  
Pub l i c  op in ion  was d i v ided  on a wilderness c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  for t h e  area 
(438 i n  favor, 54% opposed, 3% uncommitted). RARE I I  recommended a 
400 acre wilderness add i t ion .  The Ebntana Wilderness Associat ion 's  
A l t e r n a t i v e  "W" (1978) recommended w i  lderness f o r  Cabinet Face East. 
Recent concerns have a l so  been expressed about t h e  a f f e c t s  o f  
wi lderness on a proposed s k i  area located i n  t h e  southern h a l f  o f  t h e  
roadless area. On t h e  o the r  hand, loca l  concern has o f t e n  been 
expressed f o r  mainta in ing t h e  area i n  a road less  s ta te .  

A p o r t i o n  of t h e  area (approximately 17.000 acres) was included i n  
bo th  t h e  Governor's w i  lderness recommendations f o r  Montana and t h e  
l e g i s l a t i v e  proposal f o r  Ebntana wllderness I n  June, 1984. 

V. A l t e r n a t l v e s  and Environmental Consequences 

A. Management P r e s c r i p t l o n  Assignment by A l t e r n a t i v e  

M u l t i p l e  use management p r e s c r i p t i o n s  were grouped i n t o  categor ies 
(management emphases) which have s l m i l a r  impacts on t h e  wilderness and 
roadless resources. The fo l l ow ing  t a l e  d i sp lays  how t h e  roadless 
area acreage was designated i n  each a l t e r n a t i v e .  I n  addi t ion,  t he  
summary o f  management emphasis f u r t h e r  de f ines  t h e  r a t e  o f  development 
t h a t  i s  expected t o  a x u r  i n  some a l t e r n a t i v e s  as we l l  as the  f u t u r e  
d i s p o s i t i o n  o f  t h e  inventor ied  roadless area. 

. 



Table 2. hbnqlsant  Emphasls by Altematlve for Roadless Area. 

tuEwLuu (W Acres1 

A B C O E F G H I J K  L H N O  
v 
b n r l l d s r m s s  (Roadlss*) 

Recreation, V l ~ l n g ,  
Hlnlaun Use Arsss 35.6 34.9 22.8 33.3 .8 36.2 .2 0 41.2 27.1 27.1 28.2 3d.9 35.6 32.5 

P r l m l t l v ~ / ~ l p r l n l t l v s  

Narrllderrmss IOerelopd) 
Tlmber Harvest Wlth 

W l l d l l f e  and/or 
Vlerlng Managecent, 
Wlnlmn use Areas dY* t o  
steep s lops or 
Regeneration 
PrDb I 15.6 15.9 9.7 16.7 2.9 14.2 0 0 8.8 2.9 2.9 23.0 16.3 15.6 0 

111 ldsr-s 
Recammended Wlldernsss 0 .4 17.9 .4 46.7 0 50.2 50.4 .4 20.4 20.4 0 0 0 17.9 

Sumssry of #snagemant Eqhasls: 

htrl ldemmsr 
Oeveloped - Decade 1: 0 1.0 1.0 1.2 1.0 1.2 0 0 0 0 0 1.6 2.1 .8 0 

Decade 5: 15.6 15.9 9.7 16.7 2.9 14.2 0 0 8.8 2.9 2.9 23.0 16.3 15.6 0 

Roadless - Decade 1: 50.4 49.4 31.8 49.2 2.7 49.2 .2 0 50.0 29.9 29.9 48.0 48.3 49.6 32.5 
oacade 5: 35.6 34.5 22.0 33.3 .8 36.2 .2 0 41.2 27.1 27.1 28.2 34.9 35.6 32.5 

Roc-”dad WlldemOSs 0 .4 17.9 0.4 46.7 0 50.2 50.4 .4 20.4 20.4 0 0 0 17.9 

Total Acres- Cab. Face East 50.4 50.4 50.4 SO.4 50.4 50.4 50.4 SO.4 50.4 50.4 50.4 S0.4 50.4 50.4 50.4 



B. Impacts 

1 Designation: Wilderness 
Management Emphasis: Wilderness 

C-66 
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Cabinet Face East is recommended for wilderness in Alternatives G 
and H.  Alternatives C. E, J. K, and 0 recommend significant 
amounts of wilderness (352, 92%, 40%, 402, and 35%. 
respectively). 
management activities associated with wilderness areas although 
the establishment of these areas may, in itself, have effects on 
other resources and uses. 

Wilderness classification will preserve the existing wilderness 
characteristics of the area. The solitude opportunities 
available in the northern portion would be maintained as would 
the primitive recreation opportunities. Snowmobiling would be 
prohibited completely in Alternatives E, G, and €1 but would not 
be significantly affected by the other wilderness alternatives 
because the recommended wilderness is not located in areas 
currently used by snowmobilers. 

There are approximately 22,000 acres of suitable timberland 
located in the roadless area. The following chart displays the 
amount of suitable timberland that would lie within recommended 
wilderness in each alternative. 

There are no specific ground-disturbing 

Acres of Suitable Timberland in Wilderness 
(M Acres) 

A E C D E F G B x J K L El N 0 

0 0 10 0 16 .5  0 22.2 22.2 0 10 10 0 0 0 10 

. 

Opportunities to manage the timber resource would be foregone in 
Alternatives G and H and to lesser degrees in Alternatives C, E, 
J. K. and 0. 

Grizzly bear habitat (Situation 1 - critical to the recovery of 
the species) covers the entire roadless area. Wilderness 
management would provide security to the bear by prohibiting 
roading thereby reducing sharp increases in human activity. 
However, opportunities to increase forage through burning and 
timber harvest would not OCCUK. 

Summer range management by timber harvest would not occur, and 
thus opportunities to improve forage would be foregone. However, 
as with grizzlies, security for big game would be afforded by 
wilderness management which tends to reduce the impacts of human 
activities. 

Wilderness restricts the exploration for, and removal of, mineral 
resources from the area. This would affect approximately 8,600 
acres rated high for mineral potential. If valid mining claims 
exist. mineral development could negate a wilderness 
designation. The existing oil and gas leases would be withdrawn 
if no discoveries were made before the end of the lease period. 
This restriction is not considered significant in that the oil 
and gas potential is rated moderate. 
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A c t i v i t i e s  permissable I n  wilderness, when author ized oy t h e  1964 
Wilderness Act o r  wi lderness management plans, can c o s t  more than 
a c t i v i t i e s  i n  areas w i thout  t he  r e s t r i c t i o n s .  R e s t r i c t i o n s  apply 
p r i m a r i l y  t o  mode o f  t ranspor ta t ion ,  use o f  chainsaws i n  t h e  
wilderness, and removing s igns o f  t he  i n t r u s i o n  a f t e r  p r o j e c t  
completion. When permitted, a c t i v i t i e s  such as mineral 
explorat ion,  disease and pes t  con t ro l ,  and f i r e  suppression, 
would be conducted wh i l e  p r o t e c t i n g  t h e  wi lderness values which, 
i n  tu rn ,  requ i res  more time, adherence t o  more s t r i n g e n t  
requirements, and more money being spent. 

Social and econmlc  e f f e c t s  would canter  around t h e  resource 
values o f  recreat ion,  w i l d l i f e ,  wilderness, and t imber .  
Semipr im i t i ve  r e c r e a t i o n  a c t i v l t i e s  such as hunt ing i n  a roadless 
se t t ing ,  would continue. Tltrberland would n o t  be a v a i l a b l e  i n  
A l t e r n a t i v e s  G and H, thus not suppor t ing  t h e  wood products 
Indust ry .  Those p u b l i c s  va lu ing  wi lderness would be supported by 
t h i s  management emphasis. 

2. Designation: b n a i i d e r n e s s  (Roadless) 
Management Eorphases: P r i m i t i w e  Recreation, Semipr im i t i ve  

h n m t o r i z e d  Recreation, Viewing, and 
L im i ted  Use Areas 

Each a l t e r n a t i v e  except H designates a p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  area t o  
these management emphases. 
percent  designated t o  roadless management i n  e x h  a l t e r n a t i v e .  

Tha following c h a r t  d i sp lays  the  

Percent of the Roadless Area Deslgnated t o  Roadless bknsgeazent 

A B C D  E F G  H I J U L w t d  a 
70 69 45 66 1 71 C l  0 81 53 53 55 69 70 64 

There a re  few, I f  any, ground-d is turb ing management a c t i v i t i e s  
s p e c i f i c a l l y  a s s E i a t e 3  w i t h  roadlessness. A c t i v i t i e s  a r e  
associated p r i m a r i l y  w i t h  dispersed r e c r e a t i o n  inc lud ing  hunt ing 
and f i s h i n g .  

The roadless charac ter  of t h e  area w l l  I be maintained by these 
emphases as we1 I as t h e  semi -pr im i t i ve  r e c r e a t i o n  oppor tun i t i es .  
Old growth timber h a b i t a t  w i l  I a l s o  be maintained and g r i z z l y  
h a b i t a t  w i l l  be protected.  Secur i ty  f o r  b i g  game w i l l  be 
provided. 

L i k e  wilderness, road less  des lgnat ions r e q u i r e  s t i f f e r  
requirements f o r  conducting a c t i v i t i e s ,  requirements t h a t  a r e  
designed t o  p r o t e c t  t h e  q u a l i t i e s  i nhe ren t  i n  a road less  
a l l oca t i on .  R e s t r i c t i o n s  on access and mode of t r a v a l  a r e  major 
I i m i t a t i o n s  for conducting a c t i v i t i e s ,  making t h e  a c t i v i t y  m r e  
expensive t o  accomplish. Such a c t i v i t i e s  can inc lude w i l d l i f e  
and f i s h  h a b i t a t  iqrovements, mineral,  o i  I and gas 
expIoration/development, insect  and disease con t ro l ,  and w i l d f l r e  
suppression. Mineral development cou ld  negate a roadless 
designat Ion. 

. 



C-68 
Cabinet Face E a s t 4 1 6 7 1  

The s o c i a l  and economic e f f e c t s  a r e  pr imar i ly  the  b e n e f i t s  of 
semiprimit ive r e c r e a t i o n  oppor tun i t i e s .  

3. Designation: Nonwilderness (Developed) 
Management Emphases : Big Game Winter Range Timber, Big Game 

Summer Range Timber, Wi ld l i f e  Timber,  
Gr izz ly  Timber, Timber Optimization. 
Timber V i e w i n g ,  Viewing Timber, Minimum 
Use due t o  Steep Slopes o r  Regeneration 
Problems. 

Every Al t e rna t ive  except A le t e rna t ives  G ,  H. and 0, des igna te  a 
po r t ion  of the  a rea  t o  t h i s  mix of management emphases. The 
following c h a r t  d i s p l a y s  the  percent  o f  the  a rea  designated t o  
developmental a c t i v i t i e s  by a l t e r n a t i v e .  

Percent  of Roadless Area Designated f o r  Development A c t i v i t i e s  

A B C D E F G H x J K L M N 0 

30 31 19 33 5 28 0 0 17 5 5 45 32  30 0 

Timber harves t  and a s soc ia t ed  a c t i v i t i e s ,  such a s  road bu i ld ing ,  
have more a f f e c t  on the  phys ica l  and b i o l o g i c a l  environment than 
any of the  o the r  f o r e s t  management a c t i v i t i e s .  The ex ten t  of the  
e f f e c t s  a r e  dependent on management regimes se l ec t ed .  

I n  most a l t e r n a t i v e s ,  a c t i v i t y  i s  scheduled t o  occur during t h e  
f i r s t  decade, i n  the  form of t imber ha rves t  and road bui ld ing .  
Expected m i l e s  of road b u i l t  i n  t h e  f i r s t  decade range from 0 t o  
11, depending on the  a l t e r n a t i v e .  
t h i s  d i scuss ion )  

A s  development occurs ,  t h e  na tu ra lness  of the  a r e a  w i l l  be 
impacted by cu tc ing  u n i t s ,  roads,  and o t h e r  evidence of human 
modi f ica t ions .  A c t i v i t i e s  conducted along t h e  s lopes  would be 
highly v i s i b l e  from Libby and from Highway 2 .  a major t r a v e l  
c o r r i d o r .  Roading forgoes the  opportuni ty  t o  cons ider  the  a rea  
f o r  wilderness  i n  t h e  long-term and reduces t h e  opportuni ty  f o r  
p r imi t ive  r e c r e a t i o n  and experiences of so l i t ude .  

Timber harves t  and roads could r e s u l t  i n  a short-term reduct ion  
i n  b ig  game cover and secu r i ty .  A c t i v i t i e s  conducted i n  b ig  game 
h a b i t a t  a r e  coordinated with w i l d l i f e  needs and inc lude  the  
c l o s u r e  of roads upon completion of the  a c t i v i t y  and insur ing  
t h a t  adequate cover i s  l e f t .  Long-term b e n e f i t s  t o  w i l d l i f e  
include maintaining and improving w i l d l i f e  forage.  

(See Table 3 a t  the  end of 
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Timber management a c t i v i t i e s  can d i r e c t l y  a f f e c t  t h e  g r i z z l y  
popu la t i on  i n  t h e  shor t - term by logging a c t i v i t i e s  and t h e  
long-term by road access i n t o  a road less  area. Access i n t o  t h e  
area  cou ld  d i sp lace  t h e  bear  and Increase t h e  oppor tun i t y  for  
humadbear encounters. Timber managemant a c t i v i t i e s ,  i f  we l l  
coordinated, can produce b e n e f i t s  by producing more des i rab le  
forage f o r  g r i z z l i e s  through c e r t a i n  t imber  ha rves t  and s i t e  
p repara t i on  p r a c t i c e s  such as m a l  I c l e a r c u t s  and broadcast 
burn ing  instead of t r a c t o r  p i l i n g .  Roads would be c losed I n  a 
t i m e l y  manner t o  min imize humadbear encounters and displacement. 

Soc ia l  and economic e f f e c t s  a r e  r e l a t e d  p r i m a r i l y  t o  t h e  resource 
values of t imber,  w i l d l i f e ,  wi lderness, and recrea t ion .  The 
ha rves t  o f  t imber  i s  impor tant  t o  t h e  economic base of 
communities i n  t h e  Forests .  Timber from t h e  Cabinet  Face East 
road less  area would c o n t r i b u t e  t o  t h e  economic base. 
exper iences cou ld  be a l t e r e d  because of t h e  change i n  t h e  
roadless s e t t i n g  t o  a roaded n a t u r a l  s e t t i n g .  Road c losu res  
would r e t a i n  t h e  area c l o s e r  t o  i t s  e x i s t i n g  character .  
p u b l i c s  d e s i r i n g  wi lderness or road less  management for t h e  a rea  
would n o t  be supported by these emphases. Concerns abou+ inpac ts  
on g r i z z l y  bear, b i g  game, and o t h e r  species cou ld  be r a i s e d  b y  
t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  scheduled i n  these emphases, b u t  would be 
addressed by  e f f o r t s  t o  m i t i g a t e  t h e  impacts. 

Hunt ing 

Those 



Teble 3. Decade1 Output* by Altwnst lve fer ' W l O S . 5  ArM. 

,5mmmua 
OEULDE A B c 0 E F G H 

Rec. WIIdemeSs k r e s  0 .4 17.9 .4 46.1 0 50.2 50.4 

RoadleSI WAcres 35.6 34.9 22.8 33.3 .8 36.2 .2 0 

.H 

0 0 

34.9 35.6 

151 115 

54 15 

n 
17.9 

32.5 

184 

0 

0 
0 
0 
0 

I J K I 

.4 20.4 20.4 O 

41.2 27.1 27.1 28.2 

1% 173 173 121 

107 6 6 93 

Recreat I on 
P r l m . / ~ l p r l r a . ~ ~ s  115 114 149 151 143 I55 151 151 

S m l p r l m .  b&tor.HRyDs 76 70 41 61 14 50 5 0 

Tlmber 
S " l t * l B  &res 15.6 15.9 9.7 16.7 2.9 14.2 0 0 8.8 2.9 2.9 22.0 
volume IW) 1 0 .9 .9 25.4 .9 25.0 0 0 0 0 0 2.0 

3 15.0 25.0 17.0 32.9 .03 18.0 0 0 2.4 .03 .03 32.0 
S 27.0 12.0 0 44.4 0 34.0 0 0 16.7 10.8 10.8 38.0 

16.3 15.6 
26.0 3.0 
36.0 35.0 
50.0 17.0 

Harvest Acres - k r e s  1 0 1.0 1.0 1.2 1.0 1.2 0 0 
3 1.9 2.3 1.0 3.2 .003 .8 0 0 
5 1.4 5.0 1.0 2.0 0 1.5 0 0 

0 0  0 1.6 
.2 .03 .OS 3.1 

2.8 .5 .5 2.0 

2.1 .8 
2.6 2.6 
2.3 .8 

0 
0 
0 

Roads 
Roads Constructed 
F l r s t  Oecade - Mlles 0 5 5 6  5 6 0 0 0 0 0 6  I I  4 0 

Total Road Miles 
W e d  by F l f t h  
Decade - W1es 27 27 11 49 5 35 O 0 20 IO IO 60 39 23 0 

Wlldllfe - ThE 
Grlrrly Bear 

Habltat Mkres 
( d o  actlvlty) 35.6 35.3 40.7 33.7 47.S 36.2 50.4 50.4 41.6 47.5 47.5 28.2 

2.0 1.1 1.1 16.6 

.2 .I .I 0 

34.9 35.6 

9.8 13.3 

0 0 

50.4 t) 
I 
4 
0 W l l d l l f e  - Blg G a m  

Su-r Range Mkres  13.3 13.5 7.3 11.2 1.9 9.9 0 0 0 

0 Wlnter Range UAcres 0 0 0 0  0 0 0 0 

Wlnerals 
Hardrak-Very H l g h l  

Hlgh Potentla1 - 
k c e s s l b l e  &res 6.5 6.4 6.0 6.5 4.5 3.3 0 0 6.4 1.7 1.7 4.0 4.0 6.5 0 

011 C. Gas-Very Hlgh/ 
Hlgh Potsntlsl - WT APPRICMKE IN T H I S  
kcess lb le  &res ROPDLESS MEA 
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Government Mountain - 01673 State: Montana 

Gross Acres: 8,600 kt Acres: 8,600 
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I .  Descr ip t i on  

This  roadless area i s  located Immediately nor theas t  o f  t h e  conf luence of 
t h e  B u l l  and C lark  Fork R ivers  (S ta te  Highway 56 and 200) and t h e  lack of 
roads and t r a i l s  o f f  of these highways makes t h e  a c c e s s i b i l i t y  poor. 

The area i s  p r i m a r i l y  a r i d g e  t o p  and s i d e h i l l  s e t t i n g  w i t h  steep and rocky 
slopes, exposed du r lng  t h e  1910 burn and re fo res ted  i n  a mosaic o f  c o n i f e r s  
and hardwoods. 

E l  l i s  Gulch, Th i r teen  Gulch, Basin Creek, a p o r t i o t i  of Copper Crefk,  and 
several  o the r  t r i b u t a r i e s  o f  bo th  t h e  B u l l  River  and t h e  Cabinet Gorge 
Reservoi r  d ra in  from t h i s  area. 

The ecosystem represented i s  Cedar Hemlock P ine  Forest .  

The area con ta ins  g r i z z l y  h a b i t a t  and i s  an i n p o r t a n t  w i n t e r i n g  range f o r  
e l k .  The views o f  t h e  Clark  Fork and B u l l  R iver  Va l leys  a r e  t h e  area 's  
o the r  a t t r x t i o n s .  

E x i s t i n g  use i s  p r i m a r i l y  hunt ing  i n  t h e  f a l i  and i s  considered l i g h t .  

ii. C a p a b i l i t y  

A. Natura l  I n t e g r i t y  and Appearance 

The roadless area has a na tura l  appearance and a h igh  degree of 
na tu ra l  i n t e g r i t y  because of t h e  l a c k  of manmade features i nc lud ing  
t r a i l s .  

B. Oppor tun i t ies  for S o l i t u d e  

Oppor tun i t ies  f o r  s o l i t u d e  a r e  low on t h e  slopes fac ing  i n t o  t h e  B u l l  
Rive r  and C lark  Fork v a l l e y s  b u t  t h e  deep drainages w i t h i n  t h e  
road less  area o f f e r  sane moderate s o l i t u d e  oppor tun i t i es .  

C. P r i m i t i v e  Recreat ion Oppor tun i t ies  

P r i m i t i v e  r e z r e a t i o n  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  a r e  p r i m a r i l y  hunt ing  and h i k i n g  
which o f f e r  a h igh  degree of chal lenge because of t h e  lack o f  t r a i l s .  

Special  fea tures  inc lude t h e  g r i z z l y  bear  and t h e  i n t e r e s t i n g  
vegeta t ive  pa t te rns  interspersed w i t h  rock c l i f f s  e s p e c i a l l y  i n  t h e  
fa1 I. 

. 
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The Government bkwntain road less  area  was evaluated i n  t h e  1979 RARE 
I I  F i n a l  € I S .  The area was designated for nonwilderness uses. The 
roadless area boundaries have remained t h e  same s ince  1979. 

0.  Elanageabil i t y  and Boundaries G o w t .  Wtn. 01673 

861 I 861 1 RARE I I inventory  

8600 8600 1983 roadless inventory  

The nonconforming uses t h a t  would c o n f l i c t  w i t h  a wi lderness 
c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  f o r  t he  area a r e  t h e  e x i s t i n g  o i l  8 gas leases. 

The lower e ieva t i ona l  boundaries p r i m r i l y  a d j o i n  p r i v a t e  p roper ty  
which would y i e l d  i d e n t i f i a b l e  and manageable boundaries. The eastern 
edge ad jo ins  t h e  e x i s t i n g  Cabinet Mountains W i  Iderness. 
roads and t imber harvested areas a r e  located i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of 
Government Mountain which make t h e  road less  boundary less  manageable. 
Adjustments cou ld  be made t o  y i e l d  a more manageable wilderness 
boundary. 

E x i s t i n g  

1 1 1 .  A v a i i a b i i i t y  

A. S i g n i f i c a n t  Resource P o t e n t i a l s  

1. Recreat ion 

2. 

3. 

The wi lderness r f c r e a t i o n  p o t e n t i a l  o f  t h e  area  i s  an estimated 
2,600 RVD's per year. Current  use i s  est imated t o  be 500 RVD's 
per  year. 

W i l d l i f e  and F i s h  

The area  conta ins  i n p o r t a n t  g r i z z l y  h a b i t a t  and e l k  w l n t e r  
range. 
area, i n  E l l i s  and T h i r t e e n  Gulches. 

Th is  area conta ins  some m a l  i t r i b u t a r i e s  t o  Bul I River  and 
Cablnet Gorge Reservoir.  Smal I popu la t ions  of c u t t h r o a t  and 
brook t r o u t  may occur where the  g rad len t  i s  n o t  too steep. 

Tlmber 

Approximately 5,700 acres of s u i t a b l e  t l r h e r l a n d  a r e  located 
w i t h i n  t h e  roadless area and =cur  p r i m a r i l y  i n  t h e  nor thern  
po r t i on .  These t i nbe r lands  a r e  capable of growing more than 20 
cub ic  f e e t  per acre per year b u t  a r e  located on slopes steeper 
than 55%. Road cons t ruc t i on  would be d l f f  i c u l t  and c o s t l y  and 
t imber  harves t ing  would r e q u i r e  cab le  or h e l i c o p t e r  logging. 

Management o p p o r t u n i t i e s  e x i s t  on t h e  south s lope of  t h e  

6. Other Resources 

1. Range 

There a r e  no I ivestcck graz ing  a l  lotments I n  t h e  area and no 
graz ing  p o t e n t i a l .  



. 
2. 

3. 

4. 

M i  nera I s 
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The mineral  p o t e n t i a l  i s  considered low t o  moderate because t h e  
Chicago Peak minera l  exp lo ra t i on  i s  occu r r i ng  approximately 2 
m i les  t o  t h e  east. The o i l  and gas p o t e n t i a l  i s  moderate. 

Cultura l  Resources 

There a r e  no known h i s t o r i c  o r  p r e h i s t o r i c  c u l t u r a l  s i t e s  in  t h e  
area. aased on surveys i n  s i m i l a r  areas, t h e  p r o b a b i l i t y  o f  
s i t e s  occu r r i ng  i s  considered low. 

Water 

Mean annual p r e c i p i t a t i o n  v a r i e s  from about 32 t o  103 inches, and 
r u n o f f  va r ies  from about 10 t o  5 5  inches, bo th  depending on 
e leva t i on .  Water q u a l i t y  i s  charac ter ized  as p r i s t i n e  except 
du r ing  peak runo f f s .  

C. Resource Si tuat ion 
Table 1 

Government Wtn. 01673 

C a t q g g m r n  U n i t  

Gross Acres Acres 8600 
Net Acres Acres 8600 

Recreat ion 
Semiprim. Nonmotw. RVDs 1000 

Range 
Su i tab le  Acres Acres 0 
AUMs AUMs 0 

T i  d e r  
Ten ta t i ve  Su i tab le  Acres 5700 
Standing Volume MM6F 54 

E x i s t i n g  A P o t e n t i a l  No. 0 
Cor r ido rs  

W i l d l i f e  - TAE 
G r i z z l y  Bear H a b i t a t  

S i t u a t i o n  1 Acres 8600 
S i t u a t i o n  2 Acres 0 
S i t u a t i o n  3 Acres 0 

W i l d l i f e  - B ig  Game (Elk ,  Deer, 
Goat) 

Summer Range Tota l  Acres 1900 
Winter Range Tota l  Acres 2200 

Special  Uses E x i s t i n g  No. 0 

E x i s t i n g  Fac l  I i t i e s  No. a 

S i g n i f i c a n t  F i s h e r i e s  
Stream M i  les M I  les  
Stream Hab i ta t  Acres 
Lakes No. 
Lake Hab i ta t  Acres 

Water Developments 
E x i s t i n g  No. 

Minera l  s 
Hardrock P o t e n t i a l  

Very High 
High 
Moderate 
Low 

Min ing Claims 
O i i  A Gas P o t e n t i a l  

Very High 
High 
Moderate 
Low 
Unknown 

O i l  8 Gas Leases 
Leases 
Leased Acres 

Acres 
Acres 
Acres 
Acres 
No. 

Acres 
Acres 
Acres 
Acres 
Acres 

No. 
Acres 

0 
0 
0 
0 

0 

0 
0 

1600 
7000 

100 

8600 

6 
8600 



D. Management Considerations 

1. Land Use Authorizations 
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There are no special uses. Oil 6 gas leases exist. 

2. Fire 

Fire occurrence is low (1 fire in the last 10 years) and the 
fuels situation is conifer stands with thick. downed woody 
materials as ground fuel. 

3 .  Insect and Disease 

The insect potential is primarily the Mountain Pine Beetle which 
could OCCUK in some stands located in the center of the area. 
There is no insect activity occuring at this time. however. 

4. Non-Federal Lands 

There are no private lands. 

IV. Need 

A. Proximity to Other Wilderness and to Population Centers 

The Government Mountain roadless area is approximately 100 miles from 
Spokane, Washington and is adjacent to the Cabinet Mountains 
Wilderness which receives more than 18,000 RVD's per year. This 
recreation use is projected to steadily increase. 

Contribution to National Wilderness Preservation System 

This ares is representative of che Cabinet-Yaak Grizzly Bear Ecosystem 
which is uncommon in the existing wilderness system. 

B. 

C. Public Interest 

During the RARE I1 public review period, over 1,300 people commented 
on the area, most of whom ( 8 6 % )  were opposed to wilderness in the 
area. RARE I1 thus recommended non-wilderness. During the Unit 
Planning process (Bull River-Clark Fork Unit Plan), no expressions 
were received in support of wilderness nor have there been recent 
expressed concerns. 

V. Alternatives and Environmental Consequences 

A. Management Prescription Assignment by Alternative 

Multiple use management prescriptions were grouped into categories 
(management emphases) which have similar impacts on the wilderness and 
roadless resources. The following table displays how the roadless 
area acreage was designated in each alternative. In addition. the 
sununary of management emphasis further defines the rate of development 
that is expected to OCCUK in some alternatives as well as the future 
disposition of the inventoried roadless area. 



Recraatlon, Vlewlng, 
Y l n l ~ w .  Use A r e s  3.6 3.6 3.6,  3.6 3.3 3.6 1.1 0 3.6 5.6 5.6 2.8 3.7 3.6 8.6 

Honrl ldermss (sof. O-lopmnt) 
810 Gam Wlnter Range 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1.5 1.5 1.5 0 0 0 0 

Honulldarnesr (Osvslopsd) 
Tifcher Harvest W i t h  

t l l l d l l f s  and/or 

Hlnlmua Use Areas due t o  

Regeneration 
PrDb I em 4.8 4.8 4.9 5.0 4.2 5.0 1.3 0 3.5 1.5 1.5 5.6 4.9 5.0 0 

Vlel ing Yanagsnsnt. 

steep Slopes w 

W i  Idemsss 
Re=-nded Wilderness 0 0 0 0 1 . 1  0 6 . 2 8 . 6  0 0 0 0 0 0 0 .......................................................................................................................... 
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Hon.lIdsrm** 
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R e c m n d e d  Wlldemes5s 0 0 0 0 1 . 1  0 6 . 2 8 . 6  0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Tota l  Acres- Gorornmsnt Utn. 8.6 8.6 8.6 8.6 8.6 8.6 8.6 8.6 8.6 8.6 8.6 8.6 8.6 8.6 8.6 
n 
I 
U 
0, 
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8. Impacts G o w t .  Wn. 01673 

1. Designation: Wilderness 
Management Emphasis: Wilderness 

P o r t i o n s  or a l l  o f  t h e  Government Mountain road less  area i s  
recommended f o r  wi lderness i n  A l t e r n a t i v e s  E, G, and H. Since 
t h e  area  i s  cont iguous t o  t h e  Cabinet  Mountains W i  Iderness, t h e  
a l t e r n a t i v e s  recommend add i t i ons  t o  t h i s  system and vary i n  t h e  
a m u n t  added: A l t e r n a t i v e  E recorninends less than 25 percent  of 
t h e  road iess  area be added, A l t e r n a t i v e  G recommends 72 percent 
and a l t e r n a t i v e  H recommends 100 percent  o f  t h e  area. Thero a r e  
no s p e c i f i c  ground-d is turb ing management a c t i v i t i e s  associated 
w i t h  wi lderness areas a l though t h e  es tab i  ishment of these areas 
may, i n  i t s e l f ,  have e f f e c t s  on o t h e r  resources and uses. 

Wilderness c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  w i l  I preserve t h e  e x i s t i n g  wi lderness 
c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  of t h e  area  as we1 I as expanding t h e  e x i s t i n g  
Cabinet  Mountains wi lderness system. The na tura lness  o f  t h e  area 
w i i  I be maintained along w i t h  t h e  p r i m i t i v e  r e c r e a t i o n  
o p p o r t u n i t i e s  . 
About 5,700 acres o f  t e n t a t i v e l y  s u i t a b l e  t imber land a r e  i n  t h e  
Government Mountain road less  area. The fol lowing c h a r t  d i s p l a y s  
t h e  amount o f  t i n b e r l a n d  included w i t h i n  t h e  proposed wi lderness 
for each a l t e r n a t i v e .  

Acres of S u i t a b l e  T l l rber land in  Wilderness 
(M Acres) 

A B C D E F G H  I J K L M W  0 

0 0 0 0 .9 0 4 . 4 5 . 7  0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Oppor tun i t i es  t o  manage t h e  t imber  resource would be e s s e n t i a l l y  
forgone i n  A l t e r n a t i v e s  G and H. I n  A l t e r n a t i v e  E, 16 percent  o f  
t h e  t imber land i s  unava i l ab le  for management. 

G r i z z l y  bear h a b i t a t  covers t h e  e n t i r e  road less  area. Wilderness 
management would p rov ide  s e c u r i t y  f o r  t h e  bear from roading and 
r e l a t e d  increases i n  human a c t i v i t y  i n  t h e  area. However, 
increases i n  forage through management a c t i v i t i e s  such as burn ing  
and t imber  harves t  would n o t  occur. 

Oppor tun i t ies  t o  manage t h e  b i g  game w in te r  range, p r i m a r i l y  on 
t h e  south s lopes of E i  11s and T h i r t e e n  Gulches, would be 
forgone. Winter range cou ld  decrease i n  t h e  shor t - term b u t  
should increase i n  t h e  longer - te rn  by w i l d  f i r e  and/or i nsec t  and 
disease I n f e s t a t i o n s  which would c rea te  openings. Summer range 
management a c t i v i t i e s  would a l s o  n o t  occur i n  A l t e r n a t i v e  H and 
t o  a lesser  degree I n  A l t e r n a t i v e s  G and E. Summer range h a b i t a t  
would n o t  be irrproved or maintained, b u t  w i lderness  management 
would p rov ide  secur i ty ,  i.e., lack of access and human a c t i v i t y  
i n  t h e  area which would be advantageous t o  b i g  game. . 
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Wilderness w i l l  r e s t r i c t  t h e  exp lo ra t ion  f o r ,  and removal of, 
minera l  resources .  Under t h e  Wilderness  Act, t h e  land would be 
withdrawn from minera l  en t ry  for mining s i n c e  no v a l i d  mining 
claims e x i s t .  The e x i s t i n g  o i l  and g a s  l ea ses  would be  honored, 
however. This r e s t r i c t i o n  i s  not  considered s i g n i f i c a n t  i n  t h a t  
most of t h e  mineral  p o t e n t i a l  i s  low (approximately 1,600 a c r e s  
a r e  considered moderate) and the  o i l  and gas  p o t e n t i a l  i s  
moderate. I f  t h e r e  is no discovery when a l ease  e x p i r e s ,  then 
the  land w i l l  be withdrawn from minera l  l eas ing .  

A c t i v i t i e s  permissable  i n  wi lderness ,  when au thor ized  by t h e  1964 
Wilderness A c t  o r  wi lderness  management p lans ,  can  c o s t  more than 
a c t i v i t i e s  i n  a r e a s  without  t h e  r e s t r i c t i o n s .  R e s t r i c t i o n s  apply 
p r imar i ly  t o  mode of t r a n s p o r t a t i o n ,  use of chainsaws i n  t h e  
w i l d e r n e s s ,  and removing s igns  of t h e  i n t r u s i o n  a f t e r  p ro j ec t  
completion. When permi t ted ,  a c t i v i t i e s  such as minera l  
exp lo ra t ion ,  d i s e a s e  and p e s t  c o n t r o l ,  and f i r e  suppression,  
would be conducted while  p ro tec t ing  t h e  wi lderness  va lues  which, 
i n  t u r n ,  r equ i r e s  more t i m e .  adherence t o  more s t r i n g e n t  
requirements ,  and more money being spent .  

Soc ia l  and economic e f f e c t s  would c e n t e r  around the  resource 
va lues  of r ec rea t ion .  w i l d l i f e ,  wi lderness ,  and timber. 
Semiprimitive r e c r e a t i o n  a c t i v i t i e s  such a s  hunt ing in a road le s s  
s e t t i n g  would cont inue.  A ma jo r i ty  of the  timberland would not  
b e  a v a i l a b l e  i n  Al t e rna t ives  G and H thus  not  support ing t h e  wood 
products  indus t ry .  Those pub l i c s  valuing wi lderness  would be 
supported by t h i s  management emphasis. 

D e  s igna t ion: 
Management Emphases: P r i m i t i v e  Recreat ion,  Semiprimit ive 

2 e Nonwi Id e rnes  s ( Road l e s s )  

Nonmotorized Recreat ion,  V i e w i n g ,  and 
Limited Use Areas 

Every a l t e r n a t i v e .  except A l t e rna t ive  H, de s igna te s  a po r t ion  of  
the  a rea  t o  these  emphases. The fol lowing c h a r t  d i s p l a y s  the  
percent  of t h e  a rea  designated f o r  road le s s  management. 

Percent  of the  Area Designated Roadless Management 
By A l t e r n a t i v e  

4 B C D E F G H 1 3 K L M N 0 

41 41 41 41 38 41 12 0 41 65 65 32 43 41 100 

. 

There a r e  few, i f  any, ground-disturbing management a c t i v i t i e s  
s p e c i f i c a l l y  assoc ia ted  w i t h  road lessiiess.  A c t i v i t i e s  a r e  
assoc ia ted  pr imar i ly  w i t h  d i spersed  r e c r e a t i o n  inc luding  hunt ing 
and f i sh ing .  

The roadless  c h a r a c t e r  w i th in  t h e  a r e a  w i l l  be maintained w i t h  
these  emphases a s  w i l l  t h e  p r i m i t i v e  r e c r e a t i o n  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  
a v a i l a b l e  i n  t h e  a rea .  Old growth t i m b e r  w i l d l i f e  h a b i t a t  and 
g r i z z l y  h a b i t a t  w i l l  be pro tec ted .  
maintained. 

Secur i ty  f o r  b i g  game w i l l  be 



c- 79 
Govt. Htn. 01673 

Like wi lderness ,  road le s s  des igna t ions  r e q u i r e  s t i f f e r  
requirements f o r  conducting a c t i v i t i e s ,  requirements t h a t  a r e  
designed t o  p r o t e c t  t h e  q u a l i t i e s  i nhe ren t  i n  a road le s s  
a l l o c a t i o n .  R e s t r i c t i o n s  on access  and mode of t r a v e l  a r e  major 
l i m i t a t i o n s  f o r  conducting a c t i v i t i e s .  making the  a c t i v i t y  more 
expensive t o  accomplish. Such a c t i v i t i e s  can  inc lude  w i l d l i f e  
and f i s h  h a b i t a t  improvements. minera l ,  o i l  and gas  
exploration/development, i n s e c t  and d i s e a s e  c o n t r o l ,  and w i l d f i r e  
suppression.  

The s o c i a l  and economic e f f e c t s  a r e  p r imar i ly  t h e  b e n e f i t s  of 
semipr imi t ive  r e c r e a t i o n  oppor tun i t i e s .  
a v a i l a b l e  f o r  harves t  i n  these  emphases. 

Timber would not  be  

3. Designation: Nonwilderness (Some Development) 
Management Emphasis: 

A l t e r n a t i v e s  I, J, and K des igna te  about 1,500 a c r e s  t o  t h i s  
management emphasis. This  emphasis i s  loca ted  p r imar i ly  i n  t h e  
E l l i s  and Th i r t een  Gulch po r t ions  of t h e  a rea .  The i n t e n t  i s  t o  
manage win ter  range h a b i t a t  f o r  t h e  b e n e f i t  of  e l k  and deer .  
Prescr ibed  burning i s  t h e  primary management a c t i v i t y .  

The impact on t h e  wilderness  and road le s s  c h a r a c t e r  caused by 
t h i s  emphasis i s  short-term i n  na ture .  The na tu ra lness  of t h e  
a rea  would be a l t e r e d  s h o r t l y  a f t e r  burning b u t  v e g e t a t i v e  
recovery would make t h i s  a c t i v i t y  l e s s  apparent  l a t e r  on. 

Impacts on t h e  t imber and minera l  resources  would be 
i n s i g n i f i c a n t  i n  t h i s  emphasis. 

S o c i a l  and economic e f f e c t s  would b e  p r imar i ly  one of support  of 
those pub l i c s  va lu ing  w i l d l i f e  i n  t h e  a rea .  

Big Game Winter Range 

4. Designat ion : Nonwilderness (Developed) 
Management Emphases: Big Game Winter Range Timber, Big Game 

Summer Range Timber, Wi ld l i f e  Timber, 
Gr izz ly  Timber,  Timber  Optimization. 
Timber Viewing. Viewing Timber. Minimum 
Use due t o  Steep Slopes o r  Regeneration 
Problems 

Timber ha rves t  and a s soc ia t ed  a c t i v i t i e s .  such a s  road .bu i ld ing ,  
have more a f f e c t  on the  phys ica l  and b i o l o g i c a l  environment than 
any of t h e  o t h e r  f o r e s t  management a c t i v i t i e s .  The e x t e n t  of t h e  
e f f e c t s  a r e  dependent on management regimes se l ec t ed .  Almost 
every a l t e r n a t i v e  des igna te s  a p o r t i o n  of t h e  a r e a  t o  t h i s  
emphasis. The fol lowing c h a r t  d i s p l a y s  t h e  percent  of t h e  a r e a  
des igna ted  t o  developmental a c t i v i t i e s  . 

Percent  of t h e  Area Designated t o  Developmental A c t i v i t i e s  
By A l t e r n a t i v e  

A B C D E J? G H 1 J K L M N 0 

55 55  56 5 8  48 58 15 0 40 17 17 65 56 58 0 
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No a c t i v i t i e s  a r e  scheduled t o  occur i n  t h e  f i r s t  decade i n  any 
A l t e r n a t i v e  except I and L. (See Table 3 a t  t h e  end o f  t h i s  
d iscuss ion) .  By t h e  end o f  t h e  f i f t h  decade, from 1 t o  16 m i l e s  
of road would be i n  place, depending on  t h e  a i t e r n a t i v e .  

By t h e  t h i r d  decade, t h e  natura lness o f  t h e  area w i l l  be impacted 
by t imber  c u t t i n g  un i ts ,  roads, and o t h e r  evidence o f  man's 
mod i f i ca t ions .  A c t i v i t i e s  conducted on slopes i n  t h e  area would 
be h i g h l y  v i s i b l e  from Highway 56 and t h e  Bul I Lake Val ley. 
Roadlng forgoes t h e  Oppor tun i ty  t o  consider  t h e  area f o r  
wi lderness i n  t h e  long term, and reduces t h e  oppor tun i t y  for 
p r l m i t i v e  r e c r e a t i o n  and experiences o f  s o l i t u d e .  

l imber  harves t  and roads cou ld  r e s u l t  i n  a shor t - term reduc t i on  
i n  b i g  game cover and secu r i t y .  
h a b i t a t  a r e  coordinated w i t h  w i l d i i i e  needs and inc lude t h e  
c losu re  o f  roads upon complet ion of t h e  a c t i v i t y  and insur ing  
t h a t  adequate cover i s  l e f t .  Long-term b e n e f l t s  t o  w i l d l i f e  
Include main ta in ing  and improving w l l d l i f e  forage. 

Timber management a c t i v i t i e s  can d i r E t l y  a f f e c t  t h e  g r i z z l y  
popu la t i on  i n  t h e  shor t - term by logging a c t i v i t i e s  and i n  t h e  
long-term by road access i n t o  a road less  area. Access i n t o  t h e  
area cou ld  d i sp lace  t h e  bear and increase t h e  oppor tun i t y  f o r  
humadbear encounters. Timber management a c t i v i t i e s ,  i f  w e l l  
coordinated, can produce b e n e f i t s  by producing more des i rab le  
forage f o r  g r l z z l  i es  through c e r t a i n  t i n b e r  harves t  and s i t e  
p repara t ion  p rac t i ces  such as m a l  i c l e a r c u t s  and broadcast 
burn ing instea3 of t r a c t o r  p i l i n g .  Roads would be c losed i n  a 
t i m e l y  manner t o  minimize humadbear encounters and displacement. 

Social  and econunic e f f e c t s  a r e  r e l a t e d  p r i m a r i l y  t o  t h e  resource 
values of timber, w i l d l i f e ,  wilderness, and rec rea t i on .  The 
harvest  o f  t imber  I s  impor tant  t o  t h e  econanic base o f  
communities i n  t h e  Forest .  Tlmber f r o m  t h e  Government Mountain 
road less  area would c o n t r i b u t e  t o  t h e  econanic base. 
experiences could be a l t e r e d  because of t h e  change i n  the  
roadless s e t t i n g  t o  a roaded-natural s e t t i n g .  Road c losures  
would r e t a i n  t h e  area c l o s e r  t o  I t s  e x i s t i n g  character .  Those 
pubi  i c s  d e s i r i n g  wi lderness o r  road less  management for t h e  area 
would n o t  be supported by these emphases. Concerns about Impacts 
on g r i z z l y  bear, b i g  game, and o t h e r  species cou ld  be r a i s e d  by 
t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  scheduled i n  these emphases, b u t  would be 
addressed b y  e f f o r t s  t o  m i t i g a t e  t h e  inpacts.  

A c t i v i t i e s  conducted i n  b i g  game 

Hunt ing 



Tabla 3. O r d e l  Outputs by Al(wns+lve for M I e S S  Arm. 

&.uwmEs 
- =  A B C 0 F F G H I J K I H N 0 

RBC. WIldemess Mkres  0 0 0 0 1.1 0 6.2 8.6 0 0 0 0 0  0 0 

Roadless Mkcrss 3.6 3.6 3.6 3.6 3.3 3.6 1.1 0 3.6 5.6 5.6 2.8 3.7 3.6 8.6 

Recreatlo" 
Prlm./Smlprlm.l5tWs 20 20 20 22 25 24 24 26 22 25 25 18 22 22 34 

semiprim. mtor.mm 16 16 16 12 8 a 4 0 IO 8 8 17 1 1  12 0 

Tlrber 
Sultabls %res 4.8 4.8 4.9 5.0 4.2 5.0 1.3 0 3.5 1.5 1.5 5.5 4,9 5.0 0 

3 6.0 6.0 7.0 40.5 7.0 6.0 .I 0 25.3 2.6 2.6 U . 0  24.0 24.0 0 
5 0 0  0 22.2 0 23.0 0 0 16.3 3.6 3.6 8.0 23.0 0 0 

Voluma ( W F )  1 0 0 0 0  0 0 0 0 .08 0 0 .01 0 0 0  

Harvest k r s s  - %res 1 0 0 0 0  0 0 0 0 . I  0 0 . I  0 0 0  
3 .8 .9 1.0 2.3 1.0 .8 .8 0 1.0 .1 .4 1.4 1.6 1.6 0 
5 0 0 0 1.1 0 1.1 0 0 1.1 .2 .2 .5 1.1 0 0  

Roads 
Roads Conrtructad 
F l r s t  Decade - Wtles 0 0 0 0 0 0  0 O I 0 0  I 0 0 0  

Total Road H11s 
Needed by 

Fltth Decade 6 10 I t  11  l o  10 1 0 15 4 4 16 11  11  0 

WIld l t te  - ThE 
Gr izz ly  Basr 

Hab I tat M k r s  
( 4 0  a t l v l t y )  3.6 3.6 3.6 3.6 4.4 3.6 7.3 8.6 3.6 5.6 5.6 2.8 3.7 3.6 8.6 

WIldllfa - 819 Gam 
S u m r  Range %res 3.2 3.2 3.3 2.3 1.6 1.5 .9 0 0 0 0 3.4 2.3 2.3 0 

Wlnter Rangs %res 0 0 0 .05 0 0 0 0 2.0 1.5 1.5 0 0 0 0  

Wlnsrals 6 O l l l G c s  
Very H lgh l  

Hlgh Potsntlal - WT APPLlUBLE TO MIS 
kcesislble U k r s s  ROMLESS M E A  





KOOTENAI NATIONAL FOREST 

&Kay Creek - 01676 S t a t e :  Montana 

Gross Acres: 13,600 Net Acres: 13,500 

I. D e s c r i p t i o n  

C-83 

T h i s  a r e a  i s  l o c a t e d  on t h e  s o u t h w e s t e r n  c o r n e r  of  t h e  C a b i n e t  Mountains 
Wi lde rness ,  e x t e n d i n g  n o r t h  a l o n g  t h e  west f a c e  of  t h e  C a b i n e t s  from t h e  
Swamp Creek d r a i n a g e  t o  Rock Creek. Access t o  t h e  a r e a  i s  good from t h e  
C l a r k  Fork R i v e r  v a l l e y  v i a  t h e  Rock Creek,  McKay Creek,  and Swawp Creek 
roads .  

The a r e a  i n c l u d e s  s i d e h i l l  and r i d g e t o p  f e a t u r e s  a l o n g  w i t h  s t e e p  s i d e d  
s t reambottom topography. This  r o a d l e s s  area i n c l u d e s  t h e  lower p o r t i o n  o f  
Swamp Creek,  Goat Creek,  most of t h e  headwa te r s  of  &Kay Creek,  and some 
small unamed t r i b u t a r i e s  of b o t h  Rock and &Kay Creeks.  The area i s  
g e n e r a l l y  t r ee -cove red  b u t  o v e r a l l  t imber  p r o d u c t i v i t y  i s  f a i r  t o  poor.  

Except f o r  t h e  Cedar Gulch d r a i n a g e .  t h e  r o a d l e s s  area i s  surrounded by a 
minimum of f o r e s t  management a c t i v i t i e s .  A BPA p o w e r l i n e  c o r r i d o r  and 
maintenance road s e p a r a t e s  t h e  &Kay r o a d l e s s  area from t h e  Galena r o a d l e s s  
a r e a  (#677) t o  t h e  s o u t h e a s t .  

The r e p r e s e n t e d  ecosystems are Western Ponderosa F o r e s t ,  D o u g l a s - f i r  
F o r e s t ,  Cedar Hemlock P i n e  F o r e s t ,  and Western Spruce  F i r  F o r e s t .  

The r o a d l e s s  a r e a  c o n t a i n s  g r i z z l y  b e a r  and mule d e e r  h a b i t a t s .  
s t r e a m s i d e  t r a i l  e x p e r i e n c e  up Swamp Creek and t h e  a c c e s s  p o i n t s  i n t o  t h e  
C a b i n e t  Mountains Wi lde rness  are the area's  o t h e r  a t t r a c t i o n s .  

C u r r e n t  u s e  i s  c o n s i d e r e d  moderate  (3,000 RVD's) and c o n s i s t s  o f  h u n t i n g  i n  
t h e  f a l l  and h i k i n g  a l o n g  t h e  t r a i l s  l e a d i n g  i n t o  Wanless Lake, a p o p u l a r  
d e s t i n a t i o n  p o i n t  i n  t h e  Cab ine t  Wilderness .  

11. C a p a b i l i t y  

The 

A. 

B. 

C. 

N a t u r a l  I n t e g r i t y  and Appearance 

The area 's  n a t u r a l  i n t e g r i t y  and appea rance  are h i g h  w i t h  t r a i l s  b e i n g  
t h e  o n l y  manmade f e a t u r e .  

O p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  S o l i t u d e  

O p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  s o l i t u d e  are many and of  a h i g h  q u a l i t y ,  e s p e c i a l l y  
i n  t h e  Swamp Creek and Rock Creek areas. 

P r i m i t i v e  R e c r e a t i o n  O p p o r t u n i t i e s  

P r i m i t i v e  r e c r e a t i o n  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  i n c l u d e  h u n t i n g ,  h i k i n g ,  and 
f i s h i n g .  



D. 

E. 

Other Features 
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W i  Id1 i f e  observat ion and s k i  ing i n t o  Rock Creek a r e  among t h e  
chal lenges o f fe red  by t h e  area. The o p p o r t u n i t i e s  t o  view w i l d l i f e  i n  
Rock Cree& and Goat Ridge a r e  a l s o  specia l  features.  

Manageabi l i ty  and BMlndaries 

The McKay Creek roadless area was i d e n t i f i e d  dur lng t h e  RARE I I 
inventory. 
c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  for  t h e  area, l i s t e d  as an a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  e x i s t i n g  
Cabinet Mountains W I  Iderness. 

The recommendation made a t  t h a t  t ime was a wliderness 

Gross Wet 
tkms &ics  

11900 11800 RARE I I inventory 

+2700 +2700 Add i t i ona l  acres i d e n t i f i e d  
t h a t  meet road less  c r i t e r i a  
and data base a d j u s t m n t  

13600 13500 1983 road less  inventory  

The nonconforming uses t h a t  would c o n f l i c t  w i t h  a wi lderness 
C l a s s i f i c a t i o n  a r e  t h e  e x i s t i n g  o i l  A gas leases. 

An oppor tun l t y  e x i s t s  t o  inprove t h e  manageabi l i ty  of t h e  boundary, 
w i thout  d e t r a c t i n g  from t h e  q u a l i t y  of t h e  area, by p l a c i n g  it on 
topographic features.  Otherwise, t h e  area enhances t h e  Cabinet 
Wilderness boundary by p rov id ing  depth and s o l i t u d e .  Other 
o p p o r t u n i t i e s  a r e  a v a i l a b l e  t o  separate o u t  p o t e n t i a l  resource 
c o n f l i c t s  t h a t  a r e  inherent  w i t h  the  h i g h  mineral p o t e n t i a l  i n  B l g  
Cedar Gulch and w i t h  t imber  p roduc t ion  p o t e n t i a l  i n  t h e  b o t t m  o f  
McKay and Goat Creeks. 

1 1 1 .  A v a i l a b i l i t y  

A. S i g n i f i c a n t  Resource blues 

1. Recreat ion 

I t  i s  estimated t h a t  t h e  area cou ld  p rov ide  about 4,200 RVD's of 
wi lderness rec rea t i on .  Current  use i s  est imated t o  be 3,000 
RVD's. 

2. W i  Id1 i f e  and F i s h  

The road less  area i s  considered i n p o r t a n t  fa1 I g r i z z l y  bear range 
and t h e  Goat Ridge area i s  considered prime mule deer hab i ta t .  

Swamp Creek i s  a s i g n i f i c a n t  f i s h e r y  con ta in ing  brodc and 
c u t t h r o a t  t r o u t .  

. 



3 .  

4. 

Timber 
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Approximately 7,400 a c r e s  are c l a s s i f i e d  a s  s u i t a b l e  t imber l and  
which i s  c a p a b l e  of  producing 20 c u b i c  f e e t  p e r  a c r e  p e r  y e a r  of  
t imber  growth. Over 90 p e r c e n t  of t h i s  t i m b e r l a n d  i s  s i t u a t e d  on 
s l o p e s  i n  e x c e s s  of  55  p e r c e n t .  Road c o n s t r u c t i o n  would b e  
d i f f i c u l t  and c o s t l y ,  and l o g g i n g  w i l l  r e q u i r e  t h e  use o f  c a b l e  
and h e l i c o p t e r  y a r d i n g  methods. Most o f  t h i s  t i m b e r l a n d  is i n  
Goat Creek and t h e  bot tom of &Kay Creek.  

Miners 1 s 

The  m i n e r a l  p o t e n t i a l  i s  c o n s i d e r e d  h i g h  t o  moderate  i n  t h e  
western edge of t h e  r o a d l e s s  area (B ig  Cedar Gulch s o u t h  t o  Goat 
Creek) .  T h i s  i n v o l v e s  abou t  2600 acres. The o i l  and g a s  
p o t e n t i a l  i s  c o n s i d e r e d  moderate  and t h e r e  a re  e x i s t i n g  o i l  and 
g a s  leases. 

B. Other  Resources  

1. 

2.  

3 .  

Range 

There a r e  no l i v e s t o c k  g r a z i n g  a l l o t m e n t s  i n  t h e  area and a l l  
g r a z i n g  p o t e n t i a l  i s  c o n s i d e r e d  t r a n s i t o r y .  

C u l t u r a l  Resource 

There a re  no known h i s t o r i c  o r  p r e h i s t o r i c  c u l t u r a l  s i t e s  i n  t h e  
a r e a .  Based on s u r v e y s  i n  s i m i l a r  areas, t h e  p r o b a b i l i t y  of 
p r e h i s t o r i c  s i tes  o c c u r r i n g  i s  c o n s i d e r e d  low. 

Water 

P r e c i p i t a t i o n  v a r i e s  from abou t  39 t o  110 i n c h e s  and r u n o f f  from 
1 4  t o  62 i n c h e s ,  depending on e l e v a t i o n  ( r a n g e  of 5,000 f e e t ) .  
Water q u a l i t y  i n  t h e  a r e a  c a n  b e  expec ted  t o  b e  v e r y  h i g h  e x c e p t  
d u r i n g  h i g h  r u n o f f  e v e n t s  which o c c u r  d u r i n g  s p r i n g  snowmelt. 
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Table 1 

Unit rv  Unit 

Gross Acres 
Net Acres 

Acres 
Acres 

Recreat ion 
Semiprim. Nonmotor. R M s  

Range 
S u i t a b l e  Acres Acres 
AUMs AUMs 

Timber 
Ten ta t ive  S u i t a b l e  Acres 
Standing Volume MMBF 

Corr idors  
Exis t ing  & P o t e n t i a l  No. 

Wi ld l i f e  - T&E 
Gr izz ly  Bear Habi ta t  

S i t u a t i o n  1 Acres 
S i t u a t i o n  2 Acres 
S i t u a t i o n  3 Acres 

13 600 
13500 

3000 

0 
0 

7400 
74 

0 

13500 
0 
0 

Wild l i f e  - Big Game (E lk ,  Deer, 
Goat 

Summer Range T o t a l  Acres 11800 
Win te r  Range To ta l  Acres 600 

Spec ia l  Uses Exis t ing  NO. 0 

S i g n i f i c a n t  F i s h e r i e s  
Stream Miles 
Stream Habi ta t  
Lakes 
Lake Habi ta t  

Water Developments 
Ex is t ing 

Minerals 
Hardrock P o t e n t i a l  

Very High 
High 
Moderate 
Low 

Miles 
Acres 
No. 
Acres 

No. 

Acres 
Acres 
Acres 
Acres 

Mining Claims No. 
O i l  & Gas P o t e n t i a l  

Very High Acres 
High Acres 
Mod e r a  t e Acres 
Low Acres 
Unknown Acres 

O i l  6 Gas Leases 

3 - 
- 
- 

0 

400 
2200 
1600 
9300 
100 

0 
0 

13500 
0 
0 

Lease Applications-No. 8 
Exis t ing  l eases  - Acs. 8400 

Exis t ing  F a c i l i t i e s  No. 0 

D. Management Cons idera t ions  

1. Land Use Author iza t ions  

No s p e c i a l  u ses  e x i s t  b u t  t h e r e  a r e  o i l  & gas  leases .  

2. F i r e  

The a rea  has had a low occurrence of f i r e  (no f i r e s  i n  t h e  l a s t  
10 years). 
s t ands  w i t h  t h i c k ,  downed woody m a t e r i a l s  a s  ground fue l .  

The f u e l s  s i t u a t i o n  i s  considered dense c o n i f e r  

3 .  I n s e c t  and Disease 

The a r e a  c o n t a i n s  a l imi t ed  amount of mature lodgepole which i s  
s u s c e p t i b l e  t o  mountain p ine  b e e t l e .  No i n s e c t  a c t i v i t y  i s  
p re sen t ly  occurr ing  i n  t h e  area.  

: 
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4. Non-Federal Lands 

There are 100 acres of private land located in &Kay Creek on the 
western edge of the roadless area. 

IV. Need 

A. Proximity to Other Wilderness and to Population Centers 

The area abuts the Cabinet Mountains Wilderness. Spokane, Washington 
(140 miles) and Missoula, Montana (180 miles) are the closest large 
population centers. 

Contribution to National Wilderness Preservation System 

This area is representative of the Cabinet-Yaak Grizzly Bear Ecosystem 
which is uncommon in the existing wilderness system. 

B. 

C. Public Interest 

During the RARE I1 public review period, over 2,500 people addressed 
comments about the area. 
a wilderness classification for the area. RARE I1 recommended 6700 
acres as wilderness. The Montana Wilderness Association's Alternative 
"W" (1978) recommended that McKay Creek be wilderness. During the 
issue scoping segment of the Unit Planning process, concern for the 
protection of the primitive quality of Swamp and Goat Creek was 
expressed. Approximately 5000 acres were recommended for wilderness 
in the June, 1984, Montana Wilderness Bill. The Governors Wilderness 
Recommendation inc luded approximately 6000 acres. 

A majority of the responses (56%) supported 

V. Alternatives and Environmental Consequences 

A. Management Prescription Assignment by Alternative 

Multiple use management prescriptions were grouped into categories 
(management emphases) which have similar impacts on the wilderness and 
roadless resources. The following table displays how the roadless 
area acreage was designated i n  each alternative. I n  addition, the 
summary of management emphasis further defines the rate of development 
that is expected to occur in some alternatives as well as the future 
disposition of the inventoried roadless area. 

. 



Table 2. Wanagaosnt Emphaslr by Alternatlre for  kKayJh& R o ~ l e s s  Area. 

fLmn#mu ( M k e s )  

A B C O E F G H I J K  L H N O  
v 
nMItl ldwMs5 (&3Dadless) 

Recrsatlon. Vlerlng. 
Mlnlmm Use Areas 7.5 3.1 4.2 6.8 1.7 7.0 0 0 1.9 1.5 1.5 6.4 7.1 7.5 8.5 

P , l m l t l " e / ~ l p r l n l t l " *  

WOnttlldr-r (Soea Developcent) 
B1g Gaaa *Inter Range 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 . 2 . 3 . 3  0 0 0 0 

WOnsllder-s (Developed) 
Tlnber Harvest W l t h  

WI ld l l fe  andfor 

Mlnlmum Use lvsas due t o  

Regonorat Ion 
Problems 5 . 8 3 . 6 4 . 3  0 1 . 2 6 . 5  0 0 5 . 1 4 . 8 4 . 8 7 . 0 6 . 3 5 . 8  0 

v lelrlng Mansg-nt, 

steep Slopes or 

Wlldernes 
Rec-nded W I I d e r n l ) ~ ~  0 6.7 5.0 6.7 10.5 0 13.5 13.5 6.3 6.7 6.7 0 0 0 5.0 .......................................................................................................................... 

Sunwry of &snagrant Eqhasls: 

Ho"wlldsme*s 
Oevelopd -Decade I: 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 . 5  0 0 0 0 0 0 

Decade 5: 5 . 8 3 . 6 4 . 3  0 1 . 2 6 . 3  0 0 5 . 1 4 . 3 4 . 3 7 . 0 6 . 3 5 . 8  0 

Roadla** - oeccd* I: 13.5 6.8 8.5 6.8 3.0 13.5 0 0 6.7 6.8 6.8 13.5 13.5 13.5 8.5 
Decade 5: 7.5 3.1 4.2 6.8 1.7 7.0 0 0 1.9 2.5 2.5 6.4 7.1 7.5 8.5 

Raccamanded Wlldornsss 0 6.7 5.0 6.7 10.5 0 13.5 13.5 6.3 6.7 6.7 0 0 0 5.0 

Total kcros- K U a v  Crook 13.5 13.5 13.5 13.5 13.5 1 3 3  13.5 13.5 13.5 13.5 13.5 1 3 3  13.5 13.5 13.5 

P 
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L 

The e n t i r e  roadless  a rea  i s  recommended f o r  wi lderness  i n  
Al t e rna t ives  G and H. Al te rna t ives  B. C, D,  E, I ,  J, K, and 0 
recommend 49%. 37%. 48%. 77%, 46%. 49%, 49%. and 37% of t h e  a r e a ,  
r e spec t ive ly ,  f o r  wilderness .  There a r e  no s p e c i f i c  
ground-disturbing management a c t i v i t i e s  a s soc ia t ed  w i t h  
wi lderness  a r e a s  although the es tab l i shment  of t hese  a r e a s  may, 
i n  i t s e l f ,  have e f f e c t s  on o t h e r  resources  and uses .  

The wi lderness  management emphasis w i l l  p r o t e c t  t h e  p r imi t ive  
c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  of the  area.  This  inc ludes  t h e  inherent  
na tu ra lness  of  t h e  road le s s  a rea  and t h e  pr imt ive  r e c r e a t i o n  
o p p o r t u n i t i e s  ava i l ab le .  The s o l i t u d e  o f f e red  by t h e  Swamp Creek 
and Rock Creek a reas  w i l l  a l s o  be  maintained. Old-growth t i m b e r  
and a s soc ia t ed  w i l d l i f e  h a b i t a t  w i l l  be pro tec ted .  

About 7,400 ac res  of s u i t a b l e  timberland i s  contained w i t h i n  t h e  
road le s s  a rea .  The following c h a r t  d i s p l a y s  t h e  a c r e s  of 
s u i t a b l e  timberland t h a t  would be  included wi th in  recommended 
wi lderness ,  by a l t e r n a t i v e .  

Acres of S u i t a b l e  Timberland i n  Wilderness 
(M Acres) 

A 8 C R E F G H I .I K L n N 0 

0 2.7 2.8 2.7 6.2 0 7.4 7.4 2.7 2.7 2.7 0 0 0 2.8 

Oppor tuni t ies  t o  manage the  t imber resource  would be foregone 
completely i n  Al t e rna t ives  G and H, and t o  l e s s e r  e x t e n t s  i n  
Al t e rna t ives  B, C. D, E, I, J ,  K, and 0. 

Grizzly bear h a b i t a t  ( S i t u a t i o n  1 - c r i t i c a l  t o  &he recovery of 
the  spec ie s )  covers  t h e  e n t i r e  road le s s  a rea .  Wilderness 
management would provide s e c u r i t y  t o  t h e  bear  by p roh ib i t i ng  
roading. thereby reducing inc reases  i n  human a c t i v i t y .  However, 
oppor tun i t i e s  t o  inc rease  forage  through burning and timber 
harves t  would not  OCCUK.  

Oppor tuni t ies  t o  manage big game summer range h a b i t a t  through 
timber harves t  would be foregone. However, a s  wi th  t h e  g r i z z l y  
b e a r ,  s e c u r i t y  f o r  b ig  game would be provided b y  wilderness  
because of t h e  l i m i t  on access  i n t o  the  a rea .  

Wilderness r e s t r i c t s  the  exp lo ra t ion  for. and removal o f ,  mineral  
resources .  Under t h e  Wilderness Act, the  lands  would be  
withdrawn from mineral  e n t r y  i f  no v a l i d  mining c la ims  e x i s t .  
This  a f f e c t s  the  approximately 2,600 a c r e s  considered t o  have 
high mineral  p o t e n t i a l .  I f  v a l i d  mining c la ims  e x i s t e d ,  t h e i r  
development could negate  a wi lderness  des igna t ion .  The e x i s t i n g  
o i l  and g a s  l ea ses  would be honored and i f  no d i s c o v e r i e s  occur ,  
t h e  land would be withdrawn from minera l  l eas ing .  This  
r e s t r i c t i o n  i s  not  considered s i g n i f i c a n t  t o  o i l  and gas  because 
the  p o t e n t i a l  i s  moderate. 
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A c t i v i t i e s  permissable  i n  wilderness .  when au thor ized  b y  the  1964 
Wilderness Act or wilderness  management p l ans ,  can c o s t  more than 
a c t i v i t i e s  i n  a r e a s  without  the  r e s t r i c t i o n s .  R e s t r i c t i o n s  apply 
p r imar i ly  t o  mode of t r a n s p o r t a t i o n ,  u s e  of chainsaws i n  t h e  
wilderness .  and removing s igns  of the  i n t r u s i o n  a f t e r  p r o j e c t  
completion. h'hen permi t ted ,  a c t i v i t i e s  such a s  minera l  
exp lo ra t ion ,  d i s e a s e  and pes t  c o n t r o l ,  and f i r e  suppression,  
would be conducted while  p ro tec t ing  the  wi lderness  va lues  which, 
i n  t u r n ,  r e q u i r e s  more time, adherence t o  more s t r i n g e n t  
r e q u i r e m e n t s ,  and more money being spent .  

S o c i a l  and economic e f f e c t s  would c e n t e r  around t h e  resource  
va lues  of r e c r e a t i o n ,  w i l d l i f e ,  wi lderness ,  and timber. 
Semiprimit ive r e c r e a t i o n  a c t i v i t i e s  such a s  hunt ing i n  a road le s s  
s e t t i n g ,  would cont inue.  Timberland would not  be  a v a i l a b l e  i n  
A l t e r n a t i v e s  G and H ,  t hus  not  support ing t h e  wood products  
indus t ry .  Those pub l i c s  valuing wi lderness  would be supported by 
t h i s  management emphasis. 

2. Designat ion: Nonwilderness (Road l e s s )  
Management Emphases: P r i m i t i v e  Recreat ion,  Semiprimit ive 

Nonmotorized Recreat ion.  Viewing, and 
Limited Use Areas 

Each A l t e r n a t i v e  except G and H des igna te  a t  l e a s t  a po r t ion  of 
the  road le s s  a r e a  t o  these  management emphases. The fol lowing 
c h a r t  d i s p l a y s  t h e  percent  of the  a rea  des igna ted  t o  road le s s  
management i n  each a l t e r n a t i v e .  

Percent  of t h e  Roadless Area Designated Roadless Management 

A B C D E F G H I J K L M N 0 

55 22 31 50 12 51 0 0 14 11 11 47 52 55 62 

There a r e  few, i f  any, g r o u n d d i s t u r b i n g  management a c t i v i t i e s  
s p e c i f i c a l l y  a s soc ia t ed  w i t h  road le s s  management. 
a s soc ia t ed  p r imar i ly  with d ispersed  r e c r e a t i o n  inc luding  hunt ing 
and f i sh ing .  

The road le s s  c h a r a c t e r  of the a r e a  w i l l  be maintained w i t h i n  
t hese  emphases a s  w i l l  t h e  p r i m i t i v e  r e c r e a t i o n  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  
a v a i l a b l e .  Old-growth t imber ,  g r i z z l y  h a b i t a t ,  and s e c u r i t y  for  
b ig  game w i l l  be maintained and pro tec ted .  

L i k e  wi lderness ,  road le s s  des igna t ions  r e q u i r e  s t i f f e r  
requirements  f o r  conducting a c t i v i t i e s ,  requirements  t h a t  a r e  
designed t o  p r o t e c t  the  q u a l i t i e s  inherent  i n  a road le s s  
a l l o c a t i o n .  R e s t r i c t i o n s  on access  and mode of t r a v e l  a r e  major 
l i m i t a t i o n s  f o r  conducting a c t i v i t i e s ,  making t h e  a c t i v i t y  more 
expensive t o  accomplish. 
and f i s h  h a b i t a t  improvements. minera l ,  o i l  and gas  
exploration/development. i n s e c t  and d i s e a s e  c o n t r o l ,  and w i l d f i r e  
suppression.  
des igna t ion .  

A c t i v i t i e s  a r e  

Such a c t i v i t i e s  can inc lude  w i l d l i f e  

Mineral development could negate a road le s s  . 
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The s o c i a l  and economic e f f e c t s  a r e  p r imar i ly  t h e  b e n e f i t s  of 
semiprimitve r e c r e a t i o n  oppor tun i t i e s .  
a v a i l a b l e  f o r  ha rves t  under these  emphases. 

Timber would not  be 

3.  Designation: Nonwilderness (Developed) 
Management Emphases: Big Game Winter Range Timber .  Big Game 

Summer Range Timber, Wi ld l i f e  Timber. 
Grizzly Timber. Timber Optimization, 
Timber Viewing Viewing Timber, Minimum 
Use due t o  Steep Slopes o r  Regeneration 
Problems 

Every a l t e r n a t i v e  except  D,  G, H, and 0 des igna te s  a po r t ion  of 
t h e  a rea  t o  these  management emphases. The following c h a r t  
d i s p l a y s  the  percent  of the  a rea  des igna ted  t o  developmental 
emphases, by a l t e r n a t i v e .  

Percent  of t h e  Roadless Area Designated f o r  Developmental A c t i v i t i e s  

A B C D E F G H 1 J K h M N 0 

42 26 3 1  0 8 46 0 0 39  35 35 51  46 42 0 

Timber  harves t  and assoc ia ted  a c t i v i t i e s ,  such a s  road bu i ld ing ,  
have more a f f e c t  on t h e  phys ica l  and b i o l o g i c a l  environment than 
any of t h e  o t h e r  f o r e s t  management a c t i v i t i e s .  
e f f e c t s  a r e  dependent on management regimes se l ec t ed .  

No timber harves t  o r  road bu i ld ing  i s  scheduled t o  occur i n  t h e  
f i r s t  decade i n  any a l t e r n a t i v e  except  I. By t h e  t h i r d  decade, 
however, the  na tu ra lness  of t h e  a rea  w i l l  be impacted by c u t t i n g  
u n i t s ,  roads,  and o t h e r  evidence of human modi f ica t ions  i n  a l l  
a l t e r n a t i v e s  except D ,  G ,  H. and 0. Por t ions  of t h e  a r e a  can  be 
seen from Highway 200.  A c t i v i t i e s  conducted i n  these  po r t ions  
would impact the  view.  Expected mi l e s  of road i n  p lace  by t h e  
f i f t h  decade vary by a l t e r n a t i v e  b u t  range from 5 mi les  t o  36 
miles.  (See Table 3 a t  t h e  end of t h i s  d i scuss ion ) .  Roading 
foregoes t h e  oppor tuni ty  t o  cons ider  the  a r e a  f o r  wi lderness  i n  
the  long-term and reduces the  oppor tuni ty  f o r  p r i m i t i v e  
r e c r e a t i o n  and experiences of so l i t ude .  

Timber harves t  and roads could r e s u l t  i n  a short- term reduct ion  
i n  b ig  game cover  and secu r i ty .  A c t i v i t i e s  conducted i n  b ig  game 
h a b i t a t  a r e  coordinated w i t h  w i l d l i f e  needs and inc lude  the  
c l o s u r e  of roads upon completion of the  a c t i v i t y  and insur ing  
t h a t  adequate cover is l e f t .  Long-term b e n e f i t s  t o  w i l d l i f e  
include maintaining and improving w i l d l i f e  forage.  

The ex ten t  of t h e  
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Timber management a c t i v i t i e s  can d i r e c t l y  a f f e c t  t h e  g r i z z l y  
popu la t ion  i n  t h e  shor t - term by logging a c t i v i t i e s  and t h e  long 
te rm by road access i n t o  a roadless area. Access i n t o  t h e  area  
cou ld  d i sp lace  t h e  bear and increase t h e  oppor tun i t y  fo r  
humadbear encounters. Timber management a c t i v i t i e s ,  i f  we l l  
coordinated, can produce b e n e f i t s  by producing more des i rab le  
forage f o r  g r i z z l i e s  through c e r t a i n  t imber ha rves t  and s i t e  
p repara t i on  p r a c t i c e s  such as smal I c l e a r c u t s  and broadcast 
burn ing  instead o f  t r a c t o r  p i l i n g .  Roads would be c losed I n  a 
t i m e l y  manner t o  minimize humadbear encounterr and displacement. 

Socia l  and e c o n a i c  e f f e c t s  a r e  r e l a t e d  p r i m a r i l y  t o  t h e  resource 
values o f  t imber, w i l d 1  i f e ,  wilderness, and rec rea t i on .  The 
ha rves t  of t imber  i s  impor tant  t o  t h e  e c o n a i c  base Of 
communities i n  t h e  Fores t .  Tirrber f r o m  t h e  McKay Cre& road less  
area  would c o n t r i b u t e  t o  t h e  e c o n a l c  base. Hunting experiences 
cou ld  be a l t e r e d  because of t h e  change I n  t h e  roadless s e t t i n g  t o  
a roaded-natural s e t t i n g .  Road c losures  would r e t a i n  t h e  area  
c l o s e r  t o  I t s  e x i s t i n g  c h a r z t e r .  Those pub1 i c s  d e s i r i n g  
wilderness or roadless managemnt fo r  t h e  a rea  would n o t  be 
supported by these emphases. Concerns about inpacts  on g r i z z l y  
bear, b i g  game, and o t h e r  species cou ld  be r a i s e d  by t h e  
a c t l v i t i e s  scheduled i n  these emphases, b u t  would be addressed by 
e f f o r t s  t o  m i t i g a t e  t h e  impacts. 



TsDIe 3. h a d e 1  Outputs by Alternat lvo tor Roadless kee. 

.xEmwYE 
OEWE A 0 C 0 E F G H I J K I M N O 

Rec. Wlldsrness krer  0 6.7 5.0 6.7 10.5 0 13.5 13.5 6.3 6.7 6.7 0 0 0 5.0 

Roadless IUcr(1.1 7.5 3.1 4.2 6.8 1.7 7.0 0 0 1.9 1.5 1.5 6.4 7.1 7.5 8.5 

R=creatlon 
Prr../Semlprlm.mw* 32 34 Y 40 40 31 40 40 35 37 37 29 31 32 49 

S r l p r l i .  %tor.NRVDs 25 I4 17 0 4 2 7  0 0 IO 6 6 30 26 26 0 

TlU&.W 
Suitable &res 5.8 3.6 4.3 0 1.2 6.3 0 0 5.1 4,8 4.8 7.0 6.1 5.8 0 
Volume 1 W F )  1 0 0 0 0 0 0  0 0 3.6 0 0 0  0 0 0  

3 19.5 33.3 16.3 0 4.0 16.0 0 0 30.1 26.5 8.0 23.0 16.0 16.0 0 ~~~ ~~~~ ~.~ 
5 21.3 3.5 3.5 0 ~0 21.0 0 0 4.2 7.4 5.4 13.0 2t;o 25.0 0 

Harvest Acres - a r e s  I 0 0 0 0 0  0 0 0 .5 0 0 0 0 0 0 
3 1.5 1.9 1.3 0 .5 1.2 0 0 1.3 1.3 .8 1.0 1.3 1.3 0 
5 .8 .2 .2 0 0 0.9 0 0 .6 1.1 .7 .5 .9 1.0 0 

RDadS 
Road* Cmstructea 
F l r s t  0ecade - Miles 0 0 ' 0  0 0 0 0 0 3 0 0 0 0 0 0  

Total Road MII.5 
W e d  by F l f t h  
O r e d e  - MI 1-5 28 20 22 0 5 33 0 0 22 24 24 36 33 30 0 

Wlldllfe - T6E 
Grlrlly Bssr 

Habltat &res 
(./O &l"l*, 7.5 9.8 9.2 13.5 12.2 7.0 13.5 13.5 8.2 8.2 8.2 6.4 7.1 7.5 13.5 

W l l d l l f s  - 819 G- 
Sv-r Range &res 5.0 2.9 3.4 0 .7 5.5 0 0 1.2 0 O 6.0 5.2 5.0 O 

Wlntsr Range a r e s  0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 .7 1.6 1.6 0 0 0 0  

n inra i  s 
Hardrock-Very Hlgh/ 
Hlgh h t s n t l a l  - 
k c s s s i b l e  k r e r  1.5 1.5 .9 0 .Ob .9 0 0 1.5 1.5 1.5 .9 .9 1.5 0 

Hlgh Potentlal - mlT APRICABLE IN THIS 
kcesslb le  k r o s  ROAIKESS M A  

01 I h as-Very Hlgh/ 





Chlppewa Creek - 01682 State: b n t a n a  

Gross Acres: ZDMO W e t  Acres: 2,300 
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I o  Oexrlpt lon 

The area 1s located immediately ad jacent  t o  t h e  west s ide  of t h e  Cabinet  
Mountains Wilderness, roughly  betwsen Chippewa Creek and t h e  Nor th Fork o f  
t h e  East Fork of B u l l  R iver .  Access t o  t h e  road less  area i s  prov ided from 
S ta te  Highway 56 v i a  t h e  South Fork and East Fork B u l l  R i ve r  Roads. 
t r a i l  leading t o  Dad Peak w i t h i n  t h e  Cabinets  r u n s  through t h e  area. 

The area I s  a h i g h  r l dge top  s i t ua t i on ,  genera l l y  steep w i t h  rocky shallow 
s o i l s .  Vegetat ion i s  r e l a t i v e l y  sparse on  t h e  south- fac ing slopes. 
Po r t i ons  of Chippewa, D e v i l ' s  Club, and Snake Creeks d r a i n  I n t o  t h e  B u l l  
R i ver d r  a In age. 

The area i s  bordered by roads and c l e a r c u t s  on t h e  northwestern and 
southeastern edges and by t h e  Cabinet Mountains Wl Iderness t o  t h e  east .  

The ecosys tm represented i s  Douglas-Fir Forest .  

The area conta ins  g r i z z l y  bear hab i ta t ,  b lack bears, b ighorn  sheep, 
mountain goats, e lk ,  and mule deer. 

Dispersed r s c r e a t i o n  use I s  l i g h t ,  and i s  mainly hunt ing  i n  t h e  F a l l .  

A 

11. Capatllllty 

A -  Natura l  I n t e g r i t y  and Appearance 

The overal  I na tura l  i n t q r i t y  and appearance I s  h igh  w i t h  o n l y  t h e  Dad 
Peak T r a i l  c ross ing  t h e  road less  area. 

6. Oppor tun l t les  for S o l i t u d e  

Oppor tun i t ies  for s o l i t u d e  a r e  considered moderate because t h e  area 
faces i n t o  t h e  developed B u l l  R iver  Val ley.  

C. P r l m l t l v e  Recreat lon Oppor tun l t les  

Recreat ion u p p o r t u n i t i e s  inc lude h i k i n g  and hunt ing.  

H ik ing  i n  t h e  Goat Rocks prov ides t h e  area 's  most chal  lenging 
experience. The goat  w in te r  range i s  another spec ia l  f ea tu re  i n  t h e  
area. 

. 



D. M a n a g e a b i l i t y  and Boundar i e s  
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Chippewa Creek r o a d l e s s  area w a s  i d e n t i f i e d  d u r i n g  t h e  RARE I 1  
i n v e n t o r y  and t h e  recommendation a t  t h a t  t i m e  was f o r  a p o r t i o n  t o  b e  
w i l d e r n e s s  d e s i g n a t i o n ,  a s  a n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  e x i s t i n g  C a b i n e t  
Mountains Wi lde rness .  The r e c e n t  i n v e n t o r y  h a s  i d e n t i f i e d  a d d i t i o n a l  
a c r e s  f o r  t h e  area. 

Gross  N e t  
kL!Zis LtmZ.8 

1000 1000 RARE I1 i nven to ry  

+1300 +1300 A d d i t i o n a l  a c r e s  i d e n t i f i e d  
t h a t  meet r o a d l e s s  c r i t e r i a .  

2300 2300 1983 r o a d l e s s  i n v e n t o r y  

There are no nonconforming u s e s  t h a t  would c o n f l i c t  w i t h  a w i l d e r n e s s  
c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  f o r  t h e  a r e a .  

The compact a r e a  enhances  t h e  e x i s t i n g  w i l d e r n e s s  boundary by 
p r o v i d i n g  more d e p t h  b u t  t h e  m a n a g e a b i l i t y  o f  t h e  r o a d l e s s  a r e a ' s  
boundary i s  more d i f f i c u l t  as i t  d o e s  n o t  f o l l o w  w e l l  d e f i n e d .  
t o p o g r a p h i c  f e a t u r e s .  

111. A v a i l a b i l i t y  

A. S i g n i f i c a n t  Resource Values 

1. R e c r e a t i o n  

I t  is e s t i m a t e d  t h a t  t h e  area c o u l d  p r o v i d e  abou t  600 RVD's  o f  
w i l d e r n e s s  r e c r e a t i o n  p e r  y e a r .  T h i s  would b e  a c o n t r i b u t i o n  t o  
t h e  RVD c a p a c i t y  o f  t h e  C a b i n e t  Mountains Wi lde rness .  C u r r e n t  
u s e  i s  e s t i m a t e d  t o  b e  abou t  300 R V D ' s  p e r  y e a r .  

2. W i l d l i f e  

The a r e a  c o n t a i n s  b i g h o r n  sheep ,  mountain g o a t s ,  and what i s  
c o n s i d e r e d  some of t h e  b e s t  mule d e e r  h a b i t a t  on t h e  F o r e s t .  
There are no s i g n i f i c a n t  management o p p o r t u n i t i e s  t o  enhance t h i s  
h a b i t a t .  

3. Timber 

The a r e a  c o n t a i n s  1,600 a c r e s  o f  t e n t a t i v e l y  s u i t a b l e  t i m b e r l a n d  
c a p a b l e  of p roduc ing  more t h a n  20 c u b i c  f e e t  p e r  acre p e r  y e a r  of 
t i m b e r  growth.  T h i s  i s  l o c a t e d  on s l o p e s  i n  excess of  55% where 
road b u i l d i n g  would b e  d i f f i c u l t  and c o s t l y .  
r e q u i r e  c a b l e  o r  h e l i c o p t e r  y a r d i n g  methods.  

Logging w i l l  

B. Other Resources  

1. F i s h e r i e s  

The re  a r e  no  s i g n i f i c a n t  f i s h e r i e s  i n  t h e  a r e a .  
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There a r e  no l i ves tock  graz ing  a l l o tmen ts  i n  t h e  area and t h e  
g raz ing  p o t e n t i a l  i s  considered a i l  t r a n s i t o r y .  

M i  nera I s 

The mineral  p o t e n t i a l  i s  low and t h e  o i l  and gas p o t e n t i a l  i s  
moderate. There a r e  t h r e e  o i l  and gas lease app l i ca t i ons  
pend i ng . 
Cultura l  Resources 

There a r e  no known h i s t o r i c  or p r e h i s t o r i c  c u l t u r a l  s i t e s  In  t h e  
area. Based on surveys i n  s i m i l a r  locat ions,  t h e  p r o b a b i l i t y  o f  
p r e h i s t o r i c  s i t e s  occu r r i ng  i s  cons ider& low. 

Water 

Mean annual p r e c i p i t a t i o n  for t h e  area averages about 60+ inches, 
vary ing  between about 57 and 97 inches depending on e leva t ion .  
Except dur ing  per iods  o f  h igh  r u n o f f  i n  t h e  spr ing,  t h e  water 
q u a l i t y  i s  considered excel lent .  

C. Resource Si tuat ion Chippewa 01682 
Table 1 

Cateaorv U n i t  rw U n i t  

Gross Acres 
Net Acres 

Acres 
Acres 

Recreat ion 
Sen i p r  I m. Nonmotor. RVDs 

Range 
Su i tab le  Acres Acres 
AUMs AUMs 

Timber 
Ten ta t i ve  Su i tab le  Acres 
Standing Volume MMBF 

Cor r i do rs  
E x i s t i n g  d Potenl  

W i l d l i f e  - T&E 
G r i z z l y  Bear Habi 

S i t u a t i o n  1 
S i t u a t i o n  2 
S i t u a t i o n  3 

a l  No. 

a t  
Acres 
Acres 
Acres 

Ik.  Deer, 

2300 
2300 

300 

0 
0 

1600 
20 

0 

2300 
0 
0 

W i l d l i f e  - B ig  Game ( 
Goat) 

Summer Rnnnn T o t a l  Acre+ 1500 .--- . -. ... . ._ . . .- . . -- 23-  

Winter Range Tota l  Acres 200 

Special  Uses E x i s t i n g  No. 0 

F u i c + i n n  Farili+iac n 

S i g n i f i c a n t  F i s h e r i e s  
Stream M i  les M i  les 
Stream Hab i ta t  Acres 
Lakes No. 
Lake H a b i t a t  Acres 

Water Developments 
Ex i s t  i ng No. 

M inera I s 
Hardrock Po ten t i  I 

Very High Acres 
High Acres 
Moderate Acres 
Low Acres 

Mining Claims No. 
O i l  8 Gas P o t e n t i a l  

Very High Acres 
High Acres 
Moderate Acres 
Low Acres 
Unknavn Acres 

O i  I 8 Gas Leases 

0 
0 
0 
0 

0 

0 
0 
0 

2300 
0 

0 
0 

2300 
0 
0 

Lease Appl icat ions-No. 3 
Acres Appl led For-Acs. 2300 



D. Management Considerat ions 

1. Land Use Author iza t ions  

There a r e  no specia l  uses. 

C-98 
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2, F i r e  

The area has had a low occurrence of f i r e  ( 1  f i r e  i n  t h e  l a s t  10 
years). The f u e l s  s i t u a t i o n  c u r r e n t l y  i s  p r e d a i n a n t l y  dense 
c o n i f e r  w i t h  t h i c k  accumulations of ground fue ls .  

3. I nsec t  and Disease 

About 10% o f  t h e  t imber  stands conta in  h igh  r i s k  lodgepole p i n e  
b u t  t h e r e  i s  no c u r r e n t  insect  and disease a c t i v i t y  i n  t h e  area. 

4. Mon-FederaI Lands 

There a r e  no p r i v a t e  lands i n  t h e  road less  area. 

i V .  Weed 

A. P rox im i t y  t o  Other Wilderness and t o  Popu la t ion  Centers 

The area abuts t h e  e x i s t i n g  Cabinet Mountains Wilderness. 
Washington (120 mi les)  and M issw ia ,  Montana (160 mi les)  a r e  t h e  
nearest  la rge  popu la t ion  centers .  

Con t r i bu t i on  t o  Wational Wilderness Preserva t ion  System 

Th is  area i s  rep resen ta t i ve  o f  t h e  Cabinet-Yaak G r i z z l y  Bear Ecosystem 
which i s  uncommn I n  t h e  e x i s t i n g  wi lderness system. 

Spokane, 

B. 

C. P u b l i c  I n t e r e s t  

During t h e  RARE I I pub1 i c  review period, about 2,500 people d i r c c t e d  
comments t o  t h e  area. 
wi lderness c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  f o r  t h e  area. RARE I I recommended 
approximately 400 acres as Wilderness. 

Chippewa was included i n  bo th  the  Governor's wi lderness recommendation 
t o  t h e  Sta te  Congressional Delegat ion (2100 acres) and i n  t h a t  
De legat ion 's  Montana W I  lderness B i I  I proposal t o  Congress (1350 
acres), i n  June, 1984. 

The area c u r r e n t l y  receives l i g h t  r e c r e a t i o n  use, p r i m a r i l y  hunt ing I n  
the  Fa1 I. 

A m a j o r i t y  (58%) expressed suppor t  f o r  a 

V. A l t e r n a t i v e s  and Enwl ronmnta l  Consequences 

A. bnaggamant P r e s c r i p t i o n  A s s i g n w n t  by A l te rna t iwe  

M u l t i p l e  use management p r e s c r i p t i o n s  were grouped i n t o  ca tegor ies  
(management emphases) which have s i m i l a r  impacts on t h e  wilderness and 
roadless resources. The f o l l o w i n g  t a b l e  d i sp lays  how t h e  roadless 
area acreage was designated i n  each a l t e r n a t i v e .  I n  add i t ion ,  t h e  
summary of management emphasis f u r t h e r  de f ines  t h e  r a t e  o f  development 
t h a t  i s  expected t o  o tcu r  i n  some a l t e r n a t i v e s  as we l l  as the  f u t u r e  
d i s p o s i t i o n  o f  t h e  Inventor ied  roadless area. 
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Tabla 2. Wanegernt Emphasls by A l temat lve  fm Rm!dlerr Area. 

MTEREUTIYES IN  Acres) 

A B C D E F G H I J K  L H H O  - 
Howl Idermss (Paad less) 

Recreatlon, Vlarlng. 
Hlnlmn use Areas 1.1 .6 .6 .6 .6 .6 0 0 .4 .5 .5 .5 1.0 .6 1.9 

P r l . l t l " ~ / S ~ l p r l . l t l " e  

KOllwlldoCnesS (De~olopedl 
Tlrnber Harvest With 

W I l d l i f e  andlor 
Vltnlng Hsnagsslent, 
Mlnlrmm Use k e a s  due t o  
Stasp slopes or 
Reggeneratlon 
Prm I e m  1.2 1.2 1.2 1.2 1.2 1.1 0 0 1.5 1.4 1.4 1.8 1.3 1.7 0 

Ret-nded H l l d e r n e s  0 .4 .4 .4 .4 0 2.3 2.3 .4 .4 .4 0 0 0 .4 
W l l d e m a r  

.......................................................................................................................... 
S-r). Of k4a.Mga.t ESpiUSI I :  

h t r l  Idwness 
Developed - Decade 1: .1 .l .1 .1 .1 . 3  0 0 .1 .l .I . 3  .1 .I 0 

Decade 5: 1.2 1.2 1.2 1.2 1.2 1.7 0 0 1.5 1.4 1.4 1.8 1.3 1.7 0 

Roadless - Decade I: 2.2 1.6 1.6 1.6 1.6 2.0 0 0 1.8 1.8 1.8 2.0 2.2 2.2 1.9 
Decade 5: 1.1 .6 .6 .6 .6 .6 0 0 .4 .5 .5 .5 1.0 .6 1.9 

R-nded Ulldemesa 0 .4 .4 .4 .4 0 2.3 2.3 ,4 .4 .1 0 0 0 .4 

Total Acres- C h l p m a  2.5 2.3 2.3 2.3 2.3 2.3 2.3 2.3 2.3 2.3 2.3 2.3 2.3 2.3 2.3 



B. Impacts 

1. Designation: Wilderness 
Management Emphasis: Wilderness 
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The Chippewa Creek road le s s  a rea  is recommended f o r  wi lderness  i n  
i t s  e n t i r e t y  i n  Al t e rna t ives  G and H. A l t e r n a t i v e s  B ,  C ,  D ,  E ,  
I ,  J, K, and 0 each recommend 17% of the  a rea  as wi lderness  (400 
ac res ) .  
a c t i v i t i e s  a s soc ia t ed  w i t h  wi lderness  a r e a s  a l though the  
es tab l i shment  of these a r e a s  may, i n  i t s e l f ,  have e f f e c t s  on 
o t h e r  resources  and uses.  

Wi lderness  c l a s s  i f  i c a t  ion w i  11 preserve  t h e  e x i s t i n g  wi lderness  
c h a r a c t e r  of the  a rea  and w i l l  maintain t h e  p r imi t ive  r e c r e a t i o n  
o p p o r t u n i t i e s  p re sen t  which  inc lude  hunt ing and hiking.  A 
wi lderness  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  f o r  Chippewa Creek would a l s o  add t o  
the  e x i s t i n g  Cabinet Mountains. 

There a r e  1,600 a c r e s  of s u i t a b l e  t imberland i n  the  road le s s  
a rea .  The following c h a r t  d i s p l a y s  t h e  a c r e s  of s u i t a b l e  
t imberland contained i n  wi lderness  i n  each a l t e r n a t i v e .  

There a r e  no s p e c i f i c  ground-disturbing management 

Acres of S u i t a b l e  Timberland i n  Wilderness 
(M Acres) 

A B C D E F G H I J K L M N O 

0 .4 .4 .4 .4 0 1.6 1.6 .4 .4 .4 0 0 0 .4 

Oppor tuni t ies  t o  manage t h e  t imber resource  would be  foregone 
completely i n  A l t e r n a t i v e s  G and H, and t o  l e s s e r  e x t e n t s  i n  
A l t e r n a t i v e s  B ,  C ,  D. E ,  J, K ,  and 0. 

Gr izz ly  bea r  h a b i t a t  ( S i t u a t i o n  1 - c r i t i c a l  t o  the  recovery of 
t h e  spec ie s )  covers  the  e n t i r e  road le s s  a rea .  Wilderness 
management would provide s e c u r i t y  t o  t h e  bear  by p r o h i b i t i n g  
roading,  thereby reducing increases i n  human a c t i v i t y .  However, 
o p p o r t u n i t i e s  t o  inc rease  forage through burning and t imber 
ha rves t  would not  occur.  

Oppor tuni t ies  t o  manage b ig  game summer range through timber 
ha rves t  would be unavai lab le  b u t ,  as wi th  g r i z z l y ,  wi lderness  
c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  would provide s e c u r i t y  f o r  b ig  game b y  l i m i t i n g  
human access  i n t o  t h e  a rea .  

Wilderness w i l l  r e s t r i c t  the  exp lo ra t ion  f o r ,  and removal o f .  
mineral  resources .  Under t h e  Wilderness A c t ,  t h e  land would be 
withdrawn from mineral  en t ry  s ince  no v a l i d  mining claims e x i s t .  
The o i l  and gas  l e a s e  a p p l i c a t i o n s  would not be processed and 
t h e  land withdrawn from mineral  l eas ing .  This  r e s t r i c t i o n  i s  not  
considered s i g n i f i c a n t  i n  t h a t  t h e  minera l  p o t e n t i a l  i s  low and 
t h e  o i l  and gas  p o t e n t i a l  i s  moderate. 
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A c t i v i t i e s  p e r m i s s a b l e  i n  w i l d e r n e s s ,  when a u t h o r i z e d  by the 1964 
Wi lde rness  Act or w i l d e r n e s s  management p l a n s ,  c a n  c o s t  more than  
a c t i v i t i e s  i n  a r e a s  w i t h o u t  the r e s t r i c t ions .  R e s t r i c t i o n s  a p p l y  p r i n a r i l y  
t o  mode of t r a n s p o r t a t i o n ,  u s e  of  cha insaws  i n  t h e  w i l d e r n e s s ,  and removing 
s i g n s  of t h e  i n t r u s i o n  a f t e r  p r o j e c t  couiplet ion.  When p e r m i t t e d ,  
a c t i v i t i e s  such as  m i n e r a l  e x p l o r a t i o n ,  d i s e a s e  and p e s t  c o n t r o l ,  and f i r e  
s u p p r e s s i o n ,  would be  conducted w h i l e  p r o t e c t i n g  t h e  w i l d e r n e s s  v a l u e s  
which, i n  t u r n ,  r e q u i r e s  more time, adhe rence  t o  more s t r i n g e n t  
r e q u i r e m e n t s ,  and more money b e i n g  s p e n t .  

S o c i a l  and economic e f f e c t s  would c e n t e r  around t h e  r e s o u r c e  v a l u e s  o f  
r e c r c a  t i o n ,  wild l i f e ,  w i l d e r n e s s ,  and t imber .  Semi-p r i r n i  t i v e  r e c r e a t i o n  
a c t i v i t i e s  such a s  h u n t i n g  i n  a r o a d l e s s  s e t t i n p ,  would c o n t i n u e .  
Timberland would n o t  be  a v a i l a b l e  i n  A l t e r n a t i v e s  G and 11, t h u s  n o t  
s u p p o r t i n g  t h e  wood p r o d u c t s  i n d u s t r y .  Those p u b l i c s  v a l u i n g  w i l d e r n e s s  
would be  suppor t ed  by this  management emphasis .  

2. Des igna t  ion:  Nonwilderness ( R o a d l e s s )  
Management Emphases: P r i m i t i v e  Recreation. S e m i p r i m i t i v e  

Nonmotorized R e c r e a t i o n ,  Viewing, and Limited 
Use Areas 

Each a l t e r n a t i v e ,  e x c e p t  A l t e r n a t i v e s  G and H ,  d e s i g n a t e  a p o r t i o n  of  
t h e  a r e a  t o  t h e s e  management emphases. The f o l l o w i n g  c h a r t  d i s p l a y s  
t h e  p e r c e n t  of  t h e  a r e a  d e s i g n a t e d  r o a d l e s s  management by a l t e r n a t i v e .  

P e r c e n t  of Area Designated Road les s  Management 

..A B C D E F G H I J K L M N 0 

47 26 26 26 26 26 0 0 17  21 21 21 43 26 82 

There ai-e few, i f  a n y ,  g r o u n d - d i s t u r b i n g  management a c t i v i t i e s  
spec i f  i c a  l l y  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  road l e s s n c s s .  A c t i v i t i e s  arc a s s o c i a t e d  
p r i m a r i l y  w i t h  d i s p e r s e d  r e c r e a t i o n  i n c l u d i n g  h u n t i n g  and h i k i n g .  

The r o a d l e s s  c h a r a c t e r  of  t h e  a r e a  would be m a i n t a i n e d  i n  t h e s e  
emphases a s  would t h e  s emi -p r imi t ive  r e c r e a t i o n  o p p o r t u n i t i e s .  Old 
growth I n b i t a t  w i l l  a l s o  be ma in ta ined  and g r i z z l y  h a b i t a t  will b e  
p r o t e c t e d .  S e c u r i t y  f o r  b i g  game would b e  m a i n t a i n e d .  

Like w i i d e r n c s s ,  r o a d l e s s  d e s i g n a t i o n s  r e q u i r e  s t i f f e r  r e q u i r e m e n t s  
f o r  coilductin;: a c t i v i t i e s ,  r e q u i r e m e n t s  t h a t  a r e  des igned  t o  p r o t e c t  
t h e  q u a l i t i e s  i n l i e r en t  i n  a r o a d l e s s  a l l o c a t i o n .  R e s t r i c t i o n s  on 
a c c e s s  and node o f  t r a v e l  are  ma jo r  l i m i t a t i o n s  f o r  conduc t ing  
a c t i v i t i e s .  o f t e n  making t h e  a c t i v i t y  more e x p e n s i v e  t o  accomplish.  
Such a c t i v i t i e s  c a n  i n c l u d e  w i l d l i f e  and f i s h  h a b i t a t  improvements, 
m i n e r a l ,  o i l  and g a s  exploration/development,  i n s e c t  and d i s e a s e  
c o n t r o l ,  and w i l d f i r e  s u p p r e s s i o n .  

The s o c i a l  and economic e f f e c t s  a r e  p r i m a r i l y  the b e n e f i t s  o f  
s e m i p r i m i t i v e  r e c r e a t i o n  o p p o r t u n i t i e s .  Timber wouid n o t  b e  a v a i l a b l e  
f o r  h a r v e s t  i n  t h e s e  emphases. 
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3 .  D e s i g n a t i o n :  Nonwilderness (Developed) 
Management Emphases: Big Game Winter  Range Timber,  Big Game  Sumuer 

Range Timber,  W i l d l i f e  Timber. G r i z z l y  
Timber, Timber O p t i m i z a t i o n ,  Timber Viewing, 
Viewing Timber, Minimum Use due  t o  S t e e p  
S l o p e s  o r  R e g e n e r a t i o n  Problems. 

Each a i t e r n a t i v e  c x c e p t  G ,  H, and 0 d e s i g n a t e s  a p o r t i o n  of  t h e  a r e a  
t o  t h e s e  manager.lent emphases. The f o l l o w i n g  c h a r t  d i s p l a y s  t h e  
p e r c e n t  of t h e  a r e a  d e s i g n a t c d  t o  deve lopn ien ta l  a c t i v i t i e s ,  by 
a l t e r n a t i v e .  

P e r c e n t  o f  Area Des igna ted  f o r  Developmental  A c t i v i t i e s  
By A l t e r n a t i v e  

A B C D E F G H I J K L M N 0 

52 52 52 52 52 73 0 0 65  60 60 7 3  56 73 0 

Timber h a r v e s t  and a s s o c i a t e d  a c t i v i t i e s ,  such a s  road b u i l d i n g ,  iiavc 
more a f f e c t  on t h e  p h y s i c a l  and b i o l o g i c a l  environment  than  any of t h e  
o t h e r  f o r e s t  management a c t i v i t i e s .  The e x t e n t  of t h e  e f f e c t s  a r e  
dependen t  on management regimes s e i e c t e d .  

Under t h e s e  emphases,  t h e  n a t u r a l n e s s  of  t h e  a r e a  w i l l  b e  impacted by 
h a r v e s t  c u t t i n g  u n i t s ,  r o a d s ,  and o t h e r  e v i d e n c e  of hunan 
m o d i f i c a t i o n s .  The a r e a  i s  r e a d i l y  s e e n  from Highway 56 and t h e  B u l l  
Lake Va l l ey .  
impact t h e  view. Roading f o r g o e s  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  c o n s i d e r  t h e  a r e a  
f o r  w i l d e r n e s s  i n  the long-term and r e d u c e s  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  
p r i m i t i v e  r e c r e a t i o n  and e x p e r i e n c e  of  s o l i t u d e .  Under most 
a l t e r n a t i v e s ,  some a c t i v i t y  would o c c u r  w i t h i n  t h e  f i r s t  decade :  By 
t h e  end of t h e  f i f t h  decade .  5 t o  6 miles o f  road wou ld  b e  i n  p l a c e .  
(See  Tab le  3 a t  t h e  end o f  t h i s  d i s c u s s i o n ) .  

Timber h a r v e s t  and r o a d s  cou ld  r e s u l t  i n  a s h o r t - t e r m  r e d u c t i o n  i n  b i g  
game c o v e r  and s e c u r i t y .  A c t i v i t i e s  conduc tcd  i n  b i g  game h a b i t a t  a r e  
c o o r d i n a t e d  w i t h  w i l d l i f e  needs and i n c l u d e  t h e  c l o s u r e  of  r o a d s  upon 
comple t ion  of t h e  a c t i v i t y  and i n s u r i n g  t h a t  a d e q u a t c  c o v e r  i s  l e f t .  
Long-term b e n e f i t s  t o  w i l d l i f e  i n c l u d e  m a i n t a i n i n g  and h p r o v i n g  
w i l d l i f e  f o r a g e .  

Timber management a c t i v i t i e s  c a n  d i r e c t l y  a f f e c t  t h e  g r i z z l y  
p o p u l a t i o n  i n  t h e  s h o r t - t e r m  by logg ing  a c t i v i t i e s  and t h e  l o n g - t e r n  
by road a c c e s s  i n t o  a r o a d l e s s  a r e a .  
d i s p l a c e  t h e  b e a r  and i n c r e a s e  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  h u m a d b e a r  
e n c o u n t e r s .  Timber management a c t i v i t i e s ,  i f  w e l l  c o o r d i n a t e d ,  c a n  
p roduce  b e n e f i t s  by p roduc ing  more d e s i r a b l e  f o r a g e  f o r  g r i z z l i e s  
t h rough  c e r t a i n  t imber  h a r v e s t  and s i t e  p r e p a r a t i o n  p r a c t i c e s  such a s  
small  c l e a r c u t s  and b r o a d c a s t  b u r n i n g  i n s t e a d  of  t r a c t o r  p i l i n g .  
Roads would be  c l o s e d  i n  a t i m e l y  manner t o  minimize human/bear 
e n c o u n t e r s  and d i s p l a c e m e n t .  

A c t i v i t i e s  conductcd would b e  h i g h l y  v i s i b l e  and would 

Access  i n t o  t h e  a r e a  cou ld  
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S o c i a l  and economic e f f e c t s  are r e l a t e d  p r i m a r i l y  t o  t h e  r e s o u r c e  
v a l u e s  of  t imber ,  w i l d l i f e ,  w i l d e r n e s s ,  and r e c r e a t i o n .  The 
h a r v e s t  of  t imber  i s  i m p o r t a n t  t o  t h e  economic b a s e  of  
communities i n  t h e  F o r e s t .  Timber from t h e  Chippewa Creek 
r o a d l e s s  a r e a  would c o n t r i b u t e  t o  t h e  economic b a s e .  Hunting 
e x p e r i e n c e s  cou ld  be  a l t e r e d  b e c a u s e  of t h e  change i n  t h e  
r o a d l e s s  s e t t i n g  t o  a roaded n a t u r a l  s e t t i n g .  Road c l o s u r e s  
would r e t a i n  t h e  a r e a  c l o s e r  t o  i t s  e x i s t i n -  c h a r a c t e r .  Those 
p u b l i c s  d e s i r i n g  w i l d e r n e s s  o r  r o a d l e s s  man$ement f o r  t h e  a r e a  
would n o t  be  suppor t ed  by t h e s e  emphases. Concerns abou t  impacts  
on g r i z z l y  b e a r ,  b i g  game, and o t h e r  s p e c i e s  c o u l d  be  r a i s e d  by 
t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  s chedu led  i n  these empliases, b u t  would be 
addres sed  by e f f o r t s  t o  m i t i g a t e  t h e  impacts .  

. 



Table 3. Dscsdal Cwtputs tm Rosdhss Area. 

AlzuLMs 
MITRlTCAlEGGW OECME A B c 0 F F G H I J K L H N 0 

RBC. Wlldernesr Hkres 0 .4 .4 .4 .4 0 2.3 2.3 .4 .4 .4 0 0 0 .4 

Road I ess MAcres 1.1 .6 .6 .6 .6 .6 0 0 .5 .6 .6 .5 1.0 .6 1.9 

RBCreatlon 
Prlnl./Smnlprlm.Wvos 4 4 4 4 4 4 7 7 5 5 5 7 5 5 6 

smlprlm. mtar.mvos 5 5 5 5 5 6 0 0 0  0 0 7 5 5 0 

Sultsble MACres 1.2 1.3 1.3 1.3 1.3 1.6 0 0 1.5 1.4 1.4 1.6 1.3 1.6 0 
VOlUlne (W) 1 1.3 1.3 1.3 1.3 1.0 5.0 0 0 1.3 1.3 1.3 5.0 1.3 1 . 3 ,  0 

3 2.3 2.3 2.3 2.3 2.0 2.0 0 0 2.3 2.3 2.3 2.5 2.3 8.0 0 
5 3.4 3.4 3.4 3.4 3.0 4.0 0 0 5.5 2.8 2.8 4.0 3.4 3.3 0 

HarveSt Acres - HAcrss 1 .I . I  . I  . I  .I .3  0 0 . I  .I .I .3 . I  . I  0 
3 .09 .09 .09 .09 .09 .1  0 0 .1 .09 .w .l .I .5 0 
5 .1 . I  . I  .I . I  . I  0 0 .2 .I . I  . I  .1 .1 0 

Tlmber 

Roads 
Rods Constructed 
Flrst Decade - Mlles I 1 I 1 1 2 0 0 1 1 1 2 1 I 0 

Total Road Mlles 
Needed by F l f t h  
Decade - Mlles 5 5 5 5 9 6  0 0 5 5 5 6 5 6 0 

W l l d l l f e  - T6E 
Grlzzly b a r  

Hab l t s t  &res 
( d o  act1"lty) 1.1 1.0 1.0 1.0 1.0 .6 2.3 2.3 .9 1.0 1.0 .5 1.0 .6 2.3 

U11d1 l t e  - Blg Gam 

Minerals & OII/Gat 
Very Hlgh/ 

S u m r  Range k r s s  1.0 1.0 1.0 1.0 1.0 1.1 0 0 0 0 0 1 .5  .9 1.0 0 

Hlgh Potentla1 - WT WPRIC/\BLE IN THIS 
kceaslb le  M k r e s  ROMLESS MEA 
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Rock Creek - XI693 S t a t e :  Montana 

Gross Acres: 400 Net Acres: 400 

I. D e s c r i p t i o n  

The Rock Creek r o a d l e s s  a r e a  is l o c a t e d  on t h e  s o u t h w e s t e r n  edge of t h e  
Cab ine t  Mountain ! J i l de rness ,  i n  t h e  Rock Creek d r a i n a g e ,  and i s  surrounded 
by t h e  C a b i n e t s  on Lhree s i d e s .  Access i s  p rov ided  v i a  S t a t e  Highway 200 
and t h e  Rock Creek Road. 

The a r e a  i s  p r i m a r i l y  s t e e p  lugged c l i f f s  w i t h  no p r o d u c t i v e  t i m b e r l a n d s .  

Tile r e p r e s e n t e d  ecosystems a r e  Doug las - f i r .  Cedar Hemlock, and Western 
Spruce  F i r  F o r e s t s .  

The Kock Creek d r a i n a g e  is a major  d e s t i n a t i o n  p o i n t  f o r  r e c r e a t i o n i s t s  
e n t e r i n g  t h e  Cab ine t  Elouiitains Wi lde rness .  Mountain g o a t s  a r e  a n o t h e r  
!inown a t t r a c t i o n  i n  th i s  3rea. 

11. C a p a b i l i t y  

A. 

B.  

C. 

D. 

N a t u r a l  I n t e g r i t y  and Appearance 

The n a t u r a l  i n t e g r i t y  i s  h i g h  w i t h  no manmade f e a t u r e s  t o  d e t r a c t  from 
t h e  a r e a ' s  n a t u r a l  appea rance .  

O p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  S o l i t u d e  

!\'hen t h e  a d j a c e n t  Rock Creek Road i s  c l o s e d ,  o p p o r t u n i t i c s  f o r  
s o l i t u d e  a r e  h igh .  O p p o r t u n i t i e s  a r e  less  s o  when t h e  road is open 
Cor mining a c c e s s  t o  t h e  a d j a c e n t  He ide lbe rg  Mine  l o c a t e d  on t h e  
e a s t e r n  edge of  t h i s  r o a d l e s s  a r e a .  

P r i m i t i v e  R e c r e a t i o n  O p p o r t u n i t i e s  

P r i m i t i v e  r e c r e a t i o n  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  i n c l u d e  h i k i n g ,  viewing and 
w i l d l i f e  o b s e r v a t i o n .  In f a c t ,  t h e  mountain g o a t  w i n t e r i n g  r ange  i s  
t h e  area's s p c c i a l  f e a t u r e .  

Manageab i l i t y  and Boundar i e s  

The Rock Creek rmidless  a r e a  was i d e n t i f i e d  i n  t h e  1963 r o a d l e s s  
i n v e n t o r y .  

The nonconforming uses t h a t  would c o n f l i c t  w i t h  a w i l d e r n e s s  
d e s i g n a t i o n  for t h e  a r e a  a r e  t h e  e x i s t i n g  o i l  & g a s  l e a s e s .  

The a r e a  i s  we l l -de f ined  by a p r i m i t i v e  road and t h e  e x i s t i n g  Cab ine t  
i,!ountains V i l d e r n c s s ,  riaking f o r  a n  e a s i l y  managed boundary. In 
a d d i t i m ,  t h e  r o a d l e s s  a r e a  enhances t h e  e x i s t i n g  w i l d e r n e s s  boundary 
by adding more deptlr. 



I I I .  A v a i l a b i l i t y  

A. S i g n i f i c a n t  Resource P o t e n t i a l s  
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Rock C r .  01x693 

1. 

2. 

3 .  

R e c r e a t i o n  

The a r e a  h a s  t h e  p o t e n t i a l  o f  p r o v i d i n g  abou t  200 !<VD's of  
w i l d e r n e s s  r e c r e a t i o n  t o  t h e  e x i s t i n g  u s e  i n  t h c  C a b i n e t s .  

Wild 1 i fe  

The a r e a  c o n t a i n s  g r i z z l y  b e a r  and mountain g o a t  h a b i t a t s  b u t  
t h e r e  i s  no  need f o r  enhancement. 

Minerals 

The m i n e r a l  p o t e n t i a l  is c o n s i d e r e d  h i g h  w h i l e  o i l  and gas 
p o t e n t i a l  i s  moderate .  

B. O t h e r  Resources  

1. F i s h e r i e s  

The re  a r e  no s i g n i f i c a n t  - i s h e r i e s  b u t  t r i b u t a r i e s  
( c u t t h r o a t  t r o u t )  p a s s  th rough  t h i s  a r e a .  

o Rock Creek 

2. Range 

There a r e  no l i v e s t o c k  g r a z i n g  a l l o t m e n t s  i n  t h e  a r e a  and 
l i v e s t o c k  p o t e n t i a l  i s  n i l .  

3. Timber 

There are no p r o d u c t i v e  t i m b e r l a n d s  i n  tt1i.s r o a d l e s s  a r e a .  

4. C u l t u r a l  Resource 

There i s  one h i s t o r i c  c u l t u r a l  s i t e  and no  i d e n t i f i e d  p r e h i s t o r i c  
s i t e s  i n  t h e  a r e a .  Based upon s u r v e y s  done i n  s i m i l a r  a r e a s ,  t h e  
p r o b a b i l i t y  o f  p r e h i s t o r i c  s i t e s  o c c u r r i n g  is  c o n s i d e r e d  low. 

5. Water 

T i t i s  a r e a  i n c l u d e s  s e v e r a l  s m a l l  i n t e r m i t t e n t  t r i b u t a r i e s  
d r a i n i n g  s o u t h  i n t o  Rock Creek. Mean a n n u a l  p r e c i p i t a t i o n  f o r  
t h e  area i s  abou t  48 i n c h e s ,  w i t h  abou t  20 i n c h e s  of  t h i s  showing 
up a s  r u n o f f .  

. 
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Tab le  1 

Gross  Acres 
Net Acres 

Acres 40 0 
Acres  400 

R e c r e a t i o n  
Semiprim. Nonmotor. RVDs 200 S i g n i f i c a n t  F i s h e r i e s  

Stream l l i l e s  1.1 i 1 e s 0 
Range Stream H a b i t a t  Acres  0 

S u i t a b l e  Acres Acres 0 Lakes No. 0 
AUNs AUMs 0 Lake I l a b i t a c  Acres 0 

Tiiiiber Water Development s 
T e n t a t i v e  S u i t a b l e  Acres 0 Ex i s  t ing  No. 0 
S tand ing  Volunie mu3 F 0 

Co K r i d  o r  s 
Existin: ,  h P o t e n t i a l  No. 

W i l d l i f e  - T&E 
G r i z z l y  Bear H a b i t a t  

S i t u a t i o n  1 Acres 
S i t u a t i o n  2 Acres 
S i t u a t i o n  3 Acres 

W i l d l i f e  - Big Game ( E i k ,  Deer, 
Goat) 

Summer Range T o t a l  Acres  
I J i n t e r  Range T o t a l  Acres 

S p e c i a l  Uses E x i s t i n g  No. 

Ex is t i n s  F a c i l i t i e s  No. 

0 

400 
0 
0 

400 
0 

0 

0 

M i n e r a l s  
Hardrock P o t e n t i a l  

Very High Acres  
High Acres 
Mod e r a  t e Acres 
Low Acres  

Mining Claiins No. 
O i l  & Gas P o t e n t i a l  

Very High Acres  
High Acres  
Mod e r a  t e Acres 
Low Acres 
Unknown Acres 

Lease  Appl i c a  t ions-No. 
E x i s t i n g  l e a s e s  - Acs. 

O i l  & Gas Leases  

100 
100 
200 

30 

0 
0 

400 
0 
0 

2 
160 

D. Management C o n s i d e r a t i o n s  

1 .  Land Use A u t h o r i z a t i o n s  

There a r e  no s p e c i a l  u s e s  and on ly  one o i l  & g a s  lease. 

2. F i r e  

The a r e a  h a s  had a l o w  f i r e  o c c u r r e n c e  h i s t o r y  i n  t h e  p a s t  (no 
f i r e s  i n  t h e  l a s t  10 y e a r s ) .  The c u r r e n t  f u e l s  s i t u a t i o n  is 
p r i m a r i l y  s p a r s e  undergrowth w i t h  a t h i n  l a y e r  of  ground f u e l s .  

3 .  I n s e c t  and Disease 

There a r e  no l odgepo le  p i n e  o r  s p r u c e  s t a n d s  s u s c e p t i b l e  t o  
i n s e c t  a t t a c k .  

4 .  Non-Federal Lands 

There a r e  no p r i v a t e  l a n d s  i n  t h e  d e f i n e d  a r e a .  
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A. P rox imi ty  t o  O t h e r  Wi lde rness  and t o  P o p u l a t i o n  C e n t e r s  

The a r e a  a b u t s  t h e  e x i s t i n g  Cab ine t  Mountains Wi lde rness .  Spokane, 
Washington (160 m i l e s )  and t l i s s o u i a ,  Ikmtana (200 m i l e s )  a r e  t i le 
n e a r e s t  l a s g e  p o p u l a t i o n  c e n t e r s .  

B. C o n t r i b u t i o n  t o  N a t i o n a l  Wi lde rness  P r e s e r v a t i o n  System 

T h i s  area i s  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  of  t h e  Cabinet-Yaak G r i z z l y  Bear Ecosystei , ,  
which is uncommon i n  t h e  e x i s t i n g  w i l d e r n e s s  system. 

C. P u b l i c  I n t e r e s t  

Rock Creek was n o t  i n v e n t o r i e d  d u r i n g  t h e  RARE 11 e f f o r t .  Concerns 
have b c e n  e x p r e s s e d  i n  p a s t  p l a n n i n g  e f f o r t s  f o r  m a i n t a i n i n g  t h e  
p r i m i t i v e  q u a l i t i e s  of the Rock Creek n r c a .  

V. A l t e r n a t i v e s  and Environmental  Consequences 

A. Management P r e s c r i p t i o n  Assignment by A l t e r n a t i v e  

t l u l t i p l e  u s e  management p r e s c r i p t i o n s  were grouped i n t o  c a t e g o r i e s  
(management emphases) which have s i m i l a r  impac t s  on t h e  w i l d e r n e s s  and 
r o a d l e s s  r e s o u r c e s .  The f o l l o w i n g  t a b l e  d i s p l a y s  how t h e  r o a d l e s s  
a r e a  a c r e a g e  was d e s i g n a t e d  i n  each  a l t e r n a t i v e .  In a d d i t i o n ,  t h e  
sunuary of  management emphasis  f u r t h e r  d e f i n e s  the r a t e  of  development  
t h a t  i s  expec ted  t o  o c c u r  i n  some a l t e r n a t i v e s  a s  wcii os  t h e  f u t u r e  
d i s p o s i t i o n  of  t h e  i n v e n t o r i e d  r o a d l e s s  a r e a .  

c 



Table 2. Managcant EDphll~ls by Altarnstlvt, for  hck&aeA Rwdltar k e a .  

ALTERlUTlVEZ (UAcreS) 

A B C D E F G H I J K  L U N O  - 
lfon.Jlld.arnss IRDadlelS) 

Recreatlm. Vlealng, 
MlnlmJn use Areas .4 .4 .4 .4 .4 ,4 0 0 .4 .4 .4 .4 .4 .4 .4 

Prl.ltl"s/Senlprl.ltl"e 

Nonlrlldermsr (Developed) 
T l h e r  Harvest Wlth 

W l l d l l f e  andlor 

Mlnlmum Use k e a s  due to 

Regeneratton 

VlmIlng uansg-"t. 

steep slopes or 

Prab1eU6 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0  

WlldemeSEs 
Ret-nded W 1  ldernesr 0 0 0 0 0 0 . 4 . 4  0 0 0 0 0 0 0 .......................................................................................................................... 

SUMT)~ of  h n a g e e n t  Erphsrlr: 

K0nrrlldenl.s~ 
Developed -Decade I: 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0  

Decade 5: 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0  
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1. D e s i g n a t i o n :  Wi lde rness  
Manag emen t Emp h a s  is : Wilde rness  

T h e  Rock Creek r o a d l e s s  a r e a  i s  recomaended f o r  w i l d e r n e s s  i n  i t s  
e n t i r e t y  i n  A l t e r n a t i v e s  G and H. No o t h e r  a l t e r n a t i v e  
recommends w i l d e r n e s s  f o r  tile a r e a  b e a c u s e  of  t i le h i g h  i a i o e r a l  
p o t e n t i a l .  There a r e  no  s p e c i f i c  g r o u n d - d i s t u r b i n g  managemcut 
a c t i v i t i e s  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t l i  w i l d e r n e s s  a r e a s  a l t h o u g h  the 
e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  t h e s e  a r e a s  may, i n  i t s e l f ,  have e f f e c t s  o n  
o t h e r  r e s o u r c e s  and u s e s .  

A w i l d e r n e s s  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  w i l l  p r e s e r v e  t h e  n a t u r a l n e s s  o f  t h e  
a r e a  and c o n t r i b u t e  t o  t h e  w i l d e r n e s s  q u a l i t i e s  i n  t h e  a d j a c e n t  
Cab ine t  Mountains l i i l d e r n e s s .  O p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  s o l i t u d e  w i l l  be 
p r o t e c t e d  and t h e  p r i m i t i v e  r e c r e a t i o n  e x p e r i e n c e s  a v a i l a b l e  i n  
t h e  a r e a  wil .1 be  m a i n t s i n e d .  

O p p o r t u n i t i e s  t o  enhance g r i z z l y  h a b i t a t  and tlie b i g  game suinmei 
range r ~ o u l d  be  f o r c g o n r  i n  this emphasis.  O n  t h e  oLlier hand, 
w i l d e r n e s s  would p r o v i d e  s e c u r i t y  f o r  g r i z z l i e s  and o t h e r  
w i l d l i f e  by l i m i t i n g  a c c e s s  i n t o  t h e  a r e a .  

T h e m  a r e  no s u i t a b l e  t i m b e r l a n d s  i n  t h e  a r e a .  

Wi lde rness  r e s t r i c t s  t h e  e s p l o r a t i o n  f o r ,  and removal o f ,  m i n e r a l  
K C S O U K C ~ S .  T h i s  i s  s i g n i f i c a n t  i r r  tile area because  a p o r t i o n  i s  
r a t e d  h i g h  i n  m i n e r a l  p o t e n t i a l .  Consi .derable  e x p l o r a t i o n  
a c t i v i t y  h a s  been  conduc ted  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  and o p e r a t i n g  p l a n a  
by ASARCO are b e i n g  deve loped ,  pending v a l i d a t i o n  of t h e i r  c l a i m s  
i n  tlie a r e a .  The e x i s t i n g  o i l  and gas l e a s e s  would b e  honored 
b u t  i f  no  d i s c o v e r i e s  were made by t h e  end of  t h e  l e a s e  p e r i o d  
t h e  l a n d  would b e  withdrawn from m i n e r a l  l e a s i n g .  However, tile 
o i l  and gas  p o t e n t i a l  i s  r a t e d  mods ra t e  and n o t  c o n s i d e r e d  
s i g n i f i c a n t  t o  t h e  area. l l i n e r s l  development i n  t h i s  r o a d l e s s  
a r e a  cou ld  n e g a t e  a w i l d e r n e s s  d e s i g n a t i o n .  

A c t i v i t i e s  pernii.ssab1c i n  w i l d e r n e s s ,  when a u t i i o r i t e d  by tlle 1964 
Wi lde rness  Act O K  w i l d e r n e s s  managenlent p l a n s ,  c a n  c o s t  more than 
a c t i v i t i e s  i n  a r e a s  w i t h o u t  tlie r e s t r i c t i o n s .  R e s t r i c t i o n s  app ly  
p r i m a r i l y  to mode of  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n ,  u s e  o f  cha insaws  i i i  tiie 
w i i d e r n e s s ,  and KemOVing s i g n s  of t h e  i n t r u s i o n  a f t e r  p r o j e c t  
comple t ion .  When pe r i i i i t t ed ,  a c t i v i t i e s  such a s  m i n e r a l  
e x p l o r a t i o n ,  d i s e a s e  and p e s t  c o n t r o l ,  and f i r e  s u p p r e s s i o n ,  
would be  conduc ted  w h i l e  p r o t e c t i n g  t h e  w i l d e r n e s s  v a l u e s  w h i c h ,  
i n  t u r n ,  r e q u i r e s  more t ime,  a d h e r e n c e  t o  more s t r i n g e n t  
r e q u i r e m e n t s ,  and more money b e i n g  s p e n t .  

S o c i ~ a l  and econon ic  e f f e c t s  would c e n t e r  around t h e  r e s o u r c e  
v a l u e s  of  r e c r e a t i o n ,  w i l d l i f e ,  and w i l d e r n e s s .  S e m i p r i m i t i v e  
r e c r e a t i o n  a c t i v i t i e s  such as h u n t i n g  i n  a r o a d l e s s  s e t t i n s ,  
would c o n t i n u e .  Those p u b l i c s  v a l u i n g  w i l d e r n e s s  would be  
suppor t ed  by t h i ~ s  management emphasis .  
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2 .  D e s i g n a t i o n :  Nonwilderness (Road less) 
Management Emphasis: S e m i p r i m i t i v e  Nonmotorized R e c r e a t i o n  

A l l  a l t e r n a t i v e s ,  e x c e p t  G and 11, d e s i g n a t e  t l ie a r e a  t o  t h i s  
management emphasis.  There a r e  few, i f  any,  g r o u n d - d i s t u r b i n g  
inanagemen t ac  t i v i  t ies  spec i f  i c a l l y  a s s o c  i a  red w i t h  road less  
management. A c t i v i t i e s  a r e  a s s o c i a t e d  p r i m a r i l y  w i t h  d i s p e r s e d  
r e c r e a t i o n  i n c l u d i n g  h u n t i n g  and f i s h i n g .  

The r o a d i e s s  c h a r a c t e r  of the a r e a  w i l l  b e  inni.ntained i n  t h i s  
cnphasis :  P r i m i t i v e  r e c r e a t i o n  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  w i l l  b e  m a i n t a i n e d ;  
s o l i t u d e  will be p r o v i d e d ;  g r i z z l y  h a b i t a t  w i l l  b e  p r o t e c t e d ;  and 
s c c u r i t y  f o r  b i g  game w i l l  be  p rov ided .  

r :  u;Icp. w i l d e r n e s s ,  r o a d l e s s  d e s i g n a t  i o n s  r e q u i r e  s t i f f e r  
r e q u i r e ~ n e n t s  f o r  conduc t ing  a c t i v i t i e s ,  r e q u i r e m e n t s  t h a t  a r e  
des igned  t o  p r o t e c t  t h e  q u a l i t i e s  i n h e r e n t  i n  a r o a d l e s s  
a l l o c a t i o n .  R e s t r i c t i o n s  on a c c e s s  and niode o f  t r a v e l  a r e  major  
l i m i t a t i o n s  f o r  conduc t ing  a c t i v i t i e s ,  o f t e n  niakin:, t h e  a c t i v i t y  
more expens ive  t o  accoiiiplish. Such a c t i v i t i e s  c a n  i n c l u d e  
w i l d l i f e  and f i s h  h a b i t a t  iniproveinents, m i n e r a l ,  o i l  and g a s  
exploration/deveiopinent,  i n s e c t  and d i s e a s e  c o n t r o l ,  and w i l d f i r e  
s u p p r e s s i o n .  Xi.riera1 development i n  t h i s  r o a d l e s s  a r e a  cou ld  
n e g a t e  a r o a d l e s s  or nonwi lde rness  d e s i g n a t i o n .  

The s o c i a l  and econoixic e f f e c t s  a r e  p r i n i a r i l y  t h e  b e n e f i t s  of  
semipriini  t i v e  r e c r e a t i o n  o p p p o r t u n i t  ies.  
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DECME 

Rec. Wlidernesr M k r e s  

Roadless HAcres 
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Prim./semiprln.mms 

smiprin. m t o r . n m 5  

Timber 
Suitable lucre* 
V0I"nle ( W I  1 

3 
5 

Hawest Acres - k r e s  1 
3 
5 

Roads 
Roads Ccnstrvcted 
First 01y;ade - Miles 
Total Road Mlles 
Needed by F i f t h  
Decade - Miles 

W l l d l i f e  - ThE 
Grizzly b a r  

Habitat  M k r s s  
( d o  a c t i v i t y )  

W i l d l i f e  - B l g  G- 
S u m r  Range M k m s  

l l n t e r  Range &res 

Hardrock-Very Htgh/ 
Minerals 

High FWentlal  
kEces51biilty lucras 

Hlgh Potential 
k c e s s l b i l l t y  MAcres 

O i l  h Gas-Very High/ 

2 2 2 2  2 2 2 2 2 2  2 2  2 2 2 

0 0 0 0  0 0 0 0 0 0  0 0 0  0 0 

0 0 0 0  0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
0 0 0 0  0 0 0 0 0 0  0 0 0  0 0 
0 0 0 0  0 0 0 0 0 0  0 0 0  0 0 
0 0 0 0  0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

0 0 0 0  0 0 0 0 0 0  0 0 0  0 0 
0 0 0 0 0  0 0 0 0 0  0 0 0  0 0 
0 0 0 0  0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0  0 0 

0 0 0 0  0 0 0 0 0  0 0 0  0 0 0 

0 0 0 0  0 0 0 0 0 0  0 0 0  0 0 

.4 .4 .4 .4 .b .4 .4 .4 .4 .4 .4 .4 .4 .4 

0 0 0 0  0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0  0 0 0 0  

0 0 0 0  0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

HOT APRICAELE IN THIS 
ROWLESS M E A  

, 
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Roderick - 01684 S t a t e :  Montana 

Gross Acres: 24,800 Net Acres: 24,800 

I. D e s c r i p t i o n  

C-115 

. 

The a r e a  i s  l o c a t e d  i n  t h e  n o r t h w e s t e r n  c o r n e r  of t h e  F o r e s t ,  l y i n g  rough ly  
between t h e  Yaak River  on t h e  wes t  t o  t h e  P i p e  Creek Div ide  t o  t h e  e a s t .  
Access t o  t h e  a r e a  is p rov ided  v i a  t h e  Yaak R i v e r  and P i p e  Creek Roads. 

The  a r e a  i s  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  a s  having moderate  t o  s t e e p  s l o p e s ,  g e n e r a l l y  
r o r e s t e d ,  dominated by Roderick I4ountain (6,600 f e e t )  and t h e  Independence 
Mountain (4 ,900  f e e t )  r i d g e l i n e  on t h e  n o r t h e r n  edge. Also c o n t a i n e d  
w i t h i n  the r o a d l e s s  a r e a  are nunierous low-e leva t ion  s t reambottoms.  
Independence, F l a t t a i l ,  and ::orth Fork Seven teen  N i l e  Creeks, Crum Gulch 
and s e v e r a l  o t h e r  unnamed f i r s t  o r d e r  t r i b u t a r i e s  t o  Seven teen  Mile a r e  a l l  
i nc luded .  

Timber h a r v e s t  a c t i v i t i e s  such a s  roads  and c l e a r c u t s  and i n h a b i t e d  p r i v a t e  
l a n d s  c o m p l e t e l y  surround the a r e a .  

Represented ecosystems i n c l u d e  Douglas F i r  F o r e s t  and Cedar Hemlock P i n e  
F o r e s t .  

The g r i z z l y  b e a r  p o p u l a t i o n  and b i g  game h e r d s ,  a s  well a s  t h e  r i d g e t o p  
h i k i n g  o p p o r t u n i t i e s ,  are t h e  a r e a ' s  p r imary  a t t r a c t i o n s .  

C u r r e n t  u se  i s  c o n s i d e r e d  l i g h t  (4,000 RVD's) and c o n s i s t s  p r i m a r i l y  of  
h u n t i n g  i n  the f a l l .  

11. C a p a b i l i t y  

A. 

B. 

C .  

D. 

N a t u r a l  I n t e g r i t y  and Appearance 

The n a t u r a l  i n t e g r i t y  i s  high.  There a r e  a ierr c ; i l e s  of t r a i l s  and 
t h e  remains of two l o o k o u t s  b u t ,  owing t o  t h e  l a r g e  a r e a ,  t h e s e  
manmade f e a t u r e s  d o  n o t  d e t r a c t  from t h e  n a t u r a l  appea rance .  

O p p o r t u n i t i e s  for S o l i t u d e  

O p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  s o l i t u d e  a r e  h i g h  and numerous, a g a i n  because  of  the 
a r e a ' s  l a r g e  s i z e .  O p p o r t u n i t i e s  a r e  e s p e c i a l l y  good a long  t h e  North 
Fork of  Seven teen  Mi le ,  F l a t t a i . 1 ,  Papoose,  and Idependence Creeks.  

P r i m i t i v e  R e c r e a t i o n  O p p o r t u n i t i e s  

P r i m i t i v e  r c c r e a t i o n  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  a r e  numerous and i i ic lude h u n t i n s ,  
h i k i n g ,  b i z  game o b s e r v a t i o n ,  n o n t e c l m i c a l  mountain c l imbing , 
c r o s s c o u n t r y  t i - a v e l ,  and f i s h i n g .  C r o s s c o u n t r y  h i k i n g  a c r o s s  a l a r g e  
a r e a  i s  t h e  most c h a l l e n g i n g  e x p e r i e n c e  t h e  a r e a  o f f e r s .  

O the r  F e a t u r e s  

Among t h e  area's s p e c i a l  f e a t u r e s  a r e  t h e  moose w i n t e r  r ange  o n  t h e  
s o u t h  f a c e  o f  Seven teen  Mile and t h e  long.  s t r a i g h t  f a u l t - a s s o c i a t c d  
F l a t t a i l  Creek. 
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The Roderick r o a d l e s s  a r e a  was i d e n t i f i e d  i n  t h e  TAKE I1 i n v e n t o r y .  
The recommendation a t  c h a t  time was nonwi lde rness  w i t h  most of t h e  
a r e a  g o i n g  t o  developniental  u s e s .  A d d i t i o n a l  a c r e a b e  was i d e n t i i i c d  
i.n t h e  1983 i n v e n t o r y  wnich g r e a t l y  i n c r e a s e d  t h e  a r e a ' s  ~ o a d l e s s  
capac i t y  . 

Gross  Net 
Brres A.ues 

1600 1600 PARE I1 i n v e n t o r y  

+20300 +20300 Area rmia in i t i g  r o a d l e s s  d t c r  
RARE I and n o t  developed i n  
t h e  i n t e r i m  

+2900 +2 900 A d d i t i o n a l  a c r e s  i d e n t i f i e d  
t h a t  meet r o a d i e s s  c r i t e r i 3  

24800 24800 1983 r o a d l e s s  i n v e n t o r y  

The nonconforming u s e s  t h a t  would c o n f l i c t  w i t h  a w i l d e r n e s s  
c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  f o r  t h e  a r e a  a r e  t h e  remains of  two l o o k o u t s  and 
e x i s t i n g  o i l  & z a s  l e a s e s .  

O v e r a l l ,  t h e  r o a d l e s s  boundary is w e l l - s i t u a t e d  a l o n g  t o p o g r a p h i c  
f e a t u r e s  making f o r  a n  e a s i l y  managed boundary. There a r e  a few 
p l a c e s ,  such a s  a r e a s  n o r t h  of Skookuni Edountai.n, where t h e  boundary 
was formed t o  avo id  c l e a r c u t s  and o t h e r  developments .  The a r e a ' s  
l a r g e  s i z e  o f f e r s  oppor tun i t i e s  t o  make a d j u s t m e n t s  t o  t h e  boundary 
w i t h o u t  d e t r a c t i n g  from t h e  o v e r a l l  w i l d e r n e s s  q u a l i t y .  

111. A v a i l a b i l i t y  

A. S i g n i f i c a n t  Resource P o t e n t i a l  

1. R e c r e a t i o n  

Tile z r e a  has t h e  p o t e n t i a l  t o  p r o v i d e  7,600 RVD's of  w i l d e r n e s s  
r e c r e a t i o n  p e r  y e a r .  C u r r e n t  u s 2  i s  e s t i m a t e d  a t  4,000 RVD's p e r  
y e a r .  

2 .  W i l d l i f e  and F i s h  

Roderick c o n t a i n s  some o f  t h e  b e s t  g r i z z l y  b e a r  h a b i t a t  i n  the 
Yaak. Big game w i n t e r  r ange  a l s o  e x i . s t s .  s u p p o r t i n g  moose and 
w h i t e t a i l  d e e r .  Burning o p p o r t u n i t i e s  i n  w i n t e r  r ange  a long  t h e  
s o u t h  a s p e c t s  o f  t h e  a r e a  a r e  c o n s i d e r e d  d e s i r e a b l e  f o  enhance 
tiiis w i l d l i f e  h a b i t a t .  

T h i s  a r e a  i n c i u d e s  t i - i b u t a r i e s  t o  Seven teen  Mile Creek and t l i i :  

Yaak R ive r .  Aithough n o t  documented, i t  i s  assumed some o f  th? 
l a r g e r  s t r e a m s  s u p p o r t  r e s i d e n t  p o p u l a t i o n s  of  t r o u t  and p o s s i b l e  
spacn ing  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  t h e  downstream f i s h e r i e s .  
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3 .  Timber 

There a r e  approx ima te ly  21.200 a c r e s  of t e n t a t i v e l y  s u i t a b l e  
t imber l and  which i s  c a p a b l e  of  p roduc ing  more t h a n  20 c u b i c  f e e t  
p e r  a c r e  p e r  y e a r  of  t imber  growth. Approximately 50% of t h i s  
t imber l and  i s  l o c a t e d  on s l o p e s  g r e a t e r  t h a n  5 5 % .  Road 
c o n s t r u c t i o n  would b e  d i f f i c u l t  and c o s t l y  and logg ing  would 
r e q u i r e  t h e  use of c a b l e  o r  h e l i c o p t e r  y a r d i n g  methods. T h e  
rer.iai.nder of  t h e  a r e a  has s l o p e s  r ang ing  froci 20 t o  55% where 
road c o n s t r u c t i o n  would be  less  d i f f i c u l t  and c o s t l y .  

B. Other Resources  

1. Range 

There a r e  no l i v e s t o c k  g r a z i n g  a l l o t m e n t s  i n  t h e  a r e a  and g r a z i n g  
p o t e n t i a l  i s  c o n s i d e $  a l l  t r a n s i t o r y .  

2 .  M i n e r a l s  

The m i n e r a l  p o t e n t i a l  i s  low and t h e  o i l  and g a s  p o t e n t i a l  i s  
c o n s i d e r e d  moderate  . 

3 .  C u l t u r a l  Resources  

There a r e  s i x  h i s t o r i c  c u l t u r a l  s i t e s  b u t  no p r e h i s t o r i c  s i t e s  
i d e n t i f i e d  i n  t h e  a r e a .  Based on s u r v e y s  i n  s i m i l a r  a r e a s ,  t h e  
p r o b a b i l i t y  o f  p r e h i s t o r i c  s i t e s  o c c u r r i n g  i s  c o n s i d e r e d  low. 

4.  Water 

Piean annua l  p r e c i p i t a t i o n  Eor the a r e a  a v e r a g e s  abou t  50 i n c h e s ,  
b u t  t h i s  v a r i e s  froKi 25 t o  SO i n c h e s  depending on e l e v a t i o n .  
Streams i n  t h i s  a r e a  u s u a l l y  peak between mid-Elay t o  June. \,later 
q u a l i t y  remains h i g h  year-round. 
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Tab le  1 

t Catp-Unit 

Gross  Acres  
Net Acres  

Acres 24800 
Acres 24800 

Eec rea t  i o n  
Semiprim. Nonmotor. RVDs 4000 

ita ng e 
S u i t a b l e  k r e s  Acres  0 
AUbls AUMs 0 

Timber 
T e n t a t i v e  S u i t a b l e  Acres 21200 
S t a n d i n g  Volunie NlMF 133 

C o r r i d o r s  
E x i s t i n g  E P o t e n t i a l  No. 0 

W i l d l i f e  - T&E 
G r i z z l y  Bear H a b i t a t  

S i t u a t i o n  1 Acres  24800 
S i t u a t i o n  2 Acres 0 
S i t u a t i o n  3 &res 0 

Wi.l.dlife - Big Game ( E l k ,  Dee r ,  
Goat ) 

Summer Range T o t a l  Acres  17800 
W i n t e r  Range T o t a l  Acres  6000 

S p e c i a l  Uses E x i s t i n g  No. 0 

E x i s t i n g  F a c i l i t i e s  No. 0 

S i g n i f i c a n t  F i s h e r i e s  
Streai , ,  Ni le s  Miles 

Lakes No. 
Lake H a b i t a t  Acres 

Stream llab i t  a t AC KCfS 

I J a t e r  Deve lopnien t s 
E x i s t i n g  No. 

Minera I s  
Hardrock P o t e n t i a  1 

Very liigli Acres 
IIigh Acres 
?Lod e r a  t E Acres 
Low Acres  

Mining C ].aims No. 
O i l  Cr Gas P o t e n t i a l  

Very lligh Acres  
9 i z h  Acres  
Mod e r a  t e Acres 
Low Acres  
Unknown Acres  

Oi .1  i. Gas L e a s e s  
Leases  No. 8 
Lessed  Acres Acres 19700 

D. Management C o n s i d e r a t i o n s  

1 .  Land Use A u t h o r i z a t i o n s  

There a r e  no s p e c i a l  u s e s  b u t  o i l  L [;as l e a s e s  e x i s t .  

2.  F i r e  

Tne a r e a  h a s  had a low f i r e  occurl-ence ( 4  f i r e s  i n  t h e  l a s t  10 
y e a r s ) .  The f u e l s  s i t u a t i o n  is a combina t ion  of  d e n s e  c o n i f e r  
s t a n d s  i n  t h e  d r a i n a z e  bot toms and open s t a n d s  on t h e  r i d g e s  and 
h a r s h e r  s o u t h - f a c i n g  a s p e c t s .  Ground f u e l s  v a r y  from downed, 
woody m a t e r i a l  i n  t h e  d e n s e  c o n i f e r  s t a n d s  t o  g r a s s e s  and f o r b s  
i n  t h e  open s t a n d s .  

3 .  I n s e c t  and Disease 

The area d o e s  c o n t a i n  some h i g h  r i s k  l o d g e p o l e  p i n e  s t a n d s  and 
some i n s e c t  and d i s e a s e  a c t i v i t y  i s  o c c u r r i n g  i n  t h e  west q u a r t e r  
o i  t h e  a r e a .  The remaining a r e a  has  minimal Mountain P i n e  Beetle 
a c t i v i t y  a t  c h i s  t i m e .  
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4. Non-Federal Lands 

There a r e  no p r i v a t e  l ands .  

V. Need 

A. P rox imi ty  t o  Othe r  Wi lde rness  and t o  P o p u l a t i o n  C e n t e r s  

The a r e a  i s  l o c a t e d  abou t  20 miles n o r t h  of  t h e  Cab ine t  Mountains 
Wi lde rness .  Spokane, t!ashington (170 m i l e s )  and Missou la ,  Montana 
(220 miles) a r e  the n e a r e s t  l a r g e  p o p u l a t i o n  c e n t e r s .  

C o n t r i b u t i o n  t o  N a t i o n a l  Wi lde rness  P r e s e r v a t i o n  System 

T h i s  a r e a  i s  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  of  t h e  Cabinet-Yaak G r i z z l y  Bear Ecosystem 
which i s  uncoumon i n  t h e  e x i s t i n g  w i l d e r n e s s  system. 

B. 

B. P u b l i c  I n t e r e s t  

During t h e  RARE I and I 1  p r o c e s s e s ,  p u b l i c  i n p u t  r e v e a l e d  d i v i d e d  
o p i n i o n s  about  t h e  a r e a .  Over 1,100 peop le  commented on t h e  a r e a  i n  
KARL 11, most of  whom (84%)  ivere opposed t o  3 w i l d e r n e s s  
c l a s s i f i c a t i o n .  MlR I1 recommended non-wilderness .  The Montana 
Wi lde rness  A s s o c i a t i o n ' s  A l t e r n a t i v e  "bl" recommended t h a t  t h e  a r e a  be  
p l a c e d  i n  a f u r t h e r  p l a n n i n g  c a t e g o r y .  During t h e  U n i t  P l ann ing  
p r o c e s s ,  l i t t l e  s u p p o r t  f o r  w i l d e r n e s s  was e x p r e s s e d  and no r e c e n t  
e x p r e s s i o n s  nave been made. 

V. A l t e r n a t i v e s  and Environmental  Consequences 

A. Management P r e s c r i p t i o n  Assignment by A l t e r n a t i v e  

E lu i t i p l e  use aiaiiajement p r e s c r i p t i o n s  were grouped i n t o  c a t e g o r i e s  
(management emphases) which have s imi l a r  impacts  on t h e  w i l d e r n e s s  arid 
r o a d l e s s  r e s o u r c e s .  The fo l lowing  t a b l e  d i s p l a y s  how t h e  r o a d l e s s  
a r e a  a c r e a g e  was d e s i g n a t e d  i n  e a c h  a l t e r n a t i v e .  In a d d i t i o n ,  t h e  
sumnary of managenent emphasis f u r t h c r  d e f i n e s  t h e  ra te  o f  development 
t h a t  i s  expec ted  t o  occur  i n  some a l t e r n a t i v e s  as well a s  t h e  f u t u r e  
d i s p o s i t i o n  of t h e  i n v e n t o r i e d  r o a d l e s s  a r e a .  



T e l e  2. Manag-nt Empharls by Al ternat lvs for  &&ckk Roedless k e a .  

MTERNATlVES (M Acres) 

A B C O E F G H I J K  L H N O  - 
mnalldvrmss ( R O ~ ~ I S S S )  

Prlmltl"e/SBnlprl.ltl"e 
Recmatlon, Vlerlng. 
Hlnlrmn Use Areas 5.7 5.2 5.2 5.7 3.0 6.6 0 0 6.9 10.7 10.7 4.7 5.4 5.5 24.0 

Nonrlldornass (%=a Dnslopcsnt) 
019 Gam Wlnter Range 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 7.5 11.0 11.0 0 0 0 0 

Hanrrllderness (Dsveloped) 
Tlrnber Harvest WIth 

W l l d l l f e  andlor 
Vletl lng Management, 
Hlnlmum Use Areas due t o  

Regeneratlon 
Prob 1 ems 19.1 19.4 19.4 19.1 2.1 10.2 0 0 10.4 3.1 3.1 20.1 19.4 19.3 0 

steep slopes or 

W l  I d e r m s  
Reccrnnanded Wllderness 0 0 0 0 19.7 0 24.0 24.0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 .......................................................................................................................... 

Surrsry of Managrant Elphasls: 

nwl~lldorwss 
Developed - Decade 1: 0 0 0 . 5  0 1 . 4  0 0 0 0 0 . 7  0 0 0 

Decade 5: 19.1 19.4 19.4 19.1 2.1 10.2 0 0 10.4 14.1 14.1 20.1 19.4 19.3 0 

Roadless - Decade 1: 24.0 24.0 24.0 24.3 5.1 23.4 0 0 24.0 24.0 24.0 24.1 24.0 24.0 24.8 
Decade 5: 5.7 5.2 5.2 5.7 3.0 6.6 0 0 6.9 10.7 10.7 4.7 5.4 5.5 24.0 

R e c w n d e d  Wlldemesr 0 0 0 0 19.7 0 24.0 24.0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Total Acres- Roderick 24.8 24.0 24.0 24.0 24.0 24.0 24.0 24.0 24.0 24.0 24.0 24.8 24.8 24.8 24.0 n 
I 
c-l 
N 
0 



8. Impacts  

1. D e s i g n a t i o n :  Wi lde rness  
Manag enien t Emphasis : Wilde rness  
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. 

The Roderick r o a d l e s s  a r e a  i s  recominended f o r  w i l d e r n e s s  i n  i t s  
e n t i r e t y  i n  A l t e r n a t i v e s  G and H ,  w h i l e  A l t e r n a t i v e  E reconloends 
t h a t  792 of t h e  a r e a  (19,700 a c r e s )  b e  wilderness.  There a r e  no 
spec i f  i c  ground - d i s  t u r b  ing  management a c t i v i t i e s  a s s o c  i a  t ed  w i t h  
w i l d e r n e s s  a r e a s  a l t h o u g h  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of t h e s e  a r e a s  may, 
i n  i t s e l f ,  have e f f e c t s  on o t h e r  r e s o u r c e s  and u s e s .  

A w i l d e r n e s s  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  would p r e s e r v e  t h e  n a t u r a l n e s s  o f  t h e  
a r e a  and m a i n t a i n  tlre o p p o r t u i 1 i t i . e ~  f o r  s o l i t u d e  along t h e  North 
Fork  of Seven teen  H i l e ,  F l a t t a i l ,  Papoose,  and Independence 
Creeks.  The p r i m i t i v e  r e c r e a t i o n  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  would a l s o  be  
ma in ta ined .  

There a re  21 ,200  a c r e s  of s u i t a b l e  t imber l and  l o c a t e d  i n  t h e  
zrea.  Tlie f o l l o w i n g  c h a r t  d i s p l a y s  t h e  a c r e s  of  s u i t a b l e  
t imber l and  l o c a t e d  i n  w i l d e r n e s s ,  i n  each a l t e r n a t i v e .  

Acres of S u i t a b l e  Timberland i n  Wi lde rness  
(M Acres) 

-A B C D E F G H I J K L M N 0 

0 0  0 0 18.6 0 21.2 21.2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0  

O p p o r t u n i t i e s  t o  manage t h e  t imber  r e s o u r c e  would b e  fo regone  
c o m p l e t e l y  in A l t e r n a t i v e s  G and H and t o  a l a r g e  e x t e n t  i n  
A l t e r n a t i v e  E. 

G r i z z l y  b e a r  h a b i t a t  ( S i t u a t i o n  1 - c r i t i c a l  t o  t h e  r ecove ry  of 
t h e  speci.es) c o v e r s  t h e  e n t i r e  r o a d l e s s  a r e a .  Wi lde rness  
manage;iirnt woul~l  p r o v i d e  s e c u r i t y  t o  the b e a r  by p r o h i b i t i n g  
r o a d i n $ ,  t l icreby r educ ing  i n c r e a s e s  i n  human a c t i v i t y .  tlowever, 
o p p o r t u n i t i e s  t o  i n c r e a s e  f o r a g e  rtir0ug.n bu rn ing  and t imber  
h a r v e s t  would n o t  O C C U K .  

Iiiiproverient of t h e  big-game w i n t e r  r ange  by bu rn ing  would n o t  be 
allowed under  a w i l d e r n e s s  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n .  Also, t h e  management 
of t h e  big-game suinnier range th rough  t i~mber  h a r v e s t  would n o t  
occur .  Idi l d e r n e s s  would, however, p r o v i d e  s e c u r i t y  f o r  b i g  game 
by l i m i t i n g  a c c e s s  i n t o  t h e  a r e a .  

I \ ' i l dc rncss  w i l l  r e s t r i c t  t h e  e x p l o r a t i o n  f o r ,  and removal o f ,  
m i n e r a l  r e s o u r c e s .  Under t h e  b!ilderness Act ,  the land would be  
withdrawn itoru lliinei-a1 e n t r y  f o r  mining si.nce no v a l i d  mining 
c l a i m s  e x i s t .  The e x i s t i n g  o i l  and g a s  l e a s e s  would be honored,  
however. T h i s  r e s t r i c t i o n  i s  n o t  c o n s i d e r e d  s i g n i f i c a n t  i.n t h a t  
t h e  minci-a1 p o t e n t i a l  i s  low and t h e  o i l  and g a s  p o t e r i t i a l  i s  
moderare.  I f  t h e r e  i s  no d i s c o v e r y  when ii l e a s e  e l ; p i ~ e s ,  t h e n  
t h e  h i d  will b e  withdrawn from m i n e r a l  l e a s i n g .  



c-122 
Roderick 01684 

Acc l iv i t i e s  pe r in i s sab le  i n  wi . lderness .  when a u t h o r i z e d  by  t h e  1964 
I:'il.derness Act o r  w i l d e r n e s s  nianagement p l a n s ,  c a n  c o s t  more than 
a c t i v i t i e s  i n  a r e a s  w i t h o u t  t h e  r e s t r i c t i o n s .  R e s t r i c t i o n s  a p p l y  
p r i i n a r i l y  t o  mode of t r a n s p o r t a t i o n ,  u s e  o f  c i ia insaws in the 
w i l d e n e s s ,  and removing s i g n s  of  t h e  i n t r u s i o n  a f t e r  p r o j e c t  
coit ipietion. !Illen p e r m i t t e d ,  a c t i v i t i e s  such as  m i n e r a l  e s p l o r s t i o n ,  
d i s e a s e  and p e s t  c o n t r o l ,  and f i r e  s u p p r e s s i o n ,  G J O U ~ ~  be  conducted 
w h i l e  p r o t e c t i n g  the w i l d e r n e s s  v a l u e s  which, i n  t u r n ,  I .equires more 
time, a d h e r e n c e  t o  more s t r i n g e n t  r e q u i r e m e n t s ,  and  sore money u e i n ~  
s p e n t .  

S o c i a l  and economic e f f e c t s  would c c n c e r  around t h e  r e s o u r c e  v a l u e s  of 
r e c r e a t i o n ,  w i l d 1  i f e ,  wi l d e r n e s s ,  and  t i idler .  Sei;iipt-imi t i v e  
r e c r e z t i o n  a c t i v i t i e s  such a s  h u n t i n g  i n  3 r o a d i e s s  s e t t i n & ,  would 
c o n t i n u e .  Tiiiiberland would n o t  be  a v a i l a b l e  . i n  A l t c r n a t i v e s  G and H ,  
t h u s  n o t  suppoi-tiiig t h e  wood p r o d u c t s  i n d u s t r y .  Those p u b l i c s  va iu i i i c  
w i l d e r n e s s  wouid b e  suppor t ed  by t h i s  manageaincnt e ixpi ianis .  

2 .  D e s i g n a t i o n :  Nonwilderness  (Road les s )  
Management Emphases: P r i m i t i v e  R e c r e a t i o n ,  S e m i p r i m i t i v e  

Nonmotorized R e c r e a t i o n ,  Viewing. and Limited 
Use Areas  

Each a l t c r n a t i . v e ,  e x c e p t  A l t e r n a t i v e s  G and il, d e s i g n a t e  a p o r t i o n  of  
t h e  a r e a  t o  t h e s e  emphases. The f o l l o w i n g  c h a r t  d i s p l a y s  t h e  p e r c e n t  
of t h e  a r e a  d e s i g n a t e d  t o  r o a d l e s s  managenlent, by a l t e r n a t i v e .  

P e r c e n t  Des igna ted  t o  Road les s  Management 
By A l t e r n a t i v e  

A B C D E F G H I J K L M N 0 

23 21 21 23 1 2  26 0 0 27 43 43 1 9  21 22  100 

i 

There  a r e  i c w ,  it any ,  g r o u n d - d i s t u r b i n g  manageixnt a c t i v i t i e s  
spec i f  ica1l.y a s s o c  i a t e d  w i t h  road l e s s n e s s .  
p r i m a r i l y  w i t h  d i s p e r s e d  r e c r e a t i o n  i n c l u d i n g  h u n t i n g  znd f i s h i n g .  

The r o a d l e s s  c h a r a c t e r  w i t h i n  t h e s e  emphases w i l l  be ina in t a ined  3s 
wel l  a s  s e m i p r i m i t i v e  r e c r e a t i o n  o p p o r t u n i t i e s .  Old growth t i m b e r  
h a b i t a t  w i l l  a l s o  be  m a i n t a i n e d  and g r i z z l y  h a b i t a t  will be  
p r o t e c t e d .  S e c u r i t y  f o r  b i g  giime wili be  m a i n t a i n e d .  

L ike  w i l d e r n e s s ,  r o a d l e s s  d e s i g n a t i o n s  r e q u i r e  s t i f f e r  r e q u i r e m e n t s  
f o r  c o n d u c t i n g  a c t i v i t i e s ,  r e q u i r e m e n t s  t h a t  a r e  d e s i g n e d  t o  p r o t e c t  
t h c  q u a l i t i e s  i n h e r e n t  i n  a r o a d l e s s  a l l o c a t i o n .  R e s t r i c t i o n s  011 

a c c e s s  and mode o f  t r a v e l  are iliajor l i m i t a t i o n s  f o r  conciucting 
a c t i v i t i e s ,  o f t e n  making t h e  a c t i v i t y  more e x p e n s i v e  t o  accowplis i i .  
Such a c t i v i t i e s  c a n  i n c l u d e  w i l d l i f e  and f j . s h  h a b i t a t  improvecients, 
m i n e r a l ,  o i l  and gas  exploracion/development, i n s e c t  2nd d i s e a s e  
c o n t r o l ,  and w i l d f i r e  s u p p r e s s i o n .  

The s o c i a l  arid economic e f f e c t s  a re  p r i m a r i l y  t h e  b e n e f i t s  of 
s e m i p r i m i t i v e  r e c r e a t i o n  o p p o r t u n i t i e s .  
f o r  h a r v e s t  i o  t h i s  emphasis .  

A c t i v i t i e s  a re  a s s o c i a t e d  

Timber would n o t  be a v a i l a u l ?  
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3 .  Des igna t ion :  Nonwilderness  (Some Development) 

Management Emphasis: Big Game Winter Range 

A l t e r n a t i v e s  I, J ,  and K d e s i g n a t e  from 7 , 5 0 0  a c r e s  t o  11,000 
a c r e s ,  depending on t h e  Z l t e r n a t i v e ,  t o  t h i s  management 
emphasis .  T n i s  emphasis i s  l o c a t e d  p r i m a r i l y  aiorlg t h e  s o u t h  
facini :  s l o p e  of  Seventeen Nile Creek. The i n t e n t  i s  t o  manage 
w i n t e r  r ange  h a b i t a t  f o r  t h e  b e n e f i t  of  e l k ,  d e e r ,  and moose. 
P r e s c r i b e d  burni.ng i s  t h e  p r imary  management a c t i v i t y .  

The impact on t h e  w i l d e r n e s s  md. r o a d l e s s  c h a r a c t e r  caused b y  
tliis emphasis i s  s h o r t - t e r m  i n  n a t u r e .  The n a t u r a l n e s s  of the 
a r e a  would be  a l t e r e d  s h o r t l y  a f t e r  bu rn ing  b u t  v e g e t a t i v e  
r ecove ry  would malie t h i s  a c t i v i t y  l e s s  a p p a r e n t  l a t e r  on. 

Impacts  on t h e  t i n b e r  and m i n e r a l  r e s o u r c e s  would be 
i n s i g n i f i c a n t  i n  t h i s  emphasis.  

S o c i a l  and economic e f f e c t s  would be  p r i~ i i i a r i l y  one of s u p p o r t  of  
t h u s e  p u b l i c s  v a l u i n g  w i l d l i f e  i n  t h e  a r e a .  

4 .  D e s i g n a t i o n :  Nonwilderness (Developed) 
Management Emphases: Big G a m e  Winter  Range Timber, Big Game 

Summer Range Timber, W i l d l i f e  Timber, 
G r i z z l y  Timber,  Timber O p t i m i z a t i o n ,  
Timber Viewing, Viewing Timber, Minimum 
Use d u e  t o  S t e e p  S l o p e s  o r  Regene ra t ion  
Problems. 

T i m b e r  h a r v e s t  and a s s o c i a t e d  a c t i v i t i e s ,  such a s  road b u i l d i n g ,  
have more a i f e c t  on t h e  p h y s i c a l  and b i o l o g i c a l  environment  than  
any of  t h e  o t h e r  f o r e s t  management a c t i v i t i e s .  The e x t e n t  of  t h e  
e f f e c t s  a r e  dependent  on management regimes s e l e c t e d .  The 
f o l l o w i n g  c h a r t  d i s p l a y s  t h e  p e r c e n t  of  t h e  a r e a  d e s i g n a t e d  t o  
t h e s e  emphases i n  each a l t e r n a t i v e .  

P e r c e n t  of Area Des igna ted  t o  Developmental  A c t i v i t i e s  
By A l t e r n a t i v e  

A B C D E F G H I J K L M N 0 

17 1 8  1 5  7 1  a 7 3  0 0 41 1 2  12 El 7 5  17  0 

A l t e r n a t i v e s  D ,  F ,  and L have a c t i v i t i e s  sciiexluled t o  occur  i n  
t h e  EirsL decade.  ( S e e  Tab le  3 a t  t h e  end of  t h i ~ s  d i s c u s s i o n ) .  
The remaining A l t e r n a t i v e s  w i t h  t h e s e  empilases d o  n o t  have 
a c t i v i t k s  planned u n t i l  t h e  t h i r d  decade.  In a l l  a l t e r n a t i v e s  
excep t  G ,  I t ,  and 0, i t  i s  expec ted  t h a t  from 6 t o  E3 m i l e s  of  
road w i l l  b e  i.n p l a c e  i n  t h i r t y  y e a r s .  
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The n a t u r a l n e s s  of  t h e  a r e a  wi . l l  b e  impacted by  t imber  l i a rves t  
u n i t s ,  roads ,  and o t h e r  e v i d e n c e  of man’s  m o d i f i c a t i o n s .  Roadin:: 
f o r e g o e s  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  consi .der  the a r e a  f o r  w i l d e r n e s s  ;i i  

the long-term and r educes  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  p r i m i t i v e  
r e c r e a t i o n  and e x p e r i e n c e s  of s o l i t u d e .  

Timber h a r v e s t  and r o a d s  cou ld  r c s u l t  i n  :J s h o r t - t e r m  r e d u c t i o n  
i n  b i g  game c o v e r  and sccu i - i t y .  A c t i v i t i e s  conducted i n  b i ~ g  game 
h o b i t a t  are  c o o r d i n a t e d  wi.tli w i l d l i f e  needs and i n c i u d e  tibe 
c i o s u r e  of  r o a d s  upon comple t ion  of  the a c t i v i C y  and insur-i i ig 
t h a t  a d e q u a t e  c o v e r  i s  i c - f t .  Long-term b e n e f i t s  t o  w i i d l . i i e  
i n c l u d e  i i ia intaining and improving w i l d l i f e  f o r a g e .  

Timber aianagement a c t i v i t i e s  c a n  d i r e c t l y  a f f e c t  t h e  z r i z z l y  
p o p u l a t i o n  i n  t h e  s h o r t  texm by logg ing  a c t i v i t i e s  and t h e  long 
term by road a c c e s s  i n t o  a r o a d l e s s  a r e a .  Access i n t o  the a r e a  
cou id  d i s p l a c e  the bear  and i n c r e a s e  tire o p p o r t u n i c y  f o r  
human/bear e n c o u n t e r s .  Tiuiber management a c t i v i t i e s ,  i f  w e l l  
c o o r d i n a t e d ,  c a n  produce b e n e f i t s  by produci.ng inorc d e s i r a b  Le 
f u r a g e  f o r  g r i z z l i e s  t h rough  c e r t a i n  t imber  l i a rves t  arid s i t e  
p r e p a r a t i o n  p r a c t i c e s  such as  s m a l l  c l e a r c u t s  and b r o a d c a s t  
bu rn ing  i n s t e a d  o f  t r a c t o r  p i l i n g .  Roads would be  c losed  i n  a 
t i m e l y  manner t o  mininiizc Iiunian/bcar encouir ters  and d i s p l a c e m e n t .  

S o c i a l  and economic e f f e c t s  a r e  r e l a t e d  p r i r i a r i i y  t o  che resoui-ce 
v a l u e s  of ti.mber, w i l d l i f e ,  w i l d e r n e s s ,  and r e c r e a t i o n .  Tile 
h a r v e s t  o f  t imber  i s  i m p o r t a n t  t o  t h e  economic base  o f  
communit ies  i n  t h e  F o r e s t s .  Timber from t h e  Roderick r o a d l e s s  
a r e a  would c o n t r i b u t e  t o  t h e  economic base .  klunting e!:periences 
c o u l d  b e  a l t e r e d  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  change i n  the roadkess  s e t t i n g  t o  
a r o a d e d - n a t u r a l  s e t t i n g .  Road c l o s u r e s  would r e t a i n  t h e  a r e a  
c l o s e r  to i t s  e x i s t i n g  c h a r a c t e r .  Those p u b l i c s  d e s i r i n g  
w i l d e r n e s s  o r  r o a d l e s s  man-gement f o r  t h e  a r e a  dould n o t  be  
support .ed by these emphases. Concerns abou t  impac t s  on griz;:  1) 
beai- ,  b i g  game, and o t h e r  s p e c i e s  c o u l d  b e  r a i s e d  by t h e  
a c t i v i t i e s  s chedu led  i n  t h e s e  emphases,  b u t  would b c  a d d r e s s e d  by 
e f f o r t s  t o  m i t i G a t e  tlie impacts .  

a 



Table 3. O~cadal Outputs by Aitemetlve for R d l s s r  ksa. 

t4mWuEa 

OECME A R C n F F G H i 

Rec. Wilderness H k r e s  0 0 0 0 19.7 0 24.8 24.8 0 

Road I BLS HAC~BS 5.7 5.2 5.2 5.7 3.0 6.6 0 0 6.9 

Recreation 
Pr Im./Senlpr In.MIvo* 47 46 46 42 73  52 75 75 44 

S m l p r l m .  H3tOr.HRYDs 55 56 56 64 7 49 0 0 %  

T1Wk.W 
Su l tab le  W r e s  19.1 19.4 19.4 19.1 2.1 18.2 0 0 10.4 
Volume IKMBFI 1 0 0  0 .3 0 26.0 0 0 0 

3 43.0 43.0 43.0 35.7 13.0 14.0 0 0 18.5 
5 30.0 30.0 30.0 35.4 0 48.0 0 0 28.0 

Harvest Acres - %res I 0 0 0 .5 0 1.4 0 0 0 
3 3.6 3.6 3.6 2.8 .7 .6 0 0 .8 
5 1.4 1.4 1.4 1.9 0 2.5 0 0 1.5 

R o d 3  
Roads Constructed 
F i r s t  Decade - Miles 0 0 0 3 0 10 0 0 0 

To ta l  Road HI 18s 
Neeled by F i f t h  
oecade - Miles 50 50 50 83 6 72 0 0 2 8  

W l l d l l f e  - T6E 
Grlzzly &or 

Habitat M k r s  
I s l o  a C t l Y l t y 1  5.7 5.2 5.2 5.7 22.7 6.6 24.8 24.8 6.9 

W l l d l l f e  - 819 G a m  
S u m r  Range W r e r  8.1 8.3 8.3 8.1 1.0 8.4 0 0 .6 

Wlnter Range H k r e s  1.6 1.6 1.6 3.3 0 0 0 0 7.5 

H l n e r a t ~  & Oll lGas 
Very Hlghl 
Hlgh Potentla1 - NOT APRICABLE IN mrs 
Accessible HAcres WADLESS M E A  

K 

0 O 

10.7 10.7 

44 44 

58 50 

1.3 1.3 
0 0 

11.2 5.7 
4.2 2.2 

0 0 
1.3 1.1 

.9 .4 

0 0 

12 12 

10.7 10.7 

.7 .7 

12.1 12.1 

LHH 
0 0 0 

4.7 5.4 5.5 

5.2 4.7 4.0 

4.4 5.4 5.3 

20.1 19.4 19.3 
6.0 0 0 

37.0 43.0 43.0 
53.0 79.0 39.0 

.7 0 0 
2.3 3.6 3.6 
2.7 5.4 1.9 

5 0  0 

72 77 53 

4.7 5.4 5.5 

1.5 7.8 7.7 

0 1.6 1.6 

A 
0 

24.8 

99 

0 

0 
0 
0 
0 

0 
0 
0 

0 

0 

24.8 
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a 

I. D e s c r i p t i o n  

The a r e a  i s  l o c a t e d  immediately s o u t h  o f  t h e  Cab ine t  Mountains \ ? i l d e r n e s s ,  
s e p a r a t e d  from t h e  Wi lde rness  by t h e  BPA t r a n s m i s s i o n  l i n e .  biajor 
d r a i n a g e s  i n c l u d e  Galena Creek and Canyon Creek. Access t o  t h e  a r e a  i s  
from t h e  C la rk  Fork V a l l e y ,  t h e  Vermil ion Road, and t h e  S i l v e r  B u t t e  Road. 
T r a i l s  i n c l u d e  one up Canyon C r e e k  and a sys t em along t h e  r i d g e l i n e  
c o n n e c t i n g  Canyon Peak ,  Twenty Peak,  and Twenty Odd Peak. 

The a r e a  i s  p r i m a r i l y  s t e e p  and rocky. S e v e r a l  named and uurianied 
t r i b u t a r i e s  and s t reauis  o r i g i n a t e  i n  t h i s  a r e a ;  Galena C r e e k ,  two f o r k s  of  
S i l v e r  B u t t e ,  Canyon Creek ,  and B e l g i a n ,  Roe, a e r r y ,  and Odd Gulches.  
Canyon Peak ( 6 , 3 2 6  f e e t )  and Twenty Peak (6 ,171  f e e t )  domina te  t h e  a r e a .  
V e g e t a t i o n  is g e n e r a l l y  s p J r s e  due  p r i m a r i l y  t o  t h i n  s o i l s  and extreme 
c l i m a t i c  c o n d i t i o n s  on t h e  s o u t h  s l o p e s .  Some t imber  p o t e n t i a l  e x i s t s  i n  
Canyon Creek. 

Except f o r  t h e  p r i v a t e  l a n d s  b o r d e r i n g  t h e  a r e a  on t h e  s o u t h w e s t ,  t h e  a r e a  
su r round ing  Galena i s  r e l a t i v e l y  undeveloped. 

The r e p r e s e n t e d  ecosystems a r e  Western Ponderosa F o r e s t  and Doug las - f i r  
F o r e s t .  

The a r e a  c o n t a i n s  g r i z z l y  and e l k .  The v iews  of  the Cla rk  Fork Va l l ey  a r e  
t h e  a r e a ' s  o t h e r  a t t r a c t i o n s .  

CxisLiii;: u se  i s  c o n s i d e r e d  l i g h t  (1 ,000 RVD's), consistin::  of  h u n t i n g  and 
b e r r y  p i c k i n g .  

11. C a p a b i l i t y  

A. 

B.  

C. 

N a t u r a l  I n t e g r i t y  and Appearance 

Tile na tu r t i l  i i i l e g r i t y  and appea rance  i s  g e n e r a l l y  i n t a c t  w i t h  t r a i l s  
being the o n l y  manmade i n t r u s i o n .  

O p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  S o l i t u d e  

E x c e l l e n t  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  t o r  s o l i t u d e  e x i s t  i n  t h e  Galena and Canyon 
Creek dvainagc:: ;ind tile S i l v e r  B u t t e  d r a i n a g e .  EJ.sewhere, 
o p p o r t u n i t i e s   KC :iioderate because of t h e  p r o x i m i t y  of t h e  C la rk  FoL.~; 
Va l i ey .  

O p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  P r i m i t i v e  R e c r e a t i o n  

The  el!; nerd p r o v i d e s  e x c e l l e n t  hunti.ng i n  a p r i i n i t i v c  s e t t i n g  a s  well 
a s  p r i m i t i v e  h i k i n g  e x p e r i e n c e s .  
r e c r e a t i o n a l  e x p e r i e n c e  would i n c  i u d e  w i  Id l i f e  o b s e r v a t i o n .  

Another c h a l l e n g i n ~  p r i m i t i v e  
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Pel-haps t h e  most n o t z b l c  f e a t u r e  i s  t i ic e x t e n s i v e  upper  e l e v a t i o n  open 
r i d g e s  , p r o v i d  in:: h i k  i n z  and view inl; expe r if lice a .  

E. M a n a g e a b i l i t y  and Boundar i e s  . 

The Galena r o a d l e s s  a r e a  was i d e n t i f i e d  i n  the RARE I1 i n v e n t o r y  and  
a t  t h a t  t i m e ,  t h e  recomniendation was a nonwi lde rncss  d c s i g n a t i o n  f o r  
tlie a r e a .  The a r e a  was s u b s e q u e n t l y  a i l o c a t e d  t o  primarily 
nondevel oprrien t a  1 u s e s .  

Gu&LkXs LkLAXes 

17000 15000 RARE II i n v e n t o r y  

-1400 -1400 Timber s a l e  a c t i v i t y  

Cl900 +1900 A d d i t i o n  of t h r  former Canyon 
Peak r o a d l e s s  a r e a .  

17500 15500 1983 ruacll.ess i n v e n t o r y  

T h e r e  a r e  2,000 a c r e s  o f  p i - i v a t e  land w i t h i n  t h e  a r e a  boundary 
c r e a t i n g  a p o t e n t i a l  nooconfon i ing  usc s i t u a t i o n .  T h e  l a n d s  have been 
i d e n t i f i e d  a s  d e s i r e a b l e  t o  acqui.re because  of  t h e  g r i z z l y  h a b i t a t .  

The boundary i s  g e n e r a l l y  w e l l - d e f i n e d  by r o a d s  on t h e  w e s t  and e a s t  
and by a BPA p o w e r l i n e  c o r r i d o r  i n  t h c  n o r t h .  To t h e  s o u t h ,  tlie 
boundary i s  less  w e l l - d e f i n e d ,  detcrriiined by p a s t  log&ing p a t t e r n s .  

111. A v a i l a b i l i t y  

A. S i g n i f i c a n t  Resource P o t e n t i a l s  

1. R e c r e a t i o n  

It  i s  e s t i m a t e d  t h a t  t h e  a r e a  c o u i d  p r o v i d e  a b o u t  4,700 IULl's of 
w i l d e r n e s s  r e c r e a t i o n  p e r  y e a r .  C u r r e n t  use is e s t i m a t e d  t o  be 
1,000 Ivm ' s .  

2.  W i l d l i f e  

The a r e a  c o n t a i n s  g r i z z l y  b e a r  and e x c e l l e n t  mule d e e r  h a b i t a t .  
Big-game w i n t e r  r ange  management o p p o r t u n i t i e s  e x i s t  on t h e  s o u t h  
s l o p e  o f  Twenty Odd Peak. O p p o r t u n i t i e s  a r e  a v a i i a b i e  t o  d e l e t e  
t h i s  w i n t e r  r ange  a r e a  and s t i l l  have  a manageabie w i l d e r n e s s  
bounda r y  . 

3 .  Timber 

Approximately 6,000 acres a r e  s u i t a b l e  timioeriand c a p a b l e  of 
produc ing  a t  l e a s t  20 c u b i c  f e e t  p e r  a c r e  p e r  y e a r  o f  t i m b e r  
g r o w ~ n .  Over 90% of t h i s  t imber l and  will b e  d i l f i c u l t  and c o s t l y  
t o  road and l o g ,  r e q u i r i n g  c a b l e  o r  h e l i c o p t e r  y a r d i n g  i,iethods. 

4. Minerals 
i 

T h e  m i n e r a l  p o t e n t i a l  i s  c o n s i d e r e d  moderate  t o  h i g h  on t h c  
e a s t e r n  boundary. O i l  and g a s  p o t e n t i a l  i s  moderate .  



B. Other  Resources  

. 

1. 

2. 

3 .  

4. 

F i s h e r i e s  

There a r e  no s i g n i f i c a n t  f i s h e r i e s  i n  this a r e a .  

Range 

c-129 

Galena 01677 

There a r e  no l i v e s t o c k  g r a z i n g  a l l o t m e n t s  i n  t h e  a r e a  and t h e  
g r a z i n g  p o t e n t i a l  i.s t r a n s i t o r y  r a n g e .  

C u l t u r a l  Resource 

There a r e  two i d e n t i f i e d  h i s t o r i c  c u l t u r a l  s i t e s  i n  t h e  a r e a  and 
n o  i d e n t i f i e d  p r e h i s t o r i c  s i t e s .  Based upon s u r v e y s  i n  s i m i l a r  
a r e a s ,  t h e  p r o b a b i l i t y  of p r e h i s t o r i c  s i t e s  o c c u r r i n g  i s  
c o n s i d e r e d  low. 

Water 

Average annua l  p r e c i p i t a t i o n  for  tlic e n t i r e  area is abou t  43 
i n c h e s ,  depcnding on c l e v a t i o n .  R u n o f f  v a r i e s  from abou t  13 t o  
23  i n c h e s ,  v a r y i n g  w i t h  e l e v a t i o n  and a s p e c t  w i t h i n  t h e  a r e a .  
Exccpt d u r i n g  o c c a s i o n a l  mi.d-winter runof f  e v e n t s ,  t h e  w a t e r  
qua l i . t> -  i s  c o n s i d e r e d  e x c e l l e n t .  

C .  Resource S i t u a t i o n  Galena 01677 
Tab le  1 

rv Unit C a w v  Unit 
Gross  Acres Acres  17500 
Xet Acres Acres 15500 

R e c r e a t i o n  
Semiprim. 1:oniiio t o r .  RVDs 1000 

I:anze 
S u i t a b l e  Acres Ac res 0 
A U l i s  AUPls 0 

Tintbe r 
T e n t a t i v e  S u i t a b l e  Acres 6000 
S tand ing  Volume iQEF 61 

C o r r i d o r s  
Existing L P o t e n t i a l  l o .  0 

I , i i l d l i f e  - ThE 
C r i z z l y  Eeai- H a b i t a t  

S i t u a t i o n  1 Acres  12500 
S i t u a t i o n  2 Acres 1500 
S i t u a t i o n  3 t \CKCS 0 

I ; i l d l i f e  - Big Game ( E l k ,  Decr) 

Sulnocr Raii:e T o t a l  Acres 11800 
\!inter Range T o t a l  Acres  1600 

S p e c i a l  Uses E x i s t i n g  170. 0 

E:; i s  t i.q; F a c i l i t i e s  i?o . 0 

S i g n i f  i c a n  t F i s h e r i e s  
Stream Niles 
Stream H a b i t a t  
Lakes 
Lake H a b i t a t  

143 t e r  Developments 
Ex is t i n g  

H i n e r a l s  
lla rd  rock Po t eii t i a I 

Very Uigli 
High 
Hade r a  t e 
LOW 

l i i l e s  0 
Acres 0 
No. 0 
Acres  0 

No. 0 

Ac L-cs 0 
Acres 2600 
Ac K C S  0 
Acres  12900 

Nining Cla iiiis No. 
O i l  & Gas P o t e n t i a l  

Very High Acres 
High Acres  
Mode ra t  e Acres 
Low [ X K C S  

Unknown Acres 

Leases  No. 
Leased Acres Acres 

Oil  & Gas Leases  

50 

0 
0 

5500 
0 
0 

a 
5500 
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A. 
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1. 

2 .  

3 .  

4 .  

Land Use A u t h o r i z a t i o n s  

'There a r e  110 s p e c i a i  u ses .  Tt ierc  a r e  existing o i i  ;i gas iea::es.  . .  

F i r e  

Tile a r ea  h a s  h a d    OW f i r e  o c c u r r e n c e  (G f i r e s  i n  the I C I S L  10 
y e a x - s ) .  The t ' ue l~s  s i t u a t i o n  v a r i . e s  witi i  areiis of bo t l ;  s p 3 r e e  a n d  
t h i c k  ground Euels.  

I n s e c t  and Disease 

The i n s e c t  and d i s e a s e  s i t u a t i o n  i s  s t a b l e  w i t l i  l i m i t e d  s t a n d s  of 
s u s c e p t i b l e  l o d g e p o l e  p i n e  and no i n s e c t  and d i s e a s e  a c t i v i t y  
o c c u r r i n g .  

Non-Federal Lands 

Two thousand a c r e s  o f  p r i v a t e  land be long  t o  Flutit Creek 
' i i inber lands,  I n c .  ( f o r m e r l y  known as Dur1inl: ton Northern 
T imber l ands ,  Inc  .) and have ueen i n c l u d e d  because  t h e  psoposed 
F o r e s t  Land Adjustment P l a n  i d e n t i f i e d  t h e s e  l a n d s  .-IS " d c s i r  a b i e  
t o  a c q u i r e "  t o  p r o t e c t  g r i . z z l y  h a b i t a t  and r o a d l e s s  r e c r e a t i o n  
o p p o r t u n i t i e s .  I f  t h e s e  p r i v a t e  l a n d s  become u n a v a i l a b l e  f u r  
a c q u i s i t i o n ,  the r o a d l e s s  a r e a  boundary  should be  a d j u s t e d  t u  
exc i.ude them. 

Need 

P r o x i m i t y  t o  O t h e r  Wi lde rness  and t o  P o p u l a t i o n  C e n t e r s  

The a r e a  i s  a d j a c e n t  t o  tile e x i s t i n g  Cab ine t  l l oun ta ins  W i l d e r n e s s ,  
s e p a r a t e d  o n l y  by the BPA power i ine  c o r r i d o r .  The n e a r e s t  l a r g e  
p o p u l a t i o n  c e n t e r s  a r e  Spokane, Washington, (130 m i l e s )  and P l i s sou la ,  
hiontans, (140 m i l e s ) .  

C o n t r i b u t i o n  t o  N a t i o n a l  Wi lde rness  P r e s e r v a t i o n  System 

Th i s  a rea  i s  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  of g r i . z z l y  S e n r  ecosys t ems  whjcli a r e  
tinconmion i ~ n  the ex ist ir i i :  w i l d e r n e s s  s y s t e n .  

P u b l i c  I n t e c e s t  

During t i le 1970 1L4RE I i n v e n t o r y ,  l i t t l e  s u p p o r t  was e x p r e s s e d  foi- ir 

w i l d e r n e s s  c i a s s i f i c a t i o n  fox t h e  a r e a .  During t h e  1977 RAXE I i  
p u b l i c  review p e r i o d ,  o v e r  2,400 p e o p l e  cunlinented on the  Galena a r e a ,  
most 01 rrhom (60%)  e x p r e s s e d  s u p p o r t  f o r  w i l d e r n e s s .  PARE I1 
r e c  omiend ed non-wi. l d e r n e  s s . The Moil t a n a  W i l d e  m e  s s A s  soc i a t i o n  ' s 
A l t e r n a t i v e  "W" (1978)  recoinmended w i l d e r n e s s  f o r  t h e  a r e a .  
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A. Management P r e s c r i p t i o n  Ass ignment  by A l t e r n a t i v e  

Ilul t i p l e  u s e  iiicinagenient p r e s c r i . p c i o n s  were g rouped  i n t o  c a t e z o r i e s  
(ixjnagement emphases)  wiiich have  s i n i i l g r  irupacts on t h e  w i l d e r n e s s  and 
r o a d l c s s  r e s o u r c e s .  The followin:: t a b l e  d i s p l a y s  how L l i r  r o s d l c s s  
area a c r e a g e  was designated i n  e a c h  n l t e r n . i t i v e .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  t h e  
suiiiiiiary O T  rxanazeinent emphas i s  f u r t h e r  d e f i n e s  tile r a t e  o f  developmeri t  
t h a t  i s  e x p e c t e d  t o  o c c u r  i n  some a l t e r n a t i v e s  a s  wel l  a s  t h e  f u t u r e  
d i s p o s i t i o n  of t h e  i . nven to r i ed  r o a d l e s s  area. 



Table 2. Wanq.esnt &phaslt by A l t w n a t l w  for Edmm R&lesss Ares. 

A!ZWUES In ACRES) 

A B C D E F G H I J K L W N O  - 
NOnrlldemess IROadloss) 

Recrrrmtlon. Vlwlng,  
Ylnlnun Use Areas 8.3 8.3 8.3 8.3 1.7 8.6 0 0 11.9 12.2 12.2 8.2 8.3 8.3 14.1 

P r l n l t l v e l ~ l p r  I n l t l " ~  

Wonmlldvnsrs (Sma Devel-nt) 
819 Gam Ulnter Rave 1.3 1.3 1.3 1.3 .4 1.3 0 0 1.7 1.6 1.6 1.3 1.3 1.3 1.3 

Hontrlldorasss IDeveloped) 
T I d e r  Harvest U l th  
Pfldllfe and/or 
Vlerlng W9Mgement. 
Yl"lIn"" use heas dye to  
steep slopes or 
Rsgsneratlon 
PrDb I ems 5.9 5.9 5.9 5.9 0.7 5.6 0 0 1.9 1.6 1.6 6.0 5.9 5.9 0 

Wlldernsss 
Rec-ndd Ulldernsss 0 0 0 0 12.7 0 15.5 15.5 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 .......................................................................................................................... 

Su-ry of Managecent Elcphasls: 

NonallderMss 
Developed - Decade 1: 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 . I  0 0 0 0 0 0 

Oecadde 5: 7.2 7.2 7.2 7.2 0.7 6.9 0 0 1.9 1.6 1.6 7.3 7.2 7.2 0 

Roadlesr - Decade f: 15.5 15.5 15.5 15.5 2.8 15.3 0 0 15.4 13.9 13.9 15.5 15.5 15.5 15.5 
oxad0  5: 8.3 8.3 8.3 8.3 2.1 8.6 0 0 15.6 13.9 13.9 8.2 8.3 8.3 15.5 

R - d e d  Ulldemess 0 0 0 0 12.7 0 15.5 15.5 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Total he- Oalena 15.5 15.5 15.5 15.5 15.5 15.5 15.5 15.S 15.5 15.5 15.5 15.5 15.5 15.5 15.5 
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1. D e s i g n a t i o n :  Wi lde rness  
Management Emphasis: Wi lde rness  

The Galena r o a d l e s s  a r e a  i s  recoimiiended f o r  w i l d e r n e s s  i n  i t s  
e n t i r e t y  i n  A l t e r n a t i v e s  G and H ,  whi.le A l t e r n a t i v e  E recommends 
12,700 a c r e s ,  81% of  t h e  a r e a ,  fo:- w i i d e r n e s s .  There a r e  no 
spec i Tic ground-d i s  t u r b  ing management a c t i v i t i e s  a s s o c  i a  t e d  w i t h  
w i l d e r n e s s  a r e a s  a l t h o u g h  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of  t h e s e  a r e a s  m a y ,  
i n  i t s e l f ,  have e f f e c t s  on o t h e r  r e s o u r c e s  and uses.  

Ylilderness  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  w i  11 p r e s e r v e  t h e  e x i s t i n g  w i l d e r n e s s  
c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  of  t h e  a r e a .  Tile n a t u r a l n e s s  of tile a r e a  w i l l  be  
ma in ta ined  a long  w i t h  t h e  h i g h e r  s o l i t u d e  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  a v a i l a b i e  
i n  t h e  Galena,  Canyon, and S i l v e r  D u t t e  drai .nages.  The q u a l i t y  
r o a d l e s s  h u n t i n g  and h i k i n g  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  w i l l  a l s o  be  
ma in ta ined .  

There a r e  approx ima te ly  6,000 a c r e s  of s u i t a b l e  t imber l and  i n  t h e  
Galena a r e a .  The fo l lowing  c h a r t  d i s p l a y s  the amount of  s u i t a b l e  
t imber l and  t h a t  would b e  c o n t a i n e d  w i t h i n  proposed w i l d e r n e s s ,  i n  
eac ti a1 t e r n a t  i ve .  

Acres of  S u i t a b l e  Timberland i n  Wi lde rness  ( t h o u s a n d s )  

A B C D E F G H I J K L M N 0 

0 0 0 0 4.9 0 6.0 6.0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

. 

O p p o r t u n i t i e s  t o  manage tlie t imber  r e s o u r c e  would be  fo regone  i n  
A l t e r n a t i v e s  G and 11 and t o  a lesser  e x t e n t  i n  A l t e r n a t i v e  E. 

G r i z z l y  b e a r  h a b i t a t  ( S i t u a t i o n  1 - c r i t i c a l  t o  t h e  r ecove ry  of  
the s p e c i e s )  c o v e r s  t h e  e n t i r e  r o a d l e s s  a r e a .  I i i l de r i i e s s  
inanagement would p r o v i d e  s e c u r i t y  t o  t h e  b e a r  froiii road ing  and 
r e l a t e d  i n c r e a s e s  i n  huninn a c t i v i t y  i n  tlie a r e a .  However, 
i n c r e a s e s  i i i  f o r a g e  throu;h management a c t i v i t i e s  such a s  burnin;; 
a n d  t imber  h a r v e s t  would n o t  occur .  

O p p o r t u n i t i e s  t o  enhance tlie w i n t e r  r ange  on t h e  s o u t h  f a c i n g  
s l o p e s  would be  u n a v a i l a b l e  i n  a w i . l de rn res s  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n .  
T i a b e r  h a r v e s t  i n  O ~ C K  t o  improve t h e  11,800 a c r e s  of sumr:ier 
r anee  would a l s o  n o t  occur .  Wi lde rness ,  however, would p r o v i d e  
s e c u r i t y  f o r  bi.g game b y  l i~ i i i i t i ng  a c c e s s  t h e r e b y  r educ ing  human 
ac  t i v i t y  . 
Wi1.derness will r e s t r i c t  t h e  e x p l o r a t i o n  f o r .  and removal o f ,  
o i ine ra i  r e s o u r c e s .  T h i s  would a f f e c t  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  2,600 a c r e s  
of land ra.ted h i z h  f o r  m i n e r a l  p o t e n t i a l .  Under t h e  Wi lde rness  
Ac t ,  t h e  land would b e  withdrawn frolll i i i ineral  enc ry  u n l e s s  v a l i d  
mining c l a i m s  e x i s t .  Ti development o c c u r s  on a v a l i d  mining 
c l a i m ,  i t  cou ld  n e s a t e  tile w i l d e r n e s s  d e s i . c n a t i o n .  The ex;s t ing 
0i . i  3nd  z a s  l e a s e s  would be  honored,  however. T n i s  r e s t r i c t i o n  
cxn be c o n s i d e r e d  s i g n i f i c a n t  i n  t h e  high m i n e r a l  p o t e n t i a l  a r e a s  
b u t  less  s i s i i i f i c u n t  w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  o i l  and gas  where t h e  
p o t e n t i a l  i s  moderate .  I f  there i s  no d i s c o v e r y  w!ien a l e a s e  
e x p i r e s ,  t hen  t h e  land w i l l  b e  withdrawn f r o m  m i n e r a l  l e a s i n g .  
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A c t i v i t i e s  pe ro i i s sab le  i.n t ~ i l d e r n e s s ,  when a u t h o r i z e d  by t.lie 1 9 6 4  
Milde rness  A c t  o r  w i l d e r n e s s  management p l a n s ,  c a n  c o s t  :.w:~e t l l m  
a c t i v i t i e s  i n  a r e a s  w i t h o u t  t h e  r e s t r i c t i o n s .  R e s t r i c t i o n s  :ippiy 
p r i m a r i l y  t o  mode of  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n ,  u s e  of  cha insaws  i n  t h e  
u i l d e r n c s s ,  and removing s i g n s  of  t h e  i n t r u s i o i i  a f t e r  p r o j e c t  
comple t ion .  When p e r m i t t e d ,  a c t i v i t i e s  such a s  mineral .  
e x p l o r a t i o n ,  d i s e a s c  and p e s t  c o n t r o l ,  and f i r e  s u p p r e s s i o n ,  
would b e  conducted w h i l e  p r o t e c t i i l g  t h e  w i l d e r n e s s  v a l u e s  Wlli~cil, 
in t u r n ,  r e q u i r e s  nore  t ime ,  a d h e r e n c e  t o  more stringent 
i e q u i r e i n e n t s ,  and more money bei-ng s p e n t .  

S o c i a l  and economic e f f e c t s  would c e n t e r  around t h e  resoui 'ce  
v a l u e s  of  r e c r e a t i o n ,  w i l d l i f e ,  w i l d e r n e s s ,  a n i  t imber .  
Semi.pr imit ive r e c r e a t i o n  a c t i v i t i e s  such a s  h u n t i n g  i.n a roi i t i icss  
s e t t i n g ,  would c o n t i n u e .  Tiioberland would riot b e  avaj . l .ab1~.  i n  
A l t e r n a t i ~ v e s  G and H ,  and t o  a l a r g e  e x t e n t  i n  E ,  t n u s  n o t  
s u p p o r t i n g  t h e  wood p r o d u c t s  i n d u s t r y .  Those p u b l i c s  v - l u i n ;  
w i l d e r n e s s  would b e  suppor t ed  b y  th i s  management eiiiphasis. 

2. D e s i g n a t i o n :  Nonwilderness  ( R o a d l e s s )  
Management P r e s c r i p t i o n s :  P r i m i t i v e  R e c r e a t i o n ,  S e m i p r i m i t i v e  

Nonmotorized R e c r e a t i o n ,  Viewing. 
and Limited Use Areas 

Every A l t e r n a t i v e ,  e x c e p t  A l t e r n a t i v e  G and !I, d e s i . & n a t c  3 
p o r t i o n  of  t h e  Galena a r e a  t o  t h e s e  management emphases. The 
f o l l o w i n g  c h a r t  d i s p l a y s  the p e r c e n t  d e s i g n a t e d  t o  r o a d l e s s  
management, by  a l t e r n a t i v e .  

P e r c e n t  o f  Road les s  Area Des igna ted  f o r  Road les s  Management 
By A l t e r n a t i v e  

A B C D E F G H I J K L i.1 - 
53 53 53 53 10 55 0 0 7 6  7:; 7 8  52 53 53 90 

T h e r e  a r e  f e w ,  i f  any ,  ground-disturbin:;  :tianagenicnt a c t i v i t i e s  
s p e c i f i c a l l y  a s s o c i a t c d  w i t h  r o a d l e s s n e s s .  A c t i v i t i e s  J::C 

a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  d i . spe r sed  r e c r c a t i o n  i n c l u d i n g  h u n t i n g  and 
i i s l i i n g .  

The r o a d l e s s  c h a r a c t e r  w i t h i n  t h i s  einpiias i s  w i l l  b e  xai .ntnined 3s 
well a s  t h e  s e m i p r i m i t i v e  r e c r e a t i o n  o p p o r t u n i t i e s .  OLd-g~cL)iith 
t imber  h a b i t a t  w i l l  a l s o  bc  m a i n t a i n e d  and g r i z z l y  1 : ab i t a t  will 
b e  p r o t e c t e d .  

L i k e  w i l d e r n e s s ,  r o a d l e s s  d e s i g n a t i o n s  1 -equ i r e  s t i f f e r  
r e q u i r e m e n t s  f o r  c o n d u c t i n c  a c t i v i t i e s ,  r e q u i r e m e n t s  t h a t  a r e  
des igned  t o  p r o t e c t  t h e  q u a l i t i e s  i n i i e r en t  i n  a r o a d l e s s  
a l l o c a t i o n .  R e s t r i c t i o n s  on a c c e s s  a n d  mode o f  t r ave :  a r e  m n j o ?  
1i . ini ta t ions f o r  c o n d u c t i n y  ~ c t i v i t i e s ,  o f t e n  making t h e  a c t i v i t y  
more e x p e n s i v e  t o  accomplish.  
w i l d l i f e  and f i s h  h a b i t a t  improvements,  m i n e r a l ,  o i l  and gas  
e x p l o r a t i o n / d e v e l o p m r n t ,  i n sec t  and d i s e a s e  c o n t r o l ,  and w i l d f i r e  
s u p p r e s s i o n .  If  m i n e r a l  devclopment o c c u r s ,  i t  c o u l d  n e g a t e  tile 
r o a d l e s s  d e s i g n a t i o n .  

S e c u r i t y  f o r  b i g  game an i i nn l s  wou:il b e  maintainet i .  

Such a c t i v i t i e s  c a n  i n c l u d e  
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S o c i a l  and econoliiic b e n e F i t s  a r e  r e l a t e d  p r i m a r i l y  t o  
s e m i p r i m i t i v e  r e c r e a t i o n .  Tiuiber would n o t  b e  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  
h a r v e s t  i n  t h i s  emphasis.  

3. D e s i g n a t i o n :  Nonwilderness  (Some Development) 
Management Emphasis: 

A l l  Al te rna t ives ,  e x c e p t  C and 11, d e s i g n a t e  a p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  a r e a  
t o  this emphasi.s, r ang ing  from 400 a c r e s  t o  1,700 a c r e s .  T h i s  
emphasis i s  l o c a t e d  p r i m a r i l y  on s l o p e s  f a c i n g  s o u t h  i n t o  t h e  
C l a i - k  Fork v a l l e y .  The i n t e n t  i s  t o  manage w i n t e r  r ange  h a b i t a t  
f o r  t h e  b e n e f i t  of  e l k  and d e e r .  P r e s c r i b e d  b u r n i n g  i s  t h e  
p r  i n a r y  management a c t i v i t y  . 
T h e  impact on t h e  w i l d e r n e s s  and r o a d l e s s  c h a r a c t e r  caused by 
t h i s  emphasis i s  shor t - t e rm i n  n a t u r e .  The n a t u r a l n e s s  of t h e  
a r e a  would be  a l t e r e d  s h o r t l y  a f t e r  bu rn ing  b u t  v e g e t a t i v e  
recovery ' ~ o u l d  make t h i s  a c t i v i t y  l e s s  a p p a r e n t  l a t e r  on. 

Impacts  on t h e  t imber  and m i n e r a l  r e s o u r c e s  would be  
i n s i g n i f i c a n t  i n  t h i s  emphasis.  

S o c i a l  and economic e f f e c t s  would be p r i m a r i l y  one of  s u p p o r t  of  
t h o s e  p u b l i c s  v a l u i n g  w i l d l i f e  i n  t h e  a r e a .  

Big Game Winter  Range 

4. D e s i g n a t i o n :  Nonwilderness (Developed) 
Management Emphasis: Big Game Winter Range Timber,  Big Game 

Summer Range Timber,  W i l d l i f e  Timber, 
G r i z z l y  Timber,  Timber O p t i m i z a t i o n ,  
Timber Viewing, Viewing Timber, Minimum 
Use d u e  t o  S t e e p  S l o p e s  or Regenera t ion  
Problems . 

Every a l t e r n a t i v e ,  e x c e p t  A l t e r n a t i v e s  G, I t ,  and 0, d e s i g n a t e d  a 
p o r t i o n  of the  a r e a  t o  t h e s e  deve lopmcn ta l  management emphases. 
The f o l  l ov ing  c i i3 r t  d i s p l a y s  t h e  p e r c e n t  of t h e  a r e a  d e s i g n a t e d  
t o  development a c t i v i t i e s ,  by a l t e r n a t i v e .  

P e r c e n t  Designated for Deve lopmenta 1 Act iv i t ies  
By A l t e r n a t i v e  

A B C D E F C H I J K L M N 0 

35 38 3R 38 5 36 0 0 12 10 10 38 3s 3G 0 

. 

Timber h r v e s t  and a s s o c i a t e d  a c t i v i t i e s ,  such a s  road b u i l d i n g ,  
Imve more a f f e c t  on t h e  p h y s i c a l  and b i o l o g i c a l  environ,nent t h a n  
a n y  of t h e  o t h e r  i o r e s t  isanagerdent a c t i v i t i e s .  The e x t e n t  of  tlle 
e i f e c t s  a r e  dependent  on management rezimes s e l e c t e d .  
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Only Alternative I scheduled any developmental a c t i v i t i e s  i n  
decade one, and then only 100 acres.  
t h i s  discussion.)  
occurring i n  a l l  a l te rna t ives  except G, H and 0. By t h e  f i f t h  
decade, t o t a l  miles of road i n  place would range from 4 to  2 3 ,  
depending on t h e  a l te rna t ive .  

By t h e  t h i r d  decade.  t h e  n a t u r a l n e s s  of t h e  a r e a  will be impacted 
by h a r v e s t  a c t i v i t i e s ,  roads ,  and otlier e v i d e n c e  oC 1ium:iii 
m o d i f i c a t i o n s  i n  A l t e r n a t i v e s  A ,  1;, C ,  D, F ,  L ,  I!, and PI. 
A c t i v i t i e s  coiiducted a long  tlie s o u t h - f a c i n g  s l o p e s  would b e  
h i g h l y  vis ib1.e  from lligliway 200. Roading foregoes tlie 
o p p o r t u n i t y  to c o n s i d e r  t h e  a r e a  Cor wi ldei~i iess  i n  t h e  long-tei-111 
and r e d u c e s  the opporLunity f o r  p r i w L t i v e  r e c r e a t i o n  and 
e x p e r i e n c e s  of s o l i t u d e .  In A l t e r n a t i v e s  E ,  I ,  J, and K, t h e  
ieipacted a r e a  would b e  less and t h e  n a t u r a l i r c 5 s  of tlic i n t e r i o r  
a r e a  would s t i . 1 1  b e  p r o t e c t e d .  

Timber h a r v c s t  and r o a d s  cou ld  r e s u l t  i n  a s h o r t - t e r m  r e d u c t i o n  
i i i  b i g  gnuie C O V C K  arid s e c u r i t y .  Activities conducted i n  b i g  gai?te 
h a b i t a t  a r e  c o o r d i n a t e d  wi.th v iLd l iE i .  needs and i n c l u d e  t h e  
c l o s u r e  o f  r o a d s  upon con ip le t ion  of  tlic a c t i v i . t y  ;ciid i n s u r i n g  
t h a t  adequiitc c o v e r  is l e f t .  Long-tertii b e n e f i t s  to v i l d l i f e  
i n c l u d e  m a i n t a i n i n g  and iirtproving w i l d l j f e  f o r a g e .  

(See Table 3 which follows 
By the th i rd  decade, however, harvest would be 

Timber management a c t i v i t i e s  c a n  d i r e c t l y  a f f e c t  t h e  g r i z z l y  
p o p u l a t i o n  i n  t h e  s l ior t - term by logg ing  a c t i v i t i e s  and tlie long 
term by road a c c e s s  i n t o  a r o a d l e s s  a r e a .  Access i n t o  t h e  area  
cou ld  d i s p l a c e  t h e  b e a r  and i n c r e a s e  the  o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  
humnnlbear e n c o u n t e r s .  Tiiitber managenient a c t i v i t i e s ,  i f  well 
c o o r d i n a t e d ,  c a n  produce b e n e f i t s  by producing more d e s i r a b l e  
f o r a g e  f o r  g r i z z l i e s  t h rough  c e r t a i n  t imber  h a r v e s t  and s i t e  
p r e p a r a t i o n  p r a c t i c e s  such a s  s m a l l  c l c s r c u t s  a i d  b r o a d c a s t  
b u r n i n g  i n s t e a d  of  t r a c t o r  p i l i n g .  Roads would b e  c l o s e d  i n  a 
t iniely iiiaiiner t o  niinimize Irunian/bear e n c o u n t e r s  and d i sp lace iuen t  

S o c i a l  and econoinic e f f e c t s  a r e  r e l a t e d  p r i i i i a r i l y  t o  tile r e s o u r c e  
v a l u e s  of t i m b e r ,  w i l d l i f e ,  v i l d c r n e s s .  and r e c r e a t i o o .  The 
l i a r v e s t  of  t imber  i s  impor t an t  to tlic economic b a s e  of 
coiiniiunities i n  t h e  F o r e s t s .  Timber from the Galena r o a d l e s s  a r e a  
would c o n t r i b u t e  t o  the econoioic b a s e .  IIunting e x p e r i e n c e s  c o u l d  
be  a l t e r e d  b e c a u s e  of tlie change i n  t h e  r o a d l e s s  s e t t i n g  t o  a 
roaded n a t u r a l  s e t t i n g .  Road c l o s u r e s  \:auld r e t a i n  the a r e a  
c l o s e r  t o  i t s  e x i s t i n z  c h a r a c t e r .  TIIOSC p u b l i c s  d e s i r i n g  
w i l d e r i i c s s  o r  r o a d l e s s  mangement f o r  tlie a r e a  would n u t  b e  
suppor t ed  by  these eniphases. Coucerils abou t  inipacts on a r i z z l y  
b e a r ,  b i g  gallie, and o t h e r  s p e c i e s  cou ld  b e  r a i s e d  by the  
a c t i v i t i e s  s chedu led  i n  t h e s e  emphases, b u t  would b e  addres sed  b y  
e f f o r t s  t o  m i t i g a t e  tire impacts .  

r 



T a l e  3. Oecadal Outputs by Alternat lve for Galma Rwdless Area. 

ALEwUEs 
OECME A 0 C 0 F F G H I J K L H N 0 

Rac. 111 ldernes Y k r e s  0 0 0 0 12.3 0 15.5 15.5 0 0 0 0 0 0  0 

Roadless MAcres 8.3 8.3 8.3 8.3 1.7 8.6 0 0 11.9 12.2 12.2 8.2 8.3 8.3 14.1 

Recreatlo" 
P,lm./smlprlm.rcRvo* 3s 36 36 39 45 4n 46 46 43 44 44 34 YI 38 57 

smiprim. mtor.rcRvor 30 30 30 25 5 26 0 0 26 24 24 35 27 28 7 

Tlnhar 
Su I tab I e M k r s s  5.9 5.9 5.9 5.9 0.7 5.6 0 0 1.9 1.6 1.6 6.0 5.6 5.9 0 

0 Volume ( W F I  1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 .os 0 0 
3 28.0 28.0 27.0 23.1 10.0 18.0 0 0 0 2.6 2.6 27.0 32.0 32.0 0 
5 5.0 5.0 5.0 39.4 0 14.0 0 0 5.2 0 0 4.0 21.0 5.0 0 

0 0 0  

Harvest Acres - MAcres 1 0 0 0  0 0 0 0  0 .I 0 0 0 0 0  0 
3 1.9 1.9 1.8 1.7 .7 1.5 0 0 0 .3 .3 1.5 2.1 2.1 0 
5 .2 .2 .2 2.0 0 .6 0 0 .3 0 0 .2  .9 .2 0 

RD.dS 
Roads Canstructed 
F l r s t  Decade - Ulles 0 0 0 0 0 0  0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0  0 

Total Road Wlles 
N e e d e d  by  F i f t h  
Decade - rilles 14 14 13 23 4 16 0 0 6 1 1 17 17 11 0 

Grlzzly b a r  
Wl ld l l fs  - ThE 

Habltst  l4kres 
( d o  a c t l v l t y )  8.3 8.3 8.3 8.3 14.0 8.6 15.5 15.5 11.9 12.2 12.2 8.2 8.3 8.3 14.1 

Wlldllta - 819 G a a  
S u m r  Range W r e s  4.6 4.6 4.6 3.6 .2 3.8 0 0 0 0 0 5.6 4.0 4.6 0 

Wlnter Range MAcres 1.3 1.3 1.3 1.3 0.4 1.3 0 0 1.6 1.6 1.6 1.3 1.3 1.3 1.3 

Mlnerals 
Hardrak-Very Hlgh/ 

Hlgh Potentlal - 
Accessible M k r e s  1.8 1.8 1.8 1.8 0 .4 0 0 .os .os .os .4 1.8 1.8 0 

O l l  6 Gas-Very Hlgh/ 
Hlgh Potentlal - 
k c e s s l b l s  H k r e s  NOT APPLICABLE I N  THIS  ROhlLESS #REA 

?- 
w u 
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C a t a r a c t  - 01665 S t a t e :  Montana 

T o t a l  Gross Acres: 27,700 T o t a l  Net Acres: 27,600 
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The a r e a  i s  l o c a t e d  on t h e  s o u t h e r n  end o f  t h e  Xoo tena i  F o r e s t  i n  Sande r s  
County. A p o r t i o n  of  tile a r e a  e x t e n d s  i n t o  t h e  Lo10 F o r e s t .  Tile a r e a  i s  
r e a d i l y  a c c e s s i b l e  v i a  the Vel-milion Road (No. 1 5 4 )  which c a n  be  t aken  from 
S t a t e  Highway 200. T h e r e  a r e  many t r a i l s  i n  t h e  a r e a  i n c l u d i n g  a t r a i l  up 
C a t a r a c t  Creek,  a t r a i l  up West Fork C a t a r a c t  Creek which c o n n e c t s  w i t h  a 
r i d g e l i n e  t r a i l  between C a t a r a c t  Peak and Water Hill, and a r i d g e l i n e  t r a i l  
trom Grouse Mountain LO Seven P o i n t  Lakes. 

The C a t a r a c t  d r a i n a g e  i.s the dominant landform i n  t h e  a r e a .  The d r a i n a g e  
i s  a t r i b u t a r y  of  t i le Vermil ion P.iver and i s  n e a r l y  enc losed  by su r round ing  
mountains.  Tlie  d r a i n a x e  h a s  s e v e r e l y  rugged topography w i t i i  many c l i f f s ,  
rock s l i d e s ,  2nd v e r t i c a l  rock r i b s .  The area a l s o  c o n t a i n s  t h e  Snl31ler 
headwater  s e c t i o n s  of  Bear Creek and s e v e r a l  g u l c h e s  which feed d i r e c t l y  
i n t o  the Cla rk  Fork R ive r .  The h i g h e s t  p o i n t  i n  t h e  Koo tena i  p o r t i o n  i s  
Seven P o i n t  Peak (6,600 f e e t ) .  The Lo io  p o r t i o n  i s  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  by open 
p a r k s  a t  t h e  h i g h e r  e l e v a t i o n s .  Plassive rock o u t c r o p s ,  b l u f f s ,  and c l i f i s  
a re  a l s o  p r e s e n t .  Z l e v a t i o n  r anges  from 2,700 f e e t  t o  7,000 f e e t .  

V e g e t a t i o n  t y p e s  i n c l u d e  mountain hemlock, b e a r  g r a s s ,  and c e d a r  a long  t h e  
s t r e a a  c o u r s e s .  P a t c h e s  of  l a r c h ,  g rand  f i r ,  w h i t e p i n e ,  and D o u g l a s - f i r  
a r e  a i s o  found. 

The ecosystems r e p r e s e n t e d  i n  t h e  a r e a  i n c l u d e  Viestern Ponderosa F o r e s t ,  
Doug las - f i r  F o r e s t ,  and Western Spruce F i r  F o r e s t .  

Except f o r  t h e  2::isL arid sou thwes t  s e c t i o n s  o f  t h e  a r e s ,  deve1opiiier;ts around 
t h e  a r e a  are niininiai. C ; i t a r ac t  i s  s e p a r a t e d  from t h e  Galena roadl .ess  a r e a  
t o  t h e  no r thwes t  by tile Vermil ion R ivc r  Road. 

Eli :  and d e e r  a1-e common t o  t h e  a r e a ,  w i t h  t h e  s o u t h  f a c e  of  t h e  a r e a  
c o n s i d e r e d  p r iL tw  wi-riter  ran::,^. The a r e a  i s  a l s o  g r i z z l y  h a b i t a t .  A 
c u t t h r o a t  t r o u t  f i s h e r y  e x i s t s  i n  t h e  lower g r a d i e n t  s t r ea lus  which a t t r a c t s  
curl-i-nt  use.  

Tile ai-ea is p r e s e n t l y  used f o r  ! iunt ing,  f i s h i n g ,  and hikin;: and i s  
c h a r a c t e r i z e d  a s  l i g h t  (1,008 RVD’s). 

11. C a p a b i l i t y  

A. N a t u r a l  I n t e g r i t y  and Appearance 

Impacts  on t h e  n a t u r a l  i n t e g r i t y  and a p p e a r a n c e  of  t h e  a r e a  i n c l u d e  
s e v e r a l  m i l e s  of  r e c r e a t i o n  h i k i n g  t r a i l  and t h e  f i r e  lookout  on Seven 
P o i n t  Mountain. There a r e  s e v e r a l  low-standard,  m i n i n g - e x p l o r a t i o n  
r o a d s  on t h e  e a s t  s i d e  o f  Seven P o i n t  Mountain,  b u t  t h e s e  a r e  j u s t  
o u t s i d e  t h e  r o a d l e s s  boundary. 
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The n a t u r a l n e s s  o f  tlic Loio p o r t i o n  h z s  bcen a l t e r c d  somrwi~at b y  
doraestic i i v e s t o c k  g r a z i n ~ .  

B. O p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  S o l i t u d e  

O p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  s o l i t u d e  a r e  v e r y  h i g h  w i t h i n  t h e  C a t a r a c t  
d r a i n a s e .  C a t a r a c t  i s  a "hanging v a l l e y "  wa te r shed  s o  even tile 1 o w t i 1 -  

reacl ies  arc  o u t  o f  s i g h t  and sound o f  the Veriiiilion C ive r  i:oad a t  tile 
mouth of  C a t a r a c t  Creek.  

S o l i t u d e  i s  less b u t  s t i l l  hi.gii i n  t h e  Seven P o i n t  : lountain a r e a ,  a,; 
c u r r e n t l y  t h e r e  i s  l i t t l e  human a c t i v i t y  i n  the a r e a .  S o l i t u d e  i s  
s i g n i f i c a n c l y  less a long  the sou thwes t  slopcs oC Water i l i l i ,  r ~ h i c l i  
f a c e s  o u t  i n t o  the busy C la rk  Fork V a l l e y .  

. .  

C. P r i m i t i v e  R e c r e a t i o n  O p p o r t u n i t i e s  

Thc re  a r c  s e v e r a l  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  p r i i i i i t i v e  recreation throug;iouc 
tiif area. Tile C a t a r a c t  Creek canyons i l r c  ::i:Liwii C o i .  t i i c i r  q u a l  i t y  
h u n t i n g  o p p o r t u n i t i c s ,  and the c r e e k  i L s e I €  provi .des  e x c e i l e i i t  Lisliiii:, 
f o r  n a t i v e  t r o u t .  Tile a l p i n 2  l a k e s  a long  t h e  Seven P o i n t  - Ve:l,iiiion 
Peak r i d z e  d o  no t  s u p p o r t  f i s i i  b u t  offei:  q u a l i t y  s e t t i n g s  f o r  cai , ip in$ 
and d a y  hiki.iig. There a r e  many miles of h i k i n g  t r n : i s  througlilout tile 
area. 

Rock c l i m b i n g  i n  tile Seven P o i n t  i ' i o u n t a i n  .area and  ruggcd c r o s s c o u n t c y  
traveL aioi ig  t h e  r i d g e s  and canyons of C a t a r a c t  Creek  o f f e r  
c h a % l e n y i n g  e x p e r i e n c e s  t o  t h e  v i s i t o r .  

D. O t h e r  F e a t u r e s  

S p e c i ~ a l  f e a t u r e s  would i n c l u d e  t h e  r e s i d e n t  e l k  herd and t h e  n a t i v e  
c u t t h r o a t  t r o u t  i n  t h e  low g r a d i e n t  s t r e a m  0 2  the C a t a r a c t  val l .ey.  

E. M a n a g e a b i l i t y  and Boundar i e s  

The C a t a r a c t  r o a d i e s s  area was i d e n t i f i e d  i n  t h e  RARE I1 i n v e n t o r y .  
The  recoouaendation a t  t h a t  time was f u r  a n o n w i l d e r n e s s  d e s i g n a t i o n  
and most of the a r e a  was a l l o c a t e d  t o  roadless  miiriageinfnt. T h u s ,  Llie 
a r e a  has  remained l a r g e l y  i n t a c t  through t i i f  i n t e r i m .  

Gross  N e t  
BsEea Bsres 

T o t a l  Acres  
Koo tena i  Acres 
Lolo Acrcs  

T o t a l  Acres 
:Coot en3 i 11c res 
L o l o  Acres  

23100 2 8000 1979  ?&RE ii E i S  
18200 18100 

9900 9900 

27700 27630 1963 Road les s  I n v .  
17 800 17700 

9900 9900 . 
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Tine 100 a c r e  p a t e n t e d  m i n i n j  claiiil i n  C a t a s a c t  Creek and t h e  e x i s t i n g  
o i l  g a s  l e a s e s  a r e  t h e  iuajor nonconforming u s e s  i n  t h e  a r e a .  

I.!uch o f  t h e  Acreage i n  t h e  Koo tena i  p o r t i o n  of  the C a t a r h c t  a r e a  i s  
w i t h i n  t h e  C a t a r a c t  d z a i n a g e  i t s e l f .  FOK t h e  most p a r t ,  t h i s  p o r t i o n  
h a s  a good boundary i n  terms of m a n a g e a b i l i t y .  The s o u t h  and e a s t  
b o u n d a r i e s  i n  t h e  Seven P o i n t  Xountain a r e a  a r c  n o t  a s  wel l  d e f i n e d  
and would p robab ly  need sone a d j u s t m e n t  t o  s t r o n g e r  topograph ic  
f e a t u r e s  t o  maice theiii more manageable.  The s i z e  of  t h e  a r e a  i s  
s u f f i c i e n t  t o  a l l o w  f o r  t h e s e  a d j u s t m e n t s  w h i l e  s t . i l l  r e t a i n i n g  t h e  
w i l d e r n e s s  r e s o u r c e .  

The Lolo p o r t i o n  of t h e  C a t a r a c t  a r e a  h a s  an i r r e g u l a r l y  shaped 
boundary whicii is n o t  w e l l  d e f i n e d  by n a t u r a l  t e r r a i n  O K  o t h e r  
i e a t u r e s .  For t h e  most p a r t ,  tlie boundary is d i f f i c u l t  t o  l o c a t e  on 
tlic ground. 

111. A v a i l a b i l i t y  

A. S i g n i f i c a n t  Resource P o t e n t i a l s  

1. 

2 .  

3 .  

4 .  

R e c r e a t i o n  

T h e  a s e a  iias t h e  p o t e n t i a l  t o  p r o v i d e  5,200 R V D ' s  of  w i l d e r n e s s  
r r c r e a t i u n .  C u r r e n t  u s e  i s  e s t i m a t e d  a t  abou t  1 ,000 I L V D ' s .  

W i l d l i f e  and F i s h  

The a i e a  c o n t a i n s  g r i z z l y  b e a r  and elk& h a b i t a t .  Impor t an t  e l k  
w i n t e r  range o c c u r s  alon6: t h e  sou th - fac ing  s l o p e s .  

C a t a r a c t  Cxeek, a p o p u l a r  s t r e a m  and t r i b u t a r y  t o  t h e  Vermil ion 

Vel-iiiilion and C ia rk  Fosk r i v e r s .  

Timber 

There a r e  'approximately 16,700 a c r e s  o f  s u i t a b L c  t imberland 
c2;,3ble of producing a t  l e a s t  20 c u b i c  f e e t  p e r  acre per y e a r  of 
t h b e r  growth. Over 901: of  t h i s  t imber l and  i s  l o c a t e d  on s l o p e s  
i n  e x c e s s  o f  5 5 %  . Road c o n s t r u c t i o n  w i l l  be  d i f f i c u l t  and 
c o s t l y  and iogg ing  wi.11. r e q u i r e  u s e  of  c a b i e  and h e l i c o p t e r  
1oggi.iig nietllods. 

M i n e r a l s  

There Z K ~ !  over  130 unpa ten ted  mining c l a i m s  i n  t h e  a r e a  ( 7 5  on 
t h e  Kootenai  and 53 on t h e  Lolo) .  'There i s  a l s o  one p a t e n t e d  
in in ins  c l a i m  on t h e  Koo tena i  b u t  i t  has n o t  been worked f o r  many 
y e a r s .  There a r e  abou t  10,700 a c r e s  of h i g h  OK v e r y  h i E l i  niinexal 
p o t e n t i a ?  i n  b o t h  p o r t i o n s  of  t h e  a r e a .  

Tl lerc  a rc  a t o t a l  of  10 o i l  and  g a s  ] .eases on a l l  p o r t i o n s  of t h e  
area .  Thc o i l .  and gas p o t e n t i a l  is c o n s i d c r e d  nioderate.  

: . i v e r ,  i s  i n  t h i s  a r ea .  a s  a r e  numerous s m a l l  t r i b u t a r i e s  t o  t h e  
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1 .  Range 

There a r e  no g r a z i n g  a l l o t m e n t s  i n  tile a r e a  arid the z r a z i i l g  
p o t e n t i a l  i s  a l l  t r a n s i t o r y  range.  

2.  C u l t u r a l  Resources  

Known h i s t o r i c  c u l t u r a l  s i t e s  i n c l u d e  3 l ookou t  a t o p  Seven Poi , ,  
i l o u n t a i n ,  as well a s  t h e  mining remains on tire p a t e n t e d  l .?nd. 
T h e  a r e a  h a s  n o t  been surveyed f o r  p i - e i i i s t o r i c  s i t e s .  Iiovever, 
based upoil s u r v e y s  i n  s i m i l a r  l o c a l e s ,  i t  i s  e s t i m a t e d  t i ta t  tile 
p r o b a b i i i t y  f o r  p r e h i s t o r i c  s i t e s  o c c u r r i n g  is low. 

3 .  Water 

Plerln a n n u a l  p r e c i p i t a t i o n  v i l r i e s  iron-, 30 t o  80 i n c h e s  dependin:: 
on e l e v a t i o n .  Runoff v a r i e s  from 8-45 inclies w i t h  t h e  S ~ I C  

e l e v a t i o n  i n f l u e n c e .  Water q u a l i t y  i n  the a r e a  i s  e x c e l l e n t  w i t h  
c o l d ,  c l e a r  streariis d u r i n g  a l i  b u t  t h e  hig:!icsc of runof f  e v e n t s .  

h 
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T a b l e  1 

t Koo tena i  LO10 Total 
Cross  . icres Ac re s 17 SO0 9900 27700 
S e t  t lcrcs  Acres 17700 9900 27600 

R e c r e a t i o n  
Seniipr ix. Noniiioto;. . R V D s  1000 7400 8400 
Xoaded i la tural .  E~VD s 0 247 50 24750 

b n z e  
S u i c a b l e  Acres Acres 9 0 0 
AWils AUPls 0 0 0 

Timber 
S u i  t 311 1 c' Ac res  Acres 9900 6 COO 16700 
S t a n d i n g  Vo1ume EIIBIF 59 51 110 

ExisLing 5 P o C e n t i a l  No. 3 0 0 
Corr ido-rs 

W i l d l i f e  - ThE 
Grizz1 .y  Bear H a b i t a t  

S i t u a t i o n  1 Acres 17200 COO0 25200 
S i t u a t i o n  2 Acres - 
S i t u a t i o n  3 Acres - 

- - 
- - 

X i l d l i f e  - Gig Game ( E l k .  Deer) 
Surnnier Range Total Acres 4500 4500 
Winter  Range T o t a l  Acres 1600 300 1900 

S p e c i a l  Uses E x i s t i n g  No. 0 0 0 

ria. 0 0 0 E.. ' . . ' , ~ s ~ i n ; :  F a c i l i t i e s  

S i g n i f i c i n t  F i s h e r i e s  
Strcain Niles Niles 4 2 

2 S treani 11ab i t a t  Acres - 
Lakes IiO. 
Lake I l n b i t a t  Acres  - - 

- - 

Ir'a t c r  D e v e  lopment s 
r:.: L h l b L  lrlg No. 0 1 

biine:.nls 
IlnrdroCk P o t e n t  i ; i l  

Very I l igh Acres 
!ligh AC K E S  

;+odeiib t e Acres 
L0.r ACES 

N i  n iiig C ::I i u s  NO. 

O i l  h Gas P o t e n t i a l  
Very I1 Lgli !>CKeS 
tIi-11 Ac res 
P!od e r a  r. e iic res 

url:<noL~Il Acres 

Leases  IJO. 

L e a s d  Acres - Acres 

Low ?ACK'?S 

O i l  L Cas L e : i s e s  

0 
so0 
400 

16200 
7 5  

0 
0 

17700 
0 
0 

6 
17700 

3300 
600 - 

- 
56 

0 
0 

9900 
0 
0 

4 
9900 

1 

9300 
1400 
400 

16200 
133 

0 
0 

27600 
0 
0 

10 
27600 
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1. 

2.  

3 .  

4. 

Land Use A u t h o r i z a t i o n s  

Tiiere ai-e no s p e c i a l  u s e s .  There a r e  e x i s t i n g  oii u sas  : C C I ~ C S .  

F i r e  

The r o a d l e s s  a r e a  was burned o v e r  i n  1510, l e a v i n g  rmch of  t h e  
a r e a  b rush  c o v e r e d ,  e s p e c i a l i y  s o u t h  f a c i n g  s l o p e s .  Gecent f i : -e  
o c c ~ r r e n c e  has  been low ( n o  f i r e s  i n  the l a s t  10 y e a r s ) .  Tile 
f u e l s  s i t u a t i o n  i s  c o n s i d e r e d  b o t h  d e n s e  and sparse  c o n i f r l - s  w i t l i  
t l i ick aiid t h i n  l a y e r s  o f  zrouud r u e i s .  

I n s e c t  and Disease 

There a r e  no matui-e s t a n d s  of lodgepo le  p i n e  s u s c e p t i b l e  t o  
Piountain P i n e  Beet le ,  no r  i s  t h e r e  i n s e c t  and d i s e a s e  a c t i v i t y  in 
t h e  a r e a .  

Non-Federal Lands 

P r i v a t e  land c o n s i s t s  o f  a 100-acre  p a t e n t e d  i.iining p r o p e r t y  
l o c a t e d  i.n C a t a r a c t  Creek. 

.. 

Need 

P r o x i m i t y  t o  Othe r  Wi lde rness  and t o  P o p u l a t i o n  C e n t e r s  

The C a t a r a c t  r o a d l e s s  a r e a  i s  abou t  10 rxi1.e~ soutii u i  the r x i s t i l i i :  
Cab ine t  Piountains Wi lde rness .  The C a b i n e t s  a r e  now g e t t i n 2  inore than  
1S,OOO XVD’s per  y e a r  and t h i s  u s e  is b e g i n n i n g  t o  i n c r e a s e  r a p i d i . y .  

The C a c a r a c t  a r e a  i s  approxiiixitely 125 m i l e s  ironun b o t h  Hissou:.a, 
klontana and the Spokane, Washington a r e a s .  

C o n t r i b u t i o n  t o  N a t i o n a l  Wi lde rness  P r e s e r v a t i o n  System 

T h i s  a r e a  i s  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  of the Cabinet’Yaak G r i z z l y  Bear Ecosystem 
which i s  uncoirmon i.n t h e  e x i s t i n g  w i l d e r n e s s  systeni.  

P u b l i c  Interest  

P u b l i c  o p i n i o n s  s o L i c i t e d  d u r i n g  the MEX I i n v e n t o r y  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  
t h e  p e o p l e ,  a t  t h e  t i m e ,  wanted t h e  a r e a  t o  remain r o a d l e s s  and SOIW 

were i n  f a v o r  o f  a w i l d e r n e s s  d e s i g n a t i o n .  

Comments r e c e i v e d  d u r i n g  tile U n i t  P l a n  p r o c e s s  i n d i c a t e d  some s u p p o r t  
f o r  w i l d e r n e s s  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  b u t  t h e  r e sponse  was n o t  l a r g e .  

During the RARE I1 p u b l i c  review p e r i o d ,  o v e r  3 ,100  p e o p l e  commented 
on t h e  a r e a .  A n a l y s i s  r e v e a l e d  a d i v i d e d  o p i n i o n ;  54% opposed and 
43% favored  w i l d e r n e s s  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n .  RAKE I 1  recommended 
non-wi.lderness.  The Montana Wi lde rness  A s s o c i a t i o n ‘ s  A l t e r n a t i v e  “I?‘ 
(1978)  recommended t h a t  the a r e a  b e  w i l d e r n e s s .  
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V. A l t e r n a t i v e s  and Environmental  Consequences 

A. Management P r e s c r i p t i o n  Assignment by A l t e r n a t i v e  

E lu l t i p i e  u s e  management p r e s c r i p t i o n s  were grouped i n t o  c a t e g o r i e s  
(aanagernent emphases) which have s i m i l a r  impacts  on t h e  w i l d e r n e s s  and 
r o a d l e s s  r e s o u r c e s .  Tine f o l l o w i n g  t a b l e  d i s p l a y s  how t h e  r o a d l e s s  
a r e a  a c r e a g e  was d e s i g n a t e d  i n  each  a l t e r n a t i v e .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  t h e  
summary o f  nanaL;ernent emphasis f u r t h e r  d e f i n e s  t h e  r a t e  of  development 
t h a t  i s  e x p e c ~ e d  t o  occur  i n  some a l t e r n a t i v e s  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  f u t u r e  
d i s p o s i t i o n  a f  the i n v e n r o r i e d  r o a d l e s s  a r e a .  



rable 2. Management Emphasls by Alternat lve for  Rmdless Area. Kwtsnal and Lo10 Natlonal Forests. 

Kmtenal Natlonal Forest 
Lolo Natlonal F w e s t  

v 
Noow11dorms5 IRoadIess) 

Recreation, Vlerlng, 
Hlnlnun Use Ares 

P r  1.1 t I”e/se.lpr lrnlt I V B  

Kwtenal:  
Lo lo  NF: 

Wonrlldemers I* De”.) 
819 G a m  Wlnter Range 

Nonrl lderners IOsvsloped) 

Kmtenal: 
Lo lo  NF: 

Tlmber Harvest Wlth 
W l l d l l f e  andlor 

MInImum Use Areas due t o  

RegeneratIan 
Prob I m 

v1ering Managensnt. 

steep s l o p s  or 

Kmtena 1 : 
Lolo NF: 

Wilderness 
Ret-ndsd W l  Iderne55 

Kmtenal 
L o l o  

!JammEs (H k r e s )  

A B C O E F G H I J K  L H N O  
e c c c f c b g a d d  e e e c  

11.8 10.6 10.6 10.7 
7.6 3.4 3.4 3.4 

.7 .7 .7 .7 
0 0 0 0  

5.2 6.4 6.4 6.3 
2.3 6.5 6.5 6.5 

0 0 0 0  
0 0 0 0  

3.6 10.1 0 0 13.6 13.8 13.8 9.4 11.6 11.8 17.0 
7.6 3.4 6.7 0 1.3 7.6 7.6 7.6 1.6 7.6 3.4 

.7 .7 0 0 .8 2.1 2.1 .7 .7 .7 .7 
0 0  0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0  

1.1 6.8 0 0 3.3 1.8 1.8 7.6 5.4 5.2 0 
2.3 6.5 3.2 0 8.6 2.3 2.3 2.3 2.3 2.3 6.5 

12.3 0 17.7 17.7 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
0 0  0 9 . 9  0 0 0 0 . 0  0 0 

S u m r y  of Wanagsmnt Enphasls: 

Nmalldernesr 
n w d a e d - m  

Kmtena I : 0 0 0 0 0 0  0 0  0 0 0 1 . 0  0 0 0 
Lo10 NF: 0 0 0 0 0 0  0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0  - 

Kmtena I : 5.2 6.4 6.4 6.3 1.1 6.8 0 0 3.3 1.8 1.8 7.6 5.4 5.2 .7 
LO10 M: 2.3 6.5 6.5 6.5 2.3 6.5 3.2 0 8.6 2.3 2.3 2.3 2.3 2.3 6.5 

BQudlss-  w 
Kmtenai: 17.7 17.7 17.7 17.7 17.7 17.7 0 0 17.7 17.7 17.7 16.7 17.7 17.7 17.7 

LO10 NF: 0 0 0 0 0 0  0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0  - 
Kmtenal: 11.8 10.6 10.6 10.7 3.6 10.1 0 0 13.6 13.8 13.8 9.4 11.6 11.8 17.0 

Lolo NF: 7.6 3,4 5.4 3.4 7.6 3.4 6.7 0 1.3 7.6 7.6 7.6 7.6 7.6 3.4 

Rec-nded 111 I derness 
Kmtenal 0 0 0 0 1 2 . 3  0 17.717.7 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Lolo NF 0 0 0 0 0 0  0 9 . 9  0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Total Acres - Kmtenal 17.7 17.7 17.7 17.7 17.7 17.7 17.7 17.7 17.7 17.7 17.7 17.7 17.7 17.7 17.7 
Total k r e s  - L o l o  9.9 9.9 9.9 9.9 9.9 9.9 9.9 9.9 9.9 9.9 9.9 9.9 9.9 9.9 9.9 

Total Acrt)s<ataract 27.6 27.6 27.6 27.6 27.6 27.6 27.6 27.6 27.6 27.6 27.6 27.6 27.6 27.6 27.6 
........................................................................................... 



B. Impacts  

1. D e s i g n a t i o n :  Wi lde rness  
Management Emphasis: Wi lde rness  
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The C a t a r a c t  r o a d l e s s  a r e a  i s  recommended f o r  w i l d e r n e s s  i n  i t s  
e n t i r e t y  i n  A l t e r n a t i v e  1.1. A l t e r n a t i v e s  E and G reconmiend 12,300 
( 4 4 X )  and 17,700 a c r e s  ( G 4 2 )  of w i l d e r n e s s  r e s p e c t i v e l y .  The 
w i l d e r n e s s  reconmendat ions i n  A l t e r n a t i v e s  E and G a r e  l o c a t e d  on 
t h e  Koo tena i  p o r t i o n  of  t h e  a r e a .  There a r e  n o  s p e c i f i c  
g r o u n d - d i s t u r b  ing management a c t i v i t i e s  a s s o c i a t e d  w i  t 'n 
w i l d e r n e s s  a r e a s  a l t h o u g h  the e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of  t h e s e  a r e a s  may, 
i n  i t s e l . f ,  have e f f e c t s  on o t h e r  r e s o u r c e s  and u s e s .  

Wi lde rness  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  w i l l  p r e s e r v e  t h e  existin::  v i  l d e r n e s s  
c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  of  t h e  a r e a .  The n a t u r a l n e s s  will be ma in ta ined  
a s  w i l l  t h e  h i g h  d e g r e e  of s o l i t u d e  o f f e r e d  w i t h i n  t h e  C a t a r a c t  
d r a i n a g e .  The q u a l i t y  r o a d l e s s  h u n t i n g  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  a v a i l a b l e  
i n  t h e  a r e a  w i l l  a l s o  b e  p r o t e c t e d .  

There 31-e abou t  16,700 a c r e s  o f  s u i t a b l e  t i m b e r  l a n d s  w i t h i n  t h e  
a r e a ,  w i t h  abou t  9900 a c r e s  l o c a t e d  i n  t h e  Xoo tena i  p o r t i o n  and 
6800 a c r e s  i n  t h e  Lolo.  A s  c a n  be  s e e n  i n  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  c h a r t ,  
a l l  16.700 a c r e s  of s u i t a b l e  t imber l and  would b e  w i t h i n  
d e s i g n a t e d  w i l d e r n e s s  i n  A l t e r n a t i v e  11, abou t  9900 a c r e s  would be 
l o c a t e d  i n  w i l d e r n e s s  i n  A l t e r n a t i v e  G ,  and a b o u t  8200 a c r e s  
would be l o c a t e d  i n  w i l d e r n e s s  i n  A l t e r n a t i v e  E. 

Acres  of S u i t a b l e  Timberland i n  Wi lde rness  ( t h o u s a n d s )  

A B C D E F G H I J K L M N O 

0 0 0 0 8.2 0 9.9 16.7 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

O p p o r t u n i t i e s  t o  manage t h e  t imber  r e s o u r c e  would be  fo regone  
e n t i r e i y  i n  A l t e r n a t i v e  H and t o  a l e s s e r  ex ten t  i n  A l t e r n a t i v e s  
E and G. 

G r i z z l y  b e a r  h a b i t a t  ( S i t u a t i o n  1 - c r i t i c a l  t o  t h e  r ecove ry  of  
t h e  s p e c i e s )  c o v e r s  p r a c t i c a l l y  t h e  e n t i r e  r o a d l e s s  a r e a .  
Wilderness  inaoageinent would p r o v i d e  s e c u r i t y  f o r  t h e  b e a r  by 
p r o h i b i t i n g  road ing  and minimizing human a c t i v i t y  i n  t h e  a r e a .  
However, i n c r e a s e s  i n  f o r a g e  through management a c t i v i t i e s  such  
a s  bu rn ing  and tiiiiuer h a r v e s t  would n o t  occur .  

O p p o r t u n i t i e s  t o  b u r n  b i g  game w i n t e r  r ange  ( a b o u t  1900 a c r e s )  
witi i  planned i g n i t i o n s  would be  fo regone .  L ikewise ,  
o p p o r t u n i t i e s  t o  c r e a t e  openings i n  b i g  game summcr r ange  would 
be p r o h i b i t e d .  
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Wi ide rness  w i l l  r e s t r i c t  t h e  e x p l o r a t i o n  f o r ,  and remova; o f ,  
m i n e r a l  r e s o u r c e s .  T h i s  a f f e c t s  about  10 ,700  a c r e s  of  land 
consi .dered h i g h  i n  mi.nera1 p o t e n t i a l .  Under t h e  Wi lde rness  A c t ,  
ttic land would be  withdrawn from m i n e r a l  e n t r y  i f  no  v a l i d  mining 
c l a i m s  e x i s t .  The ex i . s t i ng  o i l  and g a s  l e a s e s  would be  honored,  
however. I f  there i s  no d i s c o v e r y  when a l e a s e  c x p i r e s ,  then ttie 

lalid w i l i  b e  witlldrawn from m i n e r a l  l e a s i n g .  I f  v a l i d  claims 
e x i s t e d  and development o c c u r r e d ,  t h e  w i - lde rness  d e s i g n a t i o n  
c u u l d  be nega ted .  

A c t i v i t i e s  p e r m i s s a b l e  i n  wilderness, when au t i lu r i zed  by the 1964 
C l i lde rness  Act O K  w i l d e r n e s s  management ? l a m ,  ciin c o s t  more than 
a c t i v i t i e s  i i i  a r e a s  w i t h o u t  t h e  r e s t r i c t i o n s .  R e s t r i c t i o n s  app ly  
p r i m a r i l y  t o  mode of t r a n s p o r L a t i o n ,  u s e  of  chaii isnws i n  the 
v i l d e r n e s s ,  and removing s i g n s  o f  tlie i n t r u s i o n  a f t e r  p r o j e c t  
comple t ion .  Hhen p e r m i t t e d ,  a c t i . v i t i e s  such iis m i n e r a l  
e x p l o r a t i o n .  d i s e a s e  and p e s t  c o n t r o l ,  and f i r e  s u p p r e s s i o n ,  
would b e  conducted w h i l e  p r o t e c t i n g  t h e  w i l d e r n e s s  v a l u e s  which,  
i n  t u r n ,  r e q u i r e s  more t i m e ,  adhe rence  t o  more s t r i n g e n t  
r e q u i r e m e n t s ,  and more money b e i n g  s p e n t .  

S o c i a l  and economic a f f e c t s  would c e n t e r  around ti le r e s o u r c e  
v a l u e s  of r e c r e a t i o n ,  w i l d l i f e ,  w i l d e r n e s s ,  and timber. Semi- 
p r i m i t i v e  r e c r e a t i o n  a c t i v i t i e s  sucli as  h u n t i n g  i n  a r o a d l e s s  
s e t t i n g  would c o n t i n u e .  Tinlberland wou1<1 n o t  be a v a i l a b l e  a t  a11 
i n  A l t e r n a t i v e  H ,  and p a r t i a l i y  u n a v a i l a b l e  i n  A l t e r n a t i v e s  E and 
G ,  t h u s  n o t  s u p p o r t i n g  t h e  wood pi-oducts  i n d u s t r y .  Those 2ubLics  
v a l u i n g  w i l d e r n e s s  would b e  suppor t ed  by  t h i s  mnnagcment 
er.ipliasis. 

2. D e s i g n a t  i o n :  Nonwilderness  ( R o a d l e s s )  
Management Emphases: P r i m i t i v e I S e m i p r i m i t i v e  Nonmotorized 

R e c r e a t i o n ,  Viewing. Minimum Use Areas  

As c a n  b e  s e e n  i n  t l le f o l l o w i n g  c h a r t ,  a11 a l t e r n a t i v e s ,  e x c e p t  
A l t e r n a t i v e  !I, c o n t a i n  r o a d l e s s  d e s i g n a t i o n s .  There a r e  few, i f  
any,  g r o u n d - d i s t u r b i n g  management 3c t i v i t i e s  s p e c  i f  i c a 1  l y  
3 s soc i a  t e d  w i t h  unroad ed manasemen t . 
p y i m a r i l y  w i t h  d i s p e r s e d  r e c r e a t i o n  i i i c lud ing  h u n t i n g  and 
f i s h i n g .  

Ac t i v  i t i e s a re a s soc i 3  t ed 

P e r c e n t  of Road les s  Area Des igna ted  f o r  Road les s  Management 
By A l t e r n a t i v e  

A B C D E F G H I J K L PI N 0 

7 1  51 51 51 42 49 27 0 56 7 3  7 5  63 7 1  7 1  71s 

The r o a d l ~ s s  c h a r a c t e r  w i t h i n  t h e s e  cmphases will be n a i n t z i n e d  
a s  well a s  s e n i - p r i m i t i v e  r e c r e a t i o n  o p p o r t u n i t i e s .  O l d  growih 
t i inber  h a b i t a t  will a l s o  be m a i n t a i n e d  2nd g r i z z l y  h a b i t a t  ~ i l ?  
b c  p r o t e c t e d .  S e c u r i t y  f o r  b i g  game would be  m a i n t a i n e d .  The 
1.andscape would remain a s  n a t u r a l  a p p e a r i n g  b u t  tile b u i l d u p  of  
n a t u r a l  f u e l s  cou ld  i n c r e a s e  r i s k s  w i l d f i r e .  
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Like w i l d e r n e s s ,  r o a d l e s s  d e s i g n a t i o n s  requi . re  s t i f r e r  r e q u i r e n e n t s  
f o r  conduct ing  a c t i v i t i e s ,  requi rements  t h a t  a r e  des igned  t o  p r o t e c t  
t h e  q u a i i t i . e s  innei .eut  i n  a roadless  a l l o c a t i o n .  R e s t r i c t i o n s  011 

a c c e s s  and modc of t rave l .  a r c  major l i c i i t n t i o n s  f o r  coi iduct iug 
a c t i v i t i e s ,  o f t e n  malrin~; t h e  a c t i v i t y  more  expens ive  t o  accoinplish.  
Sucli a c t i v i t i e s  c a n  i n c l u d e  w i l d l i f e  and f i s h  h a b i t a t  improvements, 
iiiiiieral, o i l  and g a s  e x p l o r a t i o n / d e v e l o p m e n t ,  i n s e c t  and d i s e a s e  
c o n t r o l ,  and w i l d f i r e  s u p p r c s s i o a .  h m i n e r a l  deveiopuwiit could n e g a t e  
a r o a d l e s s  d e s i g n a t i o n .  

The  s o c i a l  and economic e f f e c t s  a r e  pr i i i iar i ly  tlic b e n e f i t s  of 
semi-prinii t i v e  r e c r e a t i o n  o p p o r t u n i  t i . es .  Timber riould n o t  be  
a v a i l a b l e  f o r  IiarvesL i o  t h e s e  entphases. 

3.  Des igna t ion:  Nonwilderness (Some Development) 
Elanagement Emphasis: 

A b o u t  3% of t h e  a r e a ,  O K  700 a c r e s ,  i s  d e s i g n a t e d  G i z  Game Winter 
Range i i i  most A l t e r n a t i v e s  except  3 and iC where 87: of t h e  a r e a ,  vi- 
2,100 a c r e s  a r e  d e s i g n a t e d ,  and in A l t e r n a t i v e s  G and  I1 where no 
r i i n t e r  range i s  d e s i g n a t e d .  T1ii.s ei~ipliasis i s  l o c a t e d  pr i innr i ly  a long  
t h e  south- fac ing  s l o p e s  looking i n t o  tlic Clark  For!; I l iver  Val ley.  The 
i n t e n t  i s  t o  manage w i n t e r  range i i a b i t a t  fo r  t h e  b e n e f i c  oi the elk 
and d e c r .  P r e s c r i b e d  burn ing  i s  t h e  primary nmnageiiient a c t i v i t y  
a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  t h i s  emphasis.  

The iiiipac t on the wi 1dei:ness and ro:~iliesr, c h a r a c t e r  would be  s h o r t  
term i n  n a t u r e .  Tlie n a t u r a l n e s s  of the area  is a l t e r e d  by the  huinan 
a c t i v i t y  of burn ing .  Ilovever, v e g e t a t i v e  regrordtli a f t e r  burnirig would 
make this  a c t i v i t y  less  a p p a r e n t  i n  t h e  long-terni. 

Impacts oil t he  t iiiiber and m i n e r a l  r e s o u r c e s  are i n s i g n i f i c a n t  i n  t h i s  
emphasis i n  t h i s  i.oadless a r e a .  

S o c i a l  and economic e f f e c t s  would b e  p r i m a r i l y  one 0 2  s u p p o r t  of those  
p u b l i c s  wlio v a l u e  t h e  wi . ldl iEe i n  t h e  a r e a .  

Big Game Winter Range 

4.  Designat ion:  Nonwilderness (Developed) 
Management Emphases: Timber Harves t  w i t h  W i l d l i f e  and/or  Viewing 

Management, Minimum Use Areas due t o  S t e e p  
S l o p e s  o r  Regenera t ion  Problems 

A l l  A l t e r n a t i v e s ,  except  A l t e r i i a t i v e  I!, d e s i g n i i t c  sone p o r t i o n  of tlie 
a r e n  t o  t h e s c  cmpliaces. They  ra i ige  Eroiii 31X of the a r e a  in 
i1lLern:icives B and C ,  25% i n  A l t e r n a t i v e  A B  10% i n  A l t e r n a t i v e  E ,  Lo 
77; i.n A L t e r w t i v e  G .  Timber h a r v e s t  and a s s o c i a t e d  a c t i v i L i . e s ,  sucli 
as road b u i l d i . n g ,  Iiavc [more a f f e c t  on the pl iys ica l  aiid b i o l o g i c a l  
eiivironriienc tliaii any of the other  f o r e s t  Iuanagemnt ac t i v i t i e s .  The 
e x t e n t  of the e f f e c t s  a re  dependent on Imaiiagcnient r e g i i w s  s e l e c t e d .  

No t i m b e r  h a r v e s t  o r  r o a d  b u i l d i n g  is scheduled  t o  take p l a c e  d u r i n g  
t h e  first decade.  
a l l  a l t e r n a t i v e s  e x c e p t  H ,  development would occur by t h e  t h i r d  decade 
w i t h  a b o u t  1 t o  2 MMBF annual  h a r v e s t ,  depending  o n  t h e  a l t e r n a t i v e .  
Anywhere from 1 t o  20 miles of road  would b e  r e q u i r e d  to h a r v e s t  t h i s  
amount, a g a i n  depending  on t h e  a l t e r n a t i v e .  

(See T a b l e  3 a t  t h e  end of t h i s  d i s c u s s i o n . )  In 



C-150 
C a t a r a c t  01665 

The w i l d e r n e s s  r e s o u r c e  and r o a d l e s s  c h a r a c t e r  of t h e  a r e a  would be 
ma in ta ined  i n  t h e  f i r s t  t e n  y e a r s  under  a l l  a l t e r n a t i v e s  b u t ,  by tiic 
f i f t h  decade ,  developmental  a c t i v i t i e s  would a l t e r  the n a t u r a l n e s s  o f  
t h e  ai'ea.  H a r v e s t  u n i t s ,  r o a d s ,  and o t h e r  e v i d e n c e  o f  development 
wouid b e  p r e s e n t  t o  r.iodi?y t h e  l andscape .  T h i s  e v i d e n c e  would bc  
h i g h l y  v i s i b l e  from Hiyhvay 200. Roading p r e c l u d e s  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  o f  
t h e  a r e a  f o r  w i l d e r n e s s  i n  t h e  long-term and r e d u c c s  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  
€ 0 1 -  p r i m i t i v e  r e c r e a t i o n  and expe r i . ences  of  s o l i t u d e .  

Timber h a r v e s t  and a s s o c i a t e d  soading cou ld  r e s u l t  i n  a r e d u c t i o i i  i n  
b i g  game c o v e r  and s e c u r i t y  i f  m i t i g a t i o n  measures  a r c  n o t  t aken .  
E i i t i g a t i o n  c a n  i n c l u d e  c l o s i n g  roads  promptly a f t e r  p r o j e c t  complct  ion 
t o  m a i n t a i n  s e c u r i t y  and s c h e d u l i n g  h a r v e s t  s o  t i i a t  Iiiciin; c o v e r  i s  
always m a i n t a i n e d .  

D c n e f i t s  t o  w i l d l i f e  from t imber  h a r v e s t  i n c l u d e  t h e  c r e a t i o n  O K  
f o r a g e .  

Timber management c a n  d i r e c t l y  a f f e c t  t h e  g r i z z l y  p o p u l n t i o n  i n  t h e  
s h o r t - t e r m  dui-iiig l o g s i n g  a c t i v i t i e s  and,  i n  t h e  long-term,  by 
p r o v i d i n g  road a c c e s s  i n t o  an a r e a .  Access i n t o  a n  a r e a  can d i s p l a c e  
t h e  bear  and i n c r e a s e  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  huinanfbear e n c o u n t e r s .  
T i m b e r  manageoient a c t i v i t i e s ,  i f  c o o r d i n a t e d  w i t h  w ; l d l i f e  needs ,  c a n  
produce p o s i t i v e  b e n e f i t s  by p roduc ing  more d e s i r e a b l e  f o r a g e  f o r  
D n r i z z l i e s  t h r o u z h  c e r t a i n  t imber  h a r v e s t  and s i t e  p r e p a r a t i o n  
p r a c t i . c e s ,  such  as  small c l e a r c u t s  and b r o a d c a s t  b u r n i n g  i n s t e a d  o f  
t r a c t o r  p i l i n g .  Roads WOu1d b e  c l o s e d  promptly upon co inp le t ion  of t h e  
a c t i v i t y .  

S o c i a l  and economic e f f e c t s  a r e  r e l a t e d  p r i m a r i l y  t o  t h e  r e s o u r c e  
v a l u e s  of  t i m b e r ,  w i l d l i f e ,  w i l d e r n e s s ,  aud r e c r e a t i o n .  The h a r v e s t  
of t imber  i s  i m p o r t a n t  t o  t h e  economic b a s e  of  c o r m u n i t i e s  i n  t h e  
F o r e s t .  Timber Erom t h e  C a t a r a c t  r o a d l e s s  a r e a  cou ld  c o n t r i b u t c  
t i m b e r  t o  tlic l o c a l  t iniber i n d u s t r y .  l iunt ing e x p f r i c n c e s  c o u l d  b e  
a l t e r e d  b e c a u s e  of t h e  change i n  t h e  roadless  s e t t i n g  t o  3. roaded 
n a t u r a l  s e t t i n a .  Road c l o s u r e s  would r e t a i n  t i le a r e a  c l o s e r  t o  i t s  
e x i s t i n g  c h a r a c t e r .  Those p u b l i c s  d e s i r i n g  w i l d e r n e s s  or r o a d l e s s  
management f o r  t h e  a r e a  would n o t  be  suppor t ed  b y  t h e s e  emphases. 
Concerns a b o u t  impac t s  on g r i z z l y  b e a r ,  b i g  game, and o t h e r  s p e c i e s  
cou ld  b e  r a i s e d  by t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  s chedu led  i n  t h e s e  emphases,  b u t  
should be  a d d r e s s e d  by t h e  e f f o r t s  t o  m i t i g a t e  t h e  impacts .  



Lolo 
Total 

Roedless Mcrss 
Kmtenel 

Lalo 
Total 

Rammtlon 
Prln./S~lprl..mMa 

Kmtenal 

Total 
LO 10. 

Tlmer 
Suitable UAcre5 

Kmtsnal 
LO IO* 

Total 

Voluas ( W F I  
Kmtenal 1 

Kmtenal 3 
Lolo* 

L O 1 0 4  

LO 101 
Kmtenal 5 

Harvest A c r o .  - W r s s  
KDotenal 1 

Kootenal 3 

Kootenal 5 

LOIO' 

Lolo+ 

~ 0 1 0 4  

Estlnated Outputs 

0 
0 
0 

11.8 
7.6 

19.4 

43 
21  
10  

5.2 
1.9 
7.1 

0 
0 

1.5 
1.7 

0 
1.7 

0 
0 

.1 
1.0 

0 
1 .o 

Table 3, ?art 3me. Decadal Outputs by Alternat lvs for Gatamid Roadless Area, Kmtenal and Lolo Natlonsl Forests. 

AI.TFRNIITIYES 
Kmtensl National Fomst A B C D  E F G H I 1 N 0 K L H  
Lo10 Natlonal Forest e c c c f c b g  a d d 0 e e c 

DEUOE 
R e c .  Wlldernoss W r e s  

Kmtenal 0 0 0 12.3 0 17.1 17.1 0 0 0 0  0 0 0 
0 0 0  0 0 0 9.9 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
0 0 0 12.3 0 11.1 21.6 0 0 0 0 0 0 0  

10.6 10.6 10.1 3.6 10.1 0 0 13.6 13.8 15.8 9.4 11.6 11.8 11.0 
3.4 3.4 3.4 1.6 3.4 6.7 0 1.3 1.6 7.6 7.6 7.6 1.6 3.4 

14.0 84.0 14.1 11.2 13.5 6.7 0 14.9 21.4 21.4 11.0 19.2 19.4 20.4 

50 42 47 52 50 53 53 33 34 34 31 44 41 68 
16 13 15 25 17 20 21 3 19 19 25 29 26 I 4  
66 55 62 7 1  67 73 74 36 53 53 56 13 67 82 

6.4 6.4 6.3 3.9 6.8 0 0 3.3 1.0 1.8 7.6 4.9 5.2 0 
6.4 6.4 6.4 1.9 6.4 3.1 0 1.9 6.4 6.4 1.9 1.9 1.9 6.4 

12.8 12.8 12.7 5.8 13.2 3.1 0 5.5 8.2 8.2 9.5 6.8 7.1 6.4 

0 0 0  0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
0 0 0  0 0 0  0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

10.0 10.0 16.0 1.5 9.0 0 0 0 0 0 9.0 10.0 22.0 0 
24.0 24.0 24.0 7.7 24.0 12.0 0 7.7 24.0 24.0 7.1 7.7 7.7 24.0 

0 0 26.0 0 3.0 0 0 22.9 0 0 20.0 5.0 0 0 
24.0 24.0 24.0 7.7 24.0 12.0 0 7.7 24.0 24.0 1.1 1.7 1.1 24.0 

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0  0 0  0 0 
0 0 0  0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

.5 .5 1.0 .1 .4 0 0 0 0 0 .4 .5  1.3 0 
3.0 3.0 3.0 1.0 3.0 2.0 0 1.0 3.0 3.0 1.0 1.0 1.0 3.0 

0 0 1.3 0 .1 0 0 1.3 0 0 1.6 .2  0 0 
3.0 3.0 3.0 1.0 3.0 2.0 0 1.0 3.0 3.0 1.0 1.0 1.0 3.0 

( I  



Kmtsnal Nat lond Forest 
Lo10 Natlanal Fwast 

A 0 C O  E F G H I J K L H N 0 
0 c c c f c b g  a d d e e B c 

ROadi OmstrYCtsd 
F l r s t  Ocade - MIles 

Kmtensl 

Total 
Lolo* 

Total Road Mllss 
Needed by F l t t h  
ocade - ut1es 

Kmtenal 

Total 
L O l d  

W l l d l l f e  - R E  
Grlrrly Bear 

Hab I t a t  &res 
IWIO a d l " l t y 1  

Kmtenal 

Total 

Wlldl l fs  - Blg Gaca 

Kmtenai 

LOlO" 

Su-r Range #Acre* 

Lolo. 
Total 

L(1nors1s 
Hardrock-Ye- Hlghl 

Hlgh Potential - 
k c e s s l b l s  Mkres 

Kmtenal 

Total 
LOW 

011 b G a r - V r y  Hlghl  
Hlgh Potentla1 - 
k c e S S l b l e  %res 

Kmtsnsl 
LO10 

Total 

f Est lmted  Outputs 

0 
0 
0 

I 
10 
1 1  

11.8 
7.6 
19.4 

3.6 
0 

3.6 

.7 

.3 
1.0 

.8 
9.6 
10.4 

0 
0 
0 

I 
35 
36 

10.6 
3.4 
14.0 

3.9 
0 

3.9 

.7 
. I  
.8 

.2 
8.4 
8.6 

0 
0 
0 

I 
35 
36 

10.6 
3.4 
14.0 

3.9 
0 

3.9 

.7 

.I 

.8 

.2 
0.4 
8.6 

0 
0 
0 

21 
35 
56 

10.7 
3.4 
14.1 

3.5 
0 

3.5 

.7 

.I 

.8 

.2 
8.4 
8.6 

0 
0 
0 

I 
10 
1 1  

15.9 
7.6 
23.5 

1.0 
0 

1.0 

.7 

.3 
I .o 

0 
8.4 
8.4 

NUT AFff.1CABi.E I N  THIS 
ROMLESS MEA 

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0  0 0 
0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0  0 0 

15 0 0 2 0 0 16 2 2 0 
35 17 0 10 35 35 IO 10 IO 35 
50 17 0 12 35 35 26 12 12 35 

10.1 17.7 17.7 13.6 13.8 13.8 9.4 11.6 11.8 17.0 
3.4 6.7 9.9 1.3 7.6 7.6 7.6 7.6 7.6 3.4 

13.5 24.4 27.6 14.9 21.4 21.4 17.0 19.2 19.4 20.4 

3.6 0 0 0 0 0 6.7 1.6 l,6 0 
0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

3.6 0 0 0 0 0 6.7 1.6 1.6 0 

.7 0 0 .8 2.1 2.1 .7 .7 .7 .7 

.I .6 0 .3 .I .I .3 .3 ,3 . I  

.8 .6 0 1.1 2.2 2.2 1.0 1.0 1.0 .8 
c) 
I 
w 
in 
N 

.2 0 0 .01 .01 .01 .2 .2 .8 0 
0.4 8.4 0 9.6 0.4 8.4 0.4 8.4 8.4 8.4 
8.6 8.4 0 9.6 0.4 8.4 8.6 8.6 9.2 8.4 





. 

C-154 
KOOTENAI & IDAHO PANHANDLE NATIONAL FORESTS 

Buckhorn Ridge 01661 S t a t e :  Montana 6 Idaho  

T o t a l  Gross  Acres: 31,600 T o t a l  Net Acres: 31,600 

22,000 K o o t e n a i  ---------- 22,000 
Idaho Panhandle  ------- 9,600 Idaho  Panhandle  --- 9,600 
K o o t e n a i  _-_______-____ 

I .  D e s c r i p t i o n  

The Uucknorn Ridge r o a d l e s s  a r e a  i s  l o c a t e d  a long  t h e  Idaho-Montana b o r d e r ,  
a long  t h e  d i v i d e  between t h e  Moyie and Yaak R i v e r s ,  i n  t h e  n o r t h w e s t  c o r n e r  
uf the  F o r e s t .  P a r t  of  t h e  a r e a  ( a b o u t  9,600 a c r e s ) ,  e x t e n d s  i n t o  t h e  
Idaho Panhandle  N a t i o n a l  F o r e s t  ( s e e  map). T h e  s o u t h e r n  s e c t i o n  is  fo rxed  
by  Newton Ridge w h i l e  t h e  n o r t h e r n  s e c t i o n  i s  formed by t h e  Spread Creek 
Road, which d i v i d e s  t h i s  r o a d l e s s  a r e a  from t h e  Northwest Peaks r o a d l e s s  
a r e a  t o  t h e  n o r t h .  Access i s  a v a i l a b l e  from s e v e r a l  roads  ending i n  t r a i l s  
o f f  o f  t h e  Yaak Road (No. 5 0 8 ) ,  p n r t i c u l a r l y  P i n e  C r & ,  F o u r t h  of J u l y  
Creek,  Headow Creek ,  I l e l l r o a r i n g  Creek,  and Spread Creek.  

The  geography and topography a r e  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  by a h i g h  e l e v a t i o n  
r i d g e l i n e  (6,500 f e e t  e l e v a t i o n )  w i t h  b r o a d ,  open, g r a s s y  s i d e s l o p e s  and 
t imbered b a s i n s  d i v i d e d  by s p u r  r i d g e s .  The a r e a  i n c l u d e s  headwater  a r e a s  
f o r  P i n e ,  Headow. i k l l r o a r i n g ,  Red Top and Spread Creeks of t h e  Koo tena i  
N a t i o n a l  F o r e s t  and Deer Creek of  t h e  Idaho  Panhandle .  

The a r e a  is surrounded by some developments ,  e s p e c i a l l y  r o a d s  and 
c l e a r c u t s .  

The a r e a  c o n t a i n s  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  of  t h e  Cedar Remlock P i n e  F o r e s t  and 
& s t e r n  Spruce F i r  F o r s s t  ecosystems.  

The a r e a  c o n t a i n s  g r i z z l y  h a b i t a t ,  though t h e  e x t e n t  and u s e  i s  n o t  known. 
The r i d g e t o p  h i k i n g  e x p e r i e n c e  i s  a n o t h e r  of  t h e  area 's  a t t r a c t i o n s .  

T h e  a r e a  p i - e s c n t l y  r e c e i v e s  r e c r e a t i o n  u s e  i n  t h e  form of h u n t i n g ,  c r o s s  
c o u n t  ~ ' y  s k i i n g ,  h i k i n g ,  snovmiobi I in8 and n a t u r e  photography.  Approxiinate l y  
600 W D ' s  a n n u a l l y  a r e  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  t h e  a r e a .  

11. C a p a b i l i t y  

A. N a t u r a l  I n t e g r i t y  and Appearance 

There ai-c many m i l e s  o f  r e c r e a t i o n  t r a i l s  withi .n the  Xou tena i  p o r t i o n  
u f  t h e  a r e a  wiiicl: c o n s t i t u t e s  t h e  o n l y  s i g n i f i c a n t  iliaiimade f e a t u r e  
:iCLectiii$ t h c  n a t u r a l  i n t e g r i t y  and appea rance .  O n  t h e  Idaho  
Panhandle s i d e ,  iioiqevcr, s ig i i s  of  p a s t  f i r e  and subsequen t  g r a z i n g  a n d  
::alvai;e h a r v e s t  a r e  v i s i . b i e .  Numerous wining r ema ins ,  t a i l i n g s ,  
a d i t s ,  aud c a b i n s  a r e  a l s o  p r e s e n t .  

. 
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B. O p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  S o l i t u d e  Buckhorn Ridge 01661 

O p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  s o l i t u d e  v a r y  th roughou t  t h e  a r e a .  Thci:c 21-2 ianny 
p l a c e s  a long  t h e  t r a i l s  and w i t h i n  t h e  r i d z e t o p  meadows i.lhere ruads  
and c l e a r c u t s  are h i g h l y  v i s i b l e  j u s t  o u t s i d e  t h e  a r e a  bouiidary. 
These developed a r e a s  r e c e i v e  v e r y  l i t t l e  u s e  however, s o  t h e  l o s s  of 
s o l i t u d e  i s  p r i c i a r i l y  j u s t  t h e  v i s u a l  impacts  t hemse lves .  Most of t h e  
s i d e  draws and upper s p r u c e  b a s i n s  remainii tg i n  t h e  a r e a  ai-e 
we l l - t imbered ,  producing good s o l i t u d e .  Sounds a l o n g  ti;e Ueer C i - e e ~  
road on tile Idaho Panhaildie s i d e  c a n  b c  heard from t h e  r c d g e t o p s .  

C. P r i m i t i v e  R e c r e a t i o n  O p p o r t u n i t i e s  

A s  one  o f  the l o n g e r  s t r - e t c h e s  of open g r a s s y  r i d g e  on the Forest : ; ,  
t h e  1:uckhorn i:j.dge ai-ea p r o v i d e s  many o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  p r i m i t i v e  
r e c r e a t i o n .  It now recei .ves  use  fror.1 a r c h e r y  and r i f l e  h u n t e r s ,  
l i i .kers,  s k i e r s ,  and p h o t o g r a p h e r s .  

T h e  most un ique  c h a l l e n g e  Buckhorn Ridge o f f e r s  i s  its r e l a t i v e l y  

i n c l u d i n g  b l a c k  b e a r ,  i s  3 1 5 0  c o n s i d e r e d  a c h a l l e n g e  by  many. 
g r e a t  l e n g t h  i.n t e rms  of hikin:; o r  s k i i n g .  I h n t i n g  b i g  game a i i i r '  l I J L 1 ; .  ' I '  

D. O t h e r  F e a t u r e s  

S p e c i a l  f e a t u i - e s  i n c l u d e  g r i z z l y  b e a r s  and a s s o c i a t e d  s u b a l p i n e  
h a b i t a t s .  

There i s  some h i s t o r i c a l  ev idence  o f  o l d  lookou t  s t a t i o n s  on Newton 
and Red Top Xoun ta ins .  

2. M a n a g e a b i l i t y  and Boundar i e s  

The Buckhorn Ridge a r e a  was i n v e n t o r i e d  d u r i n g  RARE 11. The a r e a  was 
recommended f o r  a n o n w i l d e r n e s s  d e s i g n a t i o n  b u t  e s s e u t i a l l y  managed a s  
r o a d l e s s  i n  t h e  Un i t  P l a n  d e s i g n a t i o n s .  As s u c h ,  che a r e a  h a s  b e e n  
inaintained and,  i n  f a c t ,  e n l a r g e d  w i t h  t h e  i i t c l u s i o n  o f  a d d i t i o n n !  
i-oad less a c r e s .  - IicLhxs 

T o t a l  A C W S  8500 8500 1979 IURE 11. EIS 
:< oo t eiia i Ac r e s  3000 3000 
Idaho Panhand l e  Acres  5500 5500 

T o t a l  Ac;es 31600 31600 1983 Eoad les s  Iiiven 
Koo tena i  Acres  22000 22000 
Idaho Panhand le  Acres  9600 9600 

The nonconforming u s e s  a r e  t h e  e x i s t i n g  o i l  5 g a s  Leases.  

The Buckhorn Ridge r o a d l e s s  a r e a  h a s  a long boundary r e l a t i v e  t o  i t s  
s i z e ,  d u e  t o  a lon; s c r p e n t i n e  c o n f i g u r a t i o n .  The m a n a g e a b i l i t y  of 
i t s  boundary i s ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  less t h a n  i d e a l ,  a l t h o u g h  f o r  t h e  most 
p a r t ,  t h e  boundary c o n s i s t s  of c l e a r c u t s  a n d  road e d s e s  which a r e  
i d e n t i f i a b l e  and r e c o g n i z a b l e  u n  t h e  ground. There i s  l i t t l e  t h a t  
cou id  be  done t o  iiriprove t h i s  boundary t l i a t  would n o t  a l s o  a p p r e c i a b l y  
a f f e c t  t h e  s i z e  of t h e  r o a d l e s s  ai'ea. 
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11. A v a i l a b i l i t y  

A. S i g n i f i c a n t  Resource P o t e n t i a l s  

C-156 
Buckhorn Ridge 01661 

1. 

2. 

3 .  

4 .  

R e c r e a t i o n  

About 9,450 RVD'a of  w i l d e r n e s s  r e c r e a t i o n  p e r  y e a r  cou ld  be  
provided.  The a r e a  around Hidden Lake, i n  t h e  n o r t h e r n  p a r t  of  
t h e  a r e a ,  r e c e i v e s  some snowmobile u s e .  C u r r e n t  t o t a l  r e c r e a t i o n  
u s e  i s  e s t i m a t e d  t o  be  600 RVD's p e r  y e a r .  

W i l d l i f e  and F i s h  

T h e  a r e a  c o n t a i n s  g r i z z l y  h a b i t a t ,  mule deer  and e l k  suminel' 
r a n g e ,  and some imoose h a b i t a t .  The  a r e a  around Newton Ridge 
c o n t a i n s  w i n t e r  ran;e on t h e  lower sou th - fac ing  s l o p e s .  

Tlie f i s h  r e s o u r c e  i s  suppor t ed  by t h e  headwa te r s  o f  H e l l r o a r i n g ,  
Sp read ,  North Fork >lendow, South Fork Meadow, and Red Top Creeks 
and a r e  a11 t r i b u t a r i e s  t o  t h e  Yank R ive r  which s u p p o r t s  ra inbow, 
c u t t h r o a t ,  and brook t r o u t .  P i n e  Creek ,  a brook t r o u t  s t r e a n ,  
h a s  numerous t r i b u t a r i e s  w i t h i n  t h e  a r e a  boundary. Hidden Lake, 
a c u t t h r o a t  f i s h e r y ,  i s  a l s o  i n  t h i s  r o a d l e s s  a r e a .  

M i n e r a l s  

,dinin;; c l a i m s  a r e  p r e s e n t  on b o t h  t h e  Roo tena i  and Idaho 
Paniiandie p o r t i o n s  o f  t h e  area a l t h o u g h  t h e  p o t e n t i a l  i s  r a t e d  as  
eloderate t o  low. There a r e  seven   oil^ and g a s  l e a s e s  and t h e  o i l  
and g a s  potent ia! .  is c o n s i d e r e d  moderate .  

Timber 

Tiiere a r e  15,000 a c r e s  o f  t imber l and .  Most of  th is  t imber l and  i s  
l o c z t e d  on :;:.opes g r e a t e r  t h a n  40% ( h a l f  i s  l o c a t e d  on s l o p e s  
g:rrate:- t han  5 5 : ; ) .  "ad c o n s t r u c t i o n  w i l l  be  d i f f i c u l t  3nd 
c o s t i y .  Logg,ing w i l l  r e q u i r e  t h c  u s e  of c a b l e  and h e l i c o p t e r  
y a r d i n g  ne thods .  

\ ,  

8. Other  Resources  

1. 

2 .  

C u l t u r a l  Resource 

C u l t u r a l  r e s o u r c e  p o t e n t i a l  f o r  p r e i i i s t o r i c  s i t e s  i s  c o n s i d e r e d  
low, based on s u r v e y s  donc i.n s i i n i l a r  a r e a s .  Xnown h i s t o r i c  
s i t e s  i n c l u d e  f o u r  former l o o k o u t s ,  a F o r s t  S e r v i c e  work 
c a m p s i t e ,  :I guard s t a t i o n  on P i n e  C r e e k ,  a n d  s e v p r a l  mini.ng 
ad iLs .  

Water 

P l s 3 i i  annua l  p r e c i p i t a t i o n  for t h e  a r e a  v a r i e s  between G S  and 80 
i n c h e s ,  dependiiv:: on e l e v a t i o n .  Runoff v a r i c s  bctween 45-65 
i n c h e s ,  v a r y i n g  by e l e v a t i o n ,  w i t h  most of t h i s  amouiit a p p e a r i n g  
a s  s t r eamf low i.n Apri l -June.  The w a t e r  q u a l i t y  i s  r a t e d  h i g h ,  
even d u r i n g  t h e  peak runof f  p e r i o d s .  
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T a b l e  1 

t Kootenai Idaho  P-le Total 
9600 31600 
9600 3 1600 

Gross Acres 
iict Acres 

Acres  
Acres 

22000 
22000 

Eec rea  t i o n  
Semiprim. Nonmotor. RV3s 
Roadcd N a t u r a l  

ilange 
S u i t a b l e  ilcrcs AC Kr6 
f\U>iS AUPls 

Timber 
T e n  t a t  i v e  S u i t e b  l e  Acres  
S t a n d i n g  V o l u x e  N.IPiIiF 

C o r r i d o r s  
E x i s t i n g  & P o t e n t i a l  No. 

I l ’ i l d i i f e  - T1.E 
G r i z z l y  Bear H a b i t a t  

S i t u a t i o n  1 Acres 
S i t u a t i o n  2 Acres 
S i t u a t i o n  3 Acres 

Surmer Ranse T o t a l  Acres 
Winter  Range T o t a l  Acres  

l d i l d l i f e  - Big Gai:ie ( E l k ,  Deer) 

S p e c i a l  Uses E x i s t i n g  ?lo. 

?Io. I;.. ’ ... I S  L i ng  Fac i l i  t i s s  

C ’  L) Lzni f i c a n t  F i s h e r i e s  
S t rean  Niles Xiies 
S t r e a n  I l a b i t a c  Acres  
Lakes  xo . 
Lake Habi taL Acres  

Ida t c r  Developments 
Ex i s  t ing No. 

k 4  i n e r a 1 s 
Hard rock Po t e n t  i a  1 

High Acres  
Mod era t e Acres 
Low Acres  

Very lligh Acres  

C!ini.ng Claims XO.  

Oil b Gas P o t e n t i a l  
Very l l i j h  Ac re5 
Ifigh Acres  
Hod er a t e Acres 
Low Acres 
Unknown Acres 

Leases  No. 
Leased Acres Acres 

O i l  1. Cas L e n s e s  

600 

0 
0 

10600 
6 9  

0 

22000 
0 
0 

14000 
1300 

0 

0 

0 
0 
0 
0 

0 

- 
- 

300 
21700 

10 

- 
- 

22000 - 
- 

7 
5700 

4 604 
31  37 

0 0 
c 0 

4 40 0 15000 
11  80 

0 0 

5700 27700 
3 SO0 3 800 

- 14000 
- 1300 

C 0 

0 0 

0 0 
0 0 
0 0 
0 0 

0 0 

- 
- 
- 

9600 
45 

- 
300 

31300 
55 

7 
5700 
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1 .  Land Use A u t h o r i z a t i o n s  

The re  a r e  no s p e c i a l  u s c s  b u t  some o i l  h g a s  leases e x i s t .  

2. F i r e  

Tiie a r e a  has had moderatc  f i r e  o c c u r r e n c e s .  The f u c l s  s i t u a t i o n  
i s  predominant ly  d e n s e  c o n i f e r  w i t h  downed woody m a t e r i a l s  a s  
ground f u e l s  on t h c  lowcr s l o p e s  and l i g h t  2,i-ound f u e l s  on t h e  
upper s l o p e s  and b a r r e n  r i d g e s .  

3 .  I n s e c t  and D i s e a s e  

Except f o r  S O M  p a t c h e s  of  tiiature lodgepo le  i n  tiic upper r e a c h e s  
of I.learluw Creek and Red T o p  Creek ,  t h e  i n s e c t  and d i s e a s e  
s i t u a t i o n  i s  s t a b l e  w i t h  no a c t i v i t y  p r e s e n t l y  o c c u r r i n g .  

4. Non-Federal Lands 

There c r e  no p z i v a t e  l a n d s .  

I V .  Need 

A. 

B. 

C. 

P rox imi ty  t o  Other Wi lde rness  and t o  P o p u l a t i o n  Centers 

The Buckiiorn Xidge roadless a r e a  i.s a p p r o x i m a t e l y  25 a i r  m i l e s  froiii 
t h e  Cab ine t  ; l oun ta ins  Wilderness  which is r e c e i v i n g  i n c r e a s i n g l y  heavy 
u s e  i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  m i n e r a l s  c x p l o r a t i o n .  

Bucki;orn Ridge i s  onc o f  tlie c j o s e s t  Koo tena i  r o i i d l c s s  a r e a s  t o  Cueur 
d ' A l c n c ,  Idaiio and Spo:ksne, Washington m e t r o p o i i t a n  a r e a s .  

C o n t r i b u t i o n  t o  N a t i o n a l  Wi lde rness  P r e s e r v a t i o n  System 

This a r e a  i s  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  oE t h e  Cabinet-Ynak G r i z z l y  Cear Ecosystem 
which i s  uncommon i n  tile e x i s t i n g  w i l d e r n e s s  system. I n  e x i s t i n g  
w i l d e r n e s s  w i t h i n  t h c  k m e d i a t e  a r e a ,  t h e r e  i s  v e r y  l i t t l e  
r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  of t h e  S e n t l e ,  g r a s s y ,  and c x t e n s i v e  r i d g e s  iouud i n  
t h e  Buckhorn a rea .  Host t e r r a i n  i.n e x i s t i . n g  w i l d e r n e s s  i s  s t e e p ,  
rocky ,  b a r r e n  r i d g e s  o r  h e a v i l y  cove red  w i t h  t ree  growth. 

P u b l i c  I n t e r e s t  

. 1-eviuuu p u b l i c  i n p u t  on tile Buckhorn a r e a  was obtained f r o i n  the PdUlC 
11 s t u d y  and t h e  i:ock Candy-Lick klouirtain U n i t  P l a n  d u r i n g  t h e  U n i t  
P181 in in~ ;  p r o c e s s .  Over 2100 r e sponden t s  addres sed  t h c  Buck:lorn a r e a  
d u r i n g  t h c  %?RE LI p u b l i c  revicw p e r i o d  w i t h  abou t  892 opposed t o  
wi.ldi:rnc?:s f o r  the a r e a .  1'AI?E 11 recotmended non-wilderness .  

-1 



C-159 
Buckhorn Ridge 01661 

There h a s  n o t  been any c o n c e r t e d  e f f o r t  b y  any iiiajor propozenc o i  
wilder l ies6  towards t h e  Duckhoi-ri Rirlge a r e a  s p r c i  f i c a l l y .  

The asea  i s  p l - c s e n t l y  used f o r  road le s s  1 o i : ~ s  of r e c r e a t i o n ,  ;tunCili:,, 
n a t u r e  pliotograptiy, h i k i n g ,  skiing, e t c .  

V. A l t e r n a t i v e s  and Environmental  Consequences 

A. Management P r e s c r i p t i o n  Assignment by  A l t e r n a t i v e  

X u t t i p l e  u s e  managecent p r e s c r i p t i o n s  wesc j r o u p e d  i n t o  c a t e ; o r i u s  
(IcinnaSement ewpliases) wliicti have  sinii.lar i.r,ipacts on t h i :  r i i i d e s n ? s s  and 
r o a d l e s s   resource^. Tiie f o l l o w i n g  t a b l e  d i s p l a y s  how tlie roadie:?s 
asea a c r e a g e  W ~ I S  des ign i i t cd  i n  each a l t e r n a t i v e .  I n  a d d i  t i o n ,  tile 
summal-y u: in:ina;:cneIL~ ei: tplinsis f u r t h e r  d e f i n c s  tlie  ate of deveiopnient 
t h a t  i s  expec ted  t o  o c c u r  i n  some a l t e r n a t i v e s  a s  well a s  ciie i u t u r c  
d i s p o s i t i o n  o f  the i n v e n t u r i c d  r o a d l e s s  a r ea .  



. 

Table 2. Management Emphosls by Alternat lrs for R0adlel.i #rea , K m t a l a l  and Idaho Panhandle Natlonal Fwests. 

I W k r ~ I  

Kootenal Natlonal Fwest  A E C 0 E F G H I J K L M N 0 
Idaho Panhandle Natlonal For. 2 4 6 1 5 2 10 3 8 11 12 2 2 2 9 

v 
N M i l l d w l l L I s  (Roddl.ssl 

Recreatlon. Vlertng. 
Mlnlmun use Area5 

P r l n l t i " s / ~ l p r l . l t l " s  

KooteM I : 14.5 14.6 14.3 14.1 14.1 14.9 0 0 15.1 18.2 18.2 11.4 14.3 14.2 22.0 
Idaho Panhandle NF: 5.9 5.9 5.9 5.8 5.5 5.9 0 0 6.8 6.6 6.6 5.9 5.9 5.9 8.6 

Now! lderness (Oevelopsd) 
Tlwber Harvest WIth 

W l l d l  I fs  and/or 
Vlerlng Hanagewnt. 
Hlnlmn, Use Areas due t o  
steep slope5 or 
Regensrat Ion 
Problem 

Kmtena 1 i 1.5 1.4 7.8 7.9 1.3 7.1 0 0 6.8 3.8 3.8 10.6 7.8 1.5 0 
Idaho Panhandle NF: 3.1 3.1 3.1 3.8 4.1 3.1 0 0 2.8 3.0 2.9 3.1 3.7 3.1 1.0 

W11dermss 
Rec-nded Wilderness 

Kaotenal 0 0 0 0 0 0 22.0 22.0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Idaho Panhandle 0 0 0 0 0 0 9.6 9.6 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 ..................................................................................................................................................... 

SuPcary of Manapsent Emphasis: 

Nonrlldsrnesr 
DEmkaed--: 

KooteMI: 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Idaho Panhandle W: 2.9 3.9 3.2 3.5 2.2 2.9 0 0 1.0 .I .2 2.9 2.9 2.9 .9 

DaMdaA 
Kootena I : 1.5 1.4 7.8 1.9 1.3 0 0 0 6.8 3.8 3.8 10.6 7.8 1.5 0 

Idaho Panhandle NF: 6.8 1.1 7.4 1.0 1.3 6.8 0 0 3.4 2.6 3.5 6.8 6.8 6.8 3.6 
c) 
I 

& d k . S -  Qf6adsA c.l 
Kootenal : 22.0 22.0 22.0 22.0 22.0 22.0 0 0 22.0 22.0 22.0 22.0 22.0 22.0 22.0 0 

Idaho Panhandle NF: 6.7 5.1 6.4 6.1 1.4 6.7 0 0 8.6 9.5 9.4 6.7 6.7 6.7 8.7 0 
QBc&..z: 

Idaho Panhandle W: 2.8 2.5 2.2 2.6 2.3 2.8 0 0 6.2 1.0 6.1 0 0 0 6.0 
Kmtenal: 14.5 14.6 14.3 14.1 14.1 22.0 0 0 15.1 18.2 18.2 11.4 14.3 14.5 22.0 

R-nded W 1 I derness 
Kmtensl 
Idaho Panhandle NF 

0 0 0 0 0 0 22.0 22.0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
0 0 0 0 0 0 9.6 9.6 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Total Acres - Kootltnal 22.0 22.0 22.0 22.0 22.0 22.0 22.0 22.0 22.0 22.0 22.0 22.0 22.0 22.0 22.0 
Total Acres - Idaho Panhandle 9.6 9.6 9.6 9.6 9.6 9.6 9.6 9.6 9.6 9.6 9.6 9.6 9.6 9.6 9.6 

Total Acres - Buckhorn Rldge 31.6 31.6 31.6 31.6 31.6 31.6 31.6 31.6 31.6 31.6 31.6 31.6 31.6 31.6 31.6 
..................................................................................................................... 
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The Buckhorn Ridge a r e a  i s  d e s i g n a t e d  w i l d e r n e s s  i n  i t s  e n t i r e t y  i n  
A l t e r n a t i v e s  G and 11 (bo th  Kootena i  and Idaho p o r t i o n s ) .  No o t h e r  
a l t e r n a t i v e  recommends w i l d e r n e s s  f o r  t h e  a r e a .  There a r e  no s p e c i f i c  
ground-d i s t u r b  in; inanageinen t act  i v  i t i e6 a s soc  i a t e d  w i t h  i$ I l.der!ic s s 
a r e a s  a l t h o u g h  tiie e s t a b l i s h n i e n t  of t h e s e  a r e a s  may, i n  i t s e l f ,  have 
e f f e c t s  on o t h e r  r e s o u r c e s  and uses .  

\ , ! i lderness  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  w i i l  p r e s e s v e  t h e  p r i m i t i v e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  
o f  tlie ::rea. The n a t u r a l n e s s  of the a r e a  will be ma in ta ined  a10111; i . p i i i r  
t h e  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  €01: s o l i t u d e  i n  t h e  upper  draws and s p r u c e  b a s i l l s .  
P r i x i i t i v e  r e c r e a t i o n  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  would b e  ntaxiiiiiied a s  well. a s  
p r o t e c t i o n  of old-gi-owth t imber  and a s s o c i a t e d  w i i d l i f c  i i ~ ~ b i t a c .  

There a r c  abou t  15,000 a c r e s  of s u i t a b l e  ti.nibei:land w i t h i n  tile d r e a .  
Thc f o l l o w i n g  c h a r t  d i s p l a y s  t h e  s u i t a b l e  a c r e s  t i l a t  w'ruid be  inc iuded  
i u  proposed wilderness. 

Acres of S u i t a b l e  Timberland i n  Wi lde rness  ( t h o u s a n d s )  

A B C D E F G H I J K L M N 0 

0 3 0  0 0 0 15 1 5  0 0 0 0 0  0 0  

O p p o r t u n i t i e s  t o  manage t h e  t i i i h c r  r e s o u r c e  would b e  fo regone  i n  
A l t e r n a t i v e s  G and I:, a s  would o p p o r t u n i t e s  t o  nianage b i g  gnae sunimcr 
r ange  h a b i t a t  t h rough  t r e e  removal. 

Grizzly b c a r  h a b i t a t  (Cabinet-Yaak Ecosystein; S i t u a t i o n  1 - c r i t i c a l  t o  
t h e  r ecove ry  of t h e  s p e c i e s )  c o v e r s  t h e  e n t i r e  r o o d i e s s  ai-ea.  
Mi l d e r n e s s  inanagenient would p r o v i d e  s e c u r i t y  t o  t l ie b e a r  from Luiiding 
and r e l a t e d  i n c r e a s e s  i n  human a c t i v i t y .  iiowcver, i n c r e a s e s  i n  Forage 
t l i rough t imber  h a r v e s t  o r  burnin;: would not. occur .  

Wil.derness r e s t r i c t s  o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  t i ie e x p l o r a t i o n  arid development a f  
t h e  m i n e r a l  and o i l  and gas  r e s o u r c e s .  Under t h e  : l i l i lcrness  iict, t h e  
land would b e  withdrawn ~ . K O ; L I  m i n e r a l  e n t r y  f o r  mining s i n c e  no va1i.d 
iniiiing c l a i m s  e x i s t .  The e n t i r e  a r e a s  i s  c o n s i d e r e d  t o  have moderate  
o i l  and g a s  p o t e n t i a l ,  w i t h  7 l e a s e s .  Thz e x i s t i n g  o i l  and g a s  l e a s e s  
would be  honored. I f  t h e r e  is n o  d i s c o v e r y  when a i c a s e  e x p i r e s ,  chen 
the land w i l l  b e  withdrawn iron: m i n e r a l  l e a s i n g .  

A c t i v i t i e s  p e r m i s s a b l e  i n  w i l d e r n e s s ,  when a u t h o r i z e d  by t h e  1964 
Wilde rness  Act o r  w i l d e r n e s s  management p l a n s ,  caii c o s t  inore tiiau 
a c t i v ~ t i e s  i n  a r e a s  w i t h o u t  t h e  r e s t r i c t i o n s .  R e s t r i c t i o n s  a p p l y  
p r i m a r i i y  t o  inode o f  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n ,  u s e  of cha insaws  i n  t h e  
wilderness ,  a n d  removing s i g n s  of rlie i n t r u s i o n  a f t e r  p r o j e c t  
conipiet ion.  Wlien p e r m i t t e d ,  a c t i v i  c i e s  sucli a s  iiiiiieral e x p l o r a t i o n ,  
d i s e a s e  and p e s t  c o n t r o l ,  and Eire s u p p r e s s i o n ,  would be  conducted 
w h i l e  p r o t e c t i n g  t h e  w i l d e r n e s s  v a l u e s  which, i n  t u r n ,  r e q u i r e s  inore 
time, adhe rence  t o  more s t r i n g e n t  r e q u i r e n e n t s ,  and more money b e i n g  
s p e n t  on t h e  p r o j e c t .  

" 
i 
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S o c i a i  znd economic e f f e c t s  would c e n t e r  aroilnd t h e  ' r e soa rce  v a l L e s  of 
p r i m i t i v e  r e c r e a t i o n ,  w i l d l i f e ,  w i l d e r n e s s ,  and t imber .  S e m i p r i m i t i v e  
r e c r e a t i o n  a c t i v i t i e s  such a s  h u n t i n g  i n  a roadLess  s e t t i n g  would 
c o n t i n u e .  Tiwberland would n o t  be a v a i l a b l e  i n  A l t e r n a t i v e s  G and 11, 
t h u s  no t  s u p p o r t i n g  t h e  wood p r o d u c t s  i n d u s t r y .  Those p u b l i c s  v a l u i n g  
w i l d e r n e s s  would be  s u p p o r t i v e  of  t h i s  management esipliasis. 

2. D e s i g n a t i o n :  Nonwilderness ( R o a d l e s s )  
Management Emphases: P r i m i t i v e  R e c r e a t i o n ,  S e m i p r i m i t i v e  

Nonmotorized R e c r e a t i o n ,  Viewing, and 
L imi t ed  Use Areas 

Thc amoent of n o n w i l d e r n e s s / r o a d l e s s  manngement i n  t h e  Euckhorn Ridge 
r o a d l e s s  a r e a  i s  dependent  on the g o a l s  and o b j e c t i v e s  f o r  a p a r t i c u l a r  
a l t e r n a t i v e .  The i o l l o w i n g  c h a r t  shows t h e  p e r c e n t  d e s i g n a t e d  r o a d l e s s  
miinagci~ient i n  each a 1  t e r n a t  ive .  

P e r c e n t  o f  Roadless  Area Des igna ted  Road les s  Management 
By A l t e r n a t i v e  

A B C D E F G H x J K L M N 0 

6 4  6 4  63 62 63 65 0 0 6 9  7e 7 8  54 63 6 4  96 

I'1ieL-e A r e  few, i f  any,  g r o u n d - d i s t u r b i n g  management a c t i v i t i e s  
s p e c i f i c a l l y  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  r o a d l e s s n e s s .  
pr imaLily w i t h  d i s p e r s e d  r e c r e a t i o n ,  h i k i n g ,  and h u n t i n g ,  a l o n g  t h e  
r i d g e 1  i n e .  

The roadless c h a r a c t e r  w i t h i n  t h e s e  emphases w i l l  bc: ma in ta ined  a s  we l l  
a s  t h e  seii i i-prii : i i t ive r e c r e a t i o n  o p p o r t u n i t i e s .  Old-growtli t intber 
h a b i t a t  v i 1 1  a l s o  be main ta ined  and g r i z z l y  h a b i t a t  will b e  p r o t e c t e d .  
S rcu r iLy  f o r  b i g  gmie would b e  m a i n t a i n e d .  

Like w i l d e r i i e s s ,  r o a d l e s s  d e s i s n a t i o n s  r e q u i r e  s t i f f e r  r e q u i r e m e n t s  f o r  
c o n J u c t i n g  a c t i v i t i e s .  r e q u i r e m e n t s  t h a t  a r e  des igned  t o  p r o t e c t  the 
q u ; i l i t i e s  i n h e r e n t  i n  a r o a d l e s s  d e s i g n a t i o n .  G c s t r i c t i o n s  on a c c e s s  
and ;:iode o f  t r a v e i  31-e iiiajor l i n t i t a t i o n s  f o r  conduct i i id  a c t i v i t i e s ,  
o f t e n  making the a c t i v i t y  more e x p e n s i v e  t o  ncccmplisii .  Such 
a c t i v i  t i c s  c a n  inc  i u d e  w i  Id l i f e  and f i s h  h a b i t a  t improvements,  m i n e r a l ,  
o i l  and g a s  exp:oration/developnient, i n s e c t  and d i s e a s e  c o n t r o l ,  and 
wi ld f i i - i .  s u p p r e s s i o n .  

The s o c i . a l  and economic e f f e c t s  a r e  p r i m a r i l y  t h e  b e n e f i t s  o f  
s ex l ip r imi t  i v e  r e c r e a t i o n  o p p o r t u n i t i e s .  

A c t i v i t i e s  a r e  a s s o c i a t e d  

3 .  Des igna t ion :  Nonwilderness (Developed) 
Management Emphases: B i g  G a m e  Winter Range Timber,  Big Game Summer 

Range Timber, W i l d l i f e  Timber, G r i z z l y  Timber, 
Timber O p t i m i z a t i o n .  Timber Viewing, Viewing 
Timber, Minimum Use Due t o  S t e e p  S l o p e s  o r  
Regene ra t ion  Problems. 

Ti:* followin,: c h r t  d i s y l a y s  t h e  p e r c e n t  of  the Juckhorn  Ridge a r e a  
a l l o c a t e d  t o  t h e s e  ci:iph3ses i n  each a l t e r n a t i v e .  
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P e r c e n t  of  Area Designated t o  Developmental  A c t i v i t i e s  
By A l t e r n a t i v e  

A B C D E F G H I 3 K L M N 0 

3 5  3 5  36 37 36 3 4  0 0 30  2 1  2 1  45 36 35  4 

Timbei-  h a r v e s t  and a s soc i . a t ed  a c t i v i t i e s ,  suck :IS ruad  b u i i d i n d ,  h a v e  inore 
a f f e c t  on tile p h y s i c a l  aiid b i o l o g i c a l  environment  than  ;,iiy u i  tile o t i i e r  
Io re sL  niann-ement a c t i v i t i e s .  The c x t e n t  o f  the  eLEccr:; ;ire dependent  on 
management regimes s e l e c t e d .  

Timber h a r v e s t  d u r i n g  t h e  f i r s t  d.ecade would occur  p r i m a r i l y  on tiif Idaho  
Panhandle  po r t i . on  o f  t h e  a r e a  a t  t h e  r a t e  of abou t  1 I!t:KF p e r  y e a r .  ( S e e  
T a b l e  3 wliicll f o l l o w s  t h i s  d i s c u s s i o n ) .  About 15 i o i l e s  of  road woul.il b c  
c o n s t r u c t e d  d u r i n g  t h e  f i r s t  decade.  No i1al-ves.t would occur  on t h e  K o o t e n J i  
p o r t i o n  u n t i l  t h e  t h i r d  decade .  Ey tlie f i f t h  d e c a d e ,  combined t imber  
p r o d u c t i o n  cou ld  r c a c h  abou t  5.0 HNBF p e r  year i n  soi!ie :.ilterncit ive!;, w i t h  ;I 

road system t o t a l l i n g  abou t  20 miles. Host h a r v e s t  would o c c u r  i n  b i g  game 
summer range h a b i t a t  which r e q u i r e s  c o o r d i n a t i o n  w i t h  w i l d l i f e  n e e d s .  (See  
T a b l e  3 ) .  

The n a t u r a l n e s s  of t h e  a r e a  w i l l  be  impacted by h a r v e s t  u n i t s ,  r o a d s ,  and 
o t h e r  e v i d e n c e  o f  human m o d i f i c a t i o n s .  A c t i v i t i e s  conducted a l o n g  t h e  sou'ch 
s l o p e s  of Newton Ridge would be  h i g h l y  v i s i b l e  from U . S .  Highway 2 .  Roading 
f o r g o e s  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  c o n s i d e r  t h e  a r e a  f o r  w i l d e r n e s s  i n  t h c  long-term 
and r educes  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  p r i m i t i v e  r e c r e a t i o n  and e x p e r i e n c e s  of 
s o l i t u d e .  

Timber h a r v e s t  and roads  cou ld  r e s u l t  i n  a s h o r t - t e r m  r e d u c t i o n  i.n bi:;-Lainc 
c o v e r  and s e c u r i t y .  A c t i v i t i e s  conducted i n  bis-game h a b i t a t  ai-e 
c o o r d i n a t e d  w i t h  w i l d l i f e  needs and i n c l u d e  t h e  c l o s u r e  of roads  upon 
coii ipletion of  t i le i j c t i v i t y  axid i n s u r i n g  t h a t  a d e q u a t e  c o v e r  i s  l e f t .  Lon& 
term b e n e f i t s  t o  w i l d l i f e  i n c l u d e  niainL:iiniii:: nlid improving w i l d l i f e  f o r a g e .  

Timber management a c t i v i t i c s  c a n  d i r e c t l y  a f f e c t  the g r i z z l y  p o p u l a t i o n  i n  
t h e  s h o r t - t e r m  by logg ing  a c t i v i t i . e s  and tile long-term b y  road a c c e s s  i n t o  a 
road le s s  a r e a .  Access i n t o  t h e  a r e a  cou ld  d i s p l a c e  tlie b e a r  a n d  inc r i i a se  
t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  fo r  hucianfbear e n c o u n t e r s .  Timber managenieiit a c t i v i t i e s ,  i.f 
well c o o r d i n a t e d ,  c a n  produce b e n e f i t s  by psoducing more d e s i r a b l e  fo i  
fo r  g r i z z l i e s  t h rough  c e r t a i n  t i m b e r  h a r v e s t  and s i t e  p r e p a r a t i o n  p r a c t i c e s  
such  as small c l e a r c u t s  and b r o a d c a s t  b u r n i n g  i n s t e a d  o f  t r a c t o r  p i l i n g .  
Roads would be  c ? o s e d  i n  a t i m e l y  iiiannrr t o  n i i i i imize  humanlbear e n c u u n t e r s  
and d i s p l a c e n e n t .  

S o c i a l  and economic e f f e c t s  a r e  re1:ited p r imor i . l y  Lo t h e  1-esource v a l u e s  Of 
t i m b e r ,  w i l d l i f e ,  w i l d e r n e s s ,  and r e c r e a t i o n .  The h a r v e s t  of  t imber  i s  
i m p o r t a n t  t o  t h e  ecnnofiiic b a s e  of  continunities i n  the F o r e s t s .  Timber from 
t h e  Buckhorn Ridge r o a d l e s s  a r e a  would c o n t r i b u t e  t o  t h e  economic base .  
Hunting e x p e r i e n c e s  c o u l d  be  a l t e r e d  because  of  t h e  c h n r i ~ e  i n  t h e  r o a d l e s s  
s e t t i n g  t o  a roaded n a t u r a l  s e t t i n g .  Road c l o s u r e s  would r e t z i n  t h e  a r e a  
c l o s e r  t o  i t s  e x i s t i n g  c h a r a c t e r .  Those p u b l i c s  des i r in ; :  w i l d e r n e s s  o r  
r o a d l e s s  ma&enient f o r  t h e  area would n o t  be  suppor t ed  by  t h e s e  emphases. 
Concerns abou t  impac t s  on g r i z z l y  b e a r ,  b i g  game, and o t h e r  s p e c i e s  cou ld  b e  
raised by the a c t i v i t i e s  s chedu led  i n  t h e s e  emphases,  b u t  would be addres sed  
b y  e f f o r t s  t o  m i t i g a t e  t h r  impacts .  



Table 3, Part O n .  Ocsxdsl 0uCr.r:; by hltwmtlvt) tar Roadless kea, Kmtenal and Idaho Panhandle Natlonal Forests. - 
Kmtenal Natlonal Forest A B C O E  F G  H I J K L M N 0 
Idaho Panhandle Nat. For. 2 4 6  1 5 2 IO 3 8 1 1  12 2 2 2 9  

OECWE 
Rec. WlIdemess W r e s  

Kootenal 0 0 0 0 0 0 22.0 22.0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Idaho Panhandle 0 0 0 0 0 0 9.6 9.6 0 0 0 0  0 0 0 

Total 0 0 0 0 0 0 31.6 31.6 0 0 0 0 0 0 0  

ROsdlerS k r e s  
Kmtenal 14.5 14.6 14.3 14.1 14.7 14.9 0 0 15.1 18.2 18.2 11.4 14.3 14.5 22.0 

Idaho Panhandle 5.9 5.9 5.9 5.8 5.5 5.9 0 0 6.8 6.8 6.8 5.9 5.9 5.9 8.6 
Total 20.4 20.5 20.2 19.9 20.2 20.8 0 0 21.9 25.0 25.0 17.3 20.2 20.4 30.6 

Recraat1on 
Prlm./Serlprla.kQRVOs 

Kootenal 63 63 65 67 62 67 66 66 78 82 82 51  66 66 88 
Idaho Panhandle* 3 3 3 3 3  3 5 5 3 3 3 3  3 3 3  

Total €4 66 68 70 65 70 71 71 81 85 85 54 69 69 91 

h l p r l m .  m i U r . W D S  
Kootenal 29 30 26 22 32 23 0 0 3 4 4 44 24 24 0 

Idaho Panhandle. 2 2 2 2 2 2  0 0 2  2 2 2 2 2 2 
Total 31 32 28 24 Y 25 0 0 5 6 6 4 6 2 6 2 6  2 

T I b r  
suitable WIcraa 

Kooteml 7.5 7.4 7.7 7.9 7.3 7.1 0 o 6.8 3.8 3.8 10.6 7.7 7.5 0 
Idaho Panhandle. 3.1 3.7 3.7 3.0 4.1 3.7 0 0 2.0 3.0 2.9 3.7 3.7 3.7 1.0 

Total 11.2 11.1 11.4 11.7 11.4 10.8 0 0 9.6 6.8 6.7 14.3 11.4 11.2 1.0 

VOIUW (-1 

Idaho Panhandle. 

Idaho Panhandle. 

Idaho Panhandle. 

KootaMI I 

Kwtenal 3 

Kmtsnal 5 

Harvest Acres - Ukrsr 
Kmtsnsl 1 

Kootenal 3 

Kmtcmal  5 

Idoho Panhandle. 

Idaho Panhandle* 

0 0 0 0  
5.0 10.0 10.0 10.0 

0 0 0 2.1 
5.0 10.0 10.0 10.0 

.3 .3 .3 51.3 
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0 
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0 2.0 
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0 3.0 

0 
1 .o 
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1.0 

. 3  
1.0 

0 0 0 0 
2.0 5.0 5.0 5.0 
3.0 0 0 0 
2.0 5.0 5.0 5.0 

.4 31.0 .3 .3 
2.0 5.0 5.0 5.0 

0 0 0  0 0 0  0 
0 .2 .1 .2 .4 .4 .4 
0 .3 .4 .4 0 0  0 
0 .2 .1 .2 .4 .4 .4 
0 2.8 .1 . I  1.6 .I .I 

0 
1.0 
0 

1 .o 
0 

I .o 

0 
.I 
0 
.I 
0 .~ ~ ~. . 

Idaho Panhandle* ;4 i 7  ;7 .i ;2 .4 0 0 .z . I  .2 .4 .4 .4 .I 

* Estlmated outputs 

. . 
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Idaho Panhandle Natlonal Forests. Table 3, Part  Two. Oecadal Outputs by A l temat lve  for Red less  Area, Kmtanal  and 

blJmmYB 

W s l  bt lonal  Forest k B C D E F 0 H I J 
Idaho Panhandle Hat .  For. 2 4 6 1 5 2 IO 3 8 11 - 

R e d s  

K L M N 0 
2 2 2 9 12 

0 0 0  0 
2 5  5 5 
2 5  5 5 

0 0 
5 2 
5 2  

0 0 
0 0 
0 0  

0 
5 
5 

0 
4 
4 

0 0 0 0 0 
4 2 2 2 4  
4 2 2  2 4  

Idaho Panhandle. 
Total 

Total Rosd YII*,r 
N&ed by F l f t h  
orads - n1 lDLI 

Kootenal 
Idaho Panhandle. 

rots1 

W11d1lfe - T6E 
Grlrzly Bear 

Hab I tat WOE 
I d 0  M t l V I t y )  
Kootenal 

Total 

W l l d l l f s  - Blg Ospr 

Kmteml 

Total 

Kootenal 

Total 

Idaho Panhandlet 

Su-r Range lulcres 

Idaho Panhandle. 

winter Fmgs n4cres 

Idaho Panhandle+ 

1 1 1 1 1  
10 15 15 15 
I 1  16 16 26 

1 0 
7 IO 
8 IO 

0 0 
0 0 
0 0 

8 
7 

3 
6 
9 

3 3 1 I 0 
8 10 10 IO 6 

1 1  13 I I  I 1  6 15 

14.5 14.6 14.3 14.1 
5.9 5.9 5.9 5.8 

20.4 20.5 20.2 19.9 

14.7 14.9 
5.5 5.9 
20.2 20.8 

22.0 22.0 
9.5 9.5 
31.5 31.5 

15.1 
6.8 
21.9 

18.2 
6.8 
25.0 

18.2 11.4 14.3 14.5 22.0 
6.8 5.9 5.9 5.9 8.6 
25.0 17.3 20.2 20.4 30.6 

6.3 4.6 
0 0 

6.3 4.6 

0 0 
0 0 
0 0  

0 0 
0 0 
0 0 

0 
0 
0 

.5 
0 
.5 

0 
0 
0 

.6 
0 

.6 

0 8.7 4.6 5.7 0 
0 0 0 0 0  
0 8.7 4.6 5.7 0 

.6 0 0 0 0  
0 0 0  0 0  

.6 0 0 0 0 

0 0 
0 0 
0 0 

M I A w ~ I s  and OII/Gas 
-Very High/ 
Hlgh Potentla1 
k a r s l b l l l t y  luvss  

Idaho Panhandle' R0N)LESS AREA 
I(mtsna1 NOT WRlClgLE IN  l H l S  

Total 

6 Est lmted Outputs 
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Northwest Peaks - 01663 S t a t e :  Montana and Idaho  

T o t a l  GKOSS Acres: 19,100 Tota l  Net Acres: 19,100 

13,400 
Idaho Panhandle  -------- 5,700 Idaho  Panhand le  -------- 5,700 

I. D e s c r i p t i o n  

T h i s  r o d l e s s  a r e a  i s  l o c a t e d  i n  t h e  extreme nor thwes t  c i l rne r  of  t h e  
Xoo tena i  N a t i o n a l  F o r e s t ,  bo rde red  by Canada t o  t h e  n o r t h  and Idaho t o  t h e  
west .  P a r t  of t h e  are:, e x t e n d s  i n t o  t h e  Idaho  Panhandle .  

Access t o  t h e  a r e a  i s  providetl  v i a  t h e  Yaak R ive r  Road leadi.ng i n  froili U.S. 
l!ignway 2 .  D c s t i n a t i o n  p o i n t s  v i a  t r a i l s  from t h e  P e t e  C r e e k  Road i n c l u d e  
Hawkins Lake and Nortitwest Peak,  and the r i d g e l i n e  running a l o n g  Rock Candy 
t lountain and Black Top I lountain.  

T h e  a r e a  i s  c h n r a c t e r i z e d  a s  a h i g h  r i d g e l i n e  s e t t i n g  W i t h  a g e n e r a l l y  rough 
topotir;lpiiy. The h i g h e s t  p o i n t s  a r e  Morthwest Peak (7700 f e e t ) ,  Davis 
Plountzin (7500 f e e t ) ,  and Ewing P1ouiitai.n (7500 f e e t ) ,  a l l  of  which a r e  i n  
t h e  e x i s t i n g  M o ~ t h ~ e s t  Peaks Scen ic  Area. The lowes t  e l e v a t i o n  i s  around 
6000 f e e t .  Suba ip ine  and a l p i n e  i n  c h a r a c t e r ,  t i m b e r  i s  g e n e r a l l y  s t u n t e d  
and s c a t t e r e d .  There i.s some s u i t a b l e  t imber  l and  on t h e  s o u t h e r n  edge. 
S p e c i e s  i n c l u d e  Engelmann s p r u c e ,  a l p i n e  f i r ,  wh i t eba rk  p i n e ,  and a l p i n e  
l a r c h .  tleadweter s e c t i o n s  f o r  Spread and Hawkins Creek and found i n  t h i s  
a r e a ,  as a r e  Seven Lakes.  Named l a k e s  i n c l u d e  I l w k i n s  and Au;:ke. 

T i m b e r  h a r v e s t  and road b u i l d i n g  a r e  most n o t i c e a b l e  on t h c  Idaho s i d e ,  b u t  
can  be  seen fr-os  a l l  high p o i n t s  of  t h c  a r e a .  

The ecosysteuis r e p r e s e n t e d  i n  t h i s  a r e a  a r e  V e s t e r n  Spruce  F i i -  F o r e s t  and 
Cedar Hemlock P i n e  F o r e s t .  

A v : i r i e t y  of  w i l d l i f e  i n h a b i t  t h e  a r e a  i n c l u d i n g  g r i z z l y  b e a r ,  w h i t e t a i l  and 
mule d e e r ,  c l k ,  and moose. Views from Northwest Peak,  Davis  and Ewing 
Nouiitains a r c  a n o t h e r  s p e c i a l  a t t r a c t i o n .  

Use i s  p r i m a r i l y  c o n s i d e r e d  l i g h t  w i t h  h i k i n g ,  h u n t i n g  and snowmobiling t h e  
pr imary a c t i v i t i e s  (1 ,000  RVDs) .  

11. C a p a b i l i t y  

A. N a t u r a l  I n t e g r i t y  and Appearance 

Koo tena i  _________-_____ 13,400 Koo tena i  ___--------_-_- 

O u t s i d e  o f  a few m i l e s  of  t r a i l  and the renlains of t h e  o l d  ( 1 9 3 0 ' s )  
i ior thwest  Peak l o o k o u t ,  t h e  r o a d l e s s  a r e a  r a t e s  h i g h  i n  n a t u r a l  
i n t e g r i c y  and appes rance .  

B. O p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  S o l i t u d e  

O p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  s o l i t u d e  r a t e  lxigh i n  t h e  uppe r  West Fork Yaak 
b a s i n s ,  and r e 1 c ; t i v e l y  n i g h  th roughou t  t h e  a r e a  because  nonwi lde rness  
u s e  o u t s i d e  the  area i s  v c r y  l i . e h t .  Ilowever, l i k e  many p l a c e s  on t h e  
F o r e s t ,  a s  one c l i o b s  t o  !li.gller e l e v a t i o n s  such a s  onc of  t h e  liigh 
peaks,  s o l i t u d e  l e s s e n s  w i t h  views of s u r r o u n d i n g  deve loped  f o r e s t  
l ands .  

c 
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P r i m i t i v e  R e c r e a t i o n  O p p o r t u n i t i e s  
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Hik ing ,  f i s h i n g  i n  one of  t h r e e  a l p i n e  l a k e s ,  and h u n t i n k  e l k ,  d e e r  and 
b e a r  i.n a w i ld  s e t t i n g  a r e  sone of the o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  p r i m i t i v e  
r e c r e a t i o n .  

Rugged c r o s s - c o u n t r y  t r a v e l ,  rock cjiinbicig and sk i  moun ta inee r ing  a r c :  
c h o l l e n ~ i n g  e x p e r i e n c e s  o f f e r e d .  

O the r  F e a t u r e s  

One s p e c i . a l  f e a t u r e  i s  tiro e x t e n s i v e  s t a n d  of n l i ' i n e  l a r c h  i n  t:ic 
iqortilwest Peait a r e a .  The a r e a  i s  a l s o  r ecogn ized  a s  2i:izz:y h a b i t a t .  

blanageab il i t y  and Boundar i e s  

The Northwest Peak r o a d l e s s  a r e a  was i d e n t i f i e d  d u r i n g  t h e  1 a R E  1.1 
i n v e n t o r y .  The recoinmendation was a nonwi ide rness  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  and 
tile a r e a  w a s  a l l o c a t e d  p r i m a r i l y  t u  nondevelopmental  u s e s .  

Gross  N e  t 
kLea k K € s  

T o t a l  Acres  14450 14450 1975 R A I X  I1 E I S  
Rootenoi Acres a7 50 0750 
Idaho  Danhandle Acres 5670 5670 

T o t a l  Acres 19100 19100 1983 Road les s  Inven.  
Koo tena i  Acres  13400 13400 
Idaho  Panhandle  Acres 5700 5700 

The noncunformi.ng u s e s  are t h e  remains of t h e  o l d  Northwest Pea!< 
lookou t ,  and t h e  e x i s t i n g  o i l  & gas l e a s e s .  

The m a n a g e a b i l i t y  of b o u n d a r i e s  s u r r o u n d i n g  a Northwest P e a k  w i l d e r n e s s  
would v a r y  irom good t o  poor .  Due to rugged t e r r a i n  and v e g e t a t i o n ,  
there would b e  i i . t t l e  problem w i t h  mo to r i zed  u s e ,  b u t  i n  ternis of  
s o l i t u d e  w i t h i n  the area,  t h e  boundary and development o u t s i d e  i t  cou ld  
have some n e g a t i v e  impact.  Use of  r o a d s  and c u t t i n g  u n i t s  a long  t h e  
o u t s i d e  of t h e  r o a d l e s s  a r e a  i s  p r e s e n t l y  v e r y  l i g h t  s o  t h e  impac t s  a r e  
p r o b a b i y  n e g l i g i b l e .  

111. A v a i l a b i l i t y  

A. S i g n i f i c a n t  Resource P o t e n t i a l s  

1. R e c r e a t i o n  

The a r e a  h a s  t h e  p o t e n t i a l  of  p r o v i d i n g  3 ,900  RVD's of w i l d e r n e s s  
r e c r e a t i o n  p e r  y e a r .  Snowmobilers c u r r e n t l y  u s e  t h e  a r e a .  
C u r r e n t  u s e  i s  e s t i m a t e d  to be  1,000 K V D ' s  p e r  y e a r .  

2 .  W i l d l i f e  and F i s h  

The a r e a  c o n t a i n s  b i g  gaine summer r ange  and some b i g  game w i n t e r  
range.  l lovever ,  t h e  amount i n  q u e s t i o n  is  n o t  c o n s i d e r e d  
s i g n i f i c a n t  by F o r e s t  b i o l o g i s t s .  
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Burke Lake ,  wiiich s u p p o r t s  up t o  t h r e e  pound rainbow and t h e  two 
:!awkins Lakes ( e x c e l l e n t  c u t t h r o a t  f i s h e r i e s )  are i n  t h i . s  r o a d l e s s  
aAca. Ais0 numerous s t r e a m s  t h a t  forin t h e  headwa te r s  of  tlie Uest 
Fork of  Yank R ive r  b e g i n  w i t h i n  t h i s  a r e a .  

r 

3 .  Timber 

Tile a r ea  c o n t a i n s  5,600 a c r e s  of  t e n t a t i v e i y  s u i t a b l e  t imber l and  
c a p a b l e  of  producing a t  e a s t  .20 c u b i c  f e e t / a c r e / y e n r  of  t imber  
growth. The  m a j o r i t y  o f  tnis t iniber  land i s  l o c a t e d  on s l o p e s  
s t e e p e r  tiiail 40%. Road c o n s t r u c t i o n  will be  d i f f i c u l t  and c o s t l y  
and logg ing  Will r e q u i r e  t h e  u s e  of  c a b l e  and h e l i c o p t e r  y a r d i n g  
methods . 

B. O the r  Resources  

1 .  Range 

Thzre a r e  no l i v e s t o c k  g r a z i n g  a l l o t m e n t s  i n  t h e  a r e a  and l i t t l e  
i n  t h e  way of g r a z i n g  p o t e n t i a l  i s  p r e s e n t .  

2 .  N i n e r a l s  

T h e  i n ine ra l  p o t e n t i a l  i n  t h e  a r e a  is c o n s i d e r e d  low and t h e  o i l  
and g a s  p o t e n t i a l  i s  moderate.  There i s  one o i l  and gas l e a s e .  

3 .  C u l t u r a l  Resources  

C u l t u r a l  r e s o u r c e s  i n c l u d e  one h i s t o r i c  s i t e ,  t h e  Northwest Peak 
Lookout. P r e h i s t o r i c  s i t e s  have n o t  been i d e n t i f i e d  b u t  based on 
p r e v i o u s  s u r v e y s  i n  s i m i l a r  s i t u a t i o n s ,  i t  i s  e s t i m a t e d  t h a t  t h c  
p r o b a b i l i t y  of  p r e h i s t o r i c  s i t e s  b e i n g  l o c a t e d  i n  the a r e a  i s  low. 

4. Water 

Average annua l  p r e c i p i t a t i o n  i n  t h e  a r e a  v a r i e s  from 50 t o  80 
i .nches, depending on e l . eva t ion ,  w i t h  abou t  22  t o  45 i n c h e s  runn ing  
o f f  t o  show up a s  s t reamflow.  H a t e r  q u a l i t y  i s  iiigii w i t h  c o l d  
t e w p e r a t u r e s  and a g e n e r a l  l a c k  of n u t r i e n t s  o r  p o i l u t a n t s .  
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Table 1 

nrv Uni t  I-dle Total 
13400 5700 19100 Gross Acres  

Net Aci-es 
k K C S  
Ac I 2 S  

ik2cre3tion 
S ei.1 i p r i u i  . Nocmo t o r  . RVD t i  

k n g e  
S u i t a b l e  Acres Acres 
h U  f l  s tLUblS 

T h b  e K 

T e n t a t i v e  S u i t a b l e  Acres 
S t a n d i n g  Volume ?ElRF 

C o r r i d o r s  
E x i s t i n g  6 P o t e n t i a l  No. 

V i l d l i f e  - TSE 
G r i z z l y  Bear Ilab i t a  t 

S i t u a t i o n  1 Acres  
S i t u a t i o n  2 Acres  
S i t u a t i o n  3 Acres 

Sumier Rance T o t a l  Acres  
Winter. Han&e T o t a l  Acres 

W i L d l i f c  - B i g  Game ( E l k ,  Deer) 

S p e c i a l  Uses E x i s t i n g  

E x i s t i n g  Fac i I i t i .es 

S i g n i t i c a n t  F i s h e r i e s  
Stream : l i l e s  
S t ream liab i t  a t 
Lakes 
Lake H a b i t a t  

!qat e K  Developnent S 
E x i s t i n g  

H i n e r a l s  

No. 

NO. 

Eliles 
Acres 
No. 
Acres 

ria. 

Hard rock Potential 
V e r y  High Acres  

Xodera t e  Acres  
Low Acres  

Acres I '  *11yl1 

Mining Clainis No. 
O i l  & Gas P o t e n t i a l  

V e r y  HiLh Acres 

Model a t  E Acres  
Low Acres 
Unknown ACKCS 

Leases  No. 
Leased Acres Acres  

High Acres 

O i l  & G a s  Leases 

13400 

40 

0 
0 

3700 
26 

0 

13400 
0 
0 

9000 
0 

1 

0 

0 
0 
2 

53 

0 

- 
- 
- 

13400 
0 

- 
- 

13400 - 
- 

1 
6500 

5700 

1000 

0 
0 

1900 
13 

1 

5700 
0 
0 

0 
0 

0 

0 

0 
0 
0 
0 

0 

- 
5700 

0 

0 
- 

19100 

1040 

0 
0 

5600 
39 

1 

19100 
0 
0 

9000 
0 

1 

0 

0 
0 
2 
53 

0 

- 
19100 

0 

1 
6500 

u 

. 
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1. 

2. 

3 .  

4. 

Land Use A u t h o r i z a t i o n s  

S p e c i a l  uses i n  t h e  a r e a  i n c l u d e  t h e  Ilawkins Lake snow c o u r s e .  

F i r e  

The a r e a  has had low f i r e  occur re l i ce  ( 1  f i r e  i n  t!le l a s t  20 
y e a r s ) .  The f u e l s  s i t u a t i o n  i s  c o n s i d e r e d  b o t h  d e n s e  c o n i f e r  
s t a n d s  w i t h  a c c u m u l a t i o n s  of  downed, woody material on t h e  lower 
s l o p e s  and t h i n  l a y e r s  of ground f u e l s  on t h e  upper  s l o p e s .  

I n s e c t  and D i s e a s e  

The i n s e c t  and d i s e a s e  s i t u a t i - o n  i s  s t a b l e  w i t h  no h i g h  r i s k  
lodgepo le  p i n e  s t a n d s  os c u r r e n t  i n s e c t  a c t i v i t y  i n  t h e  a r e a .  

Non-Federal Lands 

There a r e  no  p r i v a t e  l a n d s .  

Need 

P rox imi ty  t o  Othe r  Wi lde rness  and t o  P o p u l a t i o n  C e n t e r s  

There are no o t h e r  w i i d e r n e s s  a r e a s  i n  c l o s e  p r o x i m i t y  t o  Northwest 
Peak. S i x t y - f i v e  road mi les  away, t h e  Cab ine t  Mountains Wi lde rness  
r e c e i v e s  i n c r e a s i n a l y  heavy u s e  ( p r e s e n t l y  o v e r  18,000 R V D s ) .  

Northwest Peak i s  reached v i a  t h e  Ynsk R i v e r  V a l l e y ,  a n  a r e a  of 
growing i n t e r e s t  t o  Coeui- d 'Alene ,  Idaho  and Spokane, l l a sh ing ton  
a ~ e a s ,  150 m i l e s  t o  Lhe sou thwes t .  

C o n t r i b u t i o n  t o  N a t i o n a l  Wi lde rness  P r e s e r v a t i o n  System 

T h i s  a r e a  i s  r c p r e s e i i t a t  i ve  of  t h e  Cabiuet-Yaak G r i z z l y  Beas  Ecosystem 
which i s  unconmon i n  t h e  e x i s t i n g  w i l d e r n e s s  system. 

P u b l i c  I n t e r e s t  

Gurin:, t h e  PARL 11 p u b l i c  review p e r i o d ,  a lmos t  2,000 2 e o p l e  commented 
011 Korthwest Peaks ,  872 of  which were opposed t o  a w i l d e r n e s s  
c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  f o r  t h e  area.  There have been no r e c e n t  e x p r e s s i o n s  
f a v o r i n g  w i l d e r n e s s  i n  Nort:iwest Peaks b u t  p u b l i c  s u p p o r t  has  always 
been  s t r o n g  f o r  m a i n t a i n i n g  ti:e Scen ic  Arcs d e s i g n a t i . o n  f o r  t h e  a rea .  
RARE I1 recommended non-wilderness .  

The  a r e a  i s  a p o p u l a r  h i k i n g  and h u n t i n z  a r e a .  

A l t e r n a t i v e s  and Environmental  Consequences 

Management P r e s c r i p t i o n  Assignment by A l t e r n a t i v e  

E iu l t i p l e  u s e  iiianager.ient p r e s c r i p t i o n s  werc grouped i n t o  c a t e g o r i e s  
(managemelit enipliases) which have s i m i l a r  i.mpacts on che w i l d e r n e s s  and 
r o a d l e s s  r e s o u r c e s .  The f o l l o w i n g  t a b l e  d i s p l a y s  how t h e  r o a d l e s s  
;!sen a c r e a g e  was d e s i g n a t e d  i n  each  a l t e r n a t i v e .  In a d d i t i o n ,  t h e  
summary of manai;ement emphasis f u r t h e r  d e f i n e s  t h e  r a t e  of dcvelopnirnt 
t h a t  i s  expec ted  t o  occur  i n  some a l t e r n a t i v e s  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  f u t u r e  
d i s p o s i t i o n  of t h e  i n v e n t o r i e d  r o a d l e s s  a r e a .  

- 



Table 2. h n ~ t  Emphasis t(  kitwnatlve tor Roadlets Area, K b n a l  and Idaho Panhandle k t l o n a l  Fwssis. 

t4JEwam ( M k o a s l  

K d s n s l  b l lona l  F w s t  A B C D E F O H I J K  L Y N O  
Idaho Panhsndle Nat. Fw. 2 4 6 1 5  2 1 0  3 8 1 1 1 2  2 2 2 9 

v 
Nonwlldersss IIdOadlessl 

P r l n l t l v e / S ~ l p r l ~ i t l v e  
R w e a t l o n ,  Vlewlng, 
Ulnlmm Use Areas 

Kwtenal : 9.5 9.5 9.5 9.5 9.5 9.5 .2 0 13.0 13.6 13.6 9.8 9.5 9.5 13.6 
Idaho Panhandle W: 4.1 4.2 4.2 4.8 4.2 4.1 0 0 4.2 4.4 4.4 4.1 4.7 4.1 4.9 

Non~l ldsmoar  (D.rPlopad1 
Tlmbber Harvest Wlth 

W l l d l i f s  andlor 
vier1ng usnagaant, 
Mlnlmm Use Areas due to 
S t e q  Slopes or 
Rms”eratl0” 
Problew 

Kwtsnsl; 3.1 3.1 3.1 3.7 3.1 3.7 0 0 .6 0 0 3.3 3.7 3.1 0 
Idaho Panhandle Y :  1.6 1.5 1.5 .9 .8 1.6 0 0 1.5 1.3 1.1 1.6 1.6 1.6 .8 

w I I ammoss 
Ra-nded W I  ldarness 

Kwtsnal 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 3 . 4 1 3 . 2  0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Idaho Panhandle 0 0 0 0 0 0 5 . 1 5 . 7  0 0 0 0 0 0 0 ............................................................................................................................ 

Sumary of Menagecant Eqhasls: 

Nonw! ldsrnsrr 
Daualnead--r 

Kwtenal: 
Idaho Panhandle W: 

m 
Kwtenal:  

Idaho Panhandle Y :  

RMlilSs- DIIsMbL: 
Kwtena I : 

Idaho Panhandle W: - 
Kmtenal : 

Idaho Panhandle W: 

Ree-nded Wlldorn- 
Kootsna I 
Idaho Panhandle Y 

. 3  0 . 3 . 4  0 . 4  0 0 0 0 0 0 0 . 3  0 
1.0 .7 .7 .8 .7 1.0 0 0 .7 .3 0 1.0 1.0 1.0 .7 

3.7 3.1 3.1 3.7 5.7 3.1 0 0 .6 0 0 3.3 3.1 3.1 0 
3.5 3.3 3.4 2.8 2.7 3.5 0 0 2.7 3.7 1.9 3.5 3.5 3.5 2.7 

13.1 13.4 13.1 13.1 13.4 13.0 .2 0 13.4 13.4 13.4 13.4 13.4 13.1 13.4 
4.7 5.0 5.0 0 5.0 6.1 0 0 5.0 5.4 5.7 6.7 6.7 6.7 0 

9.1 9.1 9.7 9.7 9.7 9.1 .2 0 12.8 13.4 13.4 10.1 9.7 9.7 13.4 
2.2 2.4 2.2 2.9 3.0 2.2 0 0 3.0 2.0 3.8 2.2 2.2 2.2 3.0 

0 0 0 0 0 0 1 3 . 2 1 3 . 4  0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
0 0 0 0 0 0 5 . 7 5 , 7  0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

13.4 15.4 13.4 13.4 13.4 13.4 13.4 13.4 13.4 13.4 13.4 13.4 13.4 15.4 13.4 
5.1 5.1 7.1 5.7 5.7 5.1  5.7 5.1 7.7 5.1 5.1 5.7 7.7 5.7 5.1 

19.1 19.1 19.1 19.1 19.1 19.1 19.1 19.1 19.1 19.1 19.1 19.1 19.1 19.1 19.1 
.......................................................................................... n 

I + 
U 
N 
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1 .  D e s i g n a t i o n :  Wi lde rness  
Management P r e s c r i p t  ion : Wilde rness  

The E!orthwest Peaks r o a d l e s s  a r e a  i s  reconmiended f o r  w i l d e r n e s s  i n  i t s  
e n t i r e t y  i n  A l t e r n a t i v e  11 and e s s e n t i a l l y  s o  i n  A l t e r n a t i v e  G. No 
o t h e r  a l t e r n a t i v e  reconirnends w i l d e r n e s s  f o r  t h e  a r e a .  There a r e  no 
s p e c i f i c  g r o u n d - d i s t u r b i n g  management a c t i v i t i e s  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  
w i l d e r n e s s  a r e a s  a l t h o u g h  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of  these a r e a s  may, i n  
i t s e l f ,  have e f f e c t s  on o t h e r  r e s o u r c e s  and u s e s .  

!!i lderness c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  w i l l  p r e s e r v e  t h e  e x i s t i n g  w i l d e r n e s s  
c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  of  t h e  a r e a .  The n a t u r a l n e s s  of  t h e  a r e a  w i l l  b e  
ma in ta ined  a s  w i l l  t lie o p p o r t u n i t i . e s  f o r  s o l i t u d e ,  e s p e c i a l l y  i n  t h e  
upper West Forb Yaak b a s i n s .  P r i m i t i v e  r e c r e a t i o n  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  would 
b e  maximized a s  w e l l  a s  p r o t e c t i o n  of  old-growth t imber  and a s s o c i a t e d  
w i l d l i f e  h a b i t a t .  

There are  abou t  5,600 a c r e s  of  s u i t a b l e  t imber l and  i n  t h e  a r e a .  The 
fo l lowing  c h a r t  shows t h e  a c r e s  o f  s u i t a b l e  t imber l and  t h a t  would b e  
c o n t a i n e d  i n  proposed w i l d e r n e s s ,  by a l t e r n a t i v e .  

Acres of S u i t a b l e  Timberland in Wilde rness  (Thousands)  

A B C D E F G H I J K L M N 0 

0 0 0 0  0 0 5.6 5.6 0 0 0 0  0 0 0  

Oppor tun i t i . e s  t o  minage t h e  t i inucr r e s o u r c c  i ~ o u l d  be  fo regone  i n  
A l t e r n a t i v e s  G and 3. 

G r i z z l y  b e a r  h a b i t a t  ( s i t u a t i o n  1 - c r i t i c a l  t o  t h e  r ecove ry  of  t h e  
s p e c i e s )  c c v e r s  t h e  e n t i r e  r o a d l e s s  a r e a .  Wi lde rness  nianageinent would 
p r o v i d e  s e c u r i t y  t o  t h e  b e a r  from r o a d i n g  and r e l a t e d  i n c r e a s e s  i n  
human a c t i v i t y  i n  t h e  a r e a .  However, i n c r e a s e s  i n  fora:;e t h rough  
management a c t i v i t i e s  such  a s  b u r n i n g  and t imber  h a r v e s t  uould n o t  
occur .  

Wi ide rness  management would n o t  p e r m i t  t h e  management of  b i g  game 
siirmiier r ange ,  abou t  9,000 a c r e s ,  t o  improve f o r a g e  th rough  t imber  
h a r v e s t .  Ilowever, w i l d e r n e s s  management would p r o v i d e  s e c u r i t y  by 
l i n r i t i n g  a c c e s s  i n t o  t h e  a r e a .  

!,:ilderness w i l l  r e s t r i c t  t h e  e x p l o r a t i o n  f o r ,  und rci~lov;!l o f ,  i , l ineral  
r r s o u s c e s .  Undei- t h e  Wi lde rness  Ac t ,  the land would be  withdrawn from 
iu ine rc l  e n t r y  s i n c e  no va1i.d mining c l a i m s  e x i s t .  The e x i s t i n g  o i l  
and gas l e n s e s  would be honored,  however. T l i i s  r e s t r i c t i o n  is  n o t  
c o n s i d e r e d  s i g n i f i c a n t  i n  t h a t  tlie m i n e r a l  p o t e n t i a l  i s  low and t h e  
o i l  and gas  p o t e n t i a l  i s  r.ioderate. I t  t h e r e  i s  no d i s c o v e r y  when a 
l e a s e  e x p i r e s ,  then t h e  land will be  withdrawn fronr m i n e r a l  l e a s i n g .  
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A c t i v i t i e s  p e r i n i s s a b l e  i n  w i l d e r n e s s ,  whcn a u t h o r i z e d  by t h e  1964 
I . l i lderness  A c t  o r  w i l d e r n e s s  management p l a n s ,  c a n  c o s t  more tiiaii 
a c t i v i t i e s  i n  a r e a s  w i t h o u t  t h e  r e s t r i c t i o n s .  R e s t r i c t i o n s  a p p i y  
p r i m a r i l y  t o  mode of  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n ,  u s e  u f  cha insaws  in t h e  
w i l d e r n e s s ,  aiid rernoving s i g n s  o f  t h e  i n t r u s i o n  a f t e r  p r o j e c t  
comple t ion .  When p e r m i t t e d  , a c t i v i t i e s  such a s  minera 1 e x p l o r a t i o n ,  
d i s e a s e  and p e s t  c o n t r o l ,  and f i r e  s u p p r e s s i o n ,  would be conductod 
w h i l e  p r o t e c t i n g  t h c  w i l d e r n e s s  v a l u e s  which, i n  t u r n .  r c q u i r e s  more 
t i m e ,  zdhe rence  t o  more s t r i n g e n t  r e q u i r e m e n t s ,  and more money being 
s p e n t .  

S o c i a l  and economic e f f e c t s  would c e n t e r  around t h e  r e s o u r c e  v a l u e s  of 
r e c r e a t i o n ,  w i l d l i f e ,  w i l d e r n e s s ,  and t imber .  Seii i iprimit  i v e  
r e c r e a t i o n  a c t i v i t i e s  such a s  h u n t i n g  i n  a r o a d l e s s  s e t t i n g ,  would 
c o n t i n u e .  Timberland would n o t  be  a v a i l a b l e  i n  A l t e r n a t i v e s  G and 11, 
t h u s  n o t  s u p p o r t i n g  t h e  wood p r o d u c t s  i n d u s t r y .  Those p u b l i c s  v a l u i n g  
w i l d e r n e s s  would be  suppor t ed  by t h i s  management e c p h a s i s .  

2. D e s i g n a t i o n :  Nonwilderness  ( R o a d l e s s )  
Management Emphases: P r i m i t i v e  R e c r e a t i o n ,  Semipr imi t  i v e  

Nonmotorized R e c r e a t i o n .  Viewing, and Limited 
Use Areas  

T h e  f o l l o w i n g  c h a r t  shows t h e  p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  r o a d l e s s  a r e a  
d e s i g n a t e d  t o  r o a d l e s s  management, i n  each a l t e r n a t i v e .  

P e r c e n t  of t h e  Road les s  Area Des igna ted  Road les s  Management 
By A l t e r n a t i v e  

A B C D E F G H 1 J K L M N 0 

7 0  7 0  7 0  7 4  7 0  7 0  2 0 89 93 93 7 2  7 0  7 0  95 

a: 

i 

There a r e  few, i f  any, g r o u n d - d i s t u r b i n g  management a c t i v i t i e s  
G p e c i f i c a l l y  3 s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  unroaded management. A c t i v i t i e s  a r e  
a s s o c i a t e d  p r i m a r i l y  w i t h  d i s p e r s e d  r e c r e a t i o n ,  i n c l u d i n z  h i k i n g ,  
h u n t i n g ,  and f i s h i n g .  

The road le s s  c h a r a c t e r  w i t h i n  tlic a r e a  would be  m a i n t a i n e d  urider t h e s c  
cmphascs,  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  p r i m i t i v e  r e c r e a t i . o n  o p p o r t u n i t i e s .  Old 
growth t i m b e r  h a b i t a t  w i l l  a l s o  be  m a i n t a i n e d  and g r i z z l y  h a b i t a t  w i l l  
b e  p r o t e c t e d .  S e c u r i t y  f o r  b i g  game would be  p rov ided .  

L i k e  w i l d e r n e s s ,  r o a d l e s s  d e s i g n a t i o n s  r e q u i r e  s t i f f e r  r e q u i r e m e n t s  
f o r  conductin:  a c t i v i t i e s ,  r e q u i r e m e n t s  t h a t  are  d e s i g n e d  t o  p r o t e c t  
the q u a l i t i e s  i n h e r e n t  i n  a r o a d l e s s  a l l o c a t i o n .  R e s t r i c t i o n s  on 
a c c e s s  and mode of t ravel  a r e  ma jo r  l i m i t a t i o n s  f o r  c o n d u c t i n g  
a c t i v i t i e s ,  o f t e n  making t h e  a c t i v i t y  more e x p c n s i v e  t o  accomplish.  
Such a c t i v i t i e s  c a n  i n c l u d e  w i l d l i f e  and f i s h  h a b i t a t  improvements,  
m i n e r a l ,  o i l  and g a s  e x p l o r a t i o n  and development ,  i n s e c t  and d i s e a s e  
c o n t r o l ,  and w i l d f i r e  s u p p r e s s i o n .  

The s o c i a l  and economic e f f e c t s  a re  p r i m a r i l y  t i le b e n e f i t s  of 
s e m i p r i m i t i v e  r e c r e a t i o n  o p p o r t u n i t i e s .  Timber would n o t  be  a v a i l a b l e  
f o r  h a r v e s t  i n  t h e s e  emphases.  

i 

. 
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3 .  D e s i g n a t i o n :  Nonwilderness  (Developed)  
Management Emphases: Big Game Winter  Range Timber,  Big Game 

Summer Range Timber,  W i l d l i f e  Timber, 
G r i z z l y  Timber, Timber O p t i m i z a t i o n .  
Timber Viewing. Viewing Timber. Minimum 
Use d u e  t o  S t e e p  S l o p e s  or Regene ra t ion  
Problems . 

The fo l lowing  c h a r t  shows tl ie p e r c e n t  of  t h e  a r e a  d e s i g n a t e d  t o  
a c t i v i t i e s  where t imber  h a r v e s t i n g  and road b u i l d i n g  would occur .  

P e r c e n t  of the Road les s  Area Des igna ted  t o  Developmental  A c t i v i t i e s  
By A l t e r n a t i v e  

A B C D E F G H I J K L M N 0 

27 27 27 23 23 27 0 0 10 6 5 25 25  25 4 

Timber h a r v e s t  and a s s o c i a t e d  a c t i v i t i e s ,  such : I S  road b u i l d i n g ,  
have more a f f e c t  on t h e  p h y s i c a l  and b i o l o g i c a l  environnient t han  
any of  tile o t l i e r  f o r e s t  managerxent a c t i v i t i e s .  The  e x t e n t  o f  the 
e f f e c t s  a r e  dependen t  on management regimes s e l e c t e d .  

In most a l t e r n a t i v e s ,  some development is schedu led  t o  O C C U L  

d u r i n g  t h e  f i r s t  decade.  ( S e e  Tab le  3 a t  tlie end of  tliis 
d i s c u s s i o n ) .  T o t a l  road miles expec ted  t o  be  c o n s t r u c t e d  range 
from 0 i n  A l t e r n a t i v e s  C and H ,  t o  35 miles i n  A l t e r n a t i v e  ii. 

The n a t u r a l n e s s  of t h e  a r e a  w i l l  be impacted by h a r v e s t  c u t t i n g  
u n i t s ,  r o a d s  and o t h e r  ev idence  of  human m o d i f i c a t i o n s .  Roading 
f o r c g o e s  che o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  c o n s i d e r  t h e  a r e a  f o r  w i i d e r n e s s  i n  
ctie long term and r educes  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  p i - i m i t i v e  
r e c r e a t i o n  and s o l i t u d e .  

Timber h a r v e s t  and roads  cou ld  r e s u l t  i n  a s h o r t - t e r m  r e d u c t i o n  
i n  b i g  game c o v e r  and s e c u r i t y .  A c t i v i t i e s  conducted i n  big-game 
h a b i t a t  a r e  c o o r d i n a t e d  w i t h  w i l d l i f e  needs and i n c l u d e  the 
c l o s u r e  of road:; upon comple t ion  of t h e  a c t i v i t y  and i n s u r i n g  
t h a t  adequa te  c o v e r  i s  l e f t .  Long-term b e n e f i t s  t o  w i l d l i f c  
i n c l u d e  m a i n t a i n i n g  and improving w i l d l i f e  f o r a g e .  

Timber inanagemcn t a c t i v i t i e s  c a n  d i r e c t l y  a f f e c t  t h e  g r i z z l y  
p o p u l a t i o n  i n  t h e  sho r t - t e rm by l o g g i n g  a c t i v i t i e s  and tlic long 
term by  road a c c e s s  i n t o  a r o a d l e s s  a r e a .  Access i n t o  t h e  a r e a  
cou ld  d i s p l a c e  t h e  b e a r  and i n c r e a s e  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  €or 
liuman/bear e n c o u n t e r s .  Tiuibcr rnanagci;icnt a c t i v i t i e s ,  i f  we! 1 
c o o r d i n a t e d ,  c a n  produce b e n e f i t s  by p roduc ing  ixore d e s i r a b l e  
f o r a g e  f o r  g r i . z z l i e s  throul;ii c e r t a i n  t imbcx h a r v e s t  and s i t e  
p r f p a r a r i o n  p r a c t i c e s  suc i i  as snia11 c l e a r c u t s  and b r o a d c a s t  
bur-ning i n s t e a d  of t r a c t o r  p i l i n g .  Roads would b e  c l o s e d  i n  a 
Liliicly illanner t o  minimize hurnanfbear e n c o u n t e r s  and d i s p l a c e u e n t .  
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S o c i a l  a d  econoiiiic e f f e c t s  are re1atc.d p r i m a r i l y  to thl: rcsuurce 
v a l u e s  of  t i i i iber,  w i l d l i f e ,  w i l d e r n e s s ,  a n d  r e c r e a t i o n .  'Tile 
h a r v e s t  of tiiiiber i s  impor t an t  t o  t h e  ecoooiiiic b a s e  o f  
c o i w u n i t i e s  i.n t h e  F o r e s t s .  Tii iber from :he f!ortiiiwst Peaks  
r o a d l e s s  area  would c o n t r i b u t e  t o  t:ie economic base .  Hunt i n y  
e x p e r i e n c e s  cou ld  be a l t e r e d  because  of the  change i n  t!ie 
r o a d l e s s  s e t t i n g  t o  a r o a d e d - n a t u r a l  :settin;;. Road c l o s u r e s  
would r e t a i n  tile a s e a  c l o s e r  t o  i t s  existinv c h a r a c t e r .  Those 
p u b l i c s  d e s i r i n g  w i l d e r n e s s  o r  r o a d l e s s  miii$ement i o r  Ltle a r e a  
would n o t  b e  suppor t ed  by these fmpliases. Concerns abou t  impaccs 
on g r i z z l y  b e a r ,  b i g  ;ame, aisd o t l i e r  s p e c i e s  cou ld  b e  r a i s e d  b y  
t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  s chedu led  in tliese einphnses, b u t  wou ld  be 
addres sed  by e f f o r t s  t o  i n i t i g ; i t e  t h e  impacts .  

L 

i 



Tebla 3. Par t  One. Dscadal Outputs by Altematlve for b3b&h&s Roadless Arm. K&nal and Idaho Panhandle Natlonal Forests. 

!JzwLwE 
Kmtsnal btlmsl Forest A 0 C O  E F G  H I J K L n~ 0 
Idaho Pmhardle N a t .  Fw. 2 1  6 1 5 2 IO 3 8 1 1 1 2 2 2 2  9 

Kmtenal 

Total 
Idaho Panhandle+ 

Roadless PAffe 
Kootena I 

Tots1 
Idaho Panhandle' 

Rscrsatlon 
Pria./ssniprim.mms 

Kmtenal 

Total 
Idaho Panhandle* 

h i p r i m .  #otor.mms 
Kmtenal 

Total 
Idaho Panhandle' 

11mb.r 
Svl tab ls  Wa 

Kmtenal 

Tota I 
Idaho Panhandle. 

VOI"!m IwBF) 
Kmtsnal I 

Kmtsnal 3 

Kmtensl 5 

Idaho Panhandle* 

Idaho Panhandle* 

Idaho Panhandle. 

Harvest Acres - W r a  
Kmtsnal 1 

Kmtenal 3 

Kmtenal 5 

Idaho Panhandle* 

Idaho Panhandle' 

Idaho Panhandle* 

Est lmted  o u t w t s  

0 0 0 0  0 0 13.2 13.4 0 0  0 0 0 0  0 
0 0  0 0 0 0  0 0 0  0 0  0 0 5.1 5.1 

0 0 0  0 0 0 18.9 19.1 0 0 0 0 0 0  0 

9.5 9.5 9.5 9.5 9.5 9.5 .4 0 13.0 13.6 13.6 9.8 9.5 9.5 13.6 
4.1 4.2 4.2 4.8 4.2 4.1 0 0 4.2 4.4 4.4 4.1 4.1 4 , l  4.9 

13.6 13.1 13.1 14.3 13.7 13.6 .4 0 11.2 18.0 18.0 13.9 13.6 13.6 18.5 

58 ?a 40 40 42 41 41 41 54 53 53 40 40 42 56 
1 I I I 1 1 I I I I I I I 1 1 
39 39 41 41 45 42 42 42 55 54 Y 41 41 43 57 

18 18 18 15 15 14 0 0 0 11  11  17 15 12 0 
0 

20 20 z9 17 17 I6 0 0 2 I3 13 I9 17 14 0 
2 2 2  2 2  2 2  2 2 0 0 2 2 2 

3.1 3.7 3.1 3.1 3.1 3.1 0 0 .6 0 0 3.3 3.1 3 .1  0 
2.0 2.0 2.0 1.0 1.0 2.0 0 0 2.0 1.0 1.0 2.0 2.0 2.0 1.0 
5.1 5.1 5.7 4.1 4.1 S.7 0 0 2.6 1.0 1.0 5.3 5.1 S.7 1.0 

3.8 0 3.8 5.6 0 6.0 0 0 0 0  0 0 0 4.0 0 
.4 .I . I  .4 .I .4 0 0 .I .1 0 ,4 .4 .4 . I  

8.0 1.0 8.0 7.8 1.0 8.0 0 0 0 0 0 1.0 1.0 8.0 0 
.4 . I  . I  .4 . I  .4 0 0 .I . I  0 .4 .4 .4 .I 

3.1 3.0 3.1 13.1 5.0 13.0 0 0 0 0 0 9.0 12.0 13.0 0 
.4 . I  . I  .4 .I .4 0 0 .I .1 0 .4 .4 .4 . I  

. 3  0 . 3  .4 0 .4 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 . 3  0 

.2 .I . I  .2 . I  .2 0 0 .I . I  0 .2 .2 .2 . I  

.9 .9 .9 .9 .9 .9 0 0 0 0  0 .5 .9 .9 0 

.2 .1 . I  .2 . I  .2 0 0 . I  .I 0 .2 .2 .2 . I  

.2 .2 .2 .8 . 3  .8 0 0  0 0 0 .5 .7 .8 0 

.2 .1 . I  .2 . I  .2 0 0 .I .1 0 .2 .2 .2 . I  

c t li 
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Table 3, P a r t  Two. Decadal Outputr by A l t s r n a t i v e  for  N s t h a e s t  P e z k  Roadless Area, Kootenai and Idaho Panhandle Nat iona l  Forests. 

ALTEWIATiVES C-178 

K m t e n a i  Nat ional  Fores t  A B C D E F G - H  I J K L hl t i  0 
Idaho Panhandle Nat. For. 2 4 6 1 5 2 IO 3 8 1 1  12 2 2 2 9 

mUf CATEGOW 
Roads 

__ 

Roads Canstructed 
F i r s t  Decade - M i l e s  

Kooirnzi 2 0 2 2 0 2 C 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 0 
Iozho P;lnhsndlz* 4 2 2 3 2 4 0 0 2 2 0 4 4 4 2 

To ta l  6 2 4 5 2 6 0 0 2 2 0 4 4 6 2 

Tota l  Road Mi les  
Needed bv F i f t h  
Decade - U i  le5 

Koo t rna i  12 1 1  12 1 5  1 1 5  0 0 5 ' 0  0 1 1  14 1: 0 
Idaho ?anhandle* 20 20 20 13  10 20 0 0 20 10 10 20 20 20 13 

Tota l  32 31 32 25 21 35 0 0 25 10 IO 31 34 35 10 

W i l d l i f e  - TbE 
G r i z z l v  b a r  

Habi ta t  MAcres 
(w/o a c t i v i t y )  

Kootena i 0 . 5  9.5 9.5 9.5 9.5 9.5 13.6 13.6 13.0 13.6 13.6 9.9 9.5 9.5 13.6 
ldsho Panhandle" 4.1 4.2 4.2 4.8 4.2 4.1 5.1 5.7 4.2 4.4 4.4 4.1 4.1 4.1 4.5 

To ta l  13.6 13.7 13.1 14.3 13.7 13.6 18.9 19.1 17.2 18.0 18.0 13.9 13.6 13.6 18.5 

W i l d l i f e  - B i g  Gam 
S u m r  Ranae MAcres *~ ~ ~~ 

Kootenai 3.1 3.7 3.1 2.9 2.9 2.8 0 0 0 0 0 3.3 2.9 3.7 0 
Idaho Panhandle' 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Tota I 3.1 3.1 3.7 2.9 2.9 2.8 0 0 0 0 0 3.3 2.9 3.1 0 
H i n t e r  Range MAcres 

Kootena i 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 C 0 0 0 0 
Idaho Panhandle* 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

T o t a l  0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

t . l inerals/Oil  h Gas 
Verv H i o h l  

High P g t e n t i a l  - 
Accessible MAcres 

Idaho Panhandle* RCADLESS AREA 
Kootena i 1!Ci WPLICRBLE I:l THiS 

Total 

* Est inated outputs  
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